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THOUGH the parliament of Gre;it Bri- An. 1757- 

tain unanrmouQy concurred in ftrength- ^l"- ^J^ 

enihg the hands of government, for a L^ggearc 

vigorous profecution of the war, thofc liberal placed in 

fupplies had like to have proved ineffeftual, Jjlftj^ati^n, 

through a want of harmony in her councils. In to the 

the pourfe of the laft year the clamorous voice of %^P^y^y 

diflatisfadion had been raifed by a feries of difap- public, 
pointments and mircarriages, which were imputed 
to want of intelligence, fagacity, and vigour in the 
fidminiftration. The defeat of Braddock, -the re- 
jdu&ion of Ofwego and other forts in America, the 
delay of armaments, the negleft of opportunities, 
ineffeftual cruifes, abfurd difpofitions of fleets and 
fquadrons, the difgrace in the Mediterranean, and 
the lofs of Minorca, were numbered among the 

A 2 misfor- 


'4 fllSTjStt 6t ENGLAKD. " 

An* 1757. misfortunes that flowed from the crude defigns of 

a weak difpirited m y^; and <he profpeft of their 

acquiefcing in a continental war brought them ftill 
farther in contempt and deteftatiort with the body 
of tMe people. In i^rder to cottcjliate^ the goddr 
vfll} of thofc whom their conduct had difobliged^ 
to acquire a frefli flock of credit with their fellow- 
fubjedVs, and remove from their own fliouldcrs 
pzn of what future cenfure might enfue, they ad* 
m'itted intd a (hare of the admiftifb-atioh a certain 
/ct of gentlemen, remarkatle for their talents and 
popularity, headed by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Legge, 
the two moft illuftrioiis patriots of Great Britain^ 
alike diftinguifhed and admired for their uncon- 
querable fpirit and untainted integrity. The former 
of thefe "was appointed fecretary of ft&te, the other 
c hancellor of the Exchequer ; and their friends Y'^ere 
Vrftcd with other honourable though fubordinate 
dfficeSi > 

So far the people were charmed with the pro- 
fnbtibrt of individuals, vpoh 'whote Virtues and 
(abilities they had the moft perfelft reliance : birt 
thefe new ingredients would never thoroughly mix 
"With the old leaven* The admJniftratidn became 
'an emblem of the imftgfe that Nebuchadnezzar fa^V 
in his dream, the leg Was of iron, and the foot was 
of clay. The old junto found their new affociates 
Very yrifit for their purpofrs. They could ncithe^f 
^erfuade, cajole, nor intimidate them into meafures 
which they thougnt repugnant to the true intereft 
bf their country. 'Thty combated in council every 
fuch phn, however patronized : they openly op* 
J>ofed in parliament every defign which they deem- 
ed unworthy of the crown, or prejudicial to the 
3 people, 
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people, even though diftinguilhcd by the prede- A^' Vi7' 

H<Stion of the* f- n. F^jr from bargaining foe 

their places, and furrendering their principks by 
capitulation, they xnmJ^^Af^d iij ofgcc tjieir indc^ 
pendency and candopr with the mpft vjgjlant cir-r 
cumfpcdlion, and feemed determined to (hew, tha? 
be is the heft minifter to the ibvercign ^j/bp a6tj 
with the grcateft probity towards the fybjeci, 
Thoic who ioimediately furrounded the c-^^a^ wer? 
fuppofed Xo baye concealed the true charafbers of 
chefe fiiithful fcrvants from the knowledge pf thejf - 
royal mafter ; to have reprefcnted them a3 obfti-^ 
laate, imperioua, ignorajit, wd ev^n lu|(;ewarm ifi i 
their loyalty; and declared, tha.t ^ith fuch col- 
leagues it would be impoffible to move the machine 
of g — ^t according to hjs m— y's inclination. 
Thcfc fuggdlio03, artfuUy inculcated, produced 
the defired eflFeA. O13. the ni^itb day of April Mr. They wm 
Pitt, by his majefty^s i^ommjand, refigned the feals ^^^^ 
«f fecDCtary of ftate for the fouthe.rn^ department, to refign* 
Jn the room of Mr. Legge, the king was pkafed to 
grant the office of chancellor of the Exchequer to 
Jthe right honourable lord Mansfield, chief jufticc 
of the com of King's Bdnch, the famis perfonagc 
.whom. we have charafleri^ed in the beginning of 
this Continuation undgr tbp name of Mr. Murray, 
iolicitQrgeneraly now promoted and ennobled for 
Ids extnis;>rdinary merit and important fervices. 

The fate of Mr. Pit<. w^s extended to fome of 
-his principal friendjs : the board of admiralty was 
.changed, and fonje other ^emoval§ v^erf made with 
-the fame intention, 

Whatw^ intended #s a difgrace to Mu Pitt and 
Mr. Lpgg;*, tyrpcd o\it ^ne of the moft ibining 

A3 ^ir* 
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An. I7S7-. circumftances of their charafters. The whole na-> 
tion fcemed to rife up, as one nnan, in the vindica- 
tion of their fame: cvcryv mouth was opened in 
their praifc -, and a great number of refpeftable cir 
tics and corporations prefented them with the free- 
dom of their refpeftivc focieties, inclofed in golden 
boxes of curious workmanfliip, as teftimbnies of 
their peculiar veneration. Nothing could be more 
expreffive of that reverence which ever waits on 
fuperior virtue, than the manner in which the na- 
tion difplayed its relpedt and afFeftion for thofe two 
. fellow-citizens, whofe nances will always be dear to 
Britain, while her fons are warmed with the flame 
of honefty and freedom. 

What the people highly efteem, they in a man- 
Clamour ^^^r idolize. Not Contented with making offerings fo 
againftthe flattering arid grateful to confcioud virtue, they con- 
t^"^ T' ceived the mofl: violent prejudices againfl thofe gen- 
nittratiott. tlemen who fucceeded in the adminiftration ; fully 
convinced, that the fame perfons who had funk tBc 
nation in the prcfent diflrefsful circumfl:ances, who 
had brought on her diflionour, and reduced her to 
the verge of deftrudtion, were by no means the fit 
infl:rumehts of her delivery and redemption. The 
whole kingdom catched fire at the late changes -, . 
nor could the power, the cunning, and the artifice 
of a faftion long fupport it. againfl: theunited voice 
of Great Britain, which foon pierced the cars of the 
f — n. It Was not poflible to perfuade the people, 
that'falutary meafures could be fuggefted or pur- 
fued, except by the few, whofe zeal for the honour 
of their country, and fteady adherence to an up- 
right difinterefted conduft, had feoured their con- 
ience and claimed their veneration. A great 

num- 
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number of addreflcs, dutifully and loyally exprcfled, An. 1757. 
foliciced the king, ever ready to meet half-way the Addreflcs 
wilhes of his faithful people, to reftore Mr. Pitt ^^^^ 
and Mn Legge to their former employments, king. 
Upon this they refted the fecurity and honour of 
the natKHi, as well as the public expectation of the 
Ipeedy and fuccefsful iiTue to a war, hitherto at- 
tended with difgraces and misfortunes. According- 
ly his majcfty was^graciouQy pleafed to redeliver the Mr. Pitt 
feals to Mr. Pitt, appointing him fecretary of ftate ^ ^^* 
for the fouthern department^ on the twenty-ninth reftored 
day of June ; and five days after the office of chan- ^° ^^^ 
cellpr of the Exchequer was reftored to Mr, Legge : ^|^^" 
promotions that afforded univerfal fatisfa&ion. 

It would not, perhaps, be poffible to exclude from 
a. {hare in the adminiftratiori all who were not per- 
fedtly agreeable to the people : however unpopular . 
the late miniftry might appear, liill they poffefled 
fufHcient influence in the privy council,. and. credit 
in the houfe of commons^ to thwart every meafure 
in which they did not themfelves p;artake. This 
confideration, and very recent experienc^e, probably A coali- 
diftatcd the neceffity of a coalition^ fahitary in it- ^°".^^ 
fclf and prudent, becaufe it was the only means of ^" 
affwaging the ragp of fadlion, and healing thofe 
divifions, more pernicious to the public than the 
moft miftaken and blundering counfels. Sir Ro- A variety 
bcrt Henley was made lord-keeper of the great ^^ ^^^*l 
feal, and fwom of his majefty's privy-council, on Sn^^*^'^' 
the thirtieth day of June ; the cuftody of the pri- 
vy feal was committed to the carl Temple ; his 
grace the duke of Newcaftle, Mr. Legge, Mr. 
Nugent, the lord yifcount Duncannon, and Mr. 
Grenville, were appointed commiflioners for exe- 

A 4 cuting^ 
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An: r757. cuting the office of treafurer bf h« ifnajcfty*^S !£*- 
chequer ; lord Anlbri, tht admirals Bbfcaweh and 
Pdrbes, Dr. Hay, Mr. Weft, Mr* tiwmei-, airf 
Mr. ElKot, to prfcfide it tfr6 bAird of ymkakyi' 
Mr. Fox was gratifiied nvith the offict of refceiwr 
and pay mafter- general of aH hfs rtiaj*fty *s' glfeird$^ 
gar'rifons, And land f6rces ; and tife eari of Th6- 
mond was made treafbrer of the Itiiig*^ liMffadtdv 
arid fworn of his majefty's privy council. OAfer 
promotions likewife took piace^ witli adefigh m 
gratify the adherents of bitherparil^i andfoequal-^ 
ly was the royal favowdiftributed, tKat Ihe utfAOft 
harmony has eVer fniceftibfifted : ihgrfedienti fetiii- 
ingly. heterogeneous, feiVe confoBditdl 'intd (fht 
uniform mafs, fo as to j^rodube t?fR!6Ei Sfer eicfeed- 
irig the moft fanguine expeftafttofrs ; and flii* pru- 
dent arrangement 'ha^ provi(J c^ifjJleaSfe'ng only to 
thofe whom violent party attachirieWt hsfd iflfj^irSd 
with a narfof^ and extltrffvc fpirit. ' . 

The Accumulated foffts and tS^pbimirrA^iWs of 
the preceding yeir, mddci it abfolWWljr n^crfffiiry tO 
retrieve the credit of *e Britilh afrfris -iM touAcils 
by lOfne vigorous and fpirited enterprise, which 
Ihould at 'the fame time prodd^e'fome change in 
the circumftances of his Prufliaafflajefty^ already 
deprifled by the rcpuHe it Golin, aiid in danger of 
being attacked by the whok p<)\;<^r*of Francej ndw 
ready to fall upon him^ like a torrerit,. which hid 
fo lately fwept before it the army 6f obfervatioo, 
now on the brink of difgrace. A wdl plaAried 
And vigorous defcent on the coaffi of France wbuld 
probably give a decifive blow to tKie rfiarine of that 
kingdom, and at the fanie time eflfeft a powerful 
diverfion in favour of the Frufltai> monftrcb, and 

the 
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fhe dakc of C— d, driven from aH his pofts in Ail 1757^ 
the cieftorate of Hanover, by drawing a- part of 
the Fitnch forces to the defence and protedion of - 
their own coafts. Both were ofcgedts of great con* 
cerh, upon whkh the f- — *>n and mr^^y wtrtf 
fedulouflly bent. His royal highne& the duke, in 
a particular maimer^ urged the ntceffity of fOm* 
fenterprize of this nature, as the only expedient t^ 
obviate the fhameful convention now in agitation* 
The mkiiftry forcfaw, that, by dcftroying the efie» 
niy*s (hipping, all fuccours would be dot off from 
America, Whither they w«-e daSy tranfporting ; 
*roop*; the Briti(h commerce fecured, without 
thofe convoys fo inconvenient to. the board of adr _ 
mirafty^ and to the merchants; and thofe id^fd . 
fe^rs of an invafion, ti^tbad in fessse meJifure af^ 
fefted Hhe public! ci^edit, wholly difpejfed. From 
thele confiderations a powerful fieet was orderedj^ 
be got in readkidfs to put to fea on the ftoreeft 
-notice, and ten- fegiments of foot wetie tnarcked to 
atic Ifle of Wight. The naval arnoament^ confift* The com- 
i^g of eighteen ftips of the line, befidcs frigates* f^c"fleef 
firc-fhips, bomb-ketches, and tranfports, yms pjit given to 
under the coifitfiand of Sir Edward Hawke, atiiof- ?»"• ^*^t 
fken whofe faithful fervices recommended hittt, znidf^ 
above tdl 6cha'S, to this commahd^ Sir John Mciiv i^^o^* 
-flaunt w*s ppeferred to uke the ^omnwind of the fl^'^^^J 
iand-forcfes ; and Wh ftriftfy enjoinfed to afl: with neraisir 
the iltnioft un^nimrty and fcarrftcny. JohnMor- 

* Euifope beheld wkh «ftanifli«i«nc thefc mighty 
♦preparations. The deftination- of the armament Secrecy of 
^wate v^rapped in the moft profound fecrecy fit «K- eidon^* 
ercifed the penetration of politicians, and .fiildd 
France with very ferious alarms. Various were ^ 

the 
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An. 17 J7. the impediments which obftruded the embiarkation . 
of the troops for feverial weeks, while Mr. P — ex- 
prefled the greateft uneafincfs at the delay, apd re- 
peatedly urged the commander in ^hicf to expedite 
his departtu-e ; but a fufficient number of cr-anf- 
ports, owing to fonie blunder in the contraSers, 
had not yet arrived. The troops expreflfed an 
eager impatience to fignalize themfelves againft the 
eneniies of the liberties of Europe j but the fupejc- 
ftitious drew unfavourable prefages. from thip dila- 
torinefs of the embarkation.' 
The fleet ; At laft the tranfports arriyed$ the troops were 
Wi!^^^^' put on board with all expedition, and the fleet got 
under fail on the eighth day of September, attended 
with the prayers of every man warmed with the 
love of his country, and folicitous for. her honour^ 
The public, big niirith expedfcation, dubious where 
the ftroke would f^ll, but confident of its Aiccefs^ 
were impatient for tidings froni the fle^t •, but it 
%as nbt till the fourteenth that even the troops on 
^ board began to conjefture that a defcen(;«was ntc* 
ditated on the coaft of France near Rochefqrt, or 
. -Rochclle. 
Qrdfers if- '* O*^ the evctting of the fifteenth orders were 
/aed:by ilTued. that confirmed their fufpicions, and fpread 
t^ g«Bcf jjj^ utmoft joy and alacrity among the men. . Re- 
* .. gulations were made with refpeft to the manner of 
landmg ; and the corps, direfted to attack, had in- 
jun6tions to march up vigorouQy to the enemy, 
referving their fife till they came' very near, and 
" ' ^ then running in upon them with their bayonets: 
J orders which had all the air of a refolution to do 
• bufincfs. 
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♦ The feventeenth farther orders, refpeaing the An. 1757. 
debarkation, were iflfued ; but on the nineteenth 
the whole fleet was furprifed with a fignal to lay- ?^?*fj*"* 
to, though the wind was fair, the night clear, and figmd'^to 
the headland diftant about twenty leagues ^ in lay-to. 
which (Uuation eight beuFs, a fpaee of time invalu- 
able in fuch aconjundure, were loft, before the 
fignal was made to proceed on their courfe. 

On the twenti«th thefleetmade the ifleofOlcron, 
and then Sir Edward Hawke fent an order to vice- 
admiral Knowles, requiring him, if the wind per- 
mitted the fleet, to proceed to Bafque road,. to 
Hand in as near to the Ifle of Aix as the pilot would Admiral 
carry him, with fuch Ihips of his divifion as he Knowlct 
thought neceflary for the fervice, and to batter the take Aix. 
fort till the garrifon fhould either abandon or fur- 
render it. But the immediate execution of this 
order was fruftrated by a French man of war's 
Handing in to the very middle of the fleet, and 
continuing in that ftation for fome time before flie 
difcovered her miftake, or any of the captains had 
a fignal thrown out to give chace. A — 1 K — les. He fends 
when too late, ordered the Magnanime, captain two (hips 
JHowe, and Torbay, captain Keppel, on that fer-, ch^eto 
vice, and thereby retarded the attack upon which a French 
he was immediately fent. A ftrokc of policy great- J[J"^ 
ly to be admired, as from hence he gained time to 
alTure himfelf of the ftrength of the fortifications of 
Aix, before he run his majefty's fliips into danger. 
While the above fliips, with the addition of the 
Royal William, were attending the French man 
cf war fafe into the river Garonne, the remainder 
of the fleet was beating to the windward off the 
. Ifle of Oleron ; and the commander in chief pub- 
4 lilhing 
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An. 17^7* Kihiag wders ape} regulations vhkh da credit ta 
his judgfiKftt, w^ would; have been bigWy \rfeful 
h^d there ever b^ez) occafem to ptit ihem in ex«r 


cuqon' 


On 


C " P' 


T"** > ■'■ ') M. U ^fe.ijJ ' . 


>*'tf;^"<^i">«y<>«»— ^*— gir*** ^ »< 


. • The reader may be pteaf- 
ed with the perufel of thci or- 
'ders iflue^ on the tweniy-fir(l 
\fy libutcA ant-general Sir Joiiiv 
l4oj;davinty fo well calcttlat^d 
to preTcrve good -difcipIiAe, 
?ind ' infpire the officers aiid 
^djerrwith ithat fpirit ofgior 
ry, which k tjie foulof gU mrli^ 
tary operations. 

** Whereas hi< majefly has, 
.by his royal iign nanua]; au- 
'thnrired me to publifh fuch 
Tuies and' <Jrdcrs as are proper 
;to be QbfjBrvc^ by all officers 
and (bldiers under my CQm- 
iirand; as alfo to puni^ any 
lofFendei^ or tranfgreflbrs by 
death, or qtherwiie accordiDg 
to t;he nature of their offence : 
-and whereas the fuccefs of this 
important defcent on the copft 
of France, may greatly depend 
pn the good order and difci^ 
pline to be obferved by the 
officers and foldiers : I judge 
it quite neceflary for the jufl 
^execution of his majefty's or- 
ders, and for the iafety and 
honour of the troojs under my 
command, to eftablifli the fol- 
Jowin^ rules and ordinances ; 
and at the fame time to declare 
that no offender a^ainft them 
Ihrli meet w-ith any pardon. 

No Ibldier ihall pafs by day 
or by nigHt beyond the cen- 
trits of the camp, but with an 
pft^icr : every map .that at- 


umpts it, J^Ul iitisxiediatdj be 
ihot. 

Whenever the army marches, 
the ftrifteft order is to be ob- 
fefvedi and jf aniy fojdief 
leaves his place without per* 
miflidn from his officer, upon 
a«y ocelli,, ht Siall fuiffer 
4eath. 

When ^ny private man has 
leave from his o^er to quit 
his platoon, ordi^Hno^, a fK>n^ ^ 
commiffioned officer ihall bo 
left to bring him tip, • ^ 

AQ ^araullng and pluAden* 
i;ig, without t^e permUfion of 
the commander in chief, will 
be f ufkiihed with death : and 
all other ixvegifisuvMit or nuil^ 
behaviour of any kind, with 
extreme feverity ; on the other 
hand, tb/s general will make it 
his ftudy and padeavour to re- 
ward the deferving. 

Drunkennefs will be punlih-*' 
ed with the utmoft rigour, ef» 
pecially in thofe who arp foond 
drunk upon^uty. 

Men who are fept for woodf 
water, pFOvifions, (lores, &c. 
are to be commanded by an 
officer, or • non^commiflloncd 
officer, in proportion to Aeir 
ilatjon : and fuch officers, and 
non-commiffioned officers, are 
to be anfwerable to the gene* 
ral for their conduct. 

Officers, nou-commiffioned 
officers, apd men upon duty, 

. lire 
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On the twenty- third, the vin of dhe fleet, Jed A*. i/5j!^ 
by capaain Haw6 iti the Mugnanime, ftood toMrards '^"^^^ 

AlX, render of 
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«re t6 be ver^«X8«ft end diU"- 
^ent ; and «one are to abfent 
fliemfdves from their ^[uafds 
t^ let^diltiaics, HXrithout lesoMt 
from their CDmmnida:«> on 
^ny pretence wliatfoever. 

Solelieps df *H 'coriw tfft to 
obey the ^ffiqeys of ail rt\^^ 
ments^ without didiB^lion ; 
fend each is to tl6 hrs teft en* 
^eavoors to forward his ms^ 
jefty's fervice, upon this im- 
portant occalion. 

The rolls arc tb he «dlkd 
tyv'es^ by an officer of a com* 
pany> four times in twenty- 
four hours ; Wo of which fhall 
be H^etwec^ nittoo and re- 

veilk. 

Officers commanding upon 
'ttjoy adrftkiced poffe, Or'-out^ 
,gu«rds, ihftU have di^ir roUs 
called every two hours; and 
*whateverflon-'Commiifiofafed of- 
ficer or.fddi6r ihjill be abfesft 
at the calling of ihie roll» ihall 
immediately he brought to a 
tOurt-martiil, anldftrfterdeatth, 
or vfuch other panifhment as 
the court fhall riiink ht to in- 
fiift. 

Al»y Ibldier who fiines sway 
his ammunition, without or- 
Her, will be accounted a dif» 
cibcyer of mifkary, command^ 
And puni(hed atcordingly ; and 
any man who flies from his co- 
' lours under pretence of want- 
ing ammunition* or for other 
caufes, will be put to death. 

A foldier is not to commit 
tt6\s of barbirity, or cruel in- 
humanityy upoa th^ inhabit 


tancs of the coontryt «nder 
pain of the fcvereft panifh- 
ment. Whatever works thii 
troops arfc empioyed upon* . 
mud be executed with all poi[^; 
iible core and diligence. Bo || 
«iihcers and men Intdl engage 
4)eartt)y in «very thii^ ^ ^t 
tends to the public good. 

The general does not doubt 
bttt th^ every ipsxt of the fe#- 
vice will be chearfully and re* 
folutely carried on by the 
trogps> that from^eir beha^ 
vtoar and condti<!l his maje% 
and their country may be (a* 
tisfied that nothing has been 
^antifig on their part to pro- 
cure fuccefsk 

Officers, who diftinguifc 
4hetnffe}ves, may be afTiifed of 
the general's particular appr^ 
i)ation and regard; and l^e 
will mofl certainly recommend 
them, in the firqngeft manner* 
b his majeily and the duke: 
and that he may have the fa- 
tisfaftion of doing 4his -piece 
of juflice to the facers under 
his command, he expedls that 
What he himfelf does not ob- 
ierve of this fcnt, nay be told 
him by the (^liimanding ofS- 
cers of corps, with all the cir- 
camflances of advantage to the 
officers. 

Whatever 4etachmet)t, par- 
ty., 'or battalion, (hall behave 
with uncommoiy rei^ution^ 
may expe£l all the credit that 
ariies from fuch behaviour; 
and that a juil account will be 
given of tfciir performances.** 
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A^. 1757, Aix» a fmall ifland fituatcd in the mouth of the 
river Charente, leading up to Rochefort, the forti- 
fications half finiihed, and mounted with about 
. thirty cannon and mortars, the gvrifqn compofed 
of fix hundred men, and the whole ifland about 
five miles in circumference. As the Magnanimc 
^approached, the enemy fired briflcly upon her ; but 
captain Howe, regardlefs of their faint endeavours, 
kept on his cotirfe, till having gained the length 
of the fort, he dropt his anchors clofe to the walls^ 
and poured out fo inceflant a fire as foon filenced 
them. It was, however, near an hour before the 
fort ftruclc, when fome forces were landed to take 
.poffeflion of fo important a conqueft, with orders 
to demolifli the fortifications, the care of which 
was entrufted to vice-admiral Knowjes. 
A dcfcent Inconfiderable as this fucccfs might appear, it 
rtfolyed greatly elated the troops, and was deemed an hap- 
py omen of further advantages -, but inftead of 
embarking the troops that night, as was univer- 
fally expefted, feveral fucceffive days were fpent in 
councils of war, foundings of the coaft, and deli- 
berations whether the k — s exprefs orders were 
pradicable, or to be complied with. Eight days 
were clapfed fince the firft appearance of the fleet 
on the coafl:, and the alarm was given to the ene- 
my. Sir Edward Hawke, indeed, propofed laying 
a fixty gun fliip againfl: Fouras, and battering that 
. fort, which it was thought would help to fccure 
the landing of the troops, and facilitate the cntef- 

Such were the orders iflued monilrationsof fatisfa^ion, tef- 

by the general, which we tifying how chearfully the 

thought neceiTary to infert, as troops would comply, if called 

they were received with loud upon. 


on. 


acclamations, and ttnufual de- 


prize 


r 
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prize on Rochefort. This, a French pilot on board ^* '757- 
(Thierry) undertook ; but after a (hip had been 
lightened for the purpofe, vice-admiral Knowlcs re- 
ported that a bomb-ketch had run aground at 
above the diftance of two miles from the fort; 
upon which the projeft of battering or bombard- 
ing the fort was abandoned. The admiral likewife 
propofed to bombard Rochelle i but thisoverturc was 
over-ruled for reafons which we need not mention. 
It was at length determined in a council of war, 
held on the eighth, to make a defcent, ajid attack 
the forts leading to and upon the mouth of the 
river Charente. An order, in confequence of this 
refblution, was immediately iflbed for the troops 
to be ready to go from the tranlports to the boats 
precifely at twelve o*cIock at night. A number o£ 
men of war's boats, under the command of a lieu- 
tenant, were appointed to attend each regiment, 
and to receive the grenadiers picquet compahies, 
and in a number proportioned to their bulk \ but 
with gfeat caution not to overcrowd the boats. 
The colonel of each regiment was direded to land 
with the firft detachment, if it amounted to three ♦ 
companies. The troops were ordered to proceed 
iilently and quietly to the place of rendezvous ap- 
pointed for the divificn, and then to receive their 
commands from a captain of a ftiip of war, which 
they were enjoined fcrupulouily to obey. It was 
.ftrongly recommend^ d to the foldiers to imitate the 
example fo lately before them, the cool and deter- 
mined valour that appeared in the attack pf the 
Ifle of Aix. They were required to form and at- 
tack whatever appeared before them pn their firft 
landing j and colonel, now general Kingfley, was 

^irefted 
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An. 1757. dircftcd to march with the grenadiers on their 
landings with lieutenant-colonel Sir WilliamBoothr- 
by, and major Farquhar. 
The dc- Howevar judicious and agreeable to military 
^t bid rxiks thefe orders might appear, they did not fail ^ 
to raiie aftooiftimcnt m the troops. The tJr»nfports 
were at that time above ibur miles from fliore, the 
enemy alarmed for eight days> and putting thcnj- 
felves in-a.pofture t)f ^defence; fevcral baititaJions 
hsLd been £ren marchii^g along the coaft from Kd- 
theUe^ tbeilaore, it was probable, was now lined 
with batteries ; the fea was. rough and the weatlior 
boifterous; the iirft body, of men landed, which could 
3^ot amount to eighteen hundred, muft defend 
ihemfrlvcs for the fpacc of fix hours before a 
iecond dtfembarkation could be effeded> and th^t 
without the b^^es of a retreat, as the boats weue 
X>rdered inaimcdiately to row back to the tranfport$ 
,10 take in more forces, . All thefe, with a variety 
of other difficulties, were too obvious to efcape the 
moft uncJ3&rving ibldier on board. Notwithftand- 
sng the dangers, but too apparent, there was the 
titmoft aljarity among the troops; and cveiy 
^ thing was purfued with fo much l|)irit and c^cp^di- 
tion, that all the boats were filled ^n hour fooner 
than the time appointed. Here they remained beat- 
ing againft cadi other, and the fides of the fliips, 
for the fpace of four houi:s, while the council weoc 
determining whether, aftet all the trouble givcn^ 
they ihould land ; when at length an order .was 
publifhcdior the troops to return ,tD their refpec- 
rive tranfports, and all thoughts of a defcent, to 
^ appearance, wholly abandoned. 

The 
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The fucceeding days were employed in blowing An. 1757. 
Up and demolifliing the fortifications of Aix ; after 
which, in confequence of a letter from Sir Edward 
Hawke, the land officers took the finid refolutioa 
of returning to England without any farther at- 
temjpts, fully fatisfied they had done all in their 
power to execute the defigns of the m— y, and 
chufing rather to oppofe the frowns of an angry f— > 
the murmufings of an inccnfed nation, and the con- 
N tempt of mankind, than fight a handful of daftardly 
militia. Such was the iffue of an expedition thac 
raifed the expedlation of all Europe, threw the 
coafts of France into the utmoft confufion, and 
coft the people of Englahd little lefs than a •million 
of money! ^'^ 

The fleet was no fobner retui-ned than the whole The fleet 
nation was in a ferment. The public expeftation had ^^?J°' j® 
been wound up to the higheft pitch, and now the 
difappointment was proportioned to thelanguine 
hopes conceived that die pride of France would 
have been humbled by fo formidable an arma- 
ment. The m— y, and with them the national 
voice, exclaimed againft the commanding officers, 
and the military men retorted the calumny, by 
laying the blame on the projectors of the enter- 
prize, who had put the nation to great expenccs, 
before they obtained the neceffary mformation. 
Certain it was, that blame muft fall fomewhere, 
and the m— y refolved to acquit themfelves, andi, 
fix the accufation, by rcquefting his mg'efty to ap* 
point a board of officers of charafter and ability to 
enquire into the caufes of the late mifcarriage- 
This alone it was that could appeafe the public cla- 
and afford general fatisfaftion. 


Spithead. 
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An. 17 sy- The enemies of Mr. P-t endeavoured to wreft the 
mifcarriage of the expedition to his prejudice ; but the 

The pco- whifpers of h€t ion ^Vere foon dlrowned in the voice of 

moiwf " ^^^ whole people df England, who nfevcr could per- 
fuade themfeives that a gentlerhan, raided to the 
height of power and ^jopiilarity by mere dint of fu- 
pcrior merit, ihtcgrhy, aijid difintereftednefs, would 
now facrifice his reputatiofi by a mdck arma* 
ment ; or hazard incurrifig the derifion of Europe, 
by negkding te obtsbn dll the neceflary previous 

, informatiorr, or doing whatever might contribute 

to the fuccefs of the expedkiom It wai aflced, 
whether r^afott or juftiee didtatedj that a late un- 
fercunate admiral Ihould be capitally puni(hed for 
not trying and exerting his utmoft ability to relieve 
Fort St. Philip's, invefted by a powerful army, 
and furrounded with a numerous fleet, while no 
charge of negligence or cowardice was brought 
againft thofe Who Occaiioni^d the mifcarriage of a 
well- concerted and welt appointed expedition ? The 
people, they faiid, were hot to be quieted with the 
ircfolutions 6f a council of war^ compofed of mert 
whofe ina(5tivity might frame ^xcufes for declining 
to expofe themfeives to danger. It was publicly 
^emiot>ed that ftich backwardnefs app^aned among, 
^he general officers before the fleet reached the ifle 
of Oleron, is decafionerf the a— It® dieclare with 
warmth, that he would comply with his orders, and 
go into Bafque rOad, whatever might be the confe- 
quence. It was aflced why the army did not land 
on the night of the twenty-third or twenty fourth^ 
and whether the officers ferit out to reconnoi^e had' 
returned with fuch intelligence as feemed to render 
a dcfceilt imprafticable ? It was alked, whether the 

com- 
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^dmmander in chifcf had coWiplic'd witti his majcfty^ An. 4 fsf. 

\Jrders, "To attempt, as Far as fhall be found prac- 

ticable^ a dtrcent ori the fcoift oF Frahcfe, at or neaV 

Iftochefortj in drder to attack, ind, by a vigorous 

ilnpttifibn^ ifbfcfe that plate; aiid to burn And de- 

ftrt)y^ to thi trtmdft of hi« J^owef) 41 d<>ck^; tnaga- 

tirit!^, ^rfen^Sj and flilpptng as fhill bfe tbUrid 

fhtfrc?** Stifch rumours as riiefe, letrery Whtrfe prti- 

']t)dgatedj fthdthld aA enquiry nb Idrs^hefelf^ to 

the l*e|5trtktion of.thfe ofticeri on the fexjifeditlort, 

'than to th6 iftirtiftef ^ho had Jjrcgeaeid it. 

' Actrorffifij^ly a bbard^ cotififtlrig of Ihrfee qfficfers Hiiittt* 

'bf ratik, rilptitAtidn, ahd ability, :^erc appointed ' ^^^,^*^^ 

'hj his tit^jtfty^ |)Urruaht to the fbllo^^lrig ^arhcnt^ boaH of 

to m^uit^ititd the reafohs t^Hy the fieet Ihould '^n'^n*. 

kive ttturif^d Without haVriig'eifecutcfd Mis rtli- 

j^fty'^ cfrdfeti/ ^* Whereas wt Wet^e pleafed, ih 

Anguft lift, to 'fend a nuittBer bf trc^ops ori an fek- 

pfedition againft 'j^rtace. With, orders and Jnfthic- 

tiohs to ^ttdnipt, a^ far scs fiiould be found pfaftl- 

cSMe, adiefcent on the Frerich coaft, at of htit 

^ll<^thfefort\ in brdfer to attack, if i)fa6Hcablt, and^ 

t)y a vigoroiis ititpteffrbn, fofcfe'thatt f)lace ; and to 

bilni and deftj-oy, to the utmoft of theff power, 

' aH dodcSj m'aga^ines, arfenkls, and (hipping, that 

Ihbuld be fbund there ; and to exert ftich other 

eflforts^ as fliould be judged lii'Oft pfop<?r for ahnoy- 

ing the crifemy^ as by our fevi^ral inftruftiprrs ta 

iht commander of the faid fotces does more fuljy 

apt)ear : ahd whereas the troops lent for thefe piaN 

]pofes arfe returned to Great Britain j no srttertipt 

, having been made to land 6n the coaft of France j 

* toncerning th6 caufes df which ina(ftion, we think ic 

' necefiary that enquiry (hould be made by i;he gehe* 

B 2 ral 
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An.' 1757, ral officers herein after, named, in order that thej^ 
may report thofe caufes to us, for our better infor- 
mation : our will and pleafurc is, and we do hereby 
nominate and appoint our right trufty and entirely 
beloved cbufin and counfellor Charles duke of 
Marlborough^ lieutenant-general 5, wr trufty and 
welHbelovcd George Sackville, commonly called 
. lord George Sackvifle, arid John Waldcgrave, mia^ 
jor-gencfals of our forces, to examine and inquire 
touching, the matters aforefaid. .A,nd . you are to 
give notice" to the faid general-officers when and 
where they are to meet, for the faid examination : 
and the faid general-officers are hereby direfted to 
caufe you to fummon fuch perfons (whether the 
generals or other officers employed in the expedi- 
tion, or others) Is are neceffary to jg^ve informa- 
tion touching the faid matters, or as (hall be defired 
by thofe who were employed in the expedition. 
And the faid general- officers are hereby farther 
direfted to hear fuch perfons as fhail offisr to giye 
them information touching the fame ; and they are 
authorized, impowered, and required, ftriftly tc 
examine into the matters befbrementioned, and to 
report a ftate thereof as it fhall appear to them, 
together with their opinion thereon, ^AU which 
you are to tranfmit to our fecretary of war, to be 
by him laid before us for our confideration.'* . 

This warrant, dated on' the firft day of Novem- 
ber, was dire(3:ed to Thomas Morgan, Efq.> his ma- 
jefty's judge-advocate j and, in confequence of it, 
the three general-officers met on tht: twenty-firft 
. of the fame month. To judge of the pra(a:icability 
of executing his majefty*s orders, it was neceflary to 
inquire into the nature of the intelligence upon 

\ , * • which 


G E O R G E 11. 21 

ijdiich the expedition was projefted. The firft and An- »751 
nioft important was a letter fent to Sir John, now Procccd- 
lord Ligonier, by lieutenant- colonel Clark. This ^8® ®^ 
letter had been frequently examined jsx the privy ©f {j^q^ 
council, and contained in fubftancc. That ccMonel ry- > 
Clark, in returning from Gibraltar in the y;ear one 
thoufand feven hundred and fifty- four, had tra- 
velled along the weftern coaft of France, to obfcrvc 
the condition of the fortifications, and judge how 
far a defcent w^ould be prafticable, in cafe of a rup- 
ture between Great Britain and France. On his 
coming to Rochefort, where he was attended by . 
. an e»ngineer, he- was furprifed to find the greateft - 
part of a good rampart, with a revetment, flanked 
only with redans ; no outworks, no covert- way j, . 
and in many places no ditch, fo that the bottom 
of the wall was fcen at a diftance. He remem- 
bered, that in other places, where the earth had 
been taken out tp form the ramparc, there was left 
round them a confiderable height of ground, 
'whence an enemy might draw great advantage : 
that for above the length of a front, or two or three 
hundred yards, there was no rampart, or even en- 
trenchment, but only fmall ditches, in the low and 
marftiy grounds next the river, which however 
were dry at low water ; yet the bottom remained 
muddy and flimy . Towards the river no rampart, 
no batteries, no parapet, on cither fide, appeared ; 
and on the land-fide he oSferved^ fome high 
ground, within the diflance of one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred yards of the town j in which 
condition, the colonel was told by the engineer^ 
the place had remained for above feventy years. 
To prevent giving umbrage, Ije drew no plan of 
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M* iisi7' the place, and even burnt the few iketc|ies he had 
by him : however, as to utility, the colonel der 
clared himfelf a3 much fatisfied ^ if he had got 9 
plan. He could not, afcertain the dircft height of 
the ramp^irt; but thought \t caul^ npt exc?e4 
;w?nty-fiY^ fpct, including th? parapet. The ri\fey 
might be a,hout one hundred and thir^ bro^d, and 
%hi^ entrance defended by two or threi? fmall re* 
doubu. As to forces, none a^e ever garrifoned 
at Rochefort, except marines, which, ^ the tim^ 
the colonel w^s on the ipot, amounted to about onf 
thoi;ifand. 

This was the firft intelligence the ?uniftry xe^ 
ceived of the (late of Rochefort, which afforded 
fufficienj: room to believe, that an atuck by fur-r 
prize might be attqndcd with happy conf^yenccs. 
It was true, that colonel Clark made his oblervat 
tions in time of peace i but it was Hkewife pror 
bable, that no great altera.tipns were m^e, on ac- 
count of the war, as th? place had remained in th^ 
fame condition during the two or thr^ laft wars 
with France, when they had the fame reafons as 
now to esjpeft their coafts would be infultjed. 

The next informa.tion was obtained from Jo{4^ 
Thierry, a French pilot, of the proteftant religion, 
who palled feveral examinations before the privy 
council This perfpn declared, that he ha,d fol- 
lowed the bufinefs of a pilot on the coafts of Francf 
for the {pace of twenty years, and ferved a? firfj 
pilot in feveral of th^ king's fhips : that he had, in 
particular, piloted the Magnanime, before fee w^t 
taken by th^ Englifh, for about twenty-twQ 
months, ^nd had often condufted her into the road 
-^f thclflie of Ai^i ^nd thv: he was petfedly ac- 

* quainted 
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quainted with t\» entrance, vhich, indeed, is fq A«' >757* 
cafy as to render a pilot almpft unneccffary. The 
road, he faid, ;afforded good anchorage in twelve 
or fourteen fathom wao^r, a$ far as Bayonne : the 
channel between ihe ilj^nd^ of Okron and Rhe 
was three league$ broads ^d the banks i^ecefiary 
to be avoided near the tend, except one called the 
Boiard, which is cafily difcerned by the J>reakers. 
He alEfmed, that the largefl: vefl^ls iiiight draw 
up clofe to the fort of Aix? which he would under- 
take the Magnanim^ alone cpuld deftroy : that the 
largeiilL (hips might come up to the Virgcrot^ two 
miles diftai^t from the mouth of the river, with sil 
liidr cannon and ftorcs : that men might be landed 
to the north of fort Fguras, out of fight of the 
fort, upon fL meadow, w^efe the ground is firm 
and levelf under poyef of the cafinoi) of the fleet. 
This l^ingrplace he reckofijEid at about five miles 
from Rocbefoit, the W4y dry, and oo way intcrr 
cept^d by ditcher and moralSes^ Great part of the 
city was encompaffed by i yidjil ; but ppwards the 
river, op both fides, for about Ciicty paces, it wag 
inclofed only with pallifades, without a fo0e. 

Tp the intelligence of colonel Clark and Thier- 
ry, the miniftry added a fecret acqount obtained 
of the ftreogtb and diftribution of the French 
forces ; whence it appeared highly probable, that 
not mone than ten thoufand men could be allowed 
for tb»e defence of (he whole coaft, from St. Vdery 
to Bouyrde^ux. 

In confequei^e of the above information ith^ 
fecret ejtpedition was planned ; inftrudions given 
to Sir John Mordaunc and admiral Hawke p^ make 
9 vi^r<;^s JfQpreifion on the French coa£l, ^nd all 

B4 the 
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A«»17S7' the other meafures projeftcd, which it was ima* 
gined would make an cffeftual diverfion, by. oblig* 
ing the enemy to employ a great part of th?ir 
forces at home, difturb and Ihake the credit of 
their public loans, impair the ftrength arid re- 
fources of their navy, difconcert their extenfive and 
dangerous operations ^of war, and, finally, give life, 
ftrength, and luftre to the common caufe and his^ 
majefty's arms. 

The board of inquiry took next into confidera- 
tion the feveral letters and explanatory inftruAions 
fent to Sir John Mordaunt, in confequence of fome 
difficulties which might poffibly occur, ftated by 
that general in letters to the minifter, previous to 
his failing, Then' they examined the report made 
to Sir Edward Hawke by admiral Broderick, and 
the captains of * men of war fent to found the 
French Ihore from Rochelle to fort Fouras, dated 
September the twenty-ninth; the refult of the 
councils of war on the twenty- fifth and twenty- 
• eighth ; Sir Edward Hawke's letter to Sir John 

Mordaunt on the twenty-feventh, and the general's 
anfwer on the twenty •ninth : after which Sir John 
Mordaunt was caljed upon to give his reafons for 
not putting his majefty's inftruftions and orders ih 
execution. This he did in fubftance as follows : 
The attempt on Rochefort, he underftood, was to 
have been on the footing of a coup de main,, or 
furprize, which it would be impoflible to execute, 
if the defign was difcovered, or the alarm taken. 
He alfo uoderftood that an attempt could not be 
made, nay, that his majefty did not require it 
fhouid, uhlefs a proper place for debarking, and i^ 
fafe retreat for the troops, was difqovered j parti^ 
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cularly where the ftiips could proteft them, and a A4- I7S?» 
fafe communicatioh with the fleet, and conveyance 
of fopplies from it, was found. His fentiments, 
he faid, were confirmpd by a paper, to this purpofe, 
delivered to him by Sir John Ligonier, on his'firll 
being appointed to command the expedition. It 
was likewife probable, he thought, that although 
Rochefort ftiould have remained in the lituation in 
which colonel Clark and the pilot Thierry had fecn 
it three years before, yet that a few days prepara- 
tion could make' it fufficiently defcnfible againft a 
icoup de main. Judging, therefore, the depen-' 
dance on fuch an operation alone improper, he ap- 
plied to the miniftry for two more old battalions, 
and artillery for a regular attack to force the place ; 
which, from its conftruftion, appeared as difficult 
. to be made defcnfible againft the latter, as cafily 
fecured againft the former. But this requeft being 
refufed, he ftill thought it his duty to obey his or- 
ders on the footing the expedition was planned, 
cfpecially as he underftood his inftrudidns were 
difci'etionary, regarding thie circumftances of the ^ 
' time, the condition of the place, and the nature 
of the fervice. He recited the pbfitive and cre- 
dible intelligence received, as well before the em- 
barkation as during the voyage, of the alarm giy^en 
to France, and the preparations made along the 
French coafts from Brcft and St. Malo's to Roche- 
fort. The accidents that kept the fleet hovering 
along the coafts, and prevented the poffibility of 
an attempt by forprize : the reports of all the gen- 
tlemen employed in foundieg the coafts, fo con* 
Jfafy to the intelligence given by Thierry the pilot: 
^he opinion of the council of war, bv which he was 
^ . : * ,^ ■ cnjoinc4 
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A^' i7ih fUJeioctd to ^ft, aiid with which hh own judgment 
^OflcufffH^ ; fh« endeavours ufed, after the twcntyr 
[vfth^ tQ find out fome expedient for annoying the 
enemy» l^nd executing his majcfty's inftruftions: 
the atterppt inade to knc}) in coniequence of the 
fefolutipn of the fecond council of war, which was 
prevented l?y boiftcrous and ftormy weather : and, 
bftly> tb^ reafons that determined him, in concert 
yiit,h thf Dther land-officers, to return to England 
paving confidered all tbefe circumflances, and 
(examined fevieral officers who fervcd in the expedi*- 
tipn, the court of inquiry ^ve in the following 
report to his majeily j a report, gt that tinje, deeftir 
ed equivocal, ar-tful^ a^d unfatisfa^ory. 
Rcfult of « jj appears to us, that one caufe of the expc^ 
of inq"iii- ^^^\^^ haying failed^ is the nor attacking fort Fou- 
xy* 1^ by fea, at the fame time that it CQuld have 

been attacked by land, agreeable to the &t&dftiig% 
which certainly muft have been of the greateil uti- 
lity towards carrying your majjefly's inflFu<5liona 
int(3^ execution. It w^s at firft refojved by adniiral 
H^wke (Thierry, the pilot; having undertaken thp 
f^e condud c^ a ihip to fort Fouras for th^t pun- 
pofe), but jikfterw^rds laidafide, upon the reprcr 
ientatign of vice-admirai KnowJes, that the Bar- 
ileqr, the fhip defigned for that fefyice, was oji 
ground, at the diftance of between four and five 
giilcs from the fhore : \mt ^ neither Sir jpdw^rd 
H^iWke or the pilot cquld attend to give any in- 
formation upon that head, we cannot prefume tp 
offer any certain opinion thtereupon. 

" We conceive another caufe of the failure of thiJ 
expedition to have been, that inftead of attempi;- 
■ng to land, when the report was rcf:eiycd, on thie 

twenty- 
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twfiity.fomth f|f September, I frem le^r-vkiiir^ A»*i7£jl» 
Brodcrick, afl4 the craplwjaai wba tw4 Iwn fem «Mt 
to IftiHi^ ^nid r^eqeiipilr^, * epflpcij pf w»r wa* 
fummoncd and held on the twenty-fifth ; in ^h^^h 
it w?3 unanimoijfly Tfiolved not to Und^ a^ thcj at- 
temp; on RochefofC was peith^r advifeable 9/^ 
pr^icable: but it does not appear to us, t^i^t 
there w?re then^ or at any time aifterw^s,^ citl^ 
a bpdy of troops pr batteries op fhp;-e fu^ient tp 
have prevented th? ^tempting a defcent, ip piirr 
fuai^ce of the in(lru6lions figaed t^ yqyr n^^eAy *• 
neither'does it ^ppeo^r to ds, that there wer^ wj 
reaipiis fuffiqient to induce the council of w^r tp 
believe that Ro^hefprt was fp far ch?ngf d, ii> v^ 
fpeft of its ftrcngth, pr pofture of ^cfsnce, i^ocp 
the es^peditipn was firf^ r^^folved op iq £ng)^n(j, a^ 
to prevent aU atteiiipts of an attfu:k upon th^ 
place, in order to burn and d^ftrqy th^ 4P<^ks, mar 
gazines, arfensds, and Ihippin^ in ob^die^^:^ tp 
your (najefty^s cppinigqdp. 

^^ And we think purfelves p^iged to * reipHrk^ 
in the couQCJl of w^r on the twenty-eighth of Sepr 
tember, th^ no reafon could have exifted fufiicient 
to prevent the attempt of landing the troops, as 
the council then unanimoufly refolved tp land with 
all poffible difpatch* 

" We beg Icj^vf alio tP remark* tha^ after its 

being unanimo\i(ly r^lv(td to \mA> in the council 

of war of the twenty eighth of September, the re-? 

iblutiop was taken of returning to England, with^ 

out any regular or general meeting of the laid 

council : ^ but, ^s the whole pperation was of ip ip-? 

conQderable ^ nature, we do not oflfer this to your 

l^aje^ as % qaufe pf th« failure of the expedition \ 

finc« 
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^•i7S7' finccwc cannot but look Upon the expedition to 
have failed from the tirtie the great objeft of it 
wa:s laid afide, in the cauncij of war of the twenty- 
fifth." 
^*f ^^Ihe However vague, and even inconfiftent, this re- 
import. P^t, Cgned by the general-officers Marlborough, 
Sackville, and Waldegrave, might appear to ma^iy 
perfons, it probably laid the foundation for the 
court-martial which fat loon after upon the conduct 
of. the commander in chief on the expedition. 
The enemies, of the m — ^r made a handle of it, to 
leffen him in the eftecm of the public, by laying 
the whole blame on his forming a projeft fo exr- 
penfivc to the hation, on intelligence not only 
Hight at the firft view, but falfe upon farther exa- 
mination. But the people werie ftill his advocates : 
they difcerned fomething myfterious in the whole 
conduct of the commander in chief. They plain- 
ly perceived that caution took place of vigour, and 
that the hours for aftion were fpent in deliberar 
tions and councils of war. Had he debarked the 
troopsj and made fuch an attack as would have 
diftinguifhed his courage, the voice of the people 
i^oitld have acquitted him, however unfuccefsful, 
though prudence perhaps might have condemned 
him. Even Braddock's rafhnefs they deemed pre* 

fers^ble to M- ^'s inaftivity : the lofs of fo many 

brave lives was thought lefs injurious and difgrace- 
I ful to the nation, than the too fafe return of the 
prefcnt armament. The one demonftrated that 
the Britifh fpirit ftill exifted ; the other feemed to 
indicate the too powerful influence of wealth, luxu- 
ry, and thofc manners which tend to debauch and^ 
emafculatc the mind. A public trial of the com- 

mander 
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ihander in chief was expefted by the people, and it ^"' '757* 
tvas gracipufly granted by his majefty. It is even 
thought that Sir John Mordaunt himfelf demanded 
to have his conduft fcrutinized, by which method 
alone he was fenfible his charafter could be re- 
cftabliflied. His maje'fty's warrant for holding a A ccrart- 
court-martial was accordingly figned on the third ^^'^^^j^t^ 
day of December. The court was compofcd of to try Sir 
nine lieutenant-generals, nine major-generals, and Jo^nMor- 
three colonels, who fat on the fourteenth, and con- 
tinued by feveral adjournments to the twentieth, 

I-iieutenant-genefal Sir John Mordaunt came 
prifoncr before the court,, and the following charge^ 
was exhibited againft him 3 namely. That he being 
appointed by the king commander in chief of his 
majefty's forces fent on an expedition to the coaft 
of France, and having, received orders and in- 
ftrudions relative thereto from his majefty, under 
his royal fign-manual, and alfb by one of his prin- 
cipal fecret^ries of ftate, hath difobeyed his m^ef- 
ty'siaid orders and inftrudions. The proceedings 
of this court were nearly limilar to thqfeof the court 
of inquiry. • The fame evidences were examined, 
with the addition of Sir Edward Hawke*sdepofition; 
and a defence, differing in no effential ^point from^ 
the former, made bjn the prifoner : bijt the judg- 
ment given was clear and explicit. Sir John Mor- ' 
daunt was iinanimoufly found Not guilty, and 
therefore acquitted, while the public opinion re- 
mained -unaltered ; and many perfons inveighed as 
bitterly againft the lenity of the prefent court- 
martial, as they had' formerly againft the feyerity 
of the fentence pafled upon a late utifortunate ad- 
miral. The evidence of one gendeman, in parti- 

5 v; cular. 
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Ani^i757. cular, drew attention : he was accufed df tergiver- 
fatiOrt, and of fhewiftg that partial indulgfencd 
Which his oWrt tdnduta n&quirfed. He publicly dte- 
fthded hfs charadtef: his perfbtaatice was t^h- 
furedj and hlrtifelf dlfrifiified the fel-rice by his 
■*■■ *•" n, * 

flefidds the diirerfioii intended by a defceiit bh 
th(* eo^ft of France, fetreral other methods werfe 
eftiployed t6 atnufe the eftertiy, il well as to pfb- 
tetSt the trade df the kingddrti, fecurfc dur colonies 
in the Weft Indies, and infure the cbndiiuirifce of 
the extWdrdinaty fucGcft which h«d' ktely bfeffed 
his ftiajefty*s irftis in the fitifl: Indies; but thefft W^ 
cdlBd ntrt hiention bfefotcfj without breaking the 
thread bf dlir riarratidn. 
Squadron On the ntftth of Fcbfudfy adniii^al Weft failtd 
Went"^ #ith a fquddrdn of men of wai^ to the weftWaitii 
to theEad *$ did admiral Coates with the fleet uridtr his cdh- 
and Weft fdy'to tht Wtft Indfes ; and terfitoodore Sffcxrens 
^trtth the^ tfdde td the Eaft Ifidies^ in the rfibnth 
rf' March- Admi^d Hoiboui-ri aftd c©rlitnoddW 
Mdhni^, With efeVeh (hips of the lihe, a ftdflirpj 
bdittfr-ketdi, find fifty ti^srpdfrtt,* 4iled from Sb 
Heletf * fbf A#Wtt€2t iii April. Thi adhilftl had 
^dtt Jbdaf€ X^ thou&fid two: htrn^f'ed efedive mtHi, 
«f^tiilMl ^ ^f&cen^ ufldETi* the command of gene* 
id ft<lt)fertv iflifted by ford Charles Hay. IftMay 
tf^iftf Oftdrtte, foirced Back to Plymouth with 
-Ms li|tt*ift>ft by ftfeft of treatl^f , fet fail for the 
i/I^Sie^tXitm \ as did two Ihips of war fent to 
twivoy the Amettcainr trade. 

Ifl the mean tim^ the privateers fitted out by 

]pmtAte merchants, and focieties^ greatly annoyed 

ihe French commerce. Thei Antigallican, a pri^ 

6 vatc 
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flte (feip of war, equipped by ia fociety of gentle*- An/i7j;. 
men who affumed that name, took the Diike de Succcfs of 
Penthidvre Ihdiaman oflf the port of Corunna, and ^^ p^^^. 
caA-ied her into Cftdiz« The prize was eftimated tecr$. 
worth tW6 hundred thoiifand poundiJ j and ihime- 
diat*) application was nSade by Fraticd to the court 
of Spain for f eftitution^ while the proprietors of 
the Antigallican were fquandering in mirth, fefti^ 
Vity^ and riot, the imitginaiy wealthy fo eafily and 
lunexpe^ledly acquired. Such wi^* the remon- 
ftrances madfe to his Catholic majerty, with rcfpeift 
to the illegality of the pfisje^ whkh the French 
Eaft India company ^erted was taken within (hot 
of a neut^l pbrt, that the Pcmhievre was firft vio-^ 
feririy wrefted out of the hands of the captors^ thert 
detained as a depollt, with fealed hatches/ and A 
Spatiiftf guard on boards till the clakHs Hf both 
parties -could be examined ^ and at laft adjud^icl 
to be afl illegal taptwe, and cohfequently i-eilbfed 
to the French, to the great difappointmenc df th^ 
' owners of the privateer. Befides . the fuccefs which 
attended a gr€4it number of other pm^ttcfs^ th^ 
lords of the admiralty publiftied a lift df dhefva 
thirty ftips of war arid privateers taken from the 
enemy, in the fpace ctf'four months, by the Englifh 
floops and men of war; exclufiye of the Duke de 
Aquitaine Indiaman, now fitted out as a Ihip of 
war, taken by the Eagle and Mcdway ; the Pondi- 
cherry Indiaman, valued ^t one hundfed and lixty 
thdufand pounds, takeri 'by the Dover man of war 5. 
and above fix privateers brought into port by the 
diligent and brave captain Lockart, for which he 
was honoured with a variety of prelenta of plate 
by fcveral corporations, in teftimony of theh-efteem 

and 
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^^* }7S7' and regard. This run of good fortune w^ notv 
however, without fome retribution on the fide of 
, the enemy, who, out of twenty-one fhips home-* 
ward-bound from Carolina, made prize of nine* 
teen; whence the merchants fuftained confider* 
able damage, and a great quantity of valuable 
commodities, indigo in particular^ was loft to this 
country* ' • 

Riots oc- Notwithftanding the large imports of grain froni 
by the ' different parts of Europe and America, the artifice 
ligh price of cngroflers ftill kept up the price of corn. So 
^**"* inccnfed were the populace at the iniquitous com- 
binations entered upon to fruftrate the endeavours 
of the legiflature, and to opprefs the poor, that 
they rofe in a tumultuous manner in feveral coun- 
ties, fometimes to the number of five or fix thou- 
iand, and feized upon the grain brought to mar- 
ket. Nor was it indeed to be wondered at, confix 
dering the diftrefs to which many perfons were re- 
duced. The difficulty of obtaining the neceflTaries 
of life raifed the price of labour, at the moft unfea- 
ibnable time, when all manufafturers were over- 
ftocked for want of a proper market, which obliged 
them to difmifs above half the hapds before em- 
ployed. Hence arofc the moft pitiable condition 
of feyeral thoufands of ufeful induftrious fubjefts j 
a calamity attended only with one advantage to the 
public, namely, the facility with which recruits 
were raifed for his majefty*s fervice. At laft the 
plentiful crops, with which it pkafed Providence 
to blefs thefe kingdoms, the prodigious quantities 
of corn imported from foreign countries,^ and the 
wife mcafures of the legiflature, broke ^11 the vil- 
lainous fchemes fct on foot by foreftaljers and en- 

. groflfersj 
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groffers, and reduced the price of corn to the ufual An. ijsJi 
(landard. The public joy on this event was great- 
ly augmented by the fafe arrival of the fleet from 
the Leeward Iflands, confifiiftg of ninety-two. fail j 
and of the Streights fleet, efteemed worth three 
millions fterling, whereby the filk manufadiurerfl 
in particular were again employed, and their dif- 
trefles relieved. Abput the fame time the India 
company was highly elated with the joyful account 
of the fafe arrival and fpirited conduft of three of 
their captains, attacked in their pafliage homeward 
by two iFrench men of war, one of. fixty^four, the 
other of twenty-fix guns. After a warm engage* 
ment, which continued^ for three hours, they 
obliged the French ftiips to fheer off, with fcarcc 
any loft on their own fide. When the engagement 
began, the captains had promifed a reward of a 
thpufand pounds to the crews, by way of incite- 
ment to their valour ; and the company doubled 
jhe fum, in recompence of their fidelity and cou- 
rage. 

Before we quit the affairs of Britain, we cannot 
avoid mentioning a few occurrences, which deferve 
to be recorded, however defultory, unconncftcd, 
and incapable of hifl:orical embellifliment they may 
appear. Amorig the mofl: interefl:ing we may 
reckon thofe tumults and riots of the populace in 
Kent, Hertfordfliire, Nottinghamfhire, Lincoln- 
fhire, Bedfordfhire, York city and county, to op- 
pofe the execution of the militia- bill. Many difor- 
ders were committed on. thefe occafions ; and the 
people, incenfed at the irregularity of the proceed-* 
ings of thofe gentlemen appointed to carry the a6t 
into execution, and with certain defedts in the adt. 

Numb. !!• C Teemed 
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• 

An. 1757. feetned wholly to negleft the real advantages^ 
which in time muft rteceflarily flow from a meaiure 
the moft conftitutional and falutary that can be 
imagined, for the defence and proteftion of public 
liberty. 

His majefty, having taken into iconfideratiori 
the incredible damage fuftained by the commerce 
of thefe kingdoms, for want of proper harbours 
and forts on the weftern coaft to receive and pro- 
teft merchantmen, was gracioufly pleafed to order, 
that a temporary fecurity (hould be provided for the 
ftiipping which might touch at Milford haven, 
until the fortifications, voted in parliament,, could 
be ercfted. How far his majefty's dire6Hon« have 
been complied with, the number of merchantmen 
taken by the enemy's privateers upon that coaft:, 
fufficiently indicates. His majefty Kkewife, rc- 
flefting on the late hardlhips fuftained by the inn- 
holders in the county of Kent, by the conftant 
quartering of foldiers in their, houfe?, was pleafed 
to dircft the fum of three thoufand pounds to 
be tranfmitted to them, and diftributed by Mr; 
Auften, clerk of the peace for that county: a well- 
' tinned aft: of liberality, that fully evinces his majefty^is 
extreme afFeftion and tender regard for the interefl: 
^nd happincfs of his people. 
A view of Whatever r'eafons the government had to expeft 
tions^n^*' the campaign Ihould be vigoroufly puflicd in Ame- 
Amcrica. f tea, almoft every circumftance turned out contrary 
to expeftation. Not all the endeavours of the earl 
of Loudon to quiet the diflentions among the dif- 
ferent provinces, and to eftablilK unanimity and 
harmony, could prevail. Circumftances required, 
that he Ihould aft the part of a mediator, in order 
4 to 
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to rjofe the' neccffacy fupplics for profccuting the ^' '757* 
war, without which it was impoffiblc he could ap-. 
. pear in the charafter of a general. 

The enemy, in the mean time, were purfuiqg 
the blow given at Ofwego, and taking advantagjc 
of the diftra£Uon that appeared in the Britiih coun- 
cils. By their fucceflcs, in the preceding cam- 
p^gn, they remained matters of all the lakes. 
Hence they were furnilhcd with the means of 
P'aftiling on the Indians in all the different dif- 
trids, and obliging them, by rewards, prbmifes, 
and menaces, to adl in their favour. Every accef- 
lion to their ilrength, was a real diminution of that 
of the Britifh comaiander -, but then the ignorance 
or puiiUanimity of feme of the inferior officers in 
our back fcttlements was, in efFeft, more benefi- 
cial to the enemy than all the vigilance and acti- 
vity of Montcalm. In conftquence of the fhame- 
ful lofs of Ofwego, th^y voluntarily abandoned to 
the mercy of the French general the whole country 
of the Five Nations, the only body of Indians who 
had inviolably performed their engagements, or 
indeed that had prcfervcd any fincere regard for 
the Britifh government. The communication with 
thefe faithful allies was now cut oflF, by the impru- < 

dent demolition of the forts we poflcfTed at the 
great Carrying place. A ftrong fort,, indeed, w^ 
built at Winchefter, and called Fort Loudon, after 
the commander, in chief; and four hundred Che- 
rokee Indians joined the Englifti forces at Fort 
Cumberland : but this by no means counterbal- 
laRced the lofTes fuftained in confequencc of our 
having imprudently popped up Wood- creek, and 
filled it with logs. Every pedbn, the leaft ac" 
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Air. 1757. quaintcd with the country, readily perdcivcd ih& 
* 'weakncfs of thefe meafures, by which our whofe 
frontier was left open and expofcd to thp irruption 
of the favages in the French intereft,- who would 
Bot,farI to profit by our blunders, too notorious fa- 
cfcape them. By the removal of thefe barriers, a 
path Was opened to our fine fettlemehts on thdfe 
grounds called the German Flats, and along the 
Mohawk's river, which the enemy deftroyed mitt 
■fire and fword before the end of the campaign. 

In the mean time lord Loudon was taking the 
moft effcftual fteps to unite the provinces, and 
raife a force fufiicicnt to give fome declfive blow. 
Thc^ attack on Crown Point, which had been (b 
long • meditated, was laid afide, as of lefs im- 
portance than the intended expedition toLouif- 
bourg, . now fubftituted in its place, and undoubt- 
edly a more confiderable objeft in itfelf. Admiral 
Holbourn arrived at Halifax, with rhe fquadrofi 
- and tranfports under his command, on the nihth d£ 
July ; and it was his lordftiip's intention to re^^lr 
thither with all poflible diligence, in 6rder to take 
upon him the command of the expedition ; but k 
variety of accidents interpofed. It was with the 
utmoft difficulty he at length aflcmbled a body of* 
fix thoufand men, with which he inflrantly began 
his march to join the troops lately arrived from 
England. When the jundion was effedled, the 
whole forces amounted to twelve thoufand men \. 
\n army that raifed great expeftations. Irtime- 
Vliately fome fmall veffels were fent out to examine 
and reconnoitre the condition of the enemy, dnd 
the intermediate time was employed ih embarkinj^ 
the troopS) as ^n as the tranfports arrived: I'he 
' i V re- 
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^Jiirn of the fcouts totally altered the face of af- A»- 17.^7* 
fairs : they brought the unwelcome news, that M, 
dc Bpis de la Mpthe, who failed in the month of 
lylay from Bceft with a large fleet of men of war . 
and tranfports, was now fafe at anchor in the har- 
.i>our of Louifbourg. Their Intelligence was fup- 
j>orted by 'the teftimony of. XeveraJ deferters ; yet 
Hill it wanted confirmation, and many perfons. 
Relieved their account of the lenemy's ftrength^ 
greatly magnffied. Such advices., however, could 
not but occafipn extraordinary flu6tuations in the 
jCpuncils of war at Hallifax. Some were for fetting 
alide.all thoughts of the expedition fox that feafon ; 
while others, more warm in their difpofitions, and 
fanguiiie in tjieir expeftations, were for profc- 
jcuifing it. with vigpur, in Ipite of all dangers and 
cjiAculties. Their, diiputes were carried on with 
grip^t vehemence, when a packet, bound fronrx 
touifbpurg for France, was taken by one of his. 
fxiajefty's (hips .ftationed at Newfoundland. Shc: 
had ktters on board, which put the enemy's fupe- 
jiority beyond all doubt, at leaft by fea. It clearly 
jappe^red there w^re at that time in Louifbourg; 
fix thoufsind regular troops, three thouja^id na- 
tives^ and one thoufand three hundred Indians, 
with fcv^nteen ftiips of the line, and three friga^s, 
moored in the harbour j that the place was well 
fupplied with ammunition, provifiohj a^dt every 
kind of military jftores; an^ that the en^iipy wifhed. 
•for nothing more than an attack, which it was pro- 
bable -would terminate to the difgrace of the af- 
failants, and ruin of the Britifli affairs in America. 
Tl^e commanders at Hallifax were fully apprized of 
;hc cgnfequences of an unfuccefsful attempt: i% 
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Aii.i7S7. was therefore almoft unanimoufly rcfolvedto poft- 
pone the expedition to fome more convenient opr 
portunity, eijpecially as the feafon was now far ad-- 
vanccd, which alone would be fufficient to fruftratc 
their endeavours, and render the enterprise abprr 
live. 

This refolutiort feems, indeed, to ^lavc been th© 
moft eligible in their circumftances, whatever con- 
ftruftions might afterwards be given, with intenr 
tion to prejudice the public againft the commanr 
der in chief Lord Loudon's departure from New 
York, with all the forces he was able tq coUeft, 
afforded the marquis de Montcalm the faireft x)C^ 
.cafion of improving the fuccefles of the former 
"campaign. That general had, in the very com- 
mencement of the feafon, made three different at- 
tacks on Fort William- Henry, in all of which he 
was repulfed by the vigour and refolution of the 
garrifon. But his difapppintment here lyaa hal- 
l/meed by an advantage gained by a party of rcgu- 
Jars and Indians at Ticonderoga. Colonel John 
Parker, with a detachment of near four hundred 
men, went by water, in whale and bay boats, to. 
attack the cncrriy's advanced guard at that place! 
Landing at night on an ifland, he fent before dawh ' 
three boats to the main land, which the enemy 
way-laid and took. Having procured the necef- 
fary intelligence from the prifoners of the cqloneVs 
. defigns,^ they contrived their meafures, placed 
thre^ hundred men in amblifh behind the point 
where he propofcd landing, and fent three bfattoes 
to the place of rendezvous. Colonel Parker, mif- 
taking thefe jfor his own boats, eagerly put to Ihore, 
was fyrrcunded by the enemy, reinforced with 

four ^ 
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four hundred men, and attacked with fuch inlpe- An. 1757. 
tti6rity, that, of the whole detachment, only two 
officcis And fcventy private men efcapcd. Flulhtd 
with this advantage, animated by the abfenceof the 
Britifh commander in chief, then at Hallifax, and 
fired with a defire to revenge the difgracc he had 
lately fuftained before Fort Henry, Montcalm drew 
together all his forces, with intention to lay fiegc 
to that place. ForfWilHam-lIenry ftands on the 
fouthern coaft of Lake George. It was built with 
a view to protedt and cover the frontiers of the 
Englifti colonies, as well ias to command the lake. 
The fortifications were good, defended by a garri- 
fbn of near three thoufand men, and. covered by 
an army of four thoufand, under 4he conduft of 
general Webb, polled at no great diftance. When 
^ the marquis dc Montcalm had aflcmbled all the 
forces at Crown Point, Ticonderoga, and the adja- 
cent pofts, together with a confiderable body of 
Canadians and Indians', amounting in the whole to 
near ten thoufand nien, he marched direftly to the 
fort, made his approaches, and with a good train 
of artillery began playing on the garrifon. . 

On the very day he inyefted the place he fent a 
letter to colonel M^onro, telling him, he thought 
hi mfelf obliged, in humanity, to define he would 
furrender the fort, and not provoke the great num- 
ber of favages in the French army by a vain re- 
fiftance. *' A detachment of your garrifon has 
lately, fays he, experienced their cruelty : I have 
it yet in my power to reftrain them, and oblige 
them to oblerve a capitulation, as none of them 
hitherto are killed; which will riot be in my power 
in other circumftances. Your perfifting in the de- 

P 4 fence 
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'A11.-1757. fence qf your fort can only retard its fate a. few 
days, and muft of neceffity expofe an unfprtunatp^ 
sarrifon, who can poflibly receive no f^lief, confi- 
xlering the precautions taken to prevent it. I de- 
mand a decifive anfwer, for wTiid^ purjpofe I have 
' fent the fieur JFuntbriine^ one of my aid-dp-canips. 
You may credi): wliat he will, inforni yoii of, from 

^ General Webb ' beheld his preparatiohi with an 
indiiFerence arid fecurity bordering on irifatyatiori/ 
It is' credibly reported, that he had private intelli- 
gence of all the' French generars defigns and mo- 
tions J )ret, either defpifing his ftrength, or dif- 
crediting ithe information, he pegle<5j:ed collefting 
the mjlitia in time, which, in conjunction with hi$ 
own forces, would probably have obliged Mont- 
calm to relinquifh the attempt, or, atleaft, havq 
rendered his fuccefs very doubtfuf and hazardous. 
The enemy, meeting with no difturbance'frbm the 
ijuarter they moft dreaded, profecuted the fiege 
with vigour, and were warmly received by the gar- 
rifon, who fired with great fpirit, tpl they had 
burft almofl all their cannon, and fpent their am- 
munition, Neither Montcalm's promlfes or threats 
CQuld prevail upon them to furrender, wliile they 
were in any condition to defend themfelves, or 
could reafonably expeft affiftancei from general 
Webb. They even perfifted to hold out after pru- 
defice diftated they ought to furrendcr. ' Colonel 
Monro was fenfible of the importance of his charge, 
^d imagined that general Webb, though flow in 
fiis motions, would furely make fome vigorous ef-r 
[orts either to raife the fiege, or force a fupply of 

TOmupition, provifion, and other necefTaries into 
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thjc garrifon. At length neceffity obliged bim, af- ^^ '^ST- 
ier fuftaihing a fiege from the third to the ninth 
fday of Aiiguft, to hang out a flag of truce, which 
was imrnediately anfWered by the French comman- 
der. HoftagcWere exchanged, and articles oF 
capitulation figned by both^ parties ; whereby the 
garrifon of i^ort William-Henry, and the troops 
in the retrenched camp, fliould march out with 
their arms, the baggage of the oncers and foldiers, 
^nd all the uiiial heceflaries of war ; efcortcd' by z 
detachment of French troops, or interpreters at- 
pchcd to th,e fayages. It was agreed, that the gate 
of the fort fl^oiild be; delivered to the troops of the 
moft Chrifti^n king, immediately after figning the 
capitulation ; and the retrenched camp, on die de- 
parture of the Britifh forces: that the" artillery, 
warlike ftores, provifion, and in general everj^ 
thing, except (he elFeas of the foldiers and officers, 
fhould, upon honour^ be delivered to the French 
troops; for which purpofe it was agreed there 
ihouid be delivered, with the capitulation, ah exaft 
inventory of the ftores, and other particulars fpc- 
cified : that the garrifon of the fort, the troops in 
the retrenchment, ind dependencies, ithould not 
•ferve for the fpace of eightfeen months, from the 
date of the capitulation, againft his moft Chnftian 
majefty, or his allies : that with the capitulation 
there ihould be delivered an exadt'ftate of the 
troops, fpecifying the names of the officers, engi- 
neers, artiUerifts, commiffaries, ^nd all employed: 
that the officers and foldiers, Canadiins, women, 
and favages, made prifoners by land fince the com- 
mencement of the war in North America, be deli- 

vercd 
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A». f75jr. vcred in the fpace of three months at Carrilon 5 
in return for which an equal number of the garri- 
fon of Fort William fhould be capacitated to ferve; 
^ccabl^ to the return given by the Englifli offi- 
cer, and the receipt of the French commanding 
officers, of the prifoners fo delivered : that an offi- 
cer remain as an hoftage, till the fafe return of the 
cfcortc feiit with the trobps of his Britannic ma- . 
jefty '.that the fick and wounded, not in a condi- 
tion to be tranfported to Fort Edward, Ihould re- 
main under the proteftion of the marquis de Mont- 
calm ; who engaged to ufe them with tendernefs 
and humanity, ^nd to return them as foon as reco- 
vered ; that provifion for two* days Ihould be if- 
fued out for the BritiOi troops : that, in teftimony 
of his eftecm .and refpedl for colonel Monro and 
his garrifon, on account of their gallant defence, the 
marquis de Montcalm ihould return one cannon, a 
fix pounder. 

Whether the marquis de Montcalm was really 
affiduous to have thefe articles punftually executed, 
we cannot pretend to determine j but certain it is, 
that they were pcrfidioufly broke, .in almoft every 
^ inftance. The. favages, in the French intereft, 
either paid no regard to the capitulation, or were 
permitted^ from views of policy, to aft the moft 
treacherous, inhuman, and inlidious part. They 
fell upon the Britilh troops as they marched out, 
defpoiled them of the few remaining effefts, ♦ 
dragged the Indians in the Englilh fervice out of 
their ranks, fcalping, tomahawking, and again aft- 
ing the tragedy atOfwego, with a.thoufand addi- 
tiond outrages and barbarities. The throats of 

many 
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piany women, we arc told, were cut, their bodies An. 1757* 
ript pppn, bowels torn out, and jpfyltingly thrown 
in their fj^c^s, with fuch favage marks pf rage and 
horrible cruelty, as, fpr the f^kc of hunianity^ 
oyght to be dif^rediced. C^ri pofterity be brought 
to Jbelieve, thaf two thoufand Britons, with arms 
in their, hands, coyld be taipe |pe(5tators of thefe 
and i?iDre fbocking barbarities ? That they would 
permit a rabble pf -{brutal favages tp feize infants 
?LXkd children by the hee}s, and wantonly beat out 
their brains againft trees ai^d ftpnes 1 Ypt were 
thefe and other enormities, equally difgraceful to 
humanity^ conirnitted in fight of the French and 
Brit;fh forces, if we may credit the teftimony of 
credible evidences. However, the grcateft part pf 
the Britifli garrifbii got f^fe, though in a miferable 
condition, to Fort Edward, after being purfued for 
feven miles by the Indians ; and th? reft, flying for 
prptedion to the marc][uis de Montcalm, wiere by 
him fent homc» A little time after the enemy dc- 
moliflied the fort, carried off thp efFeds, provifion, 
artillery, and every thing elfe left by the garrifon, * 
together yrith the veffels prefcrved in the lake, and 
departed, without purfuing their fuccefs by any 
other attempt. 

Thus ended the third campaign in America, 
wliere, with a vaft incr^afe of forces, a dear fupe- 
^ riority over the enemy, an army of twenty thou^i 
fand regular troopsj a great nuniber of provincial 
forces, and a prodigious naval power, not lefs 
than twenty (hips of the line, we abandoned 
our allies, expofed our people, fuffcred them to 
be cruelly maflacred in fight of our troops, and 
}-e|inguifhec} a larg;e and valuable tra<3: of coun- 
try, 
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An* 1757* try, to the eternal reproach and difgracc of tkt 
Britilh name *. • ' • r'^.r- - :• 

^ran^- As to the naval tranfaflions m . this country, * 
thotigh Icfs infamous, they were not lefs unfortu- 
nate. ' Imrhediateljr on lord Loudon's departure 
fxoig^allifax, admiral Holbourn, now freed frbm ' 
the cAre of the tranfports, fet fail for Louifbourg* 
with fifteen (hips of the line, one (hip of fifty 
guns, three fmall frigates, and ja fire-fhip. What 
the obje&of this cruize niig;ht Kaye been, cm pn^^ 
be conjcdured* Some imagine curiofity was the 
admir^'s Tole motive, and the defirc of informing^ 


^ • Wc could not, without 
interrupdng the briiicipd ope- 
ration^* ts& notice of two oc- 
currences which ovight to have 
hteti mentioned. ' 

Ip the month of July a flra- 
tagemt contrived by the ene- 
uiy, had very' nearly occafion- 
ed the lofi of Port Johnfon. 
T^e^ . propo^d ruihing into 
the lort itk the evening^ when 
th^'gate was opened to admi! 
the N^groe w^nien, ient out 
e^ery day to milk the cattle. 
Happening to "ht a ftw'mi- 
Butes too late» the gates wer^ 
fortunately (hut before their 
'arrival'; upon which they 
knocked for idmiffion, were* 
challenged, and. fired upon by 
the centinel. Immediately the 
cannon was fired to alarm the' 
country, and the enemy, per- 
ceiving t}\eir fcheme baffled^ 
retired with pVecipitation. 

. The other occ6rrence we 
inentioned is of a civil nature. 
*rKe governor and council of 
NovaScotia> taking into con- 


Sderation the moff expedient 
methods for carrying into exe- 
cution thofe parts of im mil- • 
jedy's comminion and jcftfUCr 
tipnh, rdative to the manner 
of holding the general aflem-- 
bly of. that province; came to 
a refblution, that a houfe of 
reprejcntfttives of the province 
* (b^l cotoflitute the legiflj^tore 
of Nova Scoti^, in conjuo6tioa. 
with hism'ajefty/s governor and 
commander in cSief ^for the 
time beinz^ and his majeity's 
council' or the faid province. 
It wa^ ^rthei^ reiblved, that 
the general aflembly be eled* 
. ed And convened in the nrian- 
ner followinfi;, viz. Twelve 
members to be elected fbr the 
province at l^rge, till fuch dme 
' as' it is divided into counties. 
HalHfax was appointed to fend 
four members, and other towns 
and corporations in proportioi^ 
to thHr' bulk and value to the' 
province, making in all tweti'^ 
' tv-two ; the number of reprc- 
ientadves to fit in the hbule. 

#■ f^ mm 

him- 
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himfelt. with certainty of the enemy's ftrength'; A11.1757. 
while others perfuade tHemfelvcs, that he was iji 
Kop'es of drawing M. de -la Mothe to an engage- 
ment, notwithftanding. his fuperiority in number .^ ; 
<)f fhips and weight of metaL ce this as it may, 
the Britiffi fquadrbn appeared off Louifbourg on 
th*e twentieth day of Auguft ; aind . approachinjg 
within tWo miles bf the batteries, faw the Fhnch 
admiral make the fignal to unmoor. Mn Ho|- 
bourn was greatly inferior in ftrength ; *and it is^ 
obvious, that his defign was not to fight the ene- 
my, as he immediately made the beft of Kls way to 
Hallifai. About the middle of September, beinsf 
reinforced With four fliips of the line, he again 
proceeded to Louifbourg, probably with intentio^, 
if pdilible, to draw the enemy to an engagement j 
fcut hefeurid de la Mothe too prudent to hazard 
an imneceffary battle, the lofs of which wquld have 
greatly expofed all the French colonies. Here the 
Englifli fquadron continued cruizing until the 
twenty- fifth, when they were overtaken in a ter- 
rible ftorm from the fouthward. When the ^hur- 
ricane began the fleet was about forty leagues 
diftant frorn Louifbourg; but were driven in twelve 
hours within two miles of the rocks and breake^Sr 
6n that coaft. Here the wind providentia)iy fhift- 
ing; faved the whole fquadron, except the Tilbury,, 
Ihipwrecked upon the rocks, and half her crew 
drowned. Eleven fhips were dilifnafted; others 
threw oyer their guns ; and all 'returned in a very? 
ftiattered condition to England, at a very unfa- 
vourable feafon of the year. 

in this manner ended the expedition to Louif- 
bourg, more unfortunate to the nation than the- 

pre. 
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An. 170. preceding defigni$ upon j^ipchefort ; Ids dilgracefui 

ReBefti- ^ ^j^g cbmmanders, btot equally the occafion of ri- 
ons on the i- 4 

campaign dicule ^nd triumph to oUr enemies. Indeed, the 
inAme^ Unhappy cohfequenceiS of the political difputes 
at hofne, the inftability of the adniinift^ation, 
and the frequent fcvolutlonls in our councils. 
Were ftrbngly manifefted by that lariguor infufed 
into ,all our military operation^, and jgeneral uii- 
fteadinefs in our purfuits/ I^aftion in the mother- 
countiy, produced divilions and mifconduft in 
^the colonies. No ambition to fignaliie thcmfelyes 
appeared among the officers, from the uncertain- 
ty whether their ferviccs were to be rewarded 
or condemned. Their attachment to particular 
pcrfons weakened the love they ought to have en- 
tertained for their country in general, and deftroyed 
that Ipirit of enterprize, that firmneis and refolu- 
tion, which conftitutes the commander, and with* 
out which the beft capacity, joined to the moft un- 
corruptible integrity, can efFcft nothing. 
A view of In the Eaft Indies the fcene was changed great- 
^ JSin ^y> ^^ ^^^ honour and advantage of Great Britain. 
intheEail Here the commanders afted with that harmony, 
Inditf. Ipirit, and unanimity becoming Britons, zealous 
for the credit. of their king and the intereft of their 
country. We left admiral Watfon and colonel 
Clive advancing to Calcutta, to revenge the cruel 
tragedy afted upon their countrymen the preced- 
^ ing year. On the thirty-firft of January the ad- 
miral with two (hips appeared before the town, 
and was received by a briflc fire from the batteries. 
This falute was returned fo warmly, that the ene- 
my's guns were foon filenced; and in lefs than 
two hours the place and fort were abandoned. Co* 

Ignel 
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lonclClWe, on the other fide, iovefted the town, Aa-i;^/. 
and made his attack with that vigour and intre* 
pidity peculiar to himfelf, which greatly contri* 
buted to the fudden reduction of the fettlement, Al 
foon as the fort was furrendercd, the brave and ac- 
tive captain Coote, with his majefty^'s troopsr, took 
poflcflion, and found ninety-one pieces of cannon, 
four mortarSj abundance of ammunition, ftores, 
and provifibns, with every requifate for fuftaining 
ah obftinate fi^e. Thus the Englilh were re- 
eftablilhed in the. two ftrongeft fortrefFes in the 
Ganges, with the inconfiderable lofs of nine fea- 
mcn killed, and three foldiers^ A few days after, 
Hughly, a city of great trade, fituated higher up 
the river, was reduced with as little difficulty, tut 
infinitely greater prejudice to the* Nabob, as here ' 
|iis ftorehoufes of fait, and vaft^ gf anaries for the 
fupport of his army, were burnt and deftroyed. 
Incenfed at the almoft ihftantaneoos lofs of all hit 

4 

. conquefts, and demolition of the city of Hughly, 
the viceroy of Bengal aflembled an army of ten 
thoufand horlc and fifteen thoufand foot, fully rc- 

^ folved to* expel the Englifli out of his dominions, 
and take ample vengciaace for the difgraces he had 
lately fuftained. He was feeri marching by the 
Englifh camp in his way to Calcutta on the fccond - 
of February, where ,he encamped, about a mile 
from the town. Colonel Clive immediately made 
application to the admiral for a reinforcement; 
and fix hundfed men, under the command of cap- 
tain Warwick, were accordingly draughted from 

' the different Ihips, and fent to affift his little army. 
Clive drew out his forces, advanced in three co- 
lumns towards the enemy, and begun the attack 

fo 
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^^ ■757» fo vigproufly, that the viceroy retreated, after H 
feeble reliftance, with the lofs of a thoufand menx 
killed, wounded, and taken prifo'ners, five hundred 
horfcs, great numbers of draught bullocks, and 
four elephants. Though this advantage was lefs 
decifivc than could be wifhed, yet' did it fufficient- 
iy intimidate the Nabob into conceflions much to 
the honour and advantage of the company. He 
promifed not to difturb the Englifli in any of thofe 
privileges or poffeffions fpecified in the phirmand 
granted by the Mogul : that all . merchandize 
belonging to the company ihould pafs and repafs 
in every part of the province of Bengal, free of 
duty : that all the Englilh faftorjes feized the pre- 
ceding year, or fince, fiiould be reftbred, with the 
money, goods, and efFefts appertaining : that all 
damages fuftained by the Englifli fliould be re- 
paired^ and their lofles repaid : that the Englifh 
ihould have liberty to fortify Calcutta, in whatever 
manner they thought proper, without interrup- 
tion : that they fliould have the liberty of coining 
all the gold and bullion they imported, which 
Ihould pafs current in the province : that he would 
remain in ftridl friendfliip and alliance with the 
Englifli, ufe his utmoll endeavouris to heal up the 
late divifions, and reftore the fornier good undcf- 
ftanding between them. All which feveral articles 

Feb. 9, were folemnly figned and fealed, with the Nabob's 
own hand. 

Such were the terms obtained for the company 
by tlie fpirited and gallant conduft of the twoEng-^ 
lifli commanders. They had, however, top mucK 
difcertiment to rely oh tne pfomifes of a barbarian, 
who had' fo -pcrfidibilfly lirokc former engage- 
^ * meats ; 
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inents ;' but they prudently diflembled their fenti- An. 1757; 
ments, until they had thoroughly reinftated the af- 
fairs of the company, and reduced the French 
power in this province. The chief objeft of thcif 
defigns was the reduftion of Chandenagore, t 
French fettlement, higher up the river than Cal- 
cutta, of confiderable ftrength, and the chief in 
importance of any poflefled by that nation in the 
bay. Colonel Clive, being reinforced by three 
hundred men from Bombay, began his march to 
Chandenagore, at the head of feven hundred Eu- 
ropeans and one thoufand fix hundred Indians, 
where, on his firil arrival, he took pofledion of all Marchiy, 
the out-pofts, except dne redoubt mounted with 
eight pieces of cannon, which he left to be filenccd 
by the admiral. On the eighteenth of March the 
admirals Watfon and Pocock arrived within two ' 
miles of the French fettlement, with the Kent* 
Tiger, andSalifbury men of war; and found their 
paflage obftrufted by booms laid acrofs the river, 
and leveral veffels funk in the channel. Thefe dif- 
ficulties being removed, they advanced early oit 
the twenty-fourth, and drew up in a line before 
the fort, which they battered with gr^at fury for 
three. hours *, while colonel Clive was making hia 
approaches on the land fide, and playing vigoroufly 
from the batteries he had raifed. Their united ' 
efforts foon obliged the enemy to fubmiffion. A 
flag; of truce was waved over the walls, and the 
place furrendered by capitulation. The keys were 
delivered to captain Latharn of the .Tiger, and in 
the afternoon colonel Clive with the king's troops 
took pofiieflion. Thus the redudion of a ftrong 
fortrefs, garrlfoned by five hundred Europeans, and 
Numb. XIL D one 
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A«. 1757- one thoufancj two hundred Indians^ dt Fended' by 
one hundred and twenty-three pieces of cannon,^ 
/ and^ three mortars, well provided with all kinds of 
llores and neceflaries, andofvery great importance 
to the enemy's commerce in India, was accom- 
pliflied with aiofs not exceeding forty men on the 
fide of the conquerors. 
March24. gy the. treaty of capiru la tion tht direftor, coun- 
fellors, and inferior ftrvants of the fettlemenr, were 
allowed to depart with their wearing apparc;l : the 
Jefuits were permitted to take away their church- 
ornaments, and the natives to remain in the fuU 
/ ' exertion of their liberties j but die garrifqn were 
to continue prifoners of war. The goods and mo- 
ney found in the place were confiderable •, but the 
principal advantage arofe from the ruin of the head 
fettlement of the enemy on the Ganges, which * 
c^ould not but interfere with the Englifh commerce 
^ . in thefe Darts. 

Succefshad hitherto attended all the operations 
of the Britifli commanders, becaufe they were con- 
certed with forefight and unanimity j arid exe- 
cu'ted with that vigour and fpirit which have d-?- 
ferV-edly raifrd them high in the cfteem of their 
, country. They reduced the Nabob to reafonablc 
terms of accommodation, before they alarmed the 
French ; and now, when the power of the latter 
' . was deftroyed, they entered upon mcafures to 
oblige the treacherous viceroy to a ftrift perform- 
ance of the treaty he had fo lately figned. How- 
ever fpecious his promifes were, they found him 
^^xtremely dikcory in the execution of fcveral ar- 
les of the treaty, which, in efFcft, wa,s the fame 
the Englifli commerce as if none bad been con- 

eluded. 
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duded. The company's goods \ecre loaded with An. 1757; 
nigh duti^, and fevcral other :infra6lions of the 
pej^ce comdiitted, upon ftich frivolous pretences aft 
evidently demonftrated, that he fought to come to 
an open rupture a3 foon ais his projefts were ripe 
for execution. As recommencing hoftilities againll 
lo powerful a prince was in itfelf dangerous, and; 
if pofliblc, to be avoided, the afFaii* was laid before 
the council of Calcutta, and canvaflfed with alJ the 
ciVciimfpeftion and caution • that a meafure re- 
qtrir^d, on which depended the fate of tlie whole 
tfade of Bengal. During thcfe deliberations a ' 
molt fortunate incident, occufr^d, that fobn deter- 
niined the council to come to an open nipturc. 
The leading perfons in the viceroy's court found . 
ijliemleives opprelTed by his liaughtincls and info- 
lehce. The fame fpirit of difcohtent appeared 
among the principal officers of his army : they were 
well acquainted with his perfidy, faw his prepara* 
tions f3r war, and were fcnfible that the peace of 
the country could never be reftored, unlefs either 
the finglifli' were expelled, or the Nabob depofed. 
In confequence a plan was concerted for diverting 
hirfi of all his power ; and the confpiracy was con- 
duced by Jaffier Ali Khan, his prime minifler and - 
chief comrnandcr, a nobleman of great influence and 
authority in the province. The projeft was commu- 
nicated by Ali Khan to Mn Watts, fecond in 
council at Calcutta, and fo improved by the addrels 
of that gentleman as in a manner to infure fuccefs. 
When the plan was fully concerted between the 
difaffefted Iiidians and the council, colonel Clive 

was ordered to take the field with his little armv. 

• 

Admiral Watfon undertook the defence of Cban- 
* 'Da denagorc. 
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An. 1757. dcnagOFC, and the garrifon was detached to mn- 
Force the tolonci, together with fifty feamen, to 
b* employed as gunners, and in directing the ar-r 
tillery. On the nineteenth of June a detachment 
was lent to attack Cutwa fort and town, fituatcd 
on that branch of the river forming the ifland Cal- 
fimbuzar. This place fqrrehdered at the firft fum- 
mons ; and here the colonel halted with the army 
for three days, cxpefting advices from All Khan. 
Difappointed of the hoped-for intelligence, he 
croffed the river on the twenty-fecond ; and the 
fame day attacked the viceroy at the head of twenty- 
thoufand men with his own^ forces only, Ali Khan 
declining as yet to declare himfelf openly. After 
a Ihort conteft the enemy were put to flight, the 
Nabob*s camp, baggage, and fifty pieces of can- 
non taken, and a moft complete vidory obtained. 
The colonel, purfuing his advantage, marched to 
Muxadavat, thfe capital of the province, and was 
there joined by Ali Khan and the mal- contents. 
It was before concerted, that this nobleman fhould 
be invefted with the dignity of Nabob : accord- 
ingly the colonirl proceeded lolemnly to depofe the 
Sulajud Dowla, and, with the lame ceremony, to 
fubrtitute Ali Khan in his room, who was publickly 
acknowledged by the people as fubah, or viceroy 
of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. 
Soon after the late viceroy was taken, and put to 
dt^ath^ by his ftiCDcffor, who readijy complied with 
all the conditiQiw of his elevation. He conferred 
on his allies fuch liberal rewards, and' granted the 
company fo extraordinary privileges, as fully de- 
monftrated how juftly he merited their afliftance. 
By this alliance, and the reduction of Chandena- 
- - gore» 
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gore, the French were intirely excluded the com- An. 1757. 
merce of Bengal and its dependencies ; the trade 
of the Englifli company was reftored, and in- 
creafed beyond the moft fanguine hopes ; a ncW 
ally was acquired, whofe intereft obliged him to 
remain firm to his engagements •, above two mil- 
lions fterling paid to the company and the fufierers 
* at Calcutta, to indemnify their lofles ; the foyiers 
and feamen gratified with the fum of fix hundred 
thoufand pounds, as a' reward for the courage and 
i/itrepidity they' exerted ; and a variety of other 
advantages gained, which it would be unneceffary 
to enumerated In a word, in the fpace of fourteen 
days a great revolution was efFefted, and the go- 
vernment of a vaft country, fape'rior in wealth, fer- 
'tility, extent, and number of inhabitants, to moft 
European kingdoms, transVeited by a handTul of 
troops, qondudted by an officer Untutored in the 
art of war, ancj a general rather By intuition than 
inftruftion arid experience. But the public joy 
at.thefe fighal fuccefles was, however, confiderably 
diminifhed by the death of admiral Watfon,' and 
the lofs of Vizagapatam, an Engllfh fetdement on 
the Coromandel coaft. . The admiral fell a vidim 
•to the unwholfomenefs of the climate on the fix- **' ** 
teenth of Auguft, univerfally efteemed and re- 
gretted -, and the faftory and fort at Vizagapatam 
were furrendered to the French, a few days after/ 
colonel Clive had defeated the Nabob. 

We now turn our eyes to the continent of Eu- 
rope, where we fee the beginning pf the year 
marked with a ftriking inftance of the dreadful ef- 
fects of frantic enthufiafni. 

France' ha^* long enjoyed a monarch,* eafy, 

D 3 conv- 
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A"M7S7- complyiog, good-natured, and avcrfe to all. that 
.wore die appearance of bufmefs, or of jvar. 
Contented with the pleafures of a miftrefs and a 
court, he (ought no greatnefs beyond what he en- 
joyed, nor purfued any ambition beyond the pre- 
sent hou,r. Of all men on earthi fuch a prince bad 
the grcateft reafon to expert an exemption from 
plots againft his perfpn, and cabals among'hisfub- 
je<5ts;. yet wa3 an attempt made upon his life by a 
;nan, who, though placed in the lowcft jlate oJF 
i^Fvility, had refolution to face the greateftdan- 
^ers, ^d enthufiafm fugiciept to fuftajn, .without 
jhrinkiag, all the tortures which the. cruelty of 
Xnan could invent, or his crimes reoder neceffary. 
TI?e iiame of this fanatic was Robert Francis JDa- 

'i • i - ■ 

jmicn, born in the fuburb of St. Catharine, in the 
city of Arras, I^e had lived in the fcrvice of fe- 
deral families, whence he^as generally. difinilTed ' 
,cn account pf the^ impatience, the melancholy, arid 
,fullcnncfs of hia difpofition. So humbje was the 
itation of a pcripn, who. was refolved to ftep fotth 
.from bbfcurity, and, by his crimes, dfaw[ upon him- 
^fclf the^ attention of all Europe \ 

On ^the- fifth day off January, as. the king, was 
An at- ftepping into his coach, to return to Trianon, 
tempt to whence he^had that day CQme.to Verfailles, 
the king .Daoiien, mingling among. his attendants, fftabbed 
of France, him with a knife on the right fide, between the 
fourth and fifth ribs. Immediately his majefty, 
applying his hand to his iide> cried out, " I am 
wounded! Seize him 5 but do not hurt him." Ji 
vein waD opened, the wound drefled, and jtiappily 
found not dangerous ^ as the knife, taking an 
,4)b}iquc direfl;i6|i, miffed the vital jparts. How- 
ever, 
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ever, as furpician remained that it might have ^"- *7.57' 
been poifoned, feveral experiments were made 
upon aiiimals, all of whiclj ferved to relieve' the 
people from their apprehenQons, As forDamien, 
[he made no attempts to efcaj^e ; but fuffering him- 
lelf quietly 'to be feized, was conveyed to the 
.guard-room/ wliere being interrogated if he com- 
mitted the horrid ^Aion, he boldly anfwered in the 
affirma'tive.' A pfocefs againft him was inftant- 
ly commenceci at Verfailles : many perfons, fup- 
pofed acceflaries to the defign upon tlie king's life, 
were fcnt.tO;j:he Baftile; the aflaffin himfelf put to 
the torture, an^ the moil excruciating torments ap- 
plied^ with intention to extort a confcfiion of the 
reafons that could induce him to fo execrable an 
. attempt upon his* /overeigr^. Incifions" were made 
into uic mufcular parts of his legs, arriis, and 
thighs," into which boiling oil was Y>oured. Eyery 
refinement on cruelty, that human invention coujd 
fiiggeft, was praftifed without effect: nothing 
'could overcome his obftinacy^ and his filcnce was 
conftrued into a prefumption, that he muft haye 
had accomplices in the plot. To' render his pu- 
r^ifhriient more public and confpicuous, he was 
. removed to Paris, there to undergo a r«rpetition of 
all his former tortures, with fuch additional cir-, 
cu nftahccs as the. moft fertile and cruel difpofi- 
tions couJd devife for increafing his mifery and 
torment. Being condudled to the Concergerie, an 
ironbed, which likewife ferved for a chair, was 
prepared for him, and tg this he was fattened with 
chains.' The torture again w^s applied, and a 
phylician ordered lo attend, to fee what degree of . 
pain he could fupport. Nothing, however, mace- 
^ ^ * D4 rial 
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An* "757* riai was extorted j for what he one moment con- 
feffed, he recanted the next. It is not within our 
province, and wdconfider it as a felicity, to relate 
all the circumftances of this cruel and tragical 
event Sufficient it is, that, after fuflfering the 
moft exquilite torments that human nature could 
invent, or man fupport, his judges thought proper 
to terminate his mifery by a death fhockihg to ima-» 
gination, and fliameful to humariity. On the 
twenty-eighth day of March he was Cdndufted, 
amidft a vaft concourfe of the populace, to the 
Grevfe, the common place of execution, dripped 
naked, and fattened to the fcafFold by iron gyves. 
One or his hands was then burqt in liquid flaming 
fulphur 5 his thighs, legs, and arnis torn wk^^ red- 
hot pinchers; boiling oil, melted lead, roQn, and 
fulphur, were poured into the wounds ; tight liga- 
tures tied round his limbs, to prepare him' for dif- 
memberment ; young and vigorous horfes applied 
to the draught, and the unhappy criminal pulled 
with all tlieir force to the utmoft extenfion of his 
finews for the fpace of an hour, during all which 
time he preferved hi$ fenfes and conftancy. At 
length the phyfician andfurgeon, attending, de- 
clared it would be impoITible to accomplifli the dif- 
memberment, unlcfs the tendons were feparated : 
upon which orders were given to the executioner 
to cut the finews at the joints of the arms and 
legs. The horfes drew afrefh ; a thigh and ^rrn 
were feparated, and, after feveral pulls, the unfor- 
tunate culprit expired under the extremity of pain. 
His body and limbs were rediiced to afhes ,under 
the fcafFold; his father, wife, daughter, and family, 
b^niihed the kingdom for ^ever; the name cf Da- 
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mien effaced and obliterated, and the innocent in- An. 1757, 
wived- in the puniftiment of the guilty. 
^ Thus ended the cruel procedure againft Damien 
and ills family, in a manner not very favourable to . 
the avowed clemency of Lewis, or the acknow- 
ledged humanity of the French nation. It ap- * 
peiired, .from undoubted evidence, and inconteft- . 
rlble proofs, that the attempt on the king's life - • • ^ 
VrsLS the refult of irifanity, and a difturbed imagina- 
tion. ' Several inftancesl of a difordered mind had 
before been obferved, and the deteftatipn jiiftly due 
to the enormity of his crime ought how to have*been 
.abforbed in the confideration of his misfortune, 
the greateft that can befal human nature. He 
was, in faft, rather an obj^ifl of the d^epeft com- 
panion, than of thofe infernal tortures; in applying 
which they feemed to foreret that he was a fellow- 
creature, labouring under an intirmity dreadful, in 
itfelf, unavoidable, and that might poffibly be the 
•Jot of any aftiong hi^ jp.urtifhef3. ' ' * 

Another remarkable event* in France, in the change 
b^ginningjOF this year, was the change in the mi- in the 
niftry of that nation, by the removal of M. de ^^ifl^^ 
-Machaii It, keeper of the feals, from the poft of 
fecretary of ftate for the marine ; and of M. d*Ar- 
genfon from that of fecretary at War *. Their 

dif. 


■»iiii^ 


* They were both difnuiTed rightoeis of your intentions, 
from their employments on the prefent iituation of affairs 
the third of February, but with obliges me to ;. demand yoor 
very different' marks of the refignation of the poil of ..fe* 
royal difpleafure, by the fol- cretary for the marine. De- 
lowing letters from the king. pcnd ftill on my. proteftioti 
** Monf. Machai:klt,. ..and friendfhip. If you have 

** Though I am perfuaded anv favours to ask for, your' 

of yo)ir prooityy and the up- children, you a^y do it at all 

' . times. 


«.8 HISTORY, oi ENGLAND. 

^f\'ZS/* diimiffion was fudden and unexpeft-ed; nor wa$ 
any pirticuUr realon affigned for this very unex- 
pcfted alteration. 
Several Abouc the fame time, fomc of the moft fertile 

STprantc Sf^^Y^^^^^ ^^ ^^ kingdoHfi were grievbufly defo- 
•dcfolattd lated, by the nnclting of the fnow which had fallen 
^l^^ in the winter. The fatal . cffefts of this aiccident 
tke-fiMw. -^^^ been apprehended long before the jhaw.hab- 
pened, and every poffible prrcautron had been taken 
•to guard againft them : but the calamities which en- 
Jued, exceeded all t,hat were forcfeen, The rich 
province of A^tois, in particular, fufFered mq^ 
fevercly. The rivers every ^yhere fweUt^d with 
,fuch incredible^ rapidity, that men, women, and 
children were carriea away by the violence gf 
^thc torrent: the viile^s were immc;diately bver- 
' flowed: roads, houfes, churches,^ bridges, mills^ 
alt mingled in one promifcuous ruin. Cattle of ^11 
^Tkinds without number per;iftied, and the^ corn-fields 
'were tqrn up and ruined : in fliort, nothing was 
aWe to refill this dreadful inundation, ' attend- 
ed with the moft ruinous confequ^nces to the un- 

,J^is majeity, to ihew the queen of Hungary 
how judicibuQy fhe had aded in fbrming'.'an alli- 
ance with the houfe gf Bourbon/ railed two great 
armies V the firft of which^ compofed' of near 

times. It is proper that you •« Monf. d'Argenfor, 

• ftiould ftay for fome time at ** Having no farther occa- 

'Atnonvrtle. ' Louis, fion for your fcrvices, I order 

' .^ «(. p 5^ J re{erve to you you to refign to me your poll 

ybur penfion of twenty thou- .of fccretary at war, and your 

'Tand ' livrcs, as minifter, and other employment, Jmd ta re- 

thc honours of keeper of the tire to your cftate at Ormes. 

'•fiah.** ' Louis." 

/' ^ -3 ^ eighty 
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.^ighfy , Aouftmi wen, ^the .flower of the J^'rct^ch .A"*/7i7* 

troops, with a l^rge train of ^rtillcfy, was C0|m- 

inigii)|icd by M. d'Etrees^ a general <^f great repu- 

tatipp ; under, whom ferycd ^M. ]de Contadts, ' IVt. 

. Chcyert, and the count dc St. Germain, all officers 

.pf .bigh' cbaraftcn This formidable army ^pa/fcd- 

, the Khjne , ^ayly in the fpring, and marched by 

' Weftphalia, in order to invade the kingof Pruffia-s 

dominions, in qu^Jity of allj.es to the Emprefs- 

queen, and guardians of the Jiberties of the Empire, 

and with no other intention, as was pretended; 

bi|t in reality with a vjew/tb reduce jHanovcralfo; 

the French judging,, that the fame blow by which 

they hoped to cfu^ the 'king of /Pniffii, mig||t 

likcwife force his Britannic maicfty into fomc con- 

— ' • ' *' .» *• i' ■ ' 

ceflions with regard to America. The other army 
C3f theJFrench, comrp^nded/by tlic prince de Sou- • 
bife, w^s deftincd to ftrengthen the Imperial army 

. of execution, cpnfifting alio of twenty^five ^ thou- 
fand men, befides fix thoufand Bavarians, and /our 
thoufand Wirtembergers. But befqre thcfe troops 
under Soubife paffed the Jlhine, ,they made thcm- 
felves mafters of feyefal places belonging to the 

;^king of iPruflia upon the b9i:ders of thcXow* 
Countries -, whilft a detachment from xl'Etrecs's 
army feized upon the town <ff Enribden, arid 
whatever elfe belonged to the fame! monarph jn 
Eaft Friefland. 

At the clofe of the laft caoipaign, ^hc king.pf 
Pruflia, having gained a confiderable advantage 
over the ImperiaJifts under the command of marc- 
chal Brown, and incorporated into, his own troops ' 
a great part of the Saxon army taken prifoners at 
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An. 1757. Pirna% as was obferved before, . retired into win- 
ter-quarters until the feafon fliould permit him to 
improve thefe advantages. His majcfty and mare- 
chal Keith wintered Jn Saxony, having their cantoh- 

' _ * ' " ments 
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* As- there was fomewhat 

4 very particular m the articles 

of thiscapitulation^ in the eafy 

indifference with which the 

> 

king of Pruflia aniwered the 

Saxon general's demands, and 

{n the companionate regard 

♦which he tcftified even for his 

ffcnep^es, di^ jrt worthy fhe 

^readcr*^ attention, and may 

help tb lefLedt Ifght on the cha- 

-rafttr of' this entefprifing mo- 

< 2)ai:ch. Thefq articles were as 

follow : 

■ ■* I. The aripyof the king 

;ef Poland, ele4l<^' of Saxpny^ 

ijial.l furrender to the king of 

* l^ruffia prifon'erV of War. — An- 
■:fwcr. If.theJdAgwiltgiveme 
. that ff my> 'tis oeejdl^^s to make 

diem prilbncrs oTwar. ;* 
'"' II. • The generals, /oidiers, 
: ^c. fliall have ^11 , their bag- 
gage and cloathing. — All that 
' can be preferved of their bag- 
e'gagefhall be faithfully rcitored 
j to them. 

. III. His Pruffian majeffy is 
''<hie£y requeued to caofe the 
army to be furnifhed with the 
-^ Beceffary provifions and forage, 
'and that ne will be pleafed to 
' give proper orders for this 
purpole.- --Granted, and rather 
to-day than to- morrow. 
^ TV. The generals, com- 
mandants, and all perfons 
ranking as officersi engage 

* diemfelves in writing, not to 
bear arms againft his majefiy 


the king of Pruflia till peace 
be reiiborcd; and they ihali be 
left at liberty to ftajr in Saxo- 
ny, or to retire whitherfoever 
they think proper. —^-Thofe 
that intend jto enter into my 
leivice, may, from this very 
moment, have liberty {6 to do. 

V* The life-guards and ^,- 
nadier-guards £hall not be in- 
cluded in the fittt article; arid 
his Pruffian majefty wiH be 
• pleafed to appoint the. place |n 
tne eleftorate of Saxojny, or 
in the territories ^depending 
thereon, where the .faid two 
corps fhall be diftributed.— 
There is no exceptioi) *to be 
made; becaufe it is known 
that the king of Poland did 
give orccrs for that part of his 
troops which is in the faid 
kingdom to join the Ruffians, 
and to march for this purpofe 
to the frontiers of Silefia.; and 
a man muft be a fool' to let 
^ troops go which he holds faft, 
to fee them make head again 11 
him a fecond time, and to be 
obliged to take them prifoners 
again. 

VI. The generals and field- 
officers, and all the officers, 
ihall keep their fwords; but 
the arms, belts, and cartridges, 
both of the fabalterns and fol- 
diers, horfe and dragoons, Sec. 
fhall be carried to the caftle of 
Konigftein, together with the 
coloursi flandards^ and kettle- 
drums. 
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ments between Pirna and the frontier along the An* *7S7' 
Elbe ; and marechal Schwerin, returning into ' 
Silefia, took up his quarters in the county of 
Glatz. 

In the mean time, the Emprefs-queen finding 
that the force which fhe had fent out againft the 


drams. — ' Kettle-drums, llan- 
dards, aiid colours, may be car- 
ried to Konigilein ; but not 
the arms, no more than the 
cannon belonging to the regi- 
ments, the warlike ilores, <and 
the tents. The officers, no 
doubt, fhall keep their {words ; 
and I hope that fuch of them 
as are of a willing mind, will 
make ufe of them in my fer- 
vipe. ' 

VII. The fame thing (hall 
take place with regard to the 
field-artillery, and the provi- 
iion- waggon s.r— Granted. 

VIII. His PrulTj^n majefty 
(hall give affurances, that no 
officer or foldier fhall be oblig- 
ed againfl his will to inlifl 
in his army; and, that, after 
peace, is reftored, they fhall 
be all fent back to the king 
^f Poland : on the other ' 
hahd, ^lis Polifh majefly may 
npt refufe difmiffion to the ge- 
nerals, and to the other officers 
of his army, who may engage 
in any other fervice.-— No body 
need trouUe his head about 
this. No general fhall. be 
forced to ferve againfl his will : 
tliat's fufficient."^ 

The other articles were nei- 
ther particularly remarkable, 
nor charaderiftic of the gene- 
rals who figncd them: where- 
fore wc fluil only add; that 


the Saxon troops, after beio^ 
incorporated with thofe (3* 
Pruffia, either difliking the 
fe verity of the Pruilian dif* 
cipline, which they had not 
been ufed to, or from a defire 
of rejoining their lawful fove- 
reign, dcferced in great num- 
bers. Among others, a whole 
regiment, being ordered to 
Berlin, to keep garriibn there 
during the war, whilfl upon 
their march went off in a bo^ 
dy, and fled into Poland by 
the way of CrofTen, from 
whence they were followed by 
a battalion of another SaxoA 
regiment) which was there in 
garrifon : upon which his PniT- 
fian majefly broke all the other 
Saxon regiments he had taken* 
and feparated them into fuch 
fmall divifions, as to l^ire no 
reafon to apprehend their 
combination, nor to dread 
their being remifi in ' their 
duty. 

When the queen of Poland 
was infoi-med of thefc dcfer- 
tions, fhe exprefTed her difap« 
probation in • the ftrongefl 
terms, forefecing that her coun- 
try would be obligecf to fur- ' 
nifh other troops in their flead; 
and accordingly the magi- 
ftrates \vere ordered to raife 
fpeedily four thoufand frefh 
recruits. 

king 


State of 
the con- 
federacy 
again 11 
the kin^ 
ofPraffia. 
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An. 1757. kjrig of Pruflia was not fufficient to prevent his' def- 
figns, made the neceflary requifitions to her allies 
for the auxiliaries they had engaged to furniih. In 
confequence of thefe requifitions, the Czarina, 
true to her engagements, difpatched an hundred 
ana thirty thoufand of her troops, who began their 
march in thfe month of November, and proceeded 
to the borders of Lithuania, with defign particu- 
larly to invade the Ducal Pruffia, whilft a ftrong 
^ fleet v/as equipped' in the Baltic to aid the opera- 
tions of this numerous army- 

The -Auftrian army, aflembled. in Bohemia, 
amounted to upwards of a hundred thoufand men, 
commanded by prince Charles of Lorrain and marc- 
chal Brown. The Swedes' had not yet openly de- 
clared themfelvesr but it was well known, that 
tho* their king was allieci in blood and inclifiatioii 
to his Pruflian majelly, yet the jealoufy which the 
fenate of Sweden entertained of their fovereign, 
and tKe hope of ' recovering their ancient poflef- 
fions in Pomerania, by means of the prefent trou- 
;bles, together with their old attachment to France, 
newly ceniented by intrigues and fubfidics, would 
certainly induce them to join in the general con- 
federacy. . The duke of Mecklenbourg took the 
fame party, and agreed to join the Swedifli army, 
when it fhould be aflembled, with fix thoufand 
' mtn. Befides all thefe preparations againft the 
king bf Pruffia, he was, in his quality of eleAor 
of Brandcnbourg, put under the ban of the Em- 
pire by the aulic council v declared deprived of 
all Ills rights,, privileges,' and prerogatives ; his 
fiefs ejfcheated .into the exchequer of the Eni- 
pire-, and all. the circles accordingly ordered to 

fur- 
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furnilh their refpeiljve contingencies for putting An. 1757- 
this fentcnce in es^ecution. ., / 

Ifl this dangerous fituation, thus menaced on all 
fides, and feemiosly on the very brink of inevitable 
cftruftion, thePruffian monarch owed his preferva- 
tion to thofe^afl:oni(hiBfi: abilines which will render 
him the admiration of all futureagejs. Tlie Ruffians, 
knpwing that the pountry they were to pafs through 
in their way to Lithuania, would not be able to* 
feed their prodigious numbers, had taken care to 
furni(h themfelves with prpvifions for their march 
thither, depending upon the refources they ex- 
pe<5ted to find in Lithuania after their arrival there. 

*• I .'I > ^ • i 

Thefe proyifions \vere ^xhaufted by the time they, 
reached the borders of that province, where they 
found themfqlves fuddenly.and unexpe<StedJy de- ^ 
ilitute of fubfiftence^ either to return back or to The pro- 
proceed forward ; the king . of Pruflia having,, . with' ^ ^^t^^ 
great prudence,., arid fore light, fecured plenty to fiansfiopt. 
himjclf, and diftrefs and famine to his enemies, 
by buying ;Up all the corn and forage of the coun- 
try which thefe laft were entering*. . However, ^ 
notwithftanding thefe precautions, his Pruflian nja- Stria at- 
jefty, to guard as much as could be againfi every ^f°'l^^ 
poiTible even^ fcnt a great number of gunners and 6f?tum^ 
matrofles from Poraerania to Meniel, with three / 
regiments of his trpops, to reinforce the garrifon 
of . that pl^ce* At the lame time he gave fuch or* 
ders for the tranquility of Drefden, that, though , 
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♦ This is thereafon which fomc other more fecret caufe, 

has hitherto been publicly af- is evident from the difgracc of 

fignedforthefaddenhaltofthe die great chancellor, count 

Ruffians : bat that this extra- BeftuchcfF, which enfoed ibo4 

ordinary event mufl have had after. . 

it 
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^« ^7S7' it was the capital of an enem/s country, and then 
the head-quarters of an enemy to that country, it 
enjoyed the utmoft quiet; the Pruflian troops be- 
having with the greateft regularity, and the king 
himfelf immediately rcdrefling, in perlbn, every 
grievance, of which the leaft complaint was 
made f. Leaving nothing to others but the ex- 
ecution of his commands, he examined every 
thing in perfon. . In fix days, he vifited all the 
pofts which his troops pofleffed in Silefia, gave 
the neceflary orders for their, fecurity, and went 
to Neifs, where he fettled with marechal Schwe- 
rin the general plan of the operations of the ap- 
proaching campaign; and particularly, that the 
marechaPs army in Silefia, which confifted of 
fifty thoufand men, was to have in conftant. view 
the motions of the royal army, by which it3 
- , " own were to be regulated, that they might both 
-aft in concert, as circumftances fliould require.- 
At the fame time, other armies were aflembled by 
the king of Pruffia in Lufatia and Voigtland ; 
twenty tlioufand inen were coUcfted at Zwickaw, 
on the frontiers of Bohemia, towards Egra, un- 

... dcr the command of prince Maurice of Anhalt- 
Deflau; and fixty thoufand chofen troops began 
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;, f Ain.bng many inftances of . fion of it for themfelves* The 

his particular attention, we burgher injmediatelv pr^fentcA 

ihall mention only the follow- a, Hate of the cafe, in writing/ 

ing. Ten of his iifs-guards to the king ; who, in five mi- 

being billeted upon a burgher . nutes, returned it with th]» 

of Drcfden, were placed in the anfwer, writtep with his own 

Airditeryr^WdrthtyTcfent-- hand : "Potfdam is notDrcf- 

^d, telling the man, that at den-; Drefden is not Potidam : 

Potfdam they were always my troops muft be iaiisfied 

lodged in the firft floor ; and with a third ftory, where bet-^ 

fhrea^ned p turn him out of ter accommodations are not to 

bis apartment, and take.poffcf- be had," 

their 
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their march towards Great Zcidlitz, where their An. 1757; 
head-quarters were fettled. In the mean while, 
the Auftrian troops began to form on the fron- 
tiers of Saxony, where feme of their detachments 
appeared, to watch the motions of the Pruffians, 
who ftill continued to purfue their operations with - 
great aftivity and refolution. 

All poffible care was taken by the Pnjffians at 
Drefden to fecure a retreat, in cafe of a defeats. 
As only one regiment of Pruffians could be fpared 
to remain there -in garrifon, the burghers were 
difarmed, their arms depofited in the arfenal, and 
a detachment was potted at Konigftein, to oblige 
that fortrefs to obferve a ftridt neutrality. AU cor- 
refpondence with the enemy was ftridUy prohibited f 
and it having been difcovercd that the countefs of 
Ogilvie, one of the queen's maids of honour, had 
difobeyedhis majefty*s commands, fhe was arretted ; 
but, on the queen's iriterceffion, afterwards re- 
leafed. The countefs of Bruhl, l^dy of the Sax- 
on prime minitter, was alfo arretted by his Pruillan 
majefty's order ; and, on her making light of hor 
confinement, and refolving to fee company, Ihe 
was ordered to qyit the court, and retire from 
Saxony. M. Hen win, the French minitter, was 
told that his preferice was unneceflary at Drefden ; 
and on his replying, that his matter had com- 
manded him to ttay, he was again defired to de- 
part 'y on which he thought proper to obey. The 
CQunt de Waekerbath, minitter of the cabinet, 
and. grand matter of the houftiold to the prince 
royal of Poland, was arretted and condufted to . 
Cuttrin, by the exprefs command of his majetty. 
The. king of Pruflia, having thrown two bridges 

Numb. 12. • £ over 
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Skir. 
mifiiesbe- 
tween the 
Pruffians 
and Auf- 
trians on 
the fron- 
tiers >of 
Bohemia* 


^t7if* over the Elbe early in the fprmg, orddred the fe^f 
veral diftrufls of the eledorate of Saxony to £bpN 
ply him with a great number of waggons, eath 
drawn by four horfes. The circles o^ Mifnia and 
Leipfie were enjoined to furnilh four hundired' 
eac!h, and the other circles in proportion. ' ' 

While the king (^ Pruflia was taking thcfe mea* 
fures in Saxony, two ikirmifhes happened on 
the frontiers of Bohemia, between his troops 
and the Auftrians. On the twentieth of Febru- 
ary, a body of fix thoufand Auftrians. furrounded 
the little town of Hirfchfeld in Upper L»}s&*' 
tta, garrifoned by a battalion c^ Pruffiaa foot. 
The firft attack was made at four in the mom* 
ing, on two redoubts without the gates, eachi 
of which was defended by two field-pieces : and' 
though the Auftrians were feveral times repuHedy' 
they at laft made themfelves mafters of one of the 
redoubts, and carried 6ff the two pieces of caanon* 
In their retreat they were purfued by the Prufflans, 
who fell upon their rear, killed fome, and took many^ 
prifoners : this affair coft the Auftrians at leaft five 
hundred men, About a fortnight after, the prince 
of Severn marched out of Zittau„ with a body of 
near nine thoufand men, in order to deftroy the 
remaining ftrong holds pofleffed by the Auftrians on 
the frontiers. In this expedition be took the Auftrian 
magazine at Friedland in Bohemia, confifting of 
nine thoufand facks of meal, and great ftore of 
ammunition ; and, after making himfelf mafter of 
Reichenberg, he returned to Zittau. The van of 
his troops, confifting of a hundred and fifty hut 
fers of the regiment of Putkamm,er, met a body 
of fix hunted Croats, fuftained by two hundred 
i • Auf- 
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Auftriaa dragoons of Bathiani, at their entering Ant 1757. 
Sohemia ; and immediately fell upon them fword in 
hand, killed about fifty, took thirty horfes, and made 
ten dragoons prifoners. The PrufTians, it is faid, 
did not lofe a fmgle man on this occafion ; and 
two foldiers only were (lightly wounded, the Auf* 
trians having made but a flight refiftance. 

Whatever the conduft of the court of Vienna NentraK- 
might have been to the allies of Great-Britain, ftill, ^^f^ 
however, prc^ser regard was ihewn ta the fubjedts as grand 
of this crown : for an edid; was publiflied at Florence, ^^^ ^^ 
Oft the tlurteenth of Febnary, wherein his Im- . ^*" 

perial majefty, as grand ^^ke of Tufcany, de- 
clared his intention of obferving the moil fcrupu*^ 
lous neutrality in the then fituation of affairs. 
All the ports in that dutchy were accordingly 
enjoined to pay ftrid regard to this declaration, in 
all cafes relating to the French or Englifh (hips ia . 
the Mediterranean. The good efft&s of this in- 
junftion foon appeared ; for two prizes taken by the 
Englifh having put into Porto Ferraio, the cap* 
tains of two French privateers aiudacioufly addref- 
fed the governor, allec^ing that they were cap- 
tures of a pirate, and rcquefting that they might 
be obliged to put <o fca : but the governor pru- 
dently replied. That as they came in under 
Eftglifh coldurs, he would protedl them ; and 
forbid the privateers, at their peril, to commit any* 
violence. They,, however, little regarding the go- , 
ycrnor's ordere> prepared for failing, and fen t their 
boats to cut out one of the prices. The captain 
firing^ at their boats, killed one of their men, 
which alarming the centinels, notke was fent to 

E 2 * the ' 
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An. ijsj' the govfernor ; and he, in confequence, ordered the 
Bchavfour ^^^ privateers immediately to depart. , ' 

of the The conduft of the Dutch bore a very difFe- 

Dutch; j-ent aipeft : it was tame, pufiUanltnous, and cau- 
tious. • Whilft his PruiTian majefly was employed 
on the fide of Bohemia and Saxony, the French 
auxiliaries began their march to harrafs his de- 
fencelefs territories in the neighbourhood of the 
Low Countries, A free paflage was demanded of 
the States General through Namur and Maeftricht, 
for the provifions, ammunition, and artillery be- 
longing to this new army- : and though the Eng- 
" lifh ambaflador remonftratcd againft their com- 
pliance, and reprefented it as a breach of the neu- 
who grant trality, their High Mightineffes declared they would 
thcFrcnch obferve, yet, after fome hefitation, the demand 
fage to was granted; and their inability to prevent the 
the Low paiTage of the French troops, Ihouid it be attempted 
tries;" ^y force, pleadedin excufe of their condufl:. 

Scarce had the French army, commanded by 

the prince of Soubife^ fet foot in the territories 

of Juliers and Cologne, when they found.them- 

wherc ^ fclves in poflcflion of the dutchy of Cleves and 

po^effion ^^ county of Mark, where all things were left 

offcvcral open to them; the Pruffians, who evacuated their 

place* be- pofts, taking their route along, the river Lippe, 

to the i** order to jorn^ fome regiments from Magdc- 

king of bureh, who were fent to facilitate their retreat; 

The diftreffed inhabitants, thus expofed to the ca** 

lamities of war, from an unprovoked enemy, were 

inftantiy ordered tofurnifh contributions, forage^ 

and provifions, for the ufe of their invaders ;. and; 

what was ftill more terrifying to them,, the partizaa 

f ifcher, whofe cruelties, during the lafl: war, they 

Hill 
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ftill remembered with horror, was again let loofe ^a. i757- 
upon them by the inhumanity of the Emprcfs- 
qiieen. Wefel was immediately occupied by the 
Frencl^ : Emmerick and Mafeyk foon fhared the 
fame fate ; and the city of Gueldres was befieged, ' 
the Pruffians feeming refolved to defend this laft 
place; to which end they opened the fluices, 
and laid the country round under water. Thofe* 
who retreated, filing off to the north- weft of 
Paderborn, entered the county of Ritberg, the pro- 
perty of count Kaahitz- Ritberg, great chancellor 
to the Ernprefs-<jueen. After taking his caftle, 
in which they found thirty pieces of caiinon, » 
they ' raifed contributions • in the' diftrift, to the 
amount of forty fhoufand crowns. As thePruP 
fians retired, the French took pofleffion of the 
country they quitted in the name of the Eniprefs-. 
ijueen, whofe commiflary attended them for that 
purpofe. The general rendezvous of thefe troops^ 
under the . prince Soubife, was appointed at Neufs, 
In the eleftorate of Cologne, where a large body 
of French was affembled by the firft of April. • " 
The Auftrians, in their turn, were not idle.' 
Marechal Brown vifited the fortifications of Brinri 
,and Koningratz ', reviewed the army of the late 
prince Picolomini, now under the command of 
-general Scrbelloni; and put his own army in 
march' for Koftlitz on the Elbe, where he propofed 
to eftablifh his head-quarters. ' 

During the recefs of the armies, while the ri- Declara- 
gours t)f winter ' forced them to fu^end their hoftile ^^' ^^^^® 
operations, and the greateft preparations were againft 
making to open the campaign with .all poflible the king 
vigour, count Bcftucheff, great chancellor of ^ '^^^^* 
: E 3 Ryf- 
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A». 1757- Ru0ia, wrote a circular letter to the primate, iena^ 
tors, and minifters of the republic of Pdand, fett*' 
ing forth, " That the cmprefs of Ruflia was cx- 
tremjcly affeded with the king of Poland's diftrefs, 
which ihe thought could not but excite the com* 
paffion of all other powers, but more efpecially 
of his allies: That^the fatal confequences which 
might refult from the ralh ftep taken by the 
king of Pruflia, not only with rcfped. to the * 
tranquillity of Europe in general, but of each , 
power in particular, and more efpecially of the" 
neighbouring countries, were fo evident, that the 
intereft and fafety of the feveral princes rendered 
it abfolutely neceflary they fhould make it a com- 
mon caufe ; not only to obtain proper fatisfa6tion 
for thofe courts whole dominions had been fo un- 
juftly attacked, but likewife to pr^fcribe fuch 
'bounds to the long of Pruflia as might fecure 
them from any future apprehenfions Irom fo enter* 
prifing and reftlefs a neighbour : That, with this 
view, the Emprefs was determined t^ aflift the 
king of Poland with a co^fiderable body of troops^ 
which were aftually upon their march f , under the 
command of general Apraxin ; aqd that, as there 
would be an abfolutt, nec^flity for their marching 
tbrouj;h part of the territories of Poland, her Im- 
perial majefty hoped the Republic would not fail 
to facilitate their march as much as poffibk/' She 
farther recommended to the Republic, to take fomc 
falutary meafures for fruftrating the defigns of the 
king of Pruflfia, and procuring harmony amoi^ 

* ^_— > 

t This letter was written began their inarch in N<h 
Ia December; and the Ruf- yember. 
fMj^p u «c .jDbferved be&cej^ 

themfchresji 
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them&lves^ as dM moft conducive meafure to thcfe An, 1757; 
gpod .purpdes« In thh, howcwr, thePolcs were ^^ 
ib far from following her advice^ that, though fure i^ pobmd. 
of bt'mg &crificed in this conteft^ which fide 6»ytr 
prevailed, d^ty divid6i into parties, with no left 
s^eali Jthan if diey had as much to hope from the 
prevalence of one fide, as to fear from that df the 
othen Sonde of the pdatites were for denying a 
paflage to tl% Ruflians, and 6thers were for affofd'' 
iBg tbeen the titmoft afliftance in their power. 
With this caufe of contention, others of a more 
private natisre fatally concurred, by means of a 
mifunderiibmdaing between the prince CeartXMin* 
iki and co«tnt Moifnec Almoft every inhabitant 
of War&w was involved in the quarvdi and the 
violence of th/efc fafbions was fb greats that fiarce 
k night pa&d without blopdfked, many dead bo* 
<lks, chiefly Saxons, bcong found in the ftreetft 
jc:vtri/ cnofmilig. 

In the mean ^me G neat Britain, unfetded in Frultleft 
her min^y and councils a$ home, uniuccefsftd Ui ^^^^' 
her attempts abroad, judging peace, if it could the Eng- 
^ oi>tained on juft and honourable ti^rnif, more H<h to re- 
eligible than a continental war, prqxifed fc- ^"^JLuii! 
nreral exfHsdients to the EmpreTs^queen for beftor- Hty of 
ing the tranquillity of Germany ; but her anfi\)^er Gcrmanx 
was, " That, whenever (he perceived that the 
cxpedkfits propofed would indemnify the edt- 
tracH^inary cxpences flie incurroi m heir own 
defence, alio liie heavy lofles fuft^ined by her ally 
die king of Poland, and afford a proper feou- 
rity for Aeir future fafety, flie would be rcidy to 
jgb/c the fame proofs (be had always done of 

E 4 ^^^ 
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An* 1757* her defire to reftore peace; but it could not» 
be expefted (be fliould Tiften to expedients, of. 
which the king of Pruffia was to reap the whole 
advantage, after having begun the war, and wafted^ 
the dominions of a prince, who relied for his fecu-^ 
rity upon the faith of treaties, and tte appearance- 
of a harmony between' them.^* ' ' • ^ 

Upon the receipt of ithis anfwer, the couft of> 
London made fevcral propofals to the Czs^rina,' 
to interpofe as mediatrix between the courts: o£ 
Vienna and Berlin i but they were rejeded with 
marks of difpleafure and refcntment : and upon Sir 
Hanbury Williams, the Bririfh apibaflador*s cohti* 
nuing to urge his felicitations very ftrongly, and 
even with fome hints of menace5> an anfwcr was de^ 
livcred to him, by order of the Emprefs, pur*^ 
porting^ *' That her Imperial majefty was aftoniflied 
at his demand, after he had already been made aCi- 
quainted with the meafures ihe hadtaken. to cffeA 
a reconcihation between the courts of Vienna and 
Berlin. He might eafily conceive, as matters 
were then fituated, that theearneftnefs with which 
he now urged the fame propofition, muft necef- 
farily furprize her Imperial majefty, as it (hewed 
but little regard to her former declaration. The 
Emprefs, therefore, commanded His excellency 
to be told, that as her intentions contained in 
her firft anfwer remained abfolutely invariable, 
no ulterior propofitions for a mediation would 
be liftencd to ; and that as for the menaces 
made ufe of by his excellency, and particularly, 
that the king of Pruflia himfclf would foon attack 
the Ruffian army, fuch thrcatnings ferved. on^y 
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tX) weaken the ambaflador's propofals; to con- Au. 1757.'- 
firm ftillmorc, were it polTible, theEmprefs in her 
refolutions ; to juftify them to the whole world ; 
and. to render the king of Pruffia more blame- 
able.'* 

. The feafbn now drawing on in which the troops The king 
of the contending powers would be able to take o^ Pj^«5*. 

^ ^ enters Bo* 

the field, and the alarming progrds of the Ruflians hemia. 
being happily ibopt, his Pruflian majefty, whofe . 
wife ipaxim -hasalways been to keep t^ feat of 
war as far as poffible from his own dominions, re- 
fobbed to carry it into Bohemia, and there to attack 
thie Auftrians on all fides. To this end he ordered 
bis armies in Saxony, Mifnia, Lufatia, and Silefia, 
to enter Bohemia in four different and oppofite 
places, nearly at the fame time. The firfi: of thefe 
he commanded in perfon, affifted by marechal 
Keith ; the fecond was led by prince^ Maurice of 
Anhalt-Deflau ; the third by prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick.Bcvern ; and the fourth by marechal 
Schwerin. In confequence of this plan, marechal 
Schwerin's army entered Bohemia, on the eigh- 
teenth of April, in five columns, at as many dif- 
ferfent places. Their dcfign was fo well concerted, 
that the Auftrians had not the leaft fufpicion of 
their approach till they were paft the frontiers; 
and then they filled the dangerous defile of Gulder- 
Oelfe with Pandours, to difpute that paflage : but 
they were no fboner difcovered, than two battalions 
of Pruflian grenadiers attacked them with their 
bayonets fixed, and routed them. The prince of 
Anhalt pailed the frontiers from Mifnia, and pene- 
frjftcd in;o Bohemia on the twenty- firft of April, 

without 
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A«*iTKr^ without maeting any rcfiftancc. Tfcc pckice 
of Bcvern, oti this twentieth of the faihe tnottch^ 
having marched u the head of a. body of the aiiny, 
which was in Lulatia, from die quarters of canton* 
ment near Zittau, poiTeiled himfelf immediately of 
the 6rft poft on the frontier of Bohemia^ at Kiottau 

aeTcdont %nd Grafenftein^ without the lofs of a fiogie nutn; 


The 

rinceof 

event 
defeats 
the Aaf- 
Crians xm- 


Iw6lixgie^ 
at R«ch- 
CAbergi 


drove ^Wfjf the enemy the fame djy from Kfatzeh, 
lind proceeded to Machendorf, near Keidienberg. 
The iamt. moraiog PutkammePs huflkrs^ who 
fornjed part of a body, commanded by a colo^ 
nel and major, routsed fome hundreds of the 
enemy's tuiraffiers, pofted before Cohiin, undidr 
the codtdoft of prince Lichienfteio, took three 
officers and upwards of fixty horfe prifoncrs, and 
io difperied the reft, that they wiere fcarcely abhs to 
rally near Kratzen. Night coming \Ofi, obliged 
the troops to temaia in die open air till the next 
mornuig; when, at break of day, thePruffians 
aiarched m two colutpas, by Habendorf^ towards 
the enemy's army, amounting to twenty-eight 
-thouTand ilrong, commanded by count Konigfeg, 
and pofted near Rtichenberg, As ft)on as the 
lines were formed, they advanced towards the 
enemy's cavalry, ranged in three lines of about 
.thirty fquidrons. The two wings were fut 
tained by the infantry, which was pofted among 
.felled trees and increnchraents. They imme- 
diately cannonaded the enemy's cavalry, who re- 
ceived k with rcfolution, having oh their right 
hand a village, and on thtir left a wood, 
-where they had intrenched themfelves. But the 
, prince of Bevem having caufed fifteen . fquadrojas 
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of dragoons of the fecond line to advance, atid the Aa. «7$|^. 

wood on his right to be attacked at the fame time 

by the battalions of grenadiers of Ki^ldeh and of 

Moellendorff*, and by the regiment of the prince 

of PruiTia, his dragoons, who, by clearing the 

ground^ and poflefllng the intrenchmencs, had 

their flanks covered, intirely routed the enemy'ii 

cavalry. In the mean time cotonel Putkanuner 

and major Schenfeld, with their huffars, though 

flanked by the enemy*s artillery, gave the Auf^ 

trian horfe-grenadiers a very warm reception ^ 

whilft general Leftewitz, with the left wingof dtt 

Prufllans, attacked the redoubts that coveted 

Htichenberg. Though there were many defiles 

and rifmg-grounds to pafs, which were all ocCu* 

pied by the enemy, yet the regiment of Darmftadc 

forced the redoubt, and put to ^ight and purfued 

the enemy, after fome difcharges of theif artillery 

and fmall arinB, from one eminence to another^ fyf 

the diftance of a mile, when they gave over the 

puifuk, The adion began at half an hour after 

fix» and continued till eleven. About die thou^ 

fand of the Auftriam were killed and wounded c 

>molig the fbrmef were general Porporati ifind cotlnit 

liohenfelds, and among the latter prince Lichtofr- 

fl:ein and count Mansfeld. Twenty of their ofr 

cers, ^nd four hundf ed fcddters^ were takeiii pri- 

foners ; and they alfe loft three fl;ahdards. Oin the 

fide of the Pruffians feven fubalterns and about an 

Jbiundred men were killed, and fixteen ofiicers and 

an hundred and fifty men wounded. All the Prof* 

fian commanders fignalized themfelves extrethdy 

on dm occafion v and the duke of Severn, in par- 

ticylar, increafed the reputation lie had acquired the 

pre- 
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^^'^^^97^ preceding year at the battle of Lowofit2, by exhi- 
bking frefli proofs of his (kill and courage. . 

The king erf" Pruffia, on receiving the news of 
this fucccfs, addreffed himfelf • to his regiment of 
guards to this. cfFcft: ^ -See, - my boys, a moft 
happy beginning! The prince of Bevern has de*. 
feated the Auftrians at Reichcnberg. This pro- 
mifcs us, that, with God's aflSftance, we Ihall have 
the like fuccefs.** To which the regiment an- 
fwcred, with loud huzzas, ** Long live the king, 
eur incomparable fovereign!" which was imme- 
diately followed by the united acclamations of the 
reft of the army, 
♦ ^ After this battle marechal Schwerin joined the 
prince of Bevern, made himfelf mafter of the great- 
eft part of the circle of Buntzlau, and took a con- 
fiderable magazine from the Auftrians, whom he 
diflodged. The prince of Anhalt-Deflau, with his 
corps, drew near the king of Pruflia's army •, after 
which the latter advanced as far as Budin, froitl 
whence the Auftrians, who had an advantageous 
camp there, retired to Weftwarn, half way be- 
tween Budih and Prague 5' and his Pruffian ma- 
jcfty having pafled the Egra, his army and that of 
marechal Schwerin were fp fituated as to be able 
to aft jointly. . 

The king Thcfe advantages were but the prelude to a 
^v!"- -much more dccifive viftory, which the king him- 
complete felf gained a few days after. Prepanng to enter 
viaory Bohemia, at a diftance from any of the corps com- 
Auftrians manded by his. generals, he made a movement as 
near if he had intended to march towards Egra. The 

Pmg»^e. enemy, deceived by this feint, and imagining he - 
was going to execute foni^ defign, diftihft from 
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the objeft of his other armies, 4ctachcd a body An* »7S7- 
of twenty thoufand ^en . to obfcrve his motions : 
whereupon he made a fuddeh and mafterly move- 
ment to the left, by which he csxt off all <x>mmu- 
hication between that detachment and the main 
army of the Auftrians, which, having been rein- 
forced by the army m Moravia, by the re- 
mains of the corps lately defeated by the duke 
of Bevern, and by feveral regiments of the gar- 
rifon of Prague, amounted to near a hundred thou- 
fand men-, ftrongly intrenched on the banks of 
the Moldaw, to th^ north of Prague, in a camp 
fo fortified by every advantage of nature, and 
every contrivance of art, as to be deemed almoft 
impregnable. The left wing of the Auftrians, 
thus fituated, was guarded by the mountains of 
Zifcka, and the right extended as 'far as tierboholi. 
Prince Charles of Lorrain' and marechal BrowQ, 
who commanded them, fcemed determined td 
maintain this advantageous, poft : but the king of 
Pruilia, whofe vivacity overlooked all difficul- 
ties, having thrown feveral bridges over the 
Moldaw on the fifth of May, paffed that river 
in the morning of the fixth, with thirty thou- 
fand men, leaving the reft of the army under the ^ 
command of the prince of Anhalt-Deffau ; and 
being immediately joined by the troops under ma- 
rechal Schwerin and the prince of Bevern, re- 
folved to attack the enertiy on the fame day- In con- 
fequence of this refolution, his army filed off on 
the left by Pojcfchernitz, in order to execute this 
defign s and ^t the fame time count Brown wheel- 
ed to the right, to avoid being flanked. The 
Pruffians continued thcix march to Bichwitz, tra- 
5 verfing 
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Aki ijsj. vcrfing feveral d^6k% and morafles^ whicli for si 
little wtule fep^rated the infantry from the r^ c^ 
thearm^. The foot began the attack too pie- 
. dpitately, and were at firft rep^lfed ; but they foon 
rccoveied themffehes. While the king of Pruf- 
fia took the enemy in flatnk, marechat Sehweria 
adranced to a marfhy groand, which fuddenly 
flopping his army, threatened to dtifconcert the 
wlKde plan of operation : upon this, he immedi^ 
ately difinounted, and taking the ftandard of the 
regin^nt in his hand, boldly entered the morafs^ 
crfing om, " Let all brave Pruffians follow mc.** 
InfjfHred by the example of this great com* 
iMnder, now eighty-two^ years of age, all the 
troops fMrefied fcHrward ; and, though he was un*^ 
fortunately killed by the firft fire, their ardour 

Marechal abated not tilt they had totally defeated the ene* 

t^^^^ "*^* '^^^* ^^ marechal Schwerin, loaded with. 

Acbatdc. T^^^ ^^^ glo^T ; an officer whofe fidelity, intre»- 
ptdity, experience, and military prudence, had 
defervedly gained him the friendihip and coa6* 
dence of his royal mafter« Cod/ intrepidity im 
ibBiimy a <juick difcernment, and rapid execution, 
were the'diftinguilhing charafteriftics of this com- 
mander; 

In the mean time, the Pruffian infantry, which 
hasdt been ieparated in the march, forming thenv- 
fdvef afrefh, renewed the attack on the enem/s 
right, and' intirely broke it ; while their cavalry, 
after three charges, obliged that of the Auftri^s 
to retire in great con&fion, the center being at 

the fame time totally routed. The left wing of 
the Pruffians then marched immediately towards 

Mkheky, and being there joined by the horfc* 

. ^ re- 
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fwicwed their attack, white the enemy were retreat* Aa, 1 757W- 
ing baftilfjr towards SafkaSv^a. In the mean time, 
the troop«. on the right of the PruflSan armyt 
attacked the remains of the left wing of the Auf- 
trians, and made tbenifelves mailers of three bat* 
t^ies. But the behavioiar c# the inf»ittry in the 
laft attack was fo fuccef^ful, as to leare little room 
for this pan of the cavahy to a£t. Prince Henry 
of Pruffija, and the prince of Bevem, performed 
wiofiders,' making then^felvei mailers of two batte- 
ries ; and prince Ferdinand of Brunlwic took the 
kft Wing ©f the Auftrians in flank, while the 
king with Ws left, and a body of cavalry, fccorcd 
the paflage of the Moldaw. In Ihort, after a very * 
k>ng and obllinate engagement, and many fignal 
examples of valour on both fides, the Auftriiuis 
were forced to abandon the field of battle, leaving 
behind fixty pieces of cafinon, aB their tent$» 
baggage, military cheft^ and, in a word, theif 
whole camp. The weight of the battle fell upon 
the right wing of the Auftrians ; the remains of 
wikom, to the amount of ten or twelve- thoufand 
aacn^ fled towards Benefcbau, where they after- 
waids aflernbled under M* Pretlach, general of 
korfe. The infantry retired towards Prague, and 
threw themfclves in?to that city, with their com- 
BQandnrs, prmce Charles of; Lorrain and ^arechal 
Bmwjy ; but they were much harralfed in their re^ 
treat, by % detachment of the Pruffians under ma^ 
fcchal Keith. ^ The Prufllans took, on this ocea- 
lion, ten ftandards, and upwards of four thou- 
fimd prifMiei^s, thirty of whom w€*e officers of 
rank.. Their lofe amounted to about two thou^ 
land five hundred killed, and about three thpufand 
'.. " wound- 
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^'^757* wounded. Among the former, were general* 
d'Amftel, the prince of Holftein-Beck, the colo- 
nels Goltzf and Manftein, and lieutenant-colonel 
Roke. Among the latter, the generals Wentcr- 
field, De la Mothe, Feuque, Hautcharmoy, Blan- 
kenfee, and Plettenberg. The^ number of the 
killed and wounded on the fide of the Auftrians, 
was much greater. Among thcfe laft, was mare^ 
chal Frown, who received a wound, which, from 
the chagrin he fufFered, rather than from its own 
nature, proved mortal fhortly after. 

The day after the battle colonel Meyeu, was 
detached with a battalion of Pruffian Pahdours, 
and four hundred huflfars, to deftroy a very con- 
iiderable and valuable magazine of the Auilrians 
at Pilfen, which he efFefted. He alfo completed the 
dcftruftion of feveral others of lefs importance; 
by the lofs of which, however, all poffibility of 
fubfiftence was cut ofir, from any fuccours the Auf- 
trians might have expedled from the Empire, 
ftague The Pruffians, following their blow, immediate-* 

■avcilcd, jy invefted Prague on both fides of the river, the 
king commanding on one fide, and marechal Keith 
on the other. In four days the whole city was 
furrounded with lines and intrenchments, by which 
all communication from without was intirely cut 
oif : and befides, prince Charles of Lorraine and 
marechal Brown, the two princes of Saxony, the 
prince of Modena, the ,duke d'Aremberg, count 
Lacy, and feveral other perfons of great diftinc-. 
tion, were fhut up within the walls ^ together with 
about forty thoufand of the Auftrian army, who. 
had taken refuge in Prague afteV their defeat. < 

' • •- 

The 
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Every tiling Continued quiet oft both (ides, A<i. 1757. 
fcarcc ai cannon-^fhot being fired by either fof fofflfc 

time after this bl6ckadc wa^ formed ; and in thft 

mean while the Pruffians made themfelves iliafteri 
Df Ciifcaberg, an eminence whieh commands the 
town, where the Auftriafts had a ifrottg redoubt, 
tohrinuirtg llkewife to ftretigthen their wofk^i. Al* 
ready they had fallied out, and taken Ibme Other The be 
ineffedlual Iteps to recover this poft; but a more ^^^^^ 
dccifive ftrokif was nftceffary. Accordingly a da- vigorous 
fign wa^ formed of attacking the Praffian ^rmy iti ^y i 
the ntght With a body of twelve thoufartd men, to 
be fuftairted by ail the grehadicrj, volunteers, Pan- 
dburs, and Hungarian infantry, in cafe an impref- 
fldn could be made on the king's lines. It was 
intended to open a Way, fword in hand, throtrgfr 
the eamp of the befiegcrs, and to eafe Prague of • 
the mukftude of forces locked op ufelefs within 
the walls, ferving only to confume the provifions 
of the garrifoii, and hurry on a farrender. Hap- 
pily a deferter gave the prince of Pruffia intelli- 
genee of the enemy's defign, aboltt eleven o'clock 
at night. Proper meafurcs were immediately taken 
for their receptioyn, and in lefe than a quarter of an 
hour the whole army was under armsi. 

This defign was conduced with fo much filerice, 
that, though the Pfudians were warned of* it, tfiey 
cotlld d/fcover nothing before the enemy had 
charged their advanced pgfts. The att^k was be- 
gun on the fide ©f the little town, againft mare- 
chal Keith's camp, and the left wing of the Pruf- 
fian army encamped on the Moldaw. From hence ' * 
it is probable the Auftrians propofed not only to 
dcftroy the batteries that were raifing, but to at- 

Numb. I a. F tack 
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An. 1757. tack the bridges of communication which thePrul^ 
fians threw over the Moldaw, at about a quarter of 
a German mile above and below Prague^ at Branick 
and Podbabai 

The greateft akrm. began about two o'clock^ 
when the jenemy hoped to have come fileptly and 
unexpc.ftedly uppn the miners ; but ^thpy }iad left 
work about a quarter of an hour before^ At the 
• V report of the firft piece which they fired> the pi- 
quet pf the third battalion of Pruffian auards^ to the 
number of an hundred men, who went out of th€ 
camp to fuftain the body which covered. (the works, 
was thrown into fome, confiifioa, from the dark-* 

< nefs of the night, which jprevented their diftin- 

guiftiing the - Auftrian tr.oops . from. . t^eir ^owfl* 
Lieutenant Jork, detached with two platoons to re-; 
eonnoitre the enemy, attempted to dif(?py^r.th^ir 
difpofition by kindling a fire. Captain Hodig, by; 
the light of this fire, perceiving the enemyfs fitua-r 
Uon, imihediately formed ^he defign of falling 
upon them in flank, and gave orders to his meft* 
to fire, in platoons, which jthey perfornQCfi^ .mu- 
tually repeating the fignal given by their xom^' 

hut arc mander. The enemy fled with the greater preci- 

xcpulfcd. pitation, as they were ignorant of the ,,wealcnefs 
of the piquet, and a» tlie fhouting of the Pruflian 
fbldiers made them mjftake it for a numerous., 
body. Many of them deferred, many took fhelter 
in Prague, and 'many more were driven into the 
river, and drowned. 

At the fame time this, atuck .began, a regi- . 
. ment of horfe- grenadiers fell uppn a redoubt 
. which the Prufliaris had thrown up, fupported by^ 
the Hungarian irifantry : they returned- thi^etipesf 

5 ' , : ,. • to 
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to the affault, and were as often beat back by the An. 1757- 
Pruffians, whom they found it impoffible to dif- 
lodge ; though prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick's 
battalion, which guarded this poft, fufftred ex- 
tremely. While the attack was making, the enemy 
kept an iiiceffant fire with their mufquetry upon 
the whole front of the ^ruffians, from the convent 
, of St. Margaret to the river,* 

At three in the morning the Pruffians quitted 
their camp,' to engage the enemy. The battalion 
ofPannewitz attacked a 'building called the Red- 
houfe, fituated at the bottom of a declivity before ' 
Wellaftowitz. The Pandours, who had taken pof- 
feflion of this houfe, fired upon them inceflantly 
from all the doors and windows, until they were dif- 
lodged ; and the Pruffian battalions were obliged 
to fuftain the fire, both of cannon and mufquetry, 
for above two hours, when the enemy retired to 
the* city, except the Pandours, who again took 
polTeffion of the Redhoufe, which the Pruffians 
were forced to abandon, <becaufe the artillery of 
Prague kept a continual fire upon it from the mo- 
ment it was known to be in their hands. The 
Auftrians left behind them many dead and wound- 
ed, befides deferters ; and the Pruffians, notwith- 
ftanding the iofs of fcveral oiHccrs and private 
men, made fome prifoners. Prince Ferdinand/ 
the king of Pruffia's youngcft brother, had a horfe 
killed under him,' and was flightly wounded ia 
the face. 

The Pruffian works being completed, and hea- 
■ vy artillery arrived, four batteries, erefted on the x 
banks of the Moldaw, began to play with great 
fury. Near three hundred bombs, befides an in- 

F 2 finity 
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^^^m?' finity of ignited balls, were thrown into the city* 
in the fpace of twenty -four hours. The fcenc waa 
^^S"® ' Ijimcntabk ; hpufes, me0, and tor(es, wrapped in 
ed. flame&y and reduced to, alhes* The coofufian 

^thin^ together with the want of proper artillery 
and ammunition, obliged the Auftrians to ceafe. 
fjifing, and furniftied bis PruflSian majefty with all 
the opportunity he could wiflx of pquripg dcftruc- 
tion upon this unfartunate city. The horrors of 
^ar feemed to Rave extinguiih^d th^ principles of 
hntpanity. Nq ifegard was paid to the diftre^s of 
tlie inhabitants : the Auftrians obftioately mala-. 
tain^d poiieflion, and the Pruffians pra£lifed every 
stratagem, every barbarous refifveonent, that con-! 
fbitutes the nvbtary art, to oblige them to capitUr 
l^q. After the confiagration had kfted three days, 
and confumed a prodigious number of bu'rldings,^ 
jtjae principal inhabitants, burghers,, and clergy,, 
perceiving their city on the point of being reduced 
to a heao of rubbifh, and laid wholly in afhes, bj^ 
^ fought the coiT>mander, in a body, to hearken tpj 
Brave de- terms ; but be was deaf to the voice of pity, and, 
thebe^ infead qf being moved with their fupplications, 
fiegcd. drove out twelve thou&nd perfons, the icaft ufeful 
in defending the city. Thde, by order of his 
Pruffian majefty, were again forced back ; w[hich 
foon produced fo great a fcarcity <rf provifion with- 
it! the waUs> that the Auftrians were reduced to the 
ncceffity of eatiqg horfe-flefh, forty horfes being 
daily diftributed to the troops, and the fame food 
fold at four pence a pound to the inhabitants. 
However, as there ft ill remained great abundance 
' of corn, they were far from being brought to tlKt 
laft extremity. Two yigorous and well conduced 
3 faU 
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Wlfes tv€tr madci but thcjr proved wnTucc^fsfu!. A«. 1757. 
The only adiran^ge rduking from them was th^ 
perpetiaal alarm in which they kept the PruiTian 
camp, and the rigilMce required ro guard againft 
the attacks of a numerous, refdute, and defperate 
garrifon. \ 

Whatevo* dilScuhte$ might attend the conqiieft 
of Prague, certain it is, that the affairs of iheEm^ 
prelisi-queea were in the moft critical and deiperate 
lituation. Her grand army difperfed in parties, and 
flying jfbr fubfifteoce iii fmall corps ; their princes 
and commanders cooped up in Prague ; that capi*' 
tal in immthent danger of being taken ; the ^pu-^ 
riihing kingdom of Bohemia ready to fall into the 
hands of tb<; conqueror-, a confiderable army on 
the point of furrendering pfifoners of war ; ail the 
qu^n's hereditary dominions open and ejqpolcd % 
the whole fertile traft of coomry from Egra to the 
MoldaWt in the aAual poffeffion of the Fruflians i 
the diftance to the archduchy of Auftria not very 
confiderable, and fecured 6n\y by the Danube -, Vi- 
enna under the uimoft apprehcnfions of a fiege, 
and the Imperial family ready to talc^ refuge in 
Hungary 5 the Pruflian forces deemed invincible, 
and the fangi:dne friends of that monarch already 
fhiiring with him, in imaginacion, the fpoils 6f the 
ancient and iUuftriofus houie of Auftria. Such was 
the afpe£t of aflairs, and fuch the difficulties to be 
combated, when Leopold, count Daun, was ap- 
pointed to the command of the Auftrian forces, to ^^^^ 
ftem the torrent of difgrace, and turn the fortune of takes the 
the war. This general, tutored by long experience, commaad 
undef the bcft officers of Europe, and the parti- Auftrka 
cijar £skvourite ^ of the great KevcnhuHcr, was army. 

F 3 now. 
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An. I7S7- now, for the firft time, raifed to aft in chief, at 
, the head of an army, on which depended the fate 
of Auilria, and the empire. 3arn of a noble 
Charaftcr family, he relied folely upon his own merit : without 
£cncrj. foliciting court-favour, he afpired after the higheft 
preferment, and fucceeded by mere dint of fupc- 
rior worth. . His progrcfs from the ftation of afu^ 
baltern was (low and filent : his pronnxion to the 
chief command was received wijh univerfal efteem 
and applaufe. Cautious, fteady, penetrating, and 
fagacious, he was oppofed as another Fabius to 
the modern Hannibal, to check the fire and vigour 
of that monarch, by flow prudence and phlegmatic 
circumfpcftion. Arriving at Boemifchbrod, within 
a few miles of Prague, the day after the late defeat, 
he halted to coUcft the fugitive corps and broken 
remains of the Auftrian army, and foon drew toge- 
ther a force fo confiderabk, as to attraft the. notice 
of his Pruffian majcfty, who detached the prince of 
Severn with twenty battalions and thirty fquadrons, 
to attack him before numbers fhould render him 
formidable. Daun was too prudent to give battle 
with difpirited fliattered troops, funk with difgrace, 
to an army flufhed with viftory. . He retired on the 
firft advice that thePruffians were advancing, and 
took poft at Kolin, where he entrenched himfclf 
ftrongly, opened a way for the daily iupply of re- 
cruks fent to his army, and infpired the garrifon 
of Prague with frelh courage, in expeftation of 
being foon relieved. Here he kept clofe within 
his camp, divided the Pruffian forces, by obliging 
the king to employ near half his army in watching 
his defigns, weakened his efforts againft Prague, 
harrafled the enemy by cutting off their conypy^,' 

and 
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and rdftored, by degrees, the langyifhing and al- An- -"fST- 
moft defpanding fpirits of his » troops.' Perfcftlf 
acquainted with the ardor and difcipline of the 
Pruflian troops, with the enterprifing and impetu- 
ous difpofition of that monarch, and, fenfible that 
his fituatfon would prove irkfbme and embarraffing 
to the enemy, he improved it to the beft advantage, 
fcemed to fbrefee all the confequences, and dircftcd 
every ,meafure to produce them. Thus he retarded 
the. enemy''^ operations, and afliduoufly avoided 
precipitating ian aftion, until the Pruflian vigour 
fhould be exhaufted, their ftrength impaired by 
loflcs and defertion, the firft fire and ardor of 
their genius extinguifhed by continual fatigue and- 
inceflant alarms, and the' impreffion made on his 
own men, by the late defeat, in Ibme degree effaced. 
The event juftified Daun's cpndud. Hk army 
grew every day more numerous, while his Pruflian 
majefty began to exprefs the utmoft impatience at 
the length of the fiege. When that monarch firft 
invefted Prague, it was on the prefumption that 
the numerou$ forces within the^ walls would, by 
confuming sdl the provifion, oblige it to furrender 
in a few days ; but perceiving that the Auftrians 
had ftill a confiderable quantity of corn, that count 
Daun's army was daily encreafing, and would ibon 
be powerful enough, not only to cope with the de^ 
tachment under the prince of Bevern, but in a con^ 
dition to raife the fiege, he determined to give the 
count battle with one part of his army, while he kept 
Prague blocked up with the other. The Auftrians 
amounted now to fixty thoufand men, were deeply 
entrenched, and defended by a fine and prodigious 
Jr^in of ^tillcry, placed on redoubts and. batteries 
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^ »757^ creftcd on the moft advantageous pofts. Every 
acceffiblc^part of the camp was fortified with lines • 
and heavy pieces of battering cannon, and the foot 
of the hills fecured by difficult defiles. Yet ftrong 
at this f^tuation nvight appear, forn)idable as the 
Auilrian fprces certainly were, his FruQiaa majefty 
undertook, to diflodge them with ^ b^y ^^ horfe 
knd foot, not exceeding thirty-two thouiand men. 
Qn the thirteenth day of Jqne h^ quitted the camp 
before iprague, efcort^d by a few battalions and 
fquadrpns, with which he joined the prince of Se- 
vern at MilkowiC2. Marechal Keidi, it isfaid, ftre- 
/^Vioqfly oppofe4 this meafure^ and advifed either 
raifing tHf fiege intirely^ and attacking the Auftrians 
with the united forces of Pruflia, or poftponing 
the attack en the c^mp at Kolin^ until his majefty 
ftiould cither gain pofTeffion of the city, or ibnie 
attempts fliould be made to oblige him to quit his 
pofts. Frop either meafure an advantage would 
refult;. With his whqle army he might probably 
havf defeated count Oaun, or at leaft have obliged 
him to retreat. Had he continued within his lines 
Xt Pragye, the Auftrian general could not have 
conftrained him tq rsufe the fiege, without lofing 
his qwn advantageous fuuation, and giving battle 
\ipon terms nearly equal But the king, elated 
withfuccefs, impetuous in his valour^ and confident 
of the fuperiority of his own trpc^s ij;i point of difci- 
pline, thought all rcfiftance muft fink upder the 
weight of his viftorious arm., and yield to that cou- 
rage which had already furmounted fuch difficultie'j^ 
Thf king disregarded the marechars f4geoounfei, and maicht* d 
^d^a^nces ^^ ^^ ^'^^ attack unc ^'^unted, and even aflTured of fuc^ 
minil cefs. By the cighleench the. two aroii^ were in 
^^- ' ' fight; 
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fight; and his m^efty found, that count Daun had An- <7S7^ 
not only fortified his camp with all the heavy caii* 
non of Olxnutz, but was ftrongly reinforctd widi 
troops from Moravia and Auftria, which had joined 
him fubfequent to the king'^departure from Prague. 
He foi^d the Auftrians drawn up in three lines 
upon the high grounds between Gei\Utz and Su 
John the Baptift^ Difficult as it ^as to approach 
thejjf Gtu^tion, the Pruflian iofantry marched up TKc bat- 
with fin^nefSy while ihot was poured iikc hail from i^ ^ ^^ 
^ enemas batteries, and began the attack K«<rgiia» 
about^ thrti^ ia the afternoon. Th^y drove the 
Auftriav with irrcfiftible intrepidity . frotn two 
^noinenccs fecured with heavy cannon, and two 
viUages^ defended by feveral battalions; but, 
ifx attacking the third , eminence, were flanked 
by the Auftrian cavalry, by grape-fhot poured 
from the batteries. ^ and, after a violent con* 
Ri&^ and prodigious lofs of men, put into dif- 
order. . ■ , . 

Animated with the king's prcfence, they. ral- 
lied, and returned with redoubled ardour to the 
charge ; but were a fccond time repulfed. For 
fevcn times fucceifivelydid prince Ferdinand renew 
the attack, performing every duty of a great ge- 
neral and valiant ibldier, tho' always with the fame 
fortune. The inferiority of thePruflian infantry, the 
difadvantages of ground, where the cavalry could 
not aft, the advantageous fituation of the enemy, 
their numerous artillery, their intrenchments, num- 
bers, and obftinacy, joined to the (kill and cortduft 
of their general, ail confpircd to defeat the hopes of 
thq Pruflians, to furmount their valour, and oblige 
them to retreat. The king then made a laft and 

furious 
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^' 17 S7' furious effort, at the Jiead of the cavalry, oh th^* 
enemy's^ left wing ; but with as little fucceft as all 
the former attacks. Evety effort was macje, and 
every attempt was produftive only of greater loffcs 
. and misfortunes. At laft, after expofing his per- 
fon in the mbft perilous fituations, after perform- 
ing all that could be expefted from valour tutored 
by conduit, and a foul infpired with that noble ar- 
dour which braves dangers, grafps at vidory, and 
Ipurns difficulty, his PrufCan majefty drew off his 
Tike.Pnif- forces from the field of battle, retiring in fuch' 
fcated good order, in fight of the enemy, as prevented a 
' purfuit, or the lofs of his artillery and baggage. Al- 
moft all the officers on either iide difl:inguiftied 
thcmfelves; and count Daun, whofe conduft emu- 
lated that of his Pruffian majefty, received two 
flight wounds, and had a horfe killed under him, 
The loffes of both armies were very confiderable : 
on that of the Pruffians, the killed and wounded 
amounted to eight thoufand ; lefs pernicious, how- 
ever, to his majeft:y*s caufe than the frequent de-. 
fcrtions, and other innumerable ill conf^quences 
that enfoed. 

When the Pruffian army arrived /at Nimburg, 

his majefty, leaving the command with the prince 

of Severn , took frefh horfes, and, efcoi-ted l^y twelve 

or fourteen huflars, fet out for Prague,^ where he 

arrived next morning without halting, after having 

been the whole preceding day on horfeback, and 

leadirfg every attack. Immediately he gave orders 

The fiegc for fending off all his artillery, ammunition, and 

raifed.^"^ baggage -, which wai executed with fo much expc-* 

dition, that the tents were ftruck, and the army on 
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their murch, before the garrifon were informed of *«• «757^ 
the king's defeat. 

' Thus terminated the battle of Kolin and fiege 
of Prague, in which the acknowledged errors of 
his PruflTian majefty were more than ballanced by 
the intrepidity of his conduft, and the candour 
with which he owned his miftake; both in a letter 
to tl^e Earl Marechal f , and in converfation with fe- 
veral of his general officers. Moft people., indeedi 
imagined the king highly blameable for checking 
the ardour of his troops, to Hop and lay fiege to 
Prague. They would have hid him to purfue his 


f ** The Imperial grena- 
diers, fays he, are an admirable 
corps : one hundred compa- 
nies defended a rifing ground, 

' which my bell infantry could 
, not carry^ Ferdinand, who 
commanded them, returned fe- 
ven times to the charge; but 
to no purpofe. At firft he 
jnailered a battery, but could 
not hold it. The enemy had 
the advantage of a numerous 
and well-ferved artillery. It 
did honour to liichtenHein, 
who had the direflion. Only 

• t^e PruiHan army can difpute 
it wit|i him. My infantry were 
too few. All my cavalry were 
prefent, and idle fpedators, 
excepting a bold pufli by my 
houlhold troops and fome dra- 
goons. Ferdinand attacked 
without powder; the enemy, 
m return, were not fparing of 
theirs. They had the advan- 
tage of a rifing ground, of in- 
trenchments, and of a prodigi- 
ous artillery. Several of iny 
foments were repulfed by 


their mufquetry. Henry per- 
formed wonders. I tremble 
for my worthy brothers : they 
are too brave. Fortune turn- 
ed her hack on me this day. 
I ought to have expe£led it : 
(he is a female, ^d I am no 
gallant. In fa£l, I ought to 
have had more infantry.— 
Succefs, my dear lord, oftea 
occafions a dcftrudive confi- 
dence. Twenty-four batta- 
lions were not faiHcient to di^ 
lodge fixty thoufand men from 
an advantageous pod. Another 
time we will do better.— What 
fay you of this league, which 
has only the marquis oT Bran- 
denbourg for its objeft ? The 
great Eledor would be fur- 
prifed to fee his grandfon at 
war with the Ruffians, the 
Auftrians, almoft all Germa- 
ny, and an hundred thoufand 
French auxiliaries,— I know 
not whether it will be difgrace 
in me to fubmit^ but I am 
fure there will be no glory in 
yanquifhing me/* ^ 

con- 
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*^ *7J7' eolx]iieib> over-run Auftria, Moravia, and all die 
liereditary dominions, from w{iich alone the Em- 
})rer8*queen could draw iptedy fuccours. A body 
0f twenty or thiriy thour;Mid men would have 
Mocked up Prague, while the remainder of the , 
i^rullian forces might have obliged the Imperial 
family to retire from Vienna, and efFedually pre- 
irented count Daun from afiembling another army. 
It was univerfally expected he would have bent 
hh march ftrait to this capital ; but he dreaded 
kaying the numerous army in Prague behind ; and 
it was of great importance to complete the con- 
queft of Bohemia. With refpedt to the attack at 
Kolin, his majefty himfelf has generoufly given up 
that meafure ; and to this alone, perhaps, are we 
to attribute the fubfequent misfortunes, zndthc. 
duration of the war. However, we fhall not ven- 
ture to rcfledt upon operations in which it would 
be prcfumption in us to decide. 

The prince of Pru(Ha marched all night 
with his corps to Nimburg, where he joined 
the prince of Bevern •, and marechal Keith re- 
treated the next dav, when, marechal Brown 
* having died before of the wounds he received 
on the fixth of May, prince Charles of Lorrain * 
fallied out with a large body of the Auftrians, 
and attacked the rear of the Pruffians ; but did 
no farther mifchief than killing about two hun- 
dred of their men. 

The fiegc of Prague being thus raifed, the im- 

^ priibned Auftrians received their deliverer, count 

+hc king Daun, with inexpreffible joy ^ and their united 

^''"®* fi)rce5 became greatly fuperior to thofe of the king 

-«ua. ^ Prnifiay who was ui alhort time obliged to e^^- 

cuate 
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cuatc Bohemia, and take refuge in Saxony. Tlie *•* *757* 
Auftrians harraflfed him as much as poffihlc in his 
retreat : but their armies, though fuperior iti num- 
bers, were not in a. condition, from their late fuf- 
^ferings, to make any decifive attempt upon him^* 
as the frontiers of Saxony abound with fituationy 
eafily defended. 

The lofs of this battle was fucceeded by a ftiH 
more aflFedting nriisfortune : the death of a mother^ 
whofe maternal tendernefs was fuch as gave ah* ad- 
ditionaT ftroke, which his Pruffian majefty was not 
prepared to receive. 

The rapidity of the PrufCan ccnquefts being thut^ 
checked, we fhali now fee the war confined not to 
one part of Germany only, but the whole become » 
fcheme of confufion, devaftation, and bloodfhetf. 

To guard ^gainft the ftorm which menaced Preptrt- 
Haiwver in particular^ orders were tranfmittcd ^^"4^^ 
thither to recruit, the troops that had been fent fence of 
back from England^ to augment each com- HMorer^ 
party, to remount the cavalry with the utmoft" 
expedition V npt to fuifer any horfes to be coa^ 
veyed out erf the ekftorate ; to furnifh the ma^ 
^zines in that country with all things neceflarjr 
for fifty thouland mcn^ of which twenty-fix thou** 
fand were to be Hanoverians, ^and, in confcquence 
of engagements entered into for that purpofe,. 
twelve thouiand Heflians, fix thoaiand Brunf- 

« 

' wickers, two thouland Saxe-Gothans, and a thou- 
fend Lunenburgers, to be joined by a donfider- 

' able body of Pruffians, and the whole com* 
manded by his royal highnefs the duke of Cu^iv. 
berland. But the juftice of his Britannic ma* 
jefty, thougl^ he faw his German dominions. ^ 

' threat* 
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Ad-i7S7« threatened by the aftual march of a powerful 
French army towards its frontiers, would not per- 
mit, him to march an army into the field before he 
had publilhed to the world the juft motives that had 
compelled h;m to oppofe force by force, and to de- 
fend himfelf againft the invafi9n of his enemies by 
every means which God had put in his power*. 
The declaration, or manifefto, which his majefty 
caufed.to be publifhed on this occafion was as fol- 
lows t " His 


• Both his Britannic majef- 
ly, as clcdor of Hanover, and 
Ae "king of Pruffia, had be- 
fore, by their miniders, pre- 
fcntcd memorials to the dyet 
•f the Empire, claiming the 
^proteAion of the Empire a- 

fainft the invaflon of tJie 
rench : but as the dyet had 
already , by a majority of votes, 
declared itfelf againil the king 
of Pruflia, no efFedl could be 
expedled from thcfe memo- 
rials ; for by |hat vote the fe- 
veral circles of the Empire 
were obliged to fend their re- 
ipedive contingency to the af- 
£ilance of the Emprefs- queen, 
for which purpofe they were 
all raifihg troops, who were 
nore likely tc join ilvith the 
French than to appear againft 
them. However, thefe con- 
tingents were farnilhed very 
Howly, and with manifeft re- 
Ittflance; and it was dill fup- 
- , pofed that many of the princes 
of the Empire would declare 
themfelves neutral, as the elec- 
tor of Bavaria had already ex- 
prefly done : ' and to induce 
them the more readily fo to 
dp, the king of Prufiia fent a 


body of his troops, under co- 
lonel Meyer, into Franconia,^ 
where they advanced as far as 
Nuremberg, and. threatened to 
raife contributions upon all 
fuch a^ fhould refa(e to declare 
themfelves neutral. 

On the other hand, the 
French minifler had alfo, oa 
the twentieth of April, prefent* 
ed to. the dyet a declaration^ 
dated the twentieth of March, 
wherein his mafter gave his 
reafojfis for fending his armies 
into the.£mpire ; and, among 
otKer things, fet forth, That, 
in order to prevent the war 
fiom iprea^ing in the Empire, 
he had facrificed his defire of 
a juft revenge, and confented 
that the Emprefs-queen ihbuld 
make an offer of a convention 
of neutrality, in his nanie, for 
the dominions which the ]dng 
of England poftefTes in Germa- 
ny. And, by way of fupple- 
ment to this declaration, the 
Emprefs-queea communicated 
to leveral courts, with whom 
ihe was in friendihip, the con- 
ditions that were propofed for 
bringing about a neutrality in 
favour of the cledlorate of Ha- 

nov^. 
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. ." His Britannic majefty, elector of Brunfwick- An. 1757. 
Lunenburg, ufed his utmoft endeavours to prevent Declara- 
t*he war which h^s ariferi between him, as kteg of gritonnic* 
Great Britain, and the. crown of France, and to majefty, 
accommodate in an amicable manner the difFe- asclettor 
rences which occafioned it. WJhen thefe endea- vcr. 
yours were found to be ineffedlual, he ftill labcurfcd 
to keep the war, which he could not, prevent, 
within narrow boiinds, that it might not interrupt 
the trwquillity of his doniinions in Germany, 
much lefs the other ft^tes of Europe, who had na 
concern in the quarrel. 

• *' In cpnfequence of this difpofition, and bc- 
caufe, in the autumn of one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and fifty-five, it was beconie more probable 
than ever that France, to f evenge the fuppofed in- 
juries Ihe pretended to have received from his Bri- 
tatinic tnajefty, would attack his dominions in Ger^ 
many ; hjs majefty, in the beginning of the follow- 

fiover. According to the pv^-, rage, and waggons, theyihould 
tures made' on tnis head, the Want in the country: befides. 
king of Great Britain, in his ' which they were to be allowed 
eledoral capacity, would have * to.eftablifh magazines and hof- 
been confidered as having no . pitals in certain parts of the 
concern in the prefent war. eleftorate. ' The town of Ha- 
His troops, and thofe of the melen was to be put into the 
princes allied to him, were not hands of the Emprefs, or oac 
to a^ againft the troops of of her allies, asadepofit; or 
&e Emprefs-queen aad her al^ into the hands of the empref» 
lies. He was likewife to en- of Ruffia, or of the king of 
gage not to fuccour the king Denmark, who were propoied 
of Pruflia, either with men or as guarantees of the conven-> 
money. , The pafTage through tion. Moreover, they were to 
that part of his ele^lorate make a repartition of quarters 
which is fituated on the left of for the Hanoverian troops, 
the river Aller^ was to be whofe number, by this con- 
granted to the troops of her vention, was not to be aug- 
Imperial majefty andjher allies, mented. 
paying for what provifions, fq- - . 

ing 
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All. 1757. ing year, concluded a treaty \Ath the king of Pruf- 
' fia, by which he had great reafoA to hope his paci- 
fic dcfigns would have been r<5ndered cffcdual, as 
\ by this treaty, purfuant to the intehtion of it, it 
was probable the king of France would be difap- 
pointed in his views : and as. a new waf has fiiiCe 
broken out unexipeftedly, htis majcfty has carefully 
avoided taking any part in if. 

** If is impoflible for the difpaffionate and ttnpar- 
rial, after confidering the conduct of his Britannic 
majefty on this occafion, not to fee the injoflrice of 
all the motives and pretences of France for invad- 
ing the eleftoral territories of BrunfWick, -which 
are tirider the protedtion 6f the Empire. 

*• If thefe pretences are founded upon the waf 
which has broke out between Englarrd and France, 
it rs cafy to fhew, th^t this war, both with relpeA 
to its caufes and its ends, is entirely foreign to his 
majefty, as' eledor, and to his German dominions. 

*' As^ to the fecond war which has been kindled 
in Germany, the crown of France, as guarantee of 
tfec treaty of Weftphalia, has noc the ka& pretence, 
on one hand, to aft againft the ftatcs before- men- 
tioned, fo long.as his majefty cannot be charged 
with any breich of the faid peace ; and, on the 
other, France, as an ally and auxiliary of the Em- 
• prrfs-queen, cannot juftly a6k againft a member of 
the Empire^ who is not at war, nor has the leaft dif- 
ference with her Imperial majefty. 

*^ Bttt as France has, notwithftanding, entered 
the empire, on the fide of Weftphalia, with a iiu- 
mcrous army, which, after having garrifoned the' 
imperial city of Cologne, is advancing farther and 
farther into the eledoral ft aces of Brunfwick, ai it; 

hias 
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Ms already entered and raifed contributions^ In the An, 1757* 
bifhopric of Munfter ; and as its defign againft 
the eftates pf his Britannic majefty in Germany it 
too manifeft to be doubted ^ he is compelled, by 
indifpeafible necefficy, to aflemble and march an 
iirmy, to averf, wi^ the* aififtance of the Moii: 
High, all vi'olence;^ ;inju(liae, and ufurpation, from 
his pwn eft^t^^ ^nd.thofe of his neighbours. . 

*' To prevent the illconfequence9ffaire and art- - 
ful infiftviitipns, his majefty has thought it highly' 
requifite. tbiMs to declare to the whole world, that 
he is very far from haying conceived any defign to 
aft pffenfivcly 4gainft any of the ftates of the Em^ 
pire, ^or pvei>j,agfiinft the crown of Franpe 9 ^t^d 
that by the grmamf nt, and the march of his troops, 
to which he h^s been coxupelied, he has no view qr 
defirc but to reprefs, by the Divine Aififtance, a|l 
invaGcMij, violence, and hoftilities ; and if fuch ftiould 
happep, to do, ^s a principal and original Wmber<rf' 
the Empire, what (hall be juft in the fight of God an4 
man, and what he owes to the fafety of the country 
which the Almighty has.intrufted to his care^ 
. "He refts aflured, that no pcrfon can miftake 
or mifinterpret the juftice of this : felf defence, to 
which he is forced : and he confides particularly in 
the fai^h and frieadlhip of his co-eftates in the Em- 
pire, thar they will not counterad his views in their 
favour, of keeping the calamities of war at a dif- 
tance from their frontiers, but that they will rathar ^ 
facilitate and fupport them. That being well af^ 
fured his majeily*s troops will obferve the moft exa^ 
difciplinc, they will, in return, give them proofs of 
their good will, particularly by furnifhing them, 
for ready money, with fuch provifiohs and forage 
Numb. XIII. G ^ 
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An. 1757- as they fhall want. And, laWy, that they will not 
furnifti his enemies with thefe, or any other nccef- 
faries or accommodations that may be prejudicial to 
his majcfty's dominions, or their own.** 

After this declaration, dated at Hanover the 
twenty third of April, the troops of the confe- 
derated dates that were to compofe the allied ar- 
my, under the name of an army of obfervation, 
began to affemble with all po/Rble' diligence near 
Bidefeldt. Thither the generals, appointedtp com- 
mand the feveral divifions, repaired, to fetrie the 
plan of operations with their commander the duke 
of Cumberland, who, having left London on the 
ninth of April, arrived on the fixteenth at Hano- 
ver, and from thence riepaired to the army, which, 
having been joined by three Pruffiart regiments that 
retired from Wefel, confiftcd of thirty-feven batta- 
Jions and thirty-four fquadrons. Of thefe, fix batta- 
lions and fix fquadrons were pofted at Bielefeldt, un- 
der the command of lieutenant-general baron de 
Sporcken ; fix battalions under lieutenant-jgencral 
de Block, at Hervorden •, fix battalions and four 
fquadrons, under major-genera.1 Ledebour, between ' 
Hervord and Minden ; feven battalions and ten 
fquadrons, under lieutenant-general d*Oberg, in 
the neighbourhood of Hamelen ; and five batta- 
lions and four fquadrons, under rnajor-gencral 
de Haufs, ne^r Nienburg. The head-quarters of 
his royal highnefs were at Bielefeldt. 

In the mean time the French on the Lower 
Rhine continued filiiig off i'nceflantly. The fiege 
of Gueldres was converted into a blockade, occa- 
lioncd by the difficulties the enemy found in 
raifing batteries j and a j)arty of Hanoverians, 
3 having 
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having paflcd theWcfer, as well to ravage the Aft, 1757. 
country of Paderborn as to reconnoitre the French^ 
Scarried off feveral waggoris loaded with wheat *id 
bats, deftined. for tkc territories of the eieftor of * 
Cologne. On the other hand, colonel Fifeher 
having had in engagement with a fmall body of 
Hanoverians, iri the county of TcklenburgH, 
routed theni, and niade fome prifotiers. 
. After iiveral other little Ikirmilhcs between the 
t^rcnch and the Hahoverians, the duke of Cum- 
berland altered the pofition of his camp^ by placing 
it between Bielefeldt and Hervordcn^ in hopes of 

. fruftrating the defiign of the enemy \ whdj declin*^ 
* ing to attack him on the fide of Bracwedc^ aftcV 

'^[ having reconnoitred his fituation feveral days, made 
,a muotion on their left; as if they meant to get be- 
tween him and the W^fer. This was rio foonci* 
done than, on the thirteenth of June in the after* 
noon, having received advicii that the enemy had 
caufed a laf ge body of troops^ followed by a fecond, 
to march on his right to Burghotte/ he ordered 
his army to march that evening towards Hervor* 
den ; and at the fame time major-general Harden- 
bferg marched With four battalions of grenadifcrs^ 
arid a regimerw 6f horfe, to reinforce that poft» 
Count Schulemburg covered the left of the march 
with a battalion of grenadiers, a regiment of horfe, 
v^nd the light troops of Bucklebufg. The whole 
army marched in two columns. The right, com* ' 
pofed of horfe, and followed by two battalions^ to * 
cover their pajSage through the inclofures and de- 
files, paffed by the right of Bielefeldt; and the left, 
confifting of infantry, marched by the left of the 
lame town, 

G a The ' 
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An; 1757.^ Xhe vangoard of the French army attacked the 
Slqr- rear-gu^rd of the allies^ commanded by major- 
miflies general Einfiedcl, very brifkly, and at firft put 
F**c?* them into fome cbnfufion j but they immediately 
rccpvered thcmfclvcs.* This wj^s in the beginning 
of the night. - At break of day the enemy's reih- 
forcements r(?turned to the charge, but were again 
repulfed ; nor could they once break through lieu- 
tenantr colonel Alfeikit*s Hanoverian guards, which 
cV^fed the aniiy!s march with a detachment of re- 
gular troops, and a new raifcd corps of hunters* 

The allies cncfimped at Ccrfeldt the fourtccnith, 
tod ftaid there the next day, when the enemy's 
detachments advanced to the gates of Hervorden, 
and made a feint as if they would aittack the town, 
after having fummoned it : but they retired with- 
out attempting any thing farther ; and, in the meaa 
' time, the troops, that were polled at Heryorden, 
and fwmed the rearguard, paffed the Wefer, on 
the fide of Remen, without any moleftation, ^nd 
encamped at Holtzuyfen. A body of troops which 
had been left at Bielefeld, to cover the duke's re- 
treat, after fome fkirmifhes with the French, re- 
joined the army in the environs of Herfort ; and a 
few days after his royal highnefs drew hear his 
bridges on the Wefer, and fent over his artillery, 
baggage, and ammunition. At the fame time 
The duke ibme detachments paffed the river on the right, 
of C^m- between Mindcn and Oldendorp, and marked but 

berland , , n ^ 1 , . 

paffes the ^ n<^w camp, advantageouuy fituated, havmg the 

wcfcr, Wefer in front, and the right tod left covered with 

, eminences and marflies. There the army Under 

his royal highnefs reaffembled •, and the French 

fixed their head- quarters at Bielefeld, which the 

Hano- 
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Hanoverians had quitted, leaving in it only part of An. 1757. 
a magazine, which had been lee on fire. 

By this time the French were in fuch want of 
forage, particulkrly hay, that M. d'Etrees himfelf, 
the princes of the blood, and all the officers, with- 
out exception, Were obliged to fend back part of 
their horfes, in order to fubfift thole that remained. 
However, on the tenth of June their whole army, 
confiding of feventy battalion^ and forty fqua* 
drons, with fifty- two pieces of cannon, befides a 
bod/ of cavalry left at Ruremonde for the convie- 
niency of forage, was put in motion j and, in fpitc 
of almofl: impaffable forefts, famine; and every 
other obftacle that could be thrown in their way 
by a vigilant and e^cperienced general, at length 
furmounted all difficulties, and advanced into a 
country abounding with plenty, and unufed to the 
ravages oPwar. 

It was imagined, that the paffage of the Wefer, 
which defends Hanover from foreign attacks, 
would have been vigoroufly oppofed by the army 
of the allies : but whether, in the prefent fituation 
of affairs, it was thought adviftrable to aft only 
upon the defenfive, and not to begin the attack in 
a country that was not concerned as a principal in 
the war; or whether the duke of Cumberland 
found himfelf too weaC to make head againfl the 
enemy, is a queflion we fhall not pretend tp deter- 
mine. However that may have been, the whole The 
French army pafTed the Wefer on the tenth and ^^ 
eleventh of July, without the lofs of a fingle man. him. « 
The manner of effedting this paflage is thus re- 
lated. ' , ^ 

' s 
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An. 1757. Marcchal d'Etrees, being informed that his ma- 
gazines of provifions were well fiirnifiicd, his 
ovens cftabliftied, and the artillery and pontoons 
arrived at the deftined places, ordered lieutenant- 
general Broglip, wkh ten battalions, twelve fqua- 
drons, and ten pieces of cannon, to march to Erig- 
hercn ; * lieutenant-general M. de Chevert, with 
iixteen battalions, three brigades of carabineers, 
the royal hunters, an4 fix hundred huffars, to 
march to Hervorden ; and lieutenant-general mar- 
quis d*Armenticres, with twelve battalions, and 
. ten fquadrons, to march to Ulrickhaufen. All theje 
troops being arrived in their camp on the fourth 
of July, halted the fifth. On the fixth, twenty- 
tjyo battalions, and thirty-two fquadrons, under the 
command of the duke of Orleans, who was now 
arrived at the army, marched to Ulrickhaufen 5 
from whence M. 4*Armenueres had fet out earl^ 
in t/ic rnorning, with the troops under his com- 
mand, and by brifk marclies got on the feventh^ 
. by eleven at night, to Blanckenhoveii, where he 
found the Ijpats which had gone from Ahrenfberg. 
'jThe bridgejs were built, the cannon planted, ancj 
the entrenchments at the head of the bridges com- 
pleted, in the night beiween the feventh and 
ciglith. The marechal, hiiving ftnt away part of 
jiis baggage froni Bielefeldt oni the fixth, went in 
perfon on the feventh at eleven o*^ock to Horni 
and on the eighth to Braket. On advice that M^ 
d'Armentie'res Had thrown his bridges acrofs, with* 
put Qppofition,' and was at work on his entrench- 
ments, he went On the' niiith tb'Bknkenhoven, to 
fee the bridges and intreiichments ; and afterwards 
a^v^ced to e^^mine the ijiril pofition he intended 
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f6r this army^ and qimc down the right, fide of the An. lysj- 
Wcfcr to the abbey of Corvey, where he forded 
the river, with the princes of the blood, and their 
attendants. On the tenth, in the morning he gpt, 
on horftbackv by four o'clock, to fee the duke of, 
Oirleans's divifion file off, which arrived at Corvey 
at ten o'clock; 2^ s^a that of M. d'Armentiercs, 
which arrived at ckven; and that of M. Souvre, 
which arrived at noon. The marechal, having 
examined the Courfe of the river, caufed the bridges 
of pontoons to be laid within gunihot of the ab- 
bey, where the vifcovint de Turenne pafled that 
river in the year one thoufand fix hundred and fe- 
venty-three, and where the divifions under Brog- 
lio and Chevcrt now paffed it on the twelfth and 
thirteenth. Thefe two generals,, being informed 
of what was to be done upon the Upper Wefer, The 
attacked Minden, and carried it ; whilft a detach- •^"^!}. 
mentof the French entered the country of Eaft-. deiTan'r 
Friefland, under the command, of the marquis Embdcn; 
d'Auvel; and, after taking poflTefllon of Lier, 
marched on the right of theEems toEmbden, the 
only fea-port the king g( Pruflia had, which at firft 
feemed determined to make a defence j but the in- 
habitants were n^ot agreed upon the methods tO' 
be taken for that purpofe. They therefore met to 
dtliberate ; but in the mean time, their gates be- 
ing (hut, M. d'Auvel caufed fome cannon to be 
brought to beat them down: and the gamfon, 
compofed of fovir hundred Pruffians, not being 
ftrong enough to defend the town, the foldiers mu- 
tinied againft their officers •, whereupon a capicu- 
latioQ was agreed on, and the gates were opened 
10 the French commander, who made his troops 
. G 4 enter 


104 

An. 1757' 


and lay 
the elec- 
torate of 
Hanover 
under 
contribu- 
tion. 


Tlie ac- 
tion of 

rlaftefi* 

beck. 


H I S T d R y Of r E N G L AND. 

enter with a great deal of order,' aflured the mi-* 
giftrates that care ftiould be taken to make tnfttf 
obfervc a good difctpline ; and pubTifhedtwo ordi- 
nances, one for the fecurity (^ the religion and 
commerce of the city, and the other for prohibiting 
the exportation of corn and forage out of that 
pri^icipality. The inhabitants were, however, obliged 
to take an oath of allegiance to the French king. 

On Sunday the twenty fourth of July, the French, 
after having laid a par t of the eledtorate of Hano- 
ver under contribution, marched in three columns, 
with their artillery, tdwards the village of Latford ; 
when major-gerteral Furfteriberg, who commanded 
the out-ports in the village, fent ^n officer to in- 
form the duke of Cumberland of it : upon which 
his royal highnefs immedi^ately reirtforced thofe 
polls with a body of troops, under the command 
of lieutenant-general Sporcken ; but finding it im* 
poffible to fupport the village,' as it was commanded 
by the heights oppofite to it, which wrire poffeflTed 
by the enemy, and being fenfible that it would bef 
always in his power to retake it, from its fituationt 
in a bottom between two hills, he withdrew his poft 
from Latford. The French then made two attacks, 
one at the point of the wood, arid the other higher up 
in the fame wood, oppofite to the grenadiers com- 
manded by major-general Hardenberg ; but they 
failed in both : and though the fire of their artil- 
lery was vefy fmart, they were obliged to retire. 
The French army encamping'on' the heights oppo* 
, flte to the duke of Cumberland's pbfts, together 
y^ith the accounts he had received, that M. d*E- 
trees had aflembled all his troops, and had with him 
a very confiderabte traifi of artillery,' left his royal 

^ * highnefe 
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highncfs no room to doubt of hi$ intending to at- Aa. 1757, 
lack him. He therefore refolved to change his 
fltuation for a more advantageous one, by drawing 
up his >army on the eminence between the Wcfer 
and the woods, leaving the Hamckn river on his 
right, the village of Haftenbeck in hi§ front, and 
his left clofc to the wood, at the, point of which 
his royal highncfs had a battery of twelve poun- 
ders and haubitzers. There was a hollow way 
from the left of the village to the battery, and a 
continual morafs on the other fide of Haftenbeck 
to his right. Major-general Schulenberg, with the 
hunters, and two battalions of grenadiers, wias 
pofted in the comer of the wood upon the left of 
the battery, and his royal highnefs ordcced^the vil* 
lage of Haftenbeck to be cleared to his front, to 
prevent its being in the power of the enemy to keep 
poileffion of it, and the ways by which the allies 
had a communication with that village during their 
encampment to be rendered impaflable. In the 
evening his royal highnefs withdrew all his out- 
pofts ; and in this pofition the army lay upon their 
arms all night. ■' 

, On the twenty-fifth in the; morning the French 
army marched forwards in columns, and began to* 
cannonade the allies very fcvercly, which they con* 
tinued the whole day, marching and counter* 
rharchirig continually, and feeming to intend three' 
attacks, on the right, the left, and the center. In 
the evening their artillery appeared much fuperioi* 
to that of the allies; The army was again ordered 
to lie aU night on their arms ; and his royal high- 
nefs caufed a battery at the end of the wood to 
be repaired) count Schuknberg to be rdnforcect 
'2 Vith 
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w}|h a battalion of grenadiers, and two field-pieces' 
pf cannon, and that battery to be alfo fupportecj 
by four more battalions of grenadiers, under the 
tXymmknd of major-general Hardenberg. His 
ray^l highnefs alfo caufed a battery to be erefted of 
twelve and fix pounders, behind the village of Haf- 
tfnbock, and took all the precautions he could 
ihinli of to give the enemy a warm reception. As 
ibon as it was day-light he mounted on horfeback, 
. tp reconnoitre the pofition of the enemy, whom he 
found in tlie f^me fituatioxi as the day before. At 
.f little after five a very fmart cannonading began 
^IBIVnft the batt|?ry behind the village, which was 
ftipport«d by ^c Hefiian infantry and cavalry, who 
&OQd a moft fevere fire with furprifing fteadineft 
4nd refolution. Between feven and eight the firing 
of fmall arms began on the left of the allies, when, 
his royal htghnef^ ordered major-general Behr» 
with three battalions of Brunfwick, to fuftain the 
grenadiers in the wood, if their afilftance(hould be 
vanted. The cannonading continued above fix 
hff^nj during which, the troops that were expofed 
ta it never once abated of their firmnefs. 

The fir^ of the fmall arms on the left increafed, 
and thcFrench fcemed to gain ground -, whereupon 
his royal highneft detached the colonels Darkeit- 
haufen afjd Br^denbach with three Hanoverian bat- 
taKons and fix fquadrons round the wood by Af- 
Icrdc, who, towards the clofe of the day, drove fe-*^ 
veral fquadrons of the eniemy back to their army, 
without giving them any opportunity to charge. 
At length the grenadiers in the wood, apprehcn- 
^v^of being furrounded, from the jgreat numbers 
ff the CQi^my thi^t appeared there, and were march- 
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ihg round on. that fide, though they repulfcd every An. i7Sf • 
thing th^t appeared in their front, thought it ad-? 
vifeable to retire nearer the left of the army, which 
gave the enemy an opportunely of pofleffing them- 
jfelves of that battery without oppofition. Here 
the hereditary prince of Brunfwick diftinguilhed 
himfelf at the head of a battalion of WolfenbutrlcT 
guards,- and another of Hanoverians, who attacked ^ 
and repulfed, with their bayonets, aTuperior force 
of the enemy, and retook the battery. But the 

French being in poffcffion of an eminente, which 
commanded and flanked both the lines of the in- 
fantry and the battery of the allies, and where they 
yrtxt able to fupport their attack under the cover- 
of a hill, his royal highnefs confidering the fuperior 
numbers of the enemy, rjear dduble xo his, and the 
impoffib^lity of diflodging them from their poft, 
without cxpofing his own troops too much, order- 
ed a retreat/, in confequence of which his army re- Th^ alUet 
tired, firrt to Hamelen, where he left a garrifon^ retreat. . 
then to Nteijburg, and afterwards to Hoya ; in the 
Deighbourhood of which town, after fending away: 
3.11 the magazines, fick, a!nd wounded, he incanip'^ 
cdj in order to cover Bremen and Verden, and to 
preferve a communication with Stade, to which 
place the airchives, and mod valuable cfieils of 

Hanover had been removed. 

In this engagement, colonel Bredenbach attack- 
ed four brigades very ftrongly pofted, with a bat- 
tery of fourteen pieces of caripon, repulfed, aiid drove 
them down ^ precipice, and took all their artillery 
gnd ammuriition : but pxeferring the care qf \i\'% 
Wound^4 to Ih^ carrying away of the cahnon, he 

^ brought 
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A«»^»757- broughtofF only fix, nailing up and deftroying^the 
reft. The \6k of the allies, in the whole of thefe 
Ikirmilhes, which lafted three days, was three hun- 
dred and twenty-feven men killed, nine hundred 
and feven wounded, and two hundred and twenty 
miffing, or taken prifoners ; whilft that of the 
French, according to their own accounts, amounted 
to fifteen hundred men. ' 

The French, being left mafters of the field, 
foon reduced Hameien, which was far from be- 
p * . ing well fortified, obliged the garrifon to capitu-. 
uke Ha- Istte, and took but of the town fixty brafs cannon, 
»clen. feveral mortars, forty ovens, part of the equipage 
of the duke's army, and large quantities of provi- 
fibns and ammunition, which they found in it, to- 
gctherwith a great many fick and wounded, who, 
i>ot being included in the capitulatioh,. were made 
prifoners of war^ 
The duke Whether the court of France had any reafon ta 
dc Richc- jBndfault with the condutT: of themarecbald'Etrees, 
f^s'ma-" ^^ whether its monarch was blindly guided by the 
rechal ci^unfels of his favourite madame de Pompadour, 
ta^^ who, defirous to teftify her gratitude to the maii 
command that had been one of the chief inftruments of her 
Sf *® , high promotion, was glad of an opportunity to re- 
^y^ XXitvc hi§ (battered fortunes, and, at the fame time, 
to add to her own already immenfe treafures, we 
fhall not-pretend to deterniine ; though the event 
fee|n$ plainly to fpeak the laft, and even at the 
time no comparifon was made between the military 
ikill of the marechal d*Etrees, and that of the duke 
de Richelieu ; but however that may have been, 
this laft, who, if he had not (hone in the chara&er * 
cf a foldier, expelled all, or at )eaft moft of his co« 

temporaries 
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temporaries in the more refined arts of a courtier, Aa* 1757. 
was, juft before the battle we have been fpeaking 
of, appointed to fuperfede the former in ,the com- 
mand of the French army in Lower Saxdny , where 
he arrived on the fixth of Augiift, with the title <rf 
marechal of France ; and M. d*Etrees, in confer 
quence thereof, fet out for Aix-krChapcllc four 
day$ after. 

Immediately after the Battle of Haftcnbeck, the q^ 
French fent a detachment of four thouiand men to Fretich 
take pofleffion of the eleaorate of Hanover, and Jffio^ 
lay it under contribution, which they did without Hanover, 
the leaffi oppofition •, and alfo of the tertitorics of 
the duk'e of Wolfenbuttle, as well as of many 
places in the dutchies of Bremen and Verden : -and 
two days after the arrival of this new commander, 
the duke de Chevrenfe was detached with twa 
thoufand men to take pofleffion of Hanover itfelfi 
with the title of governor of that tity. He ac- 
cordingly marched thither ; and upon his arrival / 
there, the Hanovlerian garrifoii was immediately 
difarmed, and left at liberty to retire where they 
plcafcd. 

. About the fame time M. de Contades, with a de- ^^ ^ 
tachment from the French army, was fent to make Hcffe- 
himfelf maftcr of the 'territories of Hefle-Caffcl, ^^"^^ 
which he did withotit oppofition; for he was 
met at Warberg by that prince's mailer of the 
horfe, who declared, that they were ready to fur- 
nifli the French army with all the fuccours 'the 
country could afford > and accordingly the magif- 
trates of Caflel prefenied him with the keys as (gon 
as he entered their city. Gottingen was ordered 
by M, d'Armentiere^, to get ready for him within 
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a limited time, upon pain of military exception^ 
^our thoufand pounds of v*hite bread, two tnou- 
fand btilhck of oats, which was more than could 
be found in the whole country, an hundred loads 
of hay, and other provifions. 

The duke of Cumberland remained encamped 
in the neighbourhood of Hoya till the twenty- 
fourth of Anguft, when, upon advice that the enemy ' 
had laid two bridjgcs over the Allcr in the nighi; 
and had paflTtd that river with a large body of 
troops, he ordered his army to mareh^ to fecure 
the important poft and paffagi? of Rothenbufg, 
left they (hoyld attempt to march round on his left y ^ 
and .. his royal highnefs emramped that night 
at Haufen, /having detached lieutenant-general 
Oberg, with eight battalions and fix fquadrohs^ 
to Otterfbcrg, to which place he marched the next 
day, and encamped behind the Wumnier, in a very 
ftrong fitpation, between Ottcrfberg and Rothen- 
burg4 The French took poffeffion of Verden on 
, the twenty- fixth of Auguft, and on6 of their de* 
tachmcnts went on the twenty-ninth to Bremen, 
where the gates were immediately opened to them^ 
The duke of Cumberiand, now clofely preffedon 
all fides, and in danger of having his communica-- 
. tion. with Stade cut off*, which the enemy was en- 
deavouring to cfFed, by feizing upon all the pofts 
round him, found it neceflary to decamp again j to 
abandon Rothenburg, of which the French imme- 
diately took poffeffion i to retreat to Selfmgen^ 
where his ^Ijead-quarters were on the firft of Sep- 
tember ; and from thence, on the third of the fame 
month, to retire under the cannon of Stade. Here 
it was ima^ncd that his army would have beea 

able 
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able to m^iatain their ground between t\ie Aller Aii.i7s^# 
and the Elbe, till the feverity of 'the feafort fh^uM , 
put an end to the campaign. Accordingly his 
royal highnefs, upon his taking thi$ polition, ferit 
a detachment of his forces to Buck-^chantz, With 
fome ardUeiy, and orders to defend that place to the 
utmoft : buc as it could not poffibly have held out 
many days^ and as the Fren(;h, who now hemmed 
him in on all fides, by making thcmielves mafters 
of a little fort at the mouth of the river Zwinga^ \ 

. would have cut off his communication with the 
Elbe, fo that four Englifh men of war then in that 
river could have been of no fcrvicc to him 5 he was ^ 
forced to accept of a mediation offered by the king 
of Denmark, by his minifterthe count de Lynar, 
and cofign the famous convention of Cloftcr-Se- ufbrctd 
vcnf, by which thirty-eight thoufand Hanovcri- tofignthc 

conven* 
■ ^ donof • 

• t This remarkable capita- . Lyntn His royal highneis the ^^ ^"^ 

lation, . which we fhall give dike of Cumberland* general ^^^'^ 

here at full length* on account of the army of the aUies* on 

of the difputes that arofe (hort- the one part, and hit excellea* 

J)^ after, concerning what the cythemarechaldufcedeRichC'-- 

French calledvan infraflion of lieu, general of the' king of 

it, was to die following ef- Frances forces in Germany^ 

fe6i ; , on the other* have, in confi* 

'' His ma>efty the king of deration of the intervention of 

DenQiark, touched with the his Dani/h oaajefty, refpe^ive- 

diftrefTes of the countries of ly engaged tludr word of ho- 

Bremen and Verden* to which DOur to the count de Lynar, to 

he has always granted his fpe- abide by the convention here- 

cial protedion; and being de- after ftipulated ; and he, the 

firous, by preventing thole comntde Lynar, correipondent* 

countries from being any long* ly to the magnaniinity of the 

er the theatre of war, to fpare fcine hit maker's intenciona^ 

aI^Q the efBifion of blood in obliges himfelf to procure the 

the armies which are ready to guaranty mentioned in the piar- ! 

difpate the poiTeffion thereof, font convention; Co that it { 

bath employed his mediation ihall be (est to him, with his | 

by the minify of the count de , full powers^: which there waa j 
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-^•»757* atts laid down thdr arms, and were diipcrfcd into 
different quarters pf cantonment. 

• The 


no time to make oat, in the 
circumlbinces which huitied 
hh departure. 

Article L Hoftilities iball 
ceafe on both fides within 
twenty-foar howr^ or fix>ner» 
if pofiibje. Orders for this 
purpofe ihall be immediately 
icnt to the detached corps. 
' IT, The auxiliary troojps of 
the army of the duke of Cum- 
berland, namely, ihofeofHcfle, 
JBrunfWidk, Sax(e^Gotha» and 
even thofe pf the count ^e la 
Lippe-Buckbourg, (hall he Tent 
•^home: and as it is neccfiary to 
fettle particularly their march 
to theu refpe^ive countries a 
general- officer of each nation 
-ihsll be fent from the army of 

-the allies, umi ¥4iom-#Hi}l be- 
iettled the route of thefe troops, 
the divifions they (hall march 
in, their fubfiftence on itheir 
inarch; and the paiTports to be 
granted them by his excellen- 
cy the duke de Richelieu to go 
to their own countries, where 
they (hall bepl?vced and diftri- 

: bated' as fhail be agreed qpon 
between. the coutt of France 
mad their reipe^ve fbvereigns. 
HI. His royal hi^hnefs ^he 
duke of Cpomberland obliges 
himic^f to pafS'the Elbe^ with 
inch part of his army as he 
fiiall not be s^ble to place in 
the city' of Stade : That the 

^part of his forces which ihall 
enter into garrifon in the faid 

• city, and which it is fuppoied 
may amount ,to between four 

■and fix tlioufand men, fiiall re- 


main there under the guaranty 
of his majefly the king of Den- 
Burk» without oosunming any 
«d of hoflilityi npr, on the 
other hand, ihall' they be ex- 
poTed to any fvcttft 'the FreiitSh 
troop. In coofe^n^e there- 
of, ^ cpmmiiTaries, named on 
each fide, iha!! dgi^e open the* 
limits to be*fixed round th^it 
place, for the conyc;niency pf 
the garrifon ; which limits inail 
not extend beyondhalf a league 
or. a league from, the place, ac- 
cording to the nature of the 
• ground or eireumaances . which 
ihall be fairly ietfled by t^e 
commiiTaries. The red of the 
Hanoverian army fhall go and 
take quarters in the country 
' beyond theElbe ^ and, co ftm- 
.liute the marchof thofe troops, 
his excellency the duke de 
Richelieu ihall concert with a 
general-officer, fent from the 
Hanoverian army, the route 
they ihall take ; obliging him- 
iclf to give the neoenary paff* 
ports and iecurity for the free 
pailage of them and their bag- 
gage to the places of their ddf- 
^tination; his royal highneis 
the dake of Cumberland re- 
ferving to himfelf the liberty of 
negotiating, between the two 
courts fbranextentionofthofe 
quarter*. As to the French 
troops, they ihall remah in the 
reft of the dntchies of Bremen 
and Verden, til) the deiinitive 
reconciliation of the two fove- 
rcigns. 
IV. As the aforefaid arti^s 
' arc 
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'I'he Hanoverians beiiig iioHir quite fubdued, 
Sind the whole force of the French let loofe againft- 

the 


rikabi 


are to be executed a9 foon sa pof- 
fibJe,.tlie Harioveriaii army, and 
me corps • \^^ich arc detacifed ' ^ 
from ivpartic'alarly. that which 
, is at Buck-Schantz, and the, 
Neighbourhood, fliall retire un- 
dcr Sisde. in theipace 6f eight 
and forty hours. The French 
army Ihdll hot pafs the river 
Oft^i in the dotdiy of Bremen, 
till the limits be' regulated. It 
ihall, befides, keep all the pofts 
tod countries of which it is in 
pofTeflion ; and, -not to retard 
the regulation of the limits be- 
tween die armies, commi/Taries 
ihall: be nominated and fent on 
tip tenth inilantto Bremen rV* 
worden, by his royal highneis 
the duke of Cuttiberland, and 
hii excellenjcy the: mared^ 
3uke. de Ricilieu, to 4;egalate, * 
a^ well thie limits to be affigried 
to* the^jfericlTarmyras Siofe 
that are to be obferved by the 
garrifon^at Stade, acc6rding to 
Art. «L 

- ' V. A!l'the aforefaid. articles 
ihall be. faithfully executed ac- 
tording to their form and te- 
Imr, and uuddr the faith of his 
majefty the king of Denmark's" 
rn^ranty, ^hith the count de 
liynar, his 'minifler, engages to 
procure. ' 

• ,I>oheatthe.campatCloller- 
ScvenV'Sept. 8, 1757, 

■ ;;;, .Signed WILLIAM. 


' SEPARATE; ARTiCLES. 

Upon the reprefcntations 
maxie" byxth4 count de Lynar, 
Wth a view to explain feme 
Nunib. 13. 


difpofitions made by t^a pre- 
fent. convention, the following' 
ahides have beeft added \ ^^ 
I. ; It is the intention pf «l^% 
excellency the marechal duk<{ 
de Richelieu, that the allied' 
troops of. his royai' highaffs 
the r duke of Cumhcriana&All 
be. Tent back to their refpedU^ 
couiitrife^, according -'to -th^ 
form m'entioiied m' th«^ fecoQcl 
article ; and that ks-to thieir fe- 
'parafion and diftributfonlnthe" 
• cpiioteyf ■ itr fliall be.regntatei 
between; the courts^ thpfetroopa 
not being confidered. as "priio- 

tcr^tf[vii^x « 

' II..It.havin|; been'repre^ 
fentcd; that the country of Lu- 
tienberg cannot accommodati 
nip;« than fifteen battalions 
and ii,x;fquadrons, and tha^t the 
city of Stade cannot abfolutely 
"COfilain thegarrifon of fixtliou- 
fand inen allotted to if , his ex- 
ecHency the marechal duke dc{ 
Richelieu, being preiTed by M. 
de Lynar, who fupported dii^ 
reprefentatioh by the guaranty 
of his Danifh : majeily, giyes 
hfs conferit; and his royal 
higfeiefi thf duke of Cumber- 
land engages," to caufe fifteen 
battalions and fix fquadrons to 
pafs the Elbe; and the whole 
body of hunters, and ♦ the re- 
maining ten battalions^ and 
twenty-eight fquadrons, (hall 
be plated in the town of Stade, 
and tlie places nearefi to it that' 
are within the line, which (hall 
be mark'ed by. polls from the" 
Atouth of theLichein the Elbe/ 
to the moutliof theElmerbeck 
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the king of Pr\|ffia by this treaty^ rowechal Richtf' 
lieu immedifttely ordered Heutcnaht-gcneral Ber- 
chini to niar<;h wkh all poflible expedition, with 
the troops under his command j to join the prince 
of Soubiffe ; the gens-d%rms, and other troops that 
D^re in the landgraviate of Hcffe-Caflfcl, received 
dife &me oilier •, and fixty battalions of foot, and 
the greateft part of tHc fiorfc belonging to the 
Ffchch irqiy, were direfted to attack the Pruffiaft 
tertitcMfies. Marcchal Richelieu hinifclf arrived at 
Brunfwick on the fifteenth of September; and 
liaving, in a few days after, aiTembled an hvindred 
and ten battalions, and an hundred and fifty fqua* 
^rom, with an hundred pieces of cannon, neai^ 
Wotfenbuttlc, he entered thekingof Pruffia's domi- 
nioifs with his army on the twcnty-fcventh, twemy- 
etghth, and twenty-tainth of the fame nK)nth, m 
three columns, which penetrated into Halberftadt 
and Bnmdenburg, plundering the towns, exacting 
contributions, and committing many horrid cnor- 


in the river Ofte: provided 
always^ that the ikia ten bat- 
talions and twenty-eight {qua- 
drotts fliall be quartered there 
ds d&ey are at .the time of fign- 
ihg this convention^ and ihall 
Hot be i*ecruited imder any pre- 
textyoraueraentedin any cafe; 
and this cTattfe is particolarly 
|;u8rantied by the coont de Ly- 
nar in the name, of his Damik 
majefty. . 

in. Upon the reprefenta- 
don of his royal humeis die 
doke of Cumberland, that the 
army and the detached corps 
cannot both retire under Stade 
in eight and forty hours, ag^- 
. able to the conyehtion, his eiiai 


ceHenc^ the marechal duke de 
Richelieu hath fignified, ^that 
he will grant them proper time, 
provided the corps encamped 
at Back-SchantZy a» well aa 
the army encamped at Bremer- 
worden, begin their march ta 
retire in four and twenty houra 
after figning the convention* 
The time neceffiiry for other 
arrangements, and theexecu*- 
tipn G^ the articles concerning 
the reipefiive limits, ihall be 
fetdcd oetween fieutenant-ge^ 
^neral'Sporcke, and the marquia 
de Villemar» bik lieutenant*' 
gdiend of the king's anny^ 

.PoBe» Sec 
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ffiiti^s^ \Nrhich their gencrdl connived at. Iii tl^f An. 17s/* 
mean tinie.thediikc of Cumberland re tiu'ned to Eng^ 
landy nirhiere he arrived on the eleventh of Oftobef ^ 
and ihortiy afcdrreiigned dl his military conimands. 

Had thfc aUied ahny, after the battle of Haftcrt* ^^^^V 
beck, marched dirtdly to the Leihfc, ai it inigiit j^fccm- 
ndiljr have done, and theii taken poft oh thfc other duapf 
fide of WolfciiButtle; Halberfbidt, and Magdc. jj^™ 
burgh, k might have ilratted fectireiy tlitder the 
tannoh of the latter t^lace for the jtthdioii of the 
Pniffislh forces ; iiiftead of vrhicK, it moft ihjudt- 
cioufly turned ofir to the I^owetWefer, retiring 
focceffivelir from Hamekn to Nienbeig, Verdktv 
Rothfenburgh^ Buxtchudc, and laftif to Sttdti 
iihttti fir '^^t bf f<ibifteiice and ctttow-rotffi. 
At itdopi irerfe alt made prifoner&of wjaf at large; 
[ They made a niai^ of aii Hilmdred iUxi fifty milea 
to get tbemfelve^ fioo^ up in a noolc, inittkd c£ 
uking the othitr routt^ which was only about to 
hundred miles^ ahd would have led them to a place 
of fafetf : ahd| by thii unaccovntabfe €0ndu(9;, th^ C^onfl^ 
king of Proflia waa not only cfeprlved of the affift^ 5? X? 
of rietr forty thoii&nd good troops, which, iri mifcoii* 
l^the doie cf the campaign, might havfc put him ^"^* 
tipon an fcquality widi the French and the army of 
theEmf^irei but alia eijided tol, and aAually i^ 
ir«ie!d by hifl numerdiis eneihieacM all fidtis, infe^ 
iQcK that hia fituation bKame nc^W tnore danger-^ 
thiH ever 1 ind the fate which feemed to havlf 
threatened ihe £m|iitfB i lew montht before, thto^ ' 
^ means^ was, tti all appearance^ turned againft 
If: his hiin wiu prodided, nol* co^id Human 
lice forefee how he might be extrlcsKd from 
QOfhpficated diftrefi 1 lot, btfides th«^ ijjvalion 
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,^*>7S7* of his territories by the French. under the duke d^ 
Richelieu, the Ruffians, who bad made for a long 
time a dilatory march, and feemed uncertain of 
their own refolutions, all at once hafiened thek 
motion; and entered Ducal Pruffia undei* marechal 
Apraxin and genera] iFernnory marking their pro* 
grefs by every inhumanity that unbridled cruelty* 
luft, .and rapine, can be iinaglned capable of com- 
mitting; A large body of Auftrians entered Sile* 
fia^ and penetrated as &r as Breflau : then^ turning 
back, they laid iiege to^ the important fortrels of 
Schweidhitz, the key of Silefia. * Another body 
wintered Lufatia, another quarter of the Pniffian ter^ 
litorirs^ and made themfelves .niafl<er^ of' .Zittair. 
Twenty-two thoufand Swedies pierced into Brufiian 
Pomef^nias^ took the towns of Anchun and Deni* 
min^ and laid the. whole country under contribu* 
-ttori. The army of theEmpire^ reinforced by that 
'of prince Soubife^ after many delays, wasat.lafton 
full march to enter Saxony ; and this left the Auf- 
trians at liberty to turn the greateft part: of their 
forces t6 the reduftion of Silefia.- AniAuftrian 
general, piercing through Lufatia, pdffled'by the 
Pruffian irmies, and fuddeoly prefenttftg hihfifelf | 
before the gates of Berlin, laid- the whole country] 
finder contribution •, arid though heretbed on the 
approach of a body of Pruffians, yet he- ftitl feund 
means to interrupt the connntinication of thefe laft 
^ith Silefia. The Pruffians, it i^trufe,- "exerted 
themfelves bf&vely on all fides, and tKcir- enemies 
■fled before them; but whilft' One body' was pur- j 
foing,' ^rtother 'gained upon-thcfm in fome otherj 
pare. T»he-\vin!er approached, their flrength deJ 
CHyedi artd thek- actverlariesT multiplied daUy. Theiij 
-^ kinffj 


king, harraffed; and almoft Ipent with incdrant£si- A»*i75> 
tiguc.both of body and of mind, was excluded from 
the Empire. The greateft part, of his dominions 
were >either taken from him, * or laid under concii* 
butiofi, and ' pofleffed' by his enemies j who col- . 
leaked the public revenues, fattened on the contri- 
butions, and with the riches which they drew from 
the ele&orate of Hanover^ and other conquefts, 
defrayed the cxpenccs of the .war : and, by this 
convention of Clofter-fev/en, he was deprived of his 
allies, and' left without any affiftance whatever, ex- 
cepting what the Britifli parliament might think 
fit to- give hini. How Viifferent is this pi&urc 
from that which the. king of Pruflia might have 
ikttchcd out the day he took arms to enter JSaxony I 
' But, in order to form a clear idea of thefe eveorts^ 
of the -fituatidn of his Pruffian majefty , and of »thc 
fteps he took to dtefeat the defigns of his antago^ 
niils, a:nd extricate himfelf from his great and nu- 
merous diftreffes, it will be. propi^r now to take a 
view of the fcveral tranfaftions of his enemies, as 
well during his ftay in Bohemia* as from the time 
of his leaving it, dowii to that which ^c are ndtw 
jpeakiAg of- 

Whilft the king of PrulDa was in Bohemia, the ThcRuf- 
cmprefs of Ruffia ordered notice to be given to all ^^ ^^^^ 
mafters of fliipsj That if aiiy of them werefound block up 
affifting the FruflTians, by the tranfportatiofi of thcPruf- 
troops, artillery, and ammunition, they (houki be il^^J^ 
condemned as legal pqzes: and her fleet, cpnfiib- Baltic* 
ing of fifteen meii of war and frigates, with two 
bomb-kctclies, lyas fent to block up the Prufljan 
ports in the Baltic, where it took fcveral flbips of 
that nation, which were eipployed iii carrying prdr 
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Af^' f 7S^ yifions 4n4 merchjindlze from ope ftorc to ahotheft 

Pne of xhtU: men of war appearing be^f Meirtel^ 

a to^n of Poland^ but fubjeft to Pruf&a, the <;om^ 

fhandant lent an oSiQtr to the captmii, to kno^r 

whether he qune as a friend or an enemy ; tA 

vhich th(s Ruffian captain replied, Thi^t notwith« 

^aodmg die difpolitions of tb^ empi^sfs of bodi the 

Ruffias werp fufficient)^ known^ yet he would far* 

ther explain them, by defilarhig^ (hat his orders^ 

fuid thoie of the other Ruffian commanders, were^ 

an conformity to tke laws of war, to fqze on all thf 

^ruffian veffels they met with on the{r cruize. 

iJpoh which the com|nandant of Memel |mme» 

^tiiately gave orders fqr pdnting the cannon, to fire 

ttpon al^ lluiiian Ihips thatihoiild approach -that 

place. 

qphcRttf- The land-forces of the Ruffians had npw lin* 

^^J^^ glpred on their march upwards of fix month$ ; and 

Apraxin* ^ was prttty generally doubted, by thofe who were 

guickeof i^ppQi(»(} to hxH Aic beft intelligence, whether 

^nTtn fhey ever were deigned really to pafs into the 

pr<kr (Q Pruffian tfiritomfi, nqt only on accpunt of theie 

]g^- ' long ftay on the bcMrders of Lithuaniaj^ but alfo be^ 

t^Srt* ^^^1^^ feveral of their Coffi|cl^ had been feveitely pq- 

niflied for plundering the waggons of fqme Pru(^ 

fian peafants upon the frontiers of Courl^d, * and 

the damagp of the p^fants compensated with moz 

aey, though general Apraiqn^s army w^s at the 

fame tifnc greatly 4iA^flred by the want'qf prpvf* 

&ins( «hen, qii a fudden, they qiikk^ned their 

^tions, fnd ihewe^l ^hey yf^rp ih earheft defer- 

Iftined to accomplifli the ruin of Pruffia. Their 

#rft aA of hoftility wai the attack of Memrf, which 

i^rfeQdcr^d s and t^y ilie frti^les of capitulation it 
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was agreed, liiac liie garrUbn fkovid ciaroh out Ad. 1757* 
prith all tte hanoui^ «f war, after lairing engaged *1^*L 
not xp ferve ag^deft the EmpfeT^, pr anjr of her ^- Se Ri2 
lies, for the Ipaoe of one year.r fians« 

His PruiTmh majefty, juiMif fcMjefeeing the greac 
jmormicies that were to be es^dted ifrom theie fa-^ 
Vage enemies, who were unaccuftome4 to m$ks 
war, except \ipon nations as barbarous as theni- 
^Ives, who looked upon war only as an opportu- 
liky for plunder, and every country through whicii 
•^y happened to march as their's by right of con* 
^ Ijueft -y caufed the following declaration to be pub* 
iiihed, wiuch is fo full of femiments becoming a 
jgreat prince, that the r^^er will not be difpleafe4 
jto fee it her^ aj length, 

^^ Jt is fuiHciently known, that the kii|g of Prui^ Dedarai* 
fia, after the example of his gloripius predeceffi>rs, ^^^ff* 
jias, ever fince his acce(Son to the cro^m, laid it Pruffia on 
down as a maxin^ to fedc the friendihipof the im-- **"* ^'^^^ 
perial court of Ruflia, and cultivate it by every ^* 
method |ii$ Pruflian majefty hath had the lati£- 
fa&ion to live, for feveral fucce/Cve years, in the 

ftri6teft/h;w'mony with the reigning Emprefs; and, 
^is happy union would be ftill fubiiiling, if evtlr 
4riinded potentates had npt b^oke it by ^ir.fecrec 
machiinations, ^nd carried things to fuc.h^i hei^t, 
that the miniOiers on both fides have b^en recalkd^ 
and (he correfpondence broken off. 

^* However melancholy thefe drcumfianccs 
piij;!^ be for the kiQg, his majefty was neverthe* 
|eis moft attentive to prevent any thin^ that might 
increafe the alienation of the Ruffian court. I^ 
hath been particularly careful, djuring the difturb* 
Itqices of the war U»t now unhaj^ily rages, to avoid , 
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An. 1757* whatever might involve him in a difference with* 
that court, notwithftanding the great ^ievance% 
he hath to alledge againft it ; and (hat it was pub- 
licly known the court of Vienna had at.laft drawa 
that of Ru01a into its deftrgdive views, and made; 
it ferve as an inftrument for favouring the fcheme& 
of Auilria. 
I ♦* His majefty hath given the whole world in-? 

conteftable proofs, that he was under an ^ndifn 
penfable nece/fity of having recourfe to ; the mea-i 
furcs he hath taken againft the cpufts of Vienna 
and Saxony, who forced him, by their conduft, to 
take up arms for his defence, Yet, even fincc 
things have been brought to this extremity, the 
king hath offered to lay down his arms, if proper 
fecurities Ihould be granted to him. 

** His majefty hath not neglefted to expofe the 
artificer by which the imperial court of Ruffia hath 
been drawn into meafures fo oppofite to the Em-r 
prcft's fcntiments, a^d wJiich would excite the ut-^ 
moft indignation of that great 'princcfs, if the truth 
could be placed before her without di%uife. The 
King did more ; he fuggefted to her imperial ma- 
jefty fufficicnt means either to excufe her not 
taking any part in the prefent war, or to avoid, 
ypon the jufteft grounds, the execution of thofc 
engagements which the court of Vienna claimed 
by a manifcft abufe of obligations, which they em^ 
•ployed to palliate their unlawful views. 

^* It wholly depended wpon the cmprefs of 
Ruffia to ejctinguilb the flames of the war, with*- 
out uniheathing the fword, by purfuing the mea- 
sures fuggefted by the King. This condudt would 
:}^ve inynprtalized her reign thropgho^t all Eq- 
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TOpe. it would have gained h^r more laftiAg glo* A«**.*7i7f 
jy^ than .can M ^<}¥ii:cd by the greatcft. triumphal. 
*' Th^ Kiilg finds, with. regret, that all his jpre* 
cautions ^d care to maintain pe4ce with the Ruf- 
fian q:?ipire aife.fruitkfs, Md.that,t|ie iiatrigucs:af 
his epemies. h$ve prei^ailisd. .. HiS'jn^efty fees ail 
thjg confid^^Oons. irf frieridfbip fnd:,gQqd:«*igbr 
boufhood fet ifide.by the impdrial j^torfeo;p.Ruffi^jx 
as well as Ae jobfcrvance of jis engagemejfi^: wMb 
his maje%^Hflt. fees that: court naircWn v-"' '• 

troops through; the territories of ia foreign powcti , ;^ 
and contrary to the tenor of treaties, ih order t^. ' . i 
attack the King inhis. dotninions ; and thufe jtsjdng •' - 
part in a war^ in which- his enemies have involved ' 
ihc Rufliati empire. . :M .. :_ 

** In fuch ciirumftarices; thcjJQng hath no other 
part. tQ' take,. but to eiiiploy.the pqwer which God - 
hath.intrufteditd himj-.in defending .himielf, pro- 
tecting his^fubjefts, aqd repelling every ucyuft at- 
ta<;k, 

" His.majefly will never lofe fight, of , the rules 
which are obferved, even in th^ midft of yr^^y 
^mong civilii^ed nations* But if, contraVy to all 
jhope and expe6b,tion, thcfe rules A>ould be vio- 
^ted by the troops of RulBa, if they comn^il; in the 
king's territories diford^fs and exgeffes; dij^iowed 
by the laws vof arms, his majefty muft pot be' 
blamed if he makes reprifai$ inSiixonyj. ^nd if> 
inftead of that, good ord^r and rigorous difeiplifte 
which have hitherto been obferved by. his af my, 
avoiding all .forts of, vicdence, he finds himfejif 
forted, coftcrar y to his ;ipcMnation j to fufficr .the pror 
vinces mA fabjeds; of Saxony' t0 be.tre?oed in the 

fe^c npfla^ei-^? hid-omn ^mam^fh^ bf treated. 

. ' " ■ "As 
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^ h^P •" As 10 the fell, the kihg will ibon publifti t# 
. i^e whole woiid the fiitiUty of the reafons aOedge^ 
1^ tl^ imperial court of RuSia tojuftify its ag- 
gft^flioii t and a$ his majefty is ^ced upon makiB^ 
Ais dcffente, he has raom to hope, with confidence, 
^a^ the Imc! 0f hofts wiU blefs his righteous arms, 
that he will disappoint the unjuft enterprises of his 
^ enemies, atodgnmthim his powerfiil aliiliaiice, to 
ensible him t» m^e head againlt thetn.^ 
TfcjMy '- When the kin^pf Pruffia was put under di9 
^g^g^ ban of the empire, the ieveral prinoes who com* 
i5fc5widi pofe that bodf, were required, by the. decree ef 
^^^V* ihe Aulic council, as w« obferved before , to fur* 
Hifh their refpeftrve contingents agunfl: him; 
Thoie who feared ^ him looked upon this as a £uf 
Importunity of r^ucing him ^ and thofe who 
ftood in awe of the houfe of Auftria, were, thro^ 
neceffity, compelled to fupport that power which 
^ ' they dreaded. Sefides, they were accuftomed to 
the influence of a family, in which the empire had^ 
for a long time, been in a manner hetedicairy ; and 
ware alib indmklated by the appearance of a confe- 
deracy, the m<A formidable, perhaps, thit A^ 
world had ever fotn. ^ctj notwithftanding al| 
^s, the contingents, both of men and money^ 
were coU^ed flowly ; the troops were badly com- 
pofed} and many of thofe, not only of the Prol> 
fTmda. tcftwit prinpes, but alfo of the Catholics, &ewe4 
j^neft ^^ utmoft reiu&ance to aft agaihft lus Pruffiaii 
of flianf majdly, whldif indeed, none of them would have 
j^^^^ been aMe to do, had it not been for the ;^flUbnce 
ferve of the French tinder the pfince xtf* Soubife. The 
Mainft Eteftor-Palatine loft above a thoufand nien By de- 

^'^'^ ^9^90* Four thou^dof {he ^pops Mon|;ing to 
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the didc€ of Wktemberg^ being dcUvtred «tD the 4p< ^7Sff 
French cominiflary on the ttytnty-fourth of Jaii9> • 
were immediately reviewed; but the review was \ 
fcarcely finiihed^^ when they began to cry Akmd^ 
that they were fold. The next morning thirty cif 
them deierted at once, and were ibon followed by 
parties of twenty and thirty each, who forced theif 
ways through the detachments that guarded th^ 
gates of Stutgardj and in the evening the mutiny 
became general. They fired upon the officers in 
the barracks, and let their general l^iow, that if 
he did not immediately withdraw, they would Iboot^ 
him. Mean while fome of the officers having 
purfued the deferti*rs, brought back a part of them 
^rifoners, when thi reft of the foldiers declared, 
that if they were not immcdiaiaely releafe4, they 
would fet fire to the ftadthouie and barracks ; upon 
which the prifoners were fet ^ liberty late in the 
evening. The next morning the ibldiers aflem- 
bled, and having feized fome criF the officers, three 
or four hundred of them marched out of the town 
^t a time, with the mufic of the regiments playing 
before them*, and in this manner near thi^ce thou- 
fandof themv filed off, and the remainder were af- 
terwards difcharged.» 

The king of Pruffia, upon his leaving Bohemia, The Jbns 
trfter the Ixittle of Kolin, retired towards Saxony, of Pruffia 
^ we pbferved before ; and having fent his heavy S?Ld^* 
artillery and mortars up the Elbe toDrefden, fixed meri^i 
his camp on the banks of that river, at Leit^ 
TTiei^tZ) where his main army was ftrongly in- 
trenched, whilft ndarechal Keith, with the troops 
pnder his comnnand, encamped on the oppofit^ 
ihore } a irce ccpnmuaic^tipn being kept open b^ 

\ ' jjncaM 
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4?' *7S7' means erf" a bridge. At the fame time detachments 

were ordered to fecure the paffes into Saxony. 
TheAuf- As this pofition of the :king of PrufSa prc- 
trianstake vented the Auftrians.from being able to penetrate 
into Saxony by ;he w^y of the Elbe, they moved, 
by flow parches, into the circle of Buntzlau, and, 
at Jail, with. a detachment,.. co/nmandtd by the 
4;}uke d'Aremberg 4iBii M. Macguire, on thp eigh- 
teenth of Ju/ie, fcllfaddenly upon, and took the 
important ppft of Gabel, iituat^d between Boemifh- 
Leypa andZitcau, after aa pbftinate defence made 
by the Pruflian garrifon, under major-generaj Put- 
kammer, con&fting of four battalions, who were 
pbliged to fui^eftder prifoners of war. 
tTpofi The Auilriana having by this means gained a 

*^"''.^ march towards Lufatia, upon a. corps which. had 
towards been detached under the command of the prince 
Lufatia, of Pruffia, to watch their motions j his PruffiaA 
of Pru!^ majefty thought proper to leave Leitmeritz on 
decamps the twentieth in the morning, and lay that night 
nwrlte**^" at Lickowit:?,. a village pppofite to Leitmeritz, of 
and which a battalion of his troops ftiU kept poiTef^- 

^arches £qj,^ whilft the reft of his army remained en- 
camped in the plain before that place. The next 
morning, at break of day, priiice Henry decamped^ 
and made fo good a difpofition for his retreat, that 
he did not loie a fmgle man, though hie marched 
in fight of the whole body of A^ftrian irregulars. 
He paffcd the. bridge at Leitn>eritz, after withdraw- 
ing the battalion that was in the town, ^d having 
burnt the bridge, the whole army . united, and 
made a fmall movement towards the paffes of the 
mountains j» the king then lying at Sulowitz, near 
fhe .field whrrc the battle , oif Lowofchutz wa^ 
_; * . 5^ • ' , \ fought 
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fought on the firft of Odobcr of the preceding An. 1757* 
yean The heavy baggage was "fcnt on in the af« 
ternoon, with a proper efcorte ; aacLin the mortt- 
ing of the twenty-fecond the ^my marehcdin tw<^ 
columns, and encamped on tKe high' grounds at 
Lufechitz, a little beyond Lenlu, \ where^ . ii halted 
^he twenty third. * No .'attack, was fnade/upon the 
reart guard, tho*;grcat naambenof Au£kriaiT4iulIan» " 
and other . irreg\iiars, bad 'Sif^pear^d the' evcnmg be« , 

fore wklmi cannon (hot of the:Fjru{fian.c3Enp. .Oil 
ihe tidi/Qntydburth the army marched toNdlkiidor^ 
ok t^e . tnfVttrity £fth i( encamped ' near Gotta.', xA 
the twcn<^- fixrikJtiear Pirna, whcnc itiialted the next 
day-, R«dbiA thctmnty-eighthiit. crofftdthc river 
>eari tfaaf^|ilacef. afidrenijeised I^Ufati^ .where, by 
'the endi of qthc month, it ^jcampcdrat ;ftifltzctt. - 
i ^hc kfhg's army. m^e this. Teti«at-\vathaU.fl^ TheAof- 
'feccefs riiptr eould belwifhfaJ ^ bu t the. cptparvundei trians de- 
the ffrnic© of Pruifiar;hfd«.»o|; the fame! gopdrfof^ tau,^ 
tune r fan the Auftrian$,^/iimm(bdiately after their 
,takin^ Gatici,! fent ,a ^ftrollg» detachment againft 
3ititau,a.thidiiig town hi: the circle. of Upper^ax^ 

'Ony, wlfemithe Prujffiahr h^ large magazines^ and 
a' garrii^n.'^df^iix'battabQns,and, inhisXight, at- 
^tacked rtwith uncpnunQnt rage. ^ Baying^ nojfgard 
-to theu inhabitants as bflag fiieods or aHi^ but 
.dfeterdnned' pi reduce tl^e place before the ki^ng of 
PrtiflaardCOuldhave time, tb march to its relief^ they 
mo f6of*i!:ariive4' before. it,, than. they bombacdcd 
^and cafirMudie^' it^^itrh fuch fury, thatjnuiil pf the 
jgarrifoirS|dingihemfebre? ufta^bk to refift, piadc withman^ 
rtidm/t&3^^miiczrntd^ much as they couH circui«- 

of ith^ntl^zhSel, leaving only three or fourhundred of gr 
usxea;im gh&ftawn, under colojiel Dirickc^ to hold cruel* 
fc'JtL ;d it 


^tjij. it out as long as poffible ^ which he accorcfingiy 
did, till the whole place was almoft deftroyed. 
the canaoliadiiig beg^n on the twenty thhxl ti^ 
fiAfj ^ deren m the mordipg^ and iafted titt five 
. IB the eveftihgi In this fpace a£ time four diou^ 
f»d ballsi many of thexn rtd^hot, were fired mw 
this unfortunate cicy^ with fo little interfiiiffioii 
thatit wiBis fodd fetcinfire in fevend phees. Iii the 
ccmfiifion which the eooflagratioa prodMed^ thie 
Au^rians entered the towoi and the iidiKbitmta 
kku^^ined that thff> hid then nothing fttthtrt* 
tisar; and that thetr friends^ the Avftrinis; ifoMi 
iffift them in extioguilbing the fiaiHes, and favingf 
the pbte: but in this thdr txpcBMsom wete 
difappointed. . The Pandduxi and Sdaironiansi^ 
who ruihed in with the regubr troi^i, iHade ntf 
d£ftinAion between the Prufiians and tlie inhabit 
ttnts of Zitcau : inflead of helping to qoeach thif 
ftames) they began to plunder the waitshoafeif 
whith the fire had not reached I fi> that al the vai^ 
iuab)^ goods they comained, particularly Imen^ 
were either darried off or reduced to afhet^ Up 
.Wards of fix hundred houles, and ahnoK all tlM 
puUic buildaags, the cathedrals of St. John and 
St Jamcst the orphanrhoufe, eight parfbnage^ 
houTcs, eight fchools, the town-houfe, and everff 
thing xontained in it, the public Weigh-hottfe^ thef 
pii&ny the archives, and all the other doamn e n li 
• of the town-council, the plate, and oditr thingi 
of value, prefented to the cowd^ fiMl time » ' 
tioEie^ by emperors, kiiq;s, and dther fjf^i nM . 
noUemen, were entirely deftrayedt ^ itMH fhiiW 
four hundred cidzens were kitted itt diis iflfitoik. 
Of the whole town there Was left ftaadbg 00^ Q« 

hunMi 
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kindred and thirty ^ijgiht houfes* tiro churches » 

isouniin-fibrary, and the ftlc-iMfk* The queen of 

t^diand watt fo afieded by this melintholy accbimti 

that fte is fiud to have fainted a"^ iipon heaiiiig 

it. As this city belonged to theiif friend (he kiiig^ 

of Polaadi thf Aufti^iaAs thought proper to pulH 

liih air excuie for their cdn^u6i» s^criblng it en% 

tTrely to the mceflSity they were ufider» and the 

obftioate defence triads by the PruiBail g^nifoiu 

But what intouks <in attone for fach t»ai!bancy ? . 

The corps ^hitt Iht prince of Pnlflli^ which 

||ad been forced tO^fee tbt: deftru£ti6n of thisuii^ 

liappy place, widiout being able to ^reveot i.t^ was^ 

by, the lying's msurch to Bautzen, fortunately eit^ 

tricated from the dttlger of being fmfounded by 

Jthe Auftrians, who, upon his majefty's . approad^ 

retiredfrom their polls On the right. Soon after 

dbis tlie prince of Prulfia, finding Ms hedth ibtsdi 

impaired by ^le fatigues of the canlpaign/t-^ quit^ 

ted the annyf and^returne^ to Berlin. In the nieaa J^y^ 

time marecbal Keith, who had been kfc upon the 

ifrontierto guard the pafles of the mountains of 

Bohemia, arrived at Pirna^ having been much imt* 

r3£kd in his march by the enehiy's irregular troops, 

and loft fome waggons of provifions aAd. bc^ggage* 


inceof 



rmut 
kaves^ tlie 


■■■ ■? 


t This Wat the ttalon that. thatTubjed : JipOB which hit 
WBI partly afigaed forhk majeily;withanaifofgitatdif-^ 


quittwg theamy ; but a muck 
ifidre jpi!obab]e.9iie» which was 
aaly whiqyiere^,^ leems to Have 
becii^ -ibtft this 'prince; than 
whom none ever Mi more re- 
anafkable for httmaiuty and 
dM'ibci)!} Tinuesy.difllking the 
violeia pr^cec^^ngs<>f d!iekmg 
tits bromefr could not refraU 
jfrmnexpoftttlatiog witlvhiHi on 


appk-obation^ told him, ** That, 
the air of Ba*lia voald bebet^ 
ter for hith than that of the 
camp/' The prince aCcbrd-^ 
ingly retixtsd to BerHn, wherisr 
he diedibon after ; grief and! 
concern for the welfare of his 
brothef »anil f6r the fteps takei» 
by him, having qtafmiall' ihare 
Uk his dbaib* 

After 


fit 
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After reftlng a djiy at Pifha> He pUrfued*hi^ feardh 
through ' Drefden With twenty battalioris aiid forty 
iipiadroasi and.^ricamped tm -the right of^che Elbe, 
before the gate ^ot the new city, from vfrhencehe 
,^med the king between Bautzen and GorBtz/^^The 
wBfch re- Pruflidft anwy iic^ reaflcmbled at thi^^^^lace, 
^bIuI amounted to^ about fixty thoufand meh,^ hifides- 
aen, twfclve.-batitaiions and ten ifi|Ujidroh8 which^i^nuin-* 

cd in the famous camp at Pima, irtider the prince 
o£ Ahhaflt-Ddau, to cover rl>rdfdcft',rccurethfe 
gorges of the fciountaiiis/and' dieck the rncurfions 
of ithe.Auftriaii irregulaife, with Whom,' as^they 
were continuallyftyihgabw^t- the (kirts 6f tHePruf- 
ian army,: ds Well in their encampments ^is'oii 
their mardies, almoft daily (klfmiflies happened/ 
witJi various' fucceftt. i '• ro^^ ;,..'. ^. • ". . • 

hut Is. Though fofrie: of thcfe encounters were very 

^^^^^. bla©dyi they coft the Pruffiaris^ much feWcr -men 
iDifhcs ^ ; thaij'thcy 16ft;by defertion fiAce'the battle oflCd^* 
lin. ' The reafon? of fehiis fe^tiis dbvious: . • The Prui;-.^ 
fiait -army hid beent recmrted,' in times of peace, 
iTDm allparcsof Gehnariy ; ihd though this Way 
of TCcruiting mky be very proper in foelrtifeies, yet 
it cannot be expefted to anlwef^iii a ftatc t)F*aftua]f 
war, efpeciaHy an unfortunate war ;'becaufe''the'fi- 
delity of fudifoldiers can never , be ^.fo/mi|chd^^^ 
pcnded on as that of natives, who ferve thei^ na^ 
tural fovereJgn from principle, ^nd nottiiei-ilj f6r, 
pay, and who itiuft defert their country, their pa- 
rcnt»^ and their friends, at the fame time that they 
defert their prince. •</ 

It will be proper here to take notice of fome 
events, which could not ^afily'be mentionedi)e- 
fore, witjhout breaking through the order -wc 

have 


* 

and de- 
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hk^e prbpofed to ourfeWes in the wrking of this An. 1757* 
hiftory. 

The Emprefs- queen, more embittered than ever MJniftcrs 
againft the king of Pruffia and his allies, recalled ^^J^^l^^^ 
her minifters, count Coloredo, and monf. Zohcrn, pow^r» 
from London, towards the beginning of July ; recalled* 
and about the fame time count Kaunitz, great 
chancellor pf the empire, informed Mr. Keith, 
the Britifh minifter at Vienna, that the court of ' 
Xondon, by the fuccours it had given, and ftill 
continued to give the king of Pruflla, as we}] as 
by other circumftances relating to the prefent date 
of affairs, having broken the folemn engagements 
which united this crown with the houfcof Auftria, 
her majefly the Emprcfs-queen had thought proper 
to xecal her iDiniller from England, and confe^ 
quently to break off all corrcfpondence. Mr.' 
Keith, in purfuance of this notice, let out from Vi* 
enna on the twenty-ninth of July ; as did alfo Mr. 
Dayrolle, his Britannic majefty's minifter at the 
court of Bruifels, from this laft place, about the 
iame time. 

On the feventh of July general Pifa, comman- tKccooh 
dant of Oftend, Nieuport, and the maritime ports munica- 
of Flanders, fent his adjutant to the Englifti vice- [J^^J^' ^ 
conful at Oftend, at fix o'clock in the morning, to England 
tell him, that by or4ers from bis court all commu- ^^iO^' 
nicasion with England was broke off-, and defired )^roke off, 
^im ^raoc^conful to intimate to the pacquet-boats 
tod BrkiSiihipping at Oftend, Bruges^ and Nieu- 
port, to depart in twenty four hours, and not to 
irtpm into any of the ports of the Emprefs queen, 
tiU farther difpofitions ihould be made -, which was 
accordingly done* 

Numb. 13. I The . 
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^i»7$-7- The rcafons allcdged by the court of Vienna, 
for debarring the fubjefts of his Britannic majefty 
from the ufe of thefe ports, obtained for the houfc 
of Auftria by the arms and treafui cs of Great Bri- 
tain, were, " That her Imperial majefty, the Em- 
prefs-quecn, could not, with indifference, fee Eng- 
land, inftead of giving the fuccours due to her by 
the moft folemn treaties, enter into an alliance with 
her enemy the king of Pruffia^ and adtually af- 
ford him all manner oif affiftance, affembling^ 
j^rmies to oppofe thofe which the moft Chriftian 
king, her ally, had fenc to her aid, and fufferirtg 
privateers to excrcife open violence in her roads^ 
under the cannon of her ports and coafts, without 
giving the-leaft fatisfaAion or anfwer to the com-^ 
plaints made on that account ; and the king of 
Great Britain himfelf, at the very timt Ihe was of- 
fering him, a neutrality for Hanover, publifhing 
by a meflage to his parliament, that (he had form- 
ed, with the moft Chriftian king, dangerous de-^ 
figns againft that electorate : therefore her majefty, 
dpfirous of providing for the fecurity of her ports, 
judged it expedient to give the fqrementioned or- 
ders v and at the fame time to declare, that fhe 
could no loilgjer permit a free communication be* 
tween her fubjefts and the Englifti, which had hi-^ 
therto been founded upon treaties that Great Bri- 
tain had, without fcruple, openly violated." 
However, notwithftanding thefe orders,, the 
V Englifh pacquet- boats, with letters, were, allowed 
to pafs as ufual to and from Oftend ; the minifters 
of her Imperial majefty wifely confidering,- how 
good a revenue the poftage of our letters brings, 
thto the poft'Office of the Auftrian Neiberiands. ' 

Oftend 


r 
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Ofteftd and Nieuport^ hy order of her Imperial Ah. 1757. 
ftiajefty, received each of them a French garrifon j Oftcnd 
the former oa the nineteenth of July, and the lat- *^^j "°* 
ter the next day^ under the command of M. de la rifoned by 
Motte* upon whofe arrival the Auftrian troops eva- ^^ . 
cuated thofe places; fbough the EmpreTs*quecn 
ftill refcrved to herfelf, in both of them, the full 
aiid free exqrcife of all her rights of fovereignty ; 
to which purpofe an oath was adminiftered to the 
French ccanmandant by her crvajefty's minifter-pfc- 
nipotentiary for the governnaent of the Low Coun- 
* , tries. 

At the fame time their Imperial and moft Chrif* Ham- 
tian mjycfties notified to the magiftracy of Ham- ^accd *' 
burg, that they muft not: admit any Englifh men 
c^ ^ifar, or tranfports, into their port, on pain of 
having a French garrifon impofed on them. 

The city of Gueldres, which had been blocked Gucldre$ 
up by the French ever fince the beginning of Well**" 
fummer^ was forced by famine to capitulate on the 
' twenty -fourth of Auguft, and the garrifon marched 
, out widi all the honours of war, in order to be con- 
dui5bed to Berlin : but fo many of them deferted, 
that when they pafled by Cologne, the whole gar- 
rifon confifted only of the commandant, and forty- 
fcven men. By the furrender of this prface the 
. whole country lay open to the French and their 
alfics quite up to Magdeburg ; and the Emprefe- 
queen innrmcdia^ly received two hundred thou- 
fand crowns from the revenues of Ckves and la esbcrweca 
Marckc iJone, thePruf- 

To return to the affairs more immediately re* ^1*"^ ?^4 
lating to the king of PruCTia. The advanced pofts parties of 
of the prince ef A^ihak-Dcffau at Pirna, were at- the Auf- 

la tacked 
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lin. 1757. tacked on the tenth of Auguft by a body of huf- 
I fars, and other irregular tFoops of the Auftriaiss % 

but the Pruflians foon caufedthem to retire, with 
the lofs of feveral men and two pieces of cannon. 
On the nineteenth of the fame month, early in 
the morning, a great number of Auibriani Pan* 
dours furrounded a little town called Gotliebe, ih 
which a Pruffian garrifon was quartered, with a de- 
fign to take it by iiirprize. The Pandours attacked 
it oti all fides, and in the beginning killed twenty- 
three Pruflians, and wounded feveral ; but the 
Pruflians having rallied, rcpulfed the aflailants with 
great lof^. - ' 

Thefe, however, were b»t a fort of preludes ta 
much more dccifive adion« which happened foOn* 
after. Silefla, which had hitherto been undifturb- 
ed this year, began now to feel the cffcfts of war. 
Baron Jahnus, an Auftrtan colohel, entering that 
country with only an handful of men, made hinv- 
fclf mafter of Hirfchberg, Waldenberg, Gottes* 
burg, Frankenftein, and Landlhut. They were,, 
indeed, but open places, and he was repulfed in an^- 
attempt upon Strigau. On the fide of Franconia 
the army of the empire was aflembling with all 
fpeed, under the prince of Saxe-Hildburghaufen : 
the French were marching a fecond army fuom their 
interior provinces inta;Aliace, in order to join the 
Imperialifts; and thefirftdivifion of their tropps had 
already entered the empire, and were advanced as 
far as Hanau. The Swedes were now preparing, 
with the utmoft expedition, to fend a numerous 
army ^ into PonKrania ; and the Ruflians; who, 
fince the takings of Memcl, had not done the 
king of Pruflla much damage, bcfides that ol 

obliging 
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obliging him to keep an army in Pruffia to oppofe 
them, and interrupting the ttade of Koningfberg 
by their fquadrons, were again advancing wiih hafty 
firides towards Pniflla, marking their fteps with, 
horrid delolation. 

Firfd-marechal Lehwald, whe had been left in 
Pruffia, with an army of thirty thoufand ^men, to 
guard that kingdom during the abfenccof his maf- 
ter, was encamped nearVelau, when the Ruffians^ 
to the number of eighty thoufand, after taking Me* 
mel, advanced againft the territories of the Pruf- 
iian king *, whofe fuuatioii now drew upon him 

the 


^i3 

An. 1757. 


Eighty' 

thoufand 

Ruffians 

advance 

againft 

Pruilia. 


• MarcchalLehwald,*to fhcw 
ikow much the court of Ruffia 
is every way worthy of being 
joined^ in alliance with France 
and Auftria, publifhed, on t)u6 
occafion, the following decla- 
ration, in anfwer to an artful 
inaniflo difper^d a little while 
before by the iluflfans, with a 
<view of fedudng'the f<ib)e£b of 
^he king of Pruffia. 

^' I'he Imperial court of 
Ruffia, not contented ivith at« 
tacking the dominions of his 
majefty the l^iug of Pruffia, has 
not fcrupled to publilh a mani- 
fefto, whereby ihe endeavours 
to draw the inhabitants of Pruf- 
iia into her dominions, and to 
.alienate them from the alle- 
giance they owe to their {ove- 
«eign '. to which end (he makes 
• ufe of infinoationsy not only 
repugnant to the laws of war, 
but alib contrary to the laiv^ of 
nations. 

*'' One may eaiily (ee that 

'her defign is \o depopulate 

J^raffia ; nor is it more difiicalt 

'40 perceive, » that what tkit 


•court afferts in her mantfefto* 
is quite void of foundation, 
and cannot even palliate her 
unjuft views. 

•* Foreigners never were 
conftrained to fettle in this 
country ; nor was any oppoft- 
tion ever made to ♦their wtth- 
^Irawtng,, when they defired it : 
even the migration duties,*^aid 
in other countries, have not 
-been demanded of them. Fo- 
reigners in eafy ciroumftatices* 
who, after having fettled in 
Pruffia, wanted to remove elfe- 
: where ^with their ef¥e^ have 
been allowed to do it, without 
being crampt in any thing ; 
and this by virtue of the edids 
of the firft of September, one 
thoufand (even hundred and 
forty*fcven, and the third of 
- September, one thoufand feven 
hundred and forty ^nine. 

** It is well known, that his 
majcfty's fobjefls enjoy not 
only all the liberty poffible and 
allowed in well-regulatedHates; 
that they may exped, on all 
occailons, the flri^eft juftice ; 

1 3 but 
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An. 1757. the attention of all Europt? ; feme looking upoh 
his diftreffes Vith prty, becaufe they admired his 


^**i 


great 

' 1 1 ' ' 


bot they alfo can truY boaft of 
many other advantages under 
the wife government of their 
monsrrch. 

** On- the other hand, it is 
no lefs notorious, that the in- 
habitants of the provinces un- 
der the dominion of the Ruffian 
empire, live in continual op 
preflion.; that they are fre- 
quently expofed to the moft 
rigorous treatment ; that the 
fiiiaHeft faults are puniAied with 
exile in Siberia ; and that fo- 
reigners, ohce Settled in Ruflia, 
'find it very hard to obtain leave 
to return to their own country, 
or to remove elfewhere. 

<< Moreover, «he prefent war 
«f{brds fad examples of the lit- 
tle ftrtfs that is to be laid on 
the moft formal promifes. We 
(have feen,'that notwithflanding 
thofe promiies, and in fpitedf 
the pa/IporCs granted to thofe 
who had a mind to retire from 
Memel, in hopes of enjoying 
the advantages of public fafe- 
ty; and rotwithftanding the 
.neceility fame were under to 
:fubmit to the will and law of 
the flrongeft, hoping thereby 
.to avoid the brutality of the 
foidiery, numbers of the fard 
inhabitant&of PruOiahave been 
.conflrained to quit their coun- 
try, and others have fallen a 
prey to the mc^ enormous 
vexations, c*r have been aban- 
doned to the pillage of the ir- 
regular troops. 

" The garrlfoti of Memel is 
ftiil Retained- under the mod 


fj ivolous pretexts : they endea-« 
vour, by the moll terrible me- 
naces, to force the foldiers to 
take on in the Ruffian fervice; 
and this too in fpite of the ca- , 
piiulation,. which allowed that 
garrlfon full liberty to retire. . 
In this manner do they break 
promiies, acknowledged by all 
civilized nations to be invio- 
lable. 

" Though, under fttch cirw 
camftances, it is eafy to per* 
ceive what danger one would . 
be expoied to, by liftening to 
the infinuations of that mani* 
feilo; and though his majedy 
is not in the ieail dubious of 
■the fidelity and attachment of 
Ills vaiTals, fubjeda, and inha- 
•bitar*ts of Pruffia 5 nay, though 
he hopes that they will not fuf- 
;fer themfelves to be impofed 
upon by the vain promifes and 
'fallacious means ufed to 'de- 
ceive them, and that they will 
notdeviate in any manner from 
the duties in which they are 
bound to their fovereign, it 
-has neverthelefs been judged 
proper, by way of farther at- 
' tention to the happinefs of the 
people under the government 
of his majcfty tlie king of Pruf- ' 
fia, to forewarn all and every 
one to beware of giving ear to 
the infin nations of the Ruffian 
..court; but to continue care- 
fully to keep their oath of al- 
legiance to their fovereign. 

<* If, notwithflanding that 
oath and the prefent warning, 
any fif .them ihoiUd. be .induced, 

through 
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^^at talients; and others confidering them as a An. 1757. 
jUii retribution for being too ambitious. In the Skirmidi 
pnght Detween the feyehth and eighth of Auguft, ^^*^ r 
colonel Malachowiki, one of marechal Lehwald's fians and 
officers, marched to reconnoitre the pofition of the the K^C' 
jcnemy, vhen ^ Ikirmifli happened, which lafted 
inear two hours, between his advanced ranks and, a 
RuiEan detachment, three timfes ftropger than.thc 
Pruffians. The Ruffians were repulfed^ and fled 
into the woods, after having fifty men killed^ and 
a great nulmber wounded. The Pruflians loft but 
one man, and had fourteen wounded. 
- Several other little fldrmiflaes happened between 
ftraggling parties of the two arnues ; and the Ruf- 
fyif!LS went pn pillaging ^nd laying waile every 
thing befpre them, till at longth tbie .two armies 
ii9^ving apprp^cli^d near to one wotlier in Branden- 
,burgh-Prufiia, marechal Lchjwjijd, finding it im- 
jpoflible IP fp^e detachments from lb fmall a num- 
ber as his was, compared to that of the enemy, to' 
cover the wretched inhabitants from the outrages 
committed on them by the RulTian Coflacks, and 
.other barbarians belonging to them, judged it ab- 


through firoplicity» levity, or one thoufand feven hundred 

. malignity, to deviate from and fifty-fevcn. Signed , 

their duty, they muft expeft to ' Lehwald 

be treated a3 perjured and re* * 

« And. to he end that no^ .J j^.^^. 

bodv may alledge ignoraace ^^ S^^.^^,^ 

an the cafe we have, by virtue . j, „. J • ^^^„^^ ^^ 

of the authontv given us by ^ ^^^^^J .^ p g. 

hM majefty the k.ng of Pruffia, ^ , ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^'j. 

^^T^J^Tf. iTT'f Aellack Eagle, colonel 

and afiixed thereto the feal of ^^ ^ j B^ ^^ j^f^„, 

our arms. Done at the camp ^ % 

at VeU«, the third of Auguft, "^^ *^- 

I 4. lutely 
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An. 1757. Iblutcly neceflary to attack their main army; and 
accordingly, notwithftanding his great difadvantage 
in almoft every refpeft, he refolved to hazard a 
batrle on the thirtieth of Auguft. 
MarechgJ The Ruffians, confifting, as we before obferved, 
auacks ^^ ^^o^ty thoufand regulars, under the command 
the Ruf- of marechal Apraxin, avoiding the open field, were 
iians m intrenched in a molt advantageous camp nearNor- 
trench- " ^ittcn, in Pruffia. Their army was compofed of 
mcnts fourlines', each of which was guarded by an in- 
Id ten^°'" trenchment, and the whole was defended by two 
' * hundred pieces of cannon, batteries being placed 
upon all the eminences. Marechal Lthwald's ar- 
my fcarcely amounted to thirty thoufand men. 

The aAion began at five in the morning, an4 
was carried on with fo much vigour, that the Pruf- 
fians intirely broke the whole firft line of the ene- 
my, and forced all their batteries. The prince of 
Holftein-Gottorp, brother to the king of Sweden, 
at the head of his regiment of dragoons, routed 
the Ruffian cavalry ; and afterwards fell upon a re- 
giment of grenadiers, which was cut to pieces : but 
,whtn the Pruffians came to the fecond intrench* 
mertt, marechal Lchwald, feeing that he could not 
attempt to carry it without expoQng his army too 
much, took the refolution to retire •, which he did 
in the bed manrfer, and without the enemy's dar- 
ing .to ftir out of their intrenchments to follow 
him. The Pruffians returned to their former camp 
at Velau, and' the Ruffians remained in theirs. 
The lofs of the Pruffians, little exceeding two thou- 
fand, killed and. wounded, wa.s immediately re- 
placed out of the difciplined militia. , The Ruffians 
^^ft. upwards of ten thoufand, fome accounts fay 
3 near 
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Bear fourteen thoufand, men dead on tke field of ^^liP 
adion ; and the number of their wounded was very 
confiderablc. General Lapuchin was wounded, 
and taken prifoner, witji a colonel of the Ruffian 
artillery 5 but the former was fent back on his pa- 
rcle. The Pruflian army had, at firft, made them- 
fdvcs matters of above eighty pieces of cannon ; 
but were afterwards obliged to abandon them, with 
eleven of their own, for want of carriages. Threci 
Ruffian generals were killed ; but the Pruffians loft 
no general or officer of diftindlion, of which rank 
count Dohna was the only one that was wounded. 

After ' this engagement, marechal Lehwald Hafty re- 
changed the politioa of his army, by drawing ^f^^«*^r 
towards Peterfwald ; and the Ruffians, after re-" fians oat 
maining quite inadlive till the thirteenth of Sep- ofPnS^ 
tember, on a fudden, to the great furprize of every 
one, retreated out of Pruffia, with luch precipita- 
tion, that they left all their fick and wounded be- 
hind them, to the amount of fifteen or fixieen 
thouland men ; together with eighty pieces of can- 
non, and a confiderable part of their military ftorcs. 
Marechal Apraxin mafkcd his defign, by advancing 
all his irregulars towards the Pruffian army ; fo 
that marechal Lehwald was not informed of it till 
the third day, when he detached prince George of 
Holrtein with ten thoiifand horfc to purfue thtm i ' 
but with little hopes of coming up with them, as 
they made forced marches, in order to be the 
iboner in thcirown country. However, thePruf- . 
Cans took fcveral (rf them prifoners; -and many 
ftragglers were killed by the country people in 
their .flight towards Tilfit, which they abandoned i 
though they ftill l^^pt Memel^ itnd Ihortly after 
•' ' ' added 
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A*-'757: added fomc new fortifications to it. They made 
their retreat in tijvo columns, one of which direftcd 
its courfc towards Meme! ; whilfl: the other tool^ 
the neareft way through the bailiwic of Abftecnen, 
and threw bridges over the river Jura. Both cor 
lumns burnt every village they pa{E:d chrough, 
without difiinSion. The Fruffians were ftopt in 
their purfuit of thefe barbarians, by the bridges 
thrown over the river Memel , having been de-- 
ftroyed by the violence of the ftream. 

The Rullian army fuffered greatly for want of 
bread, as all the countries were ruined through 
which ic had pafled -, fo that they could procure 
no fort of fubfiftence but herbage, and rye bread. 
AU the roads were ftrewed with dead bodies of 
men and horfes. 

The real caufe of this fudden retreat is yet as 
great a myftery as the reafon of their flopping 6t 
long, the year before, on the borders of Lithuwiia t 
though the occafion of it is faid to have been the 
jUnefs of the Czarina, who was feizcd with a kind 
of apopleftic fit ; and had made feme new rpgu- 
■ lations, in cafe of a vacancy of the tbiope, which 
;rcndered it expedient that the regular forces fhould 
be at hand, to fupport the meafures taken by the 
government. 
The king The king of PruITia, after remaining for fomc 
"f '*'^*' ^^^ encamped between Bautzen and Goerlitz, re- 
ing th« moved tus head-quarters toBernlledel ; and oo the 
Auflri«a fifteenth of Auguft: his army oame in fight of the 
ba«[e,bat Auftrian camp, and within cannon ftiot of it: 
in va^ upon which the Auftrians ftruck their tents, znd 
.drew up in order.of battle before their camp. The 
-king, formed his army ovcr-againft them, and im- 
mediately 
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«)€(£ately went to rccpnnoitre the croond between An. 175^ 
the armies; but, as it was then late, . he deferred 
tht more eKadl, examination of that ch^ciannftancc 
till the ncxjt day. The two armies continued un- 
der arms all night. 

The next morning, at break of day, the king 
found the Auftrians ericamped with their . right at 
the river Weifte : the reft of. their- army extended 
along a rifing-^rpund, at the foot of a mountaixi 
covered with wood, which protefted their left; 
and hcforr their front, at the bottom of the hiH. 
on wfadch they were drawn up, was a fmall brook* 
paflable only in three places, and for 00 'mane than 
four or fire men a- bread. Towards the left of 
their army was an opening, iwherc tiirde or»four 
jbattalions might havie marohed in froot ;;b.^t be* 
hind it they had placed three iines ofiskfrnsry ; and 
fn a hill which flanked this opening, •. within ^ 
muflcet-ihot, were plaoed f jur thoufauid toot, witk 
forty or fifty pieces of cannon ; fo that, in reality., 
this was the ftrongeft part of their camp. 

The king left nothing undone to bring the Auf- 
trians to a battle ; but finding them abfiDlutely bent 
on avoiding it, after lying four days belbre them,(he 
and his ar4ny returned to their camp at Bcrnftedei.' 
They were followed by feme of the enemy's hufiars 
and Paiido4»ri, who, however, had not the iatisfac- 
tion to take the fmalleft booty in this retreat. 

The Austrian armv, which thus declined en* 
gating, was, by their x>wn account, an hundj'ed 
and thirty thoufand ftrofig : more than double the 
flumber of the king of Pruffia, who, the day he 
returned to Bernftedel, after he had retired about 
two thoufand yards, agi^n drew up his arn:iy in line 
' of 
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^'*7S7' of battle; and remained fo upwards of an hour ^ but 
not. a man ftirrtd trom the Auftrian camp. 

The army of the Empire, commanded by the 
prince of Saxe-Hildburghaufen, and that of the 
French under the prince of Soubife, making toge- 
ther about fifty thoufand men, half of which were 
French, had by this time joined, and advanced as 
far as Erfurth in Saxony : upon which his Pruffian 
mi]t&Yy finding that all his endeavours could not 
.bring the Auftrians to an engagement, kt out from 
JLufatia, accompanied by marcchal Keith, with fix- 
xeen battalions and forty fquadrons of his troops^ 
and arrived at Drefdcn on. the twenty-ninth of Au- 
guft, leaving the reft of the army in a ft'rong czmp 
under the prince of Bevwrn. With this dettch* 
wMfdic$ ment, which, by the junftion of feveral bodies of 
•gainft ^troops, amounted to about forty thoufand men, he 

thennited /' ' r r •' - 

army of made a quick march* by the way of Lap^ig, cci- 

theFrcnch ^irards Fourth, to give battle to the united army 

g" if/, of the French and the Empire. But by the time 

who.iipon he arrived at Erfurth, which was onthe&>urteentk 

roaX of September, the enemy had retreated towards 

ictreat ; Gotha ; and upon his farther approach, tkey retired 

to Eyfenach, where they intrenched themfelycs in 

a very ftrbng camp. His majcfty's head-quarters 

were at KirfcUabcn, near^Erfurth. . . 

While the two armies were thusfituatid^ major- 
f general SeydeJitz, who occupied the town of 
Gotha, being informed,, on the nineteenth, that a 
large body of the enemy was coming, towards him, 
and that it confifted of two regiments of Auftrian 
huflars, one regiment of French huffars, and a de- 
tachment made up of F«nch. grenadiers, tro6p5of 
the army of the Empire, and a great number of 

^ Proats 
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. Cro^s and P^ndours, retired, an4 poftcd himfelf Ao. 17J7. 
at fome dUliancc off. ] The eaemy thereupon im* 
mediately took pofleflioh of the town and caftle v ^,,^ 
but general Seydclitz^ having been reinforced, at- ofGcduj 
tacked the enemies with fuch vigdur^ that he fooA 
obliged them to abandon their new conqueft, and f^<^ 
to retire with great precipitation ; a report having ^^ ^^ 
been fpread, that the^ruflian army was advancing (oondn^ 
againft them, with the king himfelf in pehbn* ^•■' 
The Pruillan huflars took a confiderable booty oa 
this occafion -, and general Seydelitz fent prifonera 
to the camp one lieutenant-colonel, three majors^ 
four lieutenants, and fixty^two foldicrs of the cnc* 
my, who had alfo about an hundred and thiny 
kUled. 

After this a&ion his Pruflian majefty advanced ' 
near Eyfenach, with, a delign to attack the com- 
bined army : but they n^ere fo ftrongly intrenched, 
that he found it impradicable ; and his provifions 
£iUing {hort, he was obliged to retire towards £r- 
furth, and foon after to Naumburg on the river 
Sala; whereupon the combined army marched, botpol^ 
and again took poffeffion of Gotha, Erfurth, and ^ *^»* 
Weimar 5 which laft place, however, they foon after a^gj^ 
quitted. 

Upon the king of Pruffia's leaving Bernftedel, 
the Auftrians took poffeflion of it on the fixth of 
September, and made prifoners a Pruflian batta- 
lion, which had been left there. The next day 
fifteen thoufand Auflrians attacked two battalions AAion at 
of general Winterfeld's troops,^ being part of the ^'^i*^ 
prince of Bevern's army, who were polled on a the Prud 
high ground on the other fide of the Ncifs, near ^'*ns and 
Hcnnerfdorff, in the neighbourhood of Goerlitz j Jj^isJ* 

/ . I and. 
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An. »757. and, after being repuked fetrcrjd times, at kft made 
. . themfelves mailers of the eminence- Tlic lo6, izt 
this adlion, was confiderable on both fides; but 
;^ ' moft fo on that of the PruAians, not fo much by 

the number of their flain, which fcarcdy exceeded 
Id ^Bich that of the Auftrians, as by the death of their brave 
Wkte*- S^^^^ Winterfcld, who, as he was. leadihg up 
fefd is fuccours to the battalions that were engaged, re* 
lilledi ceived a fhot from a cannon, of which he died the 
night following. The generals Nadafti and Cle- 
rici, count d*Arberg, colonel Elrickhsuifen, and fe- 
deral other officers of diftinftion, were wounded, 
and the young count of Groefbeeck, and the mar-, 
quis d'Afque killed, on the fide of die Auftrian^ ^ 
who took fix pieces of the Prufllan cannon, fix pair 
6f their colours, and made general Kameke, the 
count d'Anhalt, and feme other officers, prifoners. 
The After this fkirmifti, the prince of Bcvcm, with 

mince of ^^ Pruffian army under his command, retread 
mrewsto ^^ GocrlitA to Rothenberg, then pafiTed the 
Breflaa. Qucifs at SygerSiorff, from- whence he marched to 
Buntzhiu in Sikfia, and en the firft c^ 06tober 
- reached Breflau, without fuffcring any lofi, though 

the numerous army of the Auftrians followed him 
for fome days. Upon his arrival there, be chpfe a 
. very ftrong camp on the other fide of the Oder, in 
order to cover the cityof Breflau, to the fortificatioas 
of which he immediately adde<l feveral new works. 
Though ntrither fide had a»y very fignal advao« 
tage in this engagement, more than that the Auf- 
trians remained matters of the field, yet great re- 
joicings were made at Vienna on account of it. 
The death of general Winterfeld was, indeed, an 
irrepaiable lofs to his Pruflian m^cfty^ syho, re- 
2 V ceiving 
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cciving at the fame time the news of this misfor- An* i7f7» 
tune, and of the Swedes having now adluaily be- 
gun hoftilities in Pomerania, faid, with tears Hand- 
ing in his eyes, " I may find refources againft the 
multitude of my enemies ; but how few men are to 
be found equal to Wi nterfeld ! " 

The French, who, let loofe againft the king of The 
Prqffia by the ever-memorable and fliameful xon- ^'^^* 
vention of Clofter-fcven, had entered the territo* entered 
rics of Halberftadt and Magdeburg, were worfted thctcm- 
at Eglcn by a party of fix hundred men, under the HjOter- 
command of count Horn, whom prince Ferdinand ftadt and 
of Brunfwick had detached from a body of troops, ^^^" 
with which, his Pruffian majefty had fent him to meet witk 
defend thofc countries. The Pruffians took pri- ac^^ck; 
foners the count of Luiignan, colonel, eighteen 
other French officers, and four hundred ibldiers, 
and made themfelves matters of a confiderable 
booty in baggage, &c. with the lofs of only two 
men; befides which, a French officer and forty 
men were made prifoners at Halberftadt. Upon 
this check the French evacuated the country of Hal- 
berftadt for a little while; but returning again on bttt oblige 
the twenty- ninth of September, with a confider- P""^* 
able reinforcement from marecRal Richelieu's army, nand tt 
which he now could eafily fpare^ prince Ferdinand ''«"'•• 
was obliged to retire to Winfleben, near the city of 
Magdeburgh. 

- The dangers which had been hitherto kept at 
,a diftatnce from the Pruffian dominions, by the con- 
&nlmace prudence and amazing a£tivity of their 
kir^, now drew nearer, and menaced them on all 
fides. Marechal Richelieu, with eighty battalions 
and an hundred fquadrons, entered the country of 

Hal' 
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»757* Halbfcrftadt, and kvicd immenfe contributions ; 
vhilit the allied army of theFrench ?ind ImperiaMs, 
being joined by^ (iic thoufand men under general 
L*audQhn> who had juft defeated a regiment of 
Pruflian cavalry near Erfurth, marched to Weiflen- 
fcls, a city in the vel'y center of Thuringia, - The 
Swedes had aftually taken fomc towns in Pomera- 
m^ and were advancing to befiege Stctin ; and 
;the Auilrians^ who had made themfelves mailersr 
of Lignitz^ and aconfiderable part of Silefia^ had 
now laid ft^^ge to Schweidnitz^ and were preparing^ 
to pafs the Oder^ in order to attack the prince of 
Severn in his camp near fireflau. in the mean 
time they maJc f equent, and always dcftrudive 
incurfions into Brandenburgh ; to oppofe which his 
Pruflian majcfty ordered detachments from all his" 
regiments in th. fe parts to join the militia of the 
country, and fent the pnnce of Anhalt-Deflaa 
from Leipzig, with a body of ten thoufand men> 
to guard BtTlm, whilQ: he himfelf marched with the 
. troops» under his command, to Interbeck^ on the 
frontier of the Lower Lufatia^ to be the more at 
hand to. cover Brandenburgh, and preferve the 
communication withSilefia. 
Btrimltia While thefe precautions were taking, geUeral 
ondct Haddick, with fifteen or fixteen thoufand Auf* 
.^tribu- Brians, entered Brandenburg^ on the fixteenth of 
the Auf- Oftober, and the next day arrived before Berlin^ of 
triaiu. which city he demanded a contribution pf fix hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, but contented himfelf witb 
two hundred and ten thoufand. ThtAuftr&fiS 
pillaged two of the fuburhs •» but before they could 
do any farther mifchief they were obliged to retire' 
in great lufte^ by th? approach of the prince c£ 

Anhak^n 
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Anhalt*Defiau, whofe vanguard entered the city on An. 17571 
the evening rf their departure. This alarm» how- 
ever, obliged the queen, and the royal family of 
Pruffia, to remove to Magdeburgh on the twenty- 
third ; arid, the moft valuable records were fent to 
the fort of Spandau, at the confiux of the^avdl 
and the Sphre. 

' On the other hand, the unfortunate inhabitants f?J^^. 
of Leipzig now fek, moft feverely, the cruel cffeAs to military 
of the power of their new mafter. The Pruffiari execution 
coounandant in that city had, by order of his king, prJ^^ j 
demanded of them three hundred thoufand crowns; 
a . fum far greater than it was in their power to 
raife. This truth they reprefcntcd ; but in vain. 
The ihort time allowed them to furnifli^heir con- 
tingents being expired, and all their efforts to 
comply with this demand having proved ineffec- 
tual, they were fubje<5ted to the rigours of military 
execution ; in confequence of which their houfcs, 
were occupied by the foldiery, who feized upon the 
beft apartments, and lived at difcretion ; but the 
fum demanded could hot be found. Such was the 
fituation of this diftrefled city, when, on the fif- 
teenth of Odlober, an exprefs arrived, with advice 
that his Pruflian majefty would foon be there ; and 
accordingly he arrived a few minutes after, attend- 
ed by his life-guards. At the fame time a rumour 
was fpread, that the city would be delivered up to 
pillage, which threw the inhabitants into the ut- 
moft confternation. Theirfcars, however, in that re- 
, fped:, were foon abated by his majefty's declaring, 
that he was willing to fpare the place, upon condi- 
tion that half the fum required fhould be imme- 
diately paid.. All that could be done was to col- 
Numb! XIV. K left. 
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An. 1757. left, among the merchants, traders, and others,' 
fifty thqufarid crowns •, bills of exchange were 
drawn upon Amfterdam and London for feventy 
thoufand crowns, and hoftages were given, by way 
of fccurity, for the payment of thirty thoufand 
more within a time which was agreed on. But ' 
ftill, notwithftanding this, the military execution 
was continued, even with greater rigour than be- 
fore ; and all the comfort the wretched inhabitants 
' could obtain, was, that it ihould ceafe whenever 
advice .(hould be received that their bills were ac- 
cepted. 

The king of Pruffia had tried feveral times to 
bring the combined army under the princes Saxe- 
Hildbourghaufcn and Soubife to an engagement 
upon fair grouod ; but finding them bent on de- 
clining it, notwithftanding the fuperiority of their 
numbers, he had recourfe to one of thofe ftrokes in 
war, by which a general is better feen than by the 
gaining of a viftory. He' made a feint foon after 
the beginning of Oftober, as if he intended no- 
thing more than to fecure his own dominions, and 
march his army into winter-quarters back to Ber- 
lin, leaving marechal Keith with only feven or 
, eight thoufand men to defend Leipzig. Upon 
this the enemy took courage, pafled the Sala, and 
having marched up to the city, fummoned the 
marechal to furrenderj to which he anfwered. That 
the king, his mafter, had ordered him to defend 
the place to the laft extremity, and he would obey 
his orders. The enemy then thought of befieging 
thecity •, but before they could prepare any one im- 
plement for that purpofc, they were alarmed by the 
approach of the king of Pf uffia, who, judging tl^at , 

• .. .his 
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liis feint would probably induce them to take the An. 1757. 
ftep they did, had, by previous and private orders, 
coUefted together all his diftant detachments, fomc 
of which were twenty leagues afunder, and was 
advancing, by long marches, to Leipzig ; upon 
notice of which the enemy repafled the Sala. The 
Pruflian army was reaffemblcd on the twenty -fe- 
vcnth of Oftober, and remained at Leipzig the 
twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth, when, every body 
expefted a battle would be fought in the plains of 
Lutzen. On the thirtieth the king drew nigh that 
place •, and on the thirty-firft, in his way through 
WeilTenfcls and Merelbourg, he made five hundred 
men prilbners of war. - 

The combined army had repafled the Sala at ^ebattlt 
Weiflfenfels, Merefburgh, and Halle, where they bach, in 
Broke down the bridges -, but thefe were foon re- wMch tha 
paired, and the whole Pruflian army, amounting pj.y|j^ 
to no mqre than twenty thoufand men, having paf- withtwcn- 
fed that river through thefe towns, in each of^hich ^ ?J^^"" 
they left a battalion,^ joined again on the third of defeats. 
November in the evening over-againfl: the enemy, fixty-five 
whofe forces confided of forty thoufand French, pygnch 
and twenty-five thoufand Imperialifl:s. andlmpc^^ 

The king was going to attack them on the fourth, "^^'' 
but deferred it •, and that whole day was fpent in a 
cannonade, which did no great damage to either 
fide. 

On the fifth, about nine o'clock in the morning, 
the Pruflians received intelligence that the epemy 
were every wherein motion. Th(^y likewife heard 
their drums beating the march, and, fo near were 
the two armies to .each other, plainly perceived 
from their camp, that- their whole infantry, which 

K 2 ' had 


n^ HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

A** '757* had drawn nearer upon the rifing grounds, over 
againft them, was filing off towards their right. 
No certain judgment could, however, yet be form- 
ed of the enemy's real defign ; aind as they were 
in want of bread, it was thought probaWe that 
they intended to repafs the Unftrut : but it was 
foon perceived, that their feveral motions were 
contradiftory to each other. At the fame time 
. that fome of their infantry was filing off towards 
their right, a large body of cavalry wheeled round 
towards their left, direfting its march all along to 
the rifing grounds, with which the whole Pruf- 
fian camp, that lay in a bottom between the vil- 
lages of Rcderow and Rofbach, was furrounded, 
within the reach of large cannon. Soon after that 
cavalry was feen to halt, and afterwards to fall back 
to the right ; though fome of them ftill remained 
where they were, whilft the reft marched back. 
About two in the afternoon the doubts of the 
Pruflians were cleared up : it plainly appeared then, 
that the enemy intended to attack them, and that 
their difpofitions were made with a view to fur- 
round them, and to open the adlion by attacking 
them in the rear. A body of referve was pofted 
over-againft Rederow, to fall upon their routed 
troops, in cafe they Ihould be defeated, and to pre- j 
vent their retiring to Merfeburgh, the only retreat 
which could then have been left them. 

In this fituation the king of Pruflia refolved to 
attack them. His majefty had determined to make 
the attack with one wing only ; and the difpofition j 
of the enemy made it neceffary that it (hould be j 
the left wing. The very inftant the battle Was I 
going to begin, his majefty ordered the general! 

whoJ 


G E O R G E II. - 149 

who Gomraandcd the right wiqg, to decline engag- An. 1757. 
ing> to tak^ a proper pofition in confcquence 
thereof, and, ^ above all, to prevent his being fur- 
rounded. All the cavalry of the right wing of 
the Pruffians, except two or three fquadrons, had 
already mgrched to the left, yrhich was done at fujl 
gallpp J and being arrived at the place afligned 
them, they formed over-againft that of the enemy. 
They th{?n moved on immediately ; the enemies 
sidvonced ^ 9^e{: thetp^ and the charge was very 
fierce, fevcral regiments of the French comii^g on 
with great refolution. The advantage, however, 
was entirely on the fide of the Prufiians. The 
enemy '§ qavairy being muted, were purfucd for ^, 
confidf^r^bk tjme with great fpirit ; but having af* 
terwai'ds reacl^ed an eminence, whkh gave them an 
opportunity of rallying, the Pruffian cavalry fell 
upon thpm afrelh, and ^ye them fo total a de- 
feat;, that thpy fled in t;he utmoft diforden Thi$ 
happened at four in the afternoon. Whilft the cavaln 
ry of th§ Pnjffians charged^ their^infantry opened.! 
The enemy cannoQS^l^ them briflcly during thi& 
inDerval^ and did fome e^cution •, but the Pruflian 
SLTtiHery w»s not behind-hand w^th them. After 
fiisjcanQ^^/ng had continued on both fides a 
^11 quarter of an hour, without the le^ift intermif- 
fion, thp fire of the infantry beg^. The enemy, 
could not ft^nd it, nor refift the valour of the Prufr 
fianfoot, ;who gallantly marched up to their battc- 
jries. T'hp- batteries were carried one after another, 
and the enemy were forced to give way, which they 
did in great copfufion. As the left wihg pf the 
^ruflj^ns -advanced, their right changecj it^ pofi- 
tiipn I ^nd having foon met with a Tmall rifing 
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Ah. 1757. ground, they availed themfelves of it, by plantings 
it with fixteen pieces of heavy artillery. The fire 
from thence was partly pointed at the enemy*s 
right, to increafe the diforder there, and tbok their 
left wing in front. Which was exceffively galled 
thereby. ' At five the vidlory was decided, the can- 
nonading ceafed, and the enemy fled on all fides.. 
They were purfued as long as there was:any light 
to diftlnguifh them by ; and it may be faid, that 
night alone was the prefervation of this army, 
which had been fo formidable in the morning They 
took the benefit of the darknefs to hurry into Fry- 
burgh, and there to repafs the Unftrut, vwhich they 
did on the hiorning of the fixth, after a whole 
night's march. Tlicking of Pruflia* fct out early 
in the morning to purfiie them with all his cavalry, 
fupported by four battalions of grenadiers, the 
infantry following them in two columns. The ene- 
my had pafled the Unftrut at Fryburgh, when the 

^Prufliahs arrived on its banks ; and as they had 
burnt the bridge', it became neceflary to make 
another, which, however, was foon done. The ca- 
yalry paiTed firft, but could not come up with the 
enemy till five in the evenings upon the hills of 
Eckerlberg. It was then too latse to force them 
there ; for which reafon the king thought propel 
'to canton his army in the neareft villages, and to 
be fatisfied with the fuccefs his huflars had in taking 
near three hundred baggage- waggons, and every 
thing they contained. The whole lofs of the Prut 
'fians,in this importalit engagement, did not exceed 

. five hundred men killed and wounded. Among the 
former was general Mcincke ; and among th6 lat- 
ter prince Henry and general Seydelitz. The enemy 
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loft fixty-four pieces of cannon, a great many ftan- An. 1757. 
dards and colours, near three thoufand men killed 
on the field of battle, and upwards of eight thou- 
fand taken prifoners, among whom were feveral 
generals, and other officers of diftindion. Three 
hundred waggons were fcnt to Lejpzig, loaded 
with wounded French and Swifs. Upon the ap- 
proach of the Pruffians towards^ Eckerfberg, the 
enemy retreated with great precipitation ; andj 
after iparching all night, arrived the next day at 
Erfurth, in the.utmcrfl want of every neceflary of 
life, not having had a.morfel of bread for two 
days, during which they had been obliged to live 
upon turnips, radilhes, and other roots, which 
they dug out of the earth. 

The French, under the duke of Richelieu, we;;e 
preparing to go into winter-quarters; but, upon 
the news, of this defeat of the combined army; 
they again put themfelves in motion, and a large 
detachment pf them advanced as far as Duderftadt, 
to favour the retreat of their countrymen under 
the prince of Soubife, nyho, with great precipitan- 
cy, made the beft of their- way from Erfurth to the 
county of Hohenftein, and from thence bent their 
march towards Halberftadt. Of the remains of 
the Imperial army, which was now almoft in- 
tirely difperfed, whole bodies deferted, and went 
over to the king of Pruflia, foon after this bajttle. 

Whilft his Pruffian majefty was thus fuccefsful 
againft the French and Imperialifts, the Auftrians, 
who had carefully avoided conning to an open en- 
gagement with him, gained ground a-pace \t\ Sile- 
fia- A detachment of their army, under the com- 
mand of count Nadafti, had already invcfted 

K 4 Schweidnitz, 
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An. 1757. Schweidnitz, and opened the trenches before it oii 
the twenty-fixth of Oftober. The Pruffian gatri- 
Thc Auf. fon, commanded by general dc la Motte Fouquet, 
Schw^id *^ determined to defend the place as long as poffible % 
pitz; and accordingly on the thirtieth they made a felly, 
in which they killed, wounded, and tbok prifoners, 
eight hundred of the befiegers, and did fome da- 
mage to their works : but on the fixth erf Novcm- 
hcr the Auftrians began to cannonade the city fu- 
rioufly, and on the eleventh made themfelves maf- 
tcrs of the ramparts by aflault. The garrilbn, 
however, having taken care, during the fiege; to 
throw up a ftrong intrenchment in the market- 
place, retreated thither, and held out till the next 
day^ when they furrendercd themfelves prifbnersdf 
war. 

After the reduftion of this place, general Na- 
^afti, leaving in it a fufficient garrifon, marched 
with the remainder of his troops, and joined the 
main army of the Auftrians, under the command 
of prince Charles of Lorrain and marechal Daun, 
who, whilft: he was bufied in the fiege of Schweid- 
nitz, had invefted Breflau on the left of the Oder*^ 
the prince of Bevern defending it on the right, 
'where he was ftrongly encamped, with his Jittle 
army, under the cannon of the city. ■ 

The whole army of the Auftrians being now re- 
affembled ; and intelligence having been brought, 
not only of the king of Pruflia's late viftory near 
Leipzig, but alfo that he was advancing to the relief 
of the prince of Bevern, it, was refolved imme- 
diately to attack the laft in his intrenchments, and, 
if poffible, to diflodge him. Accordingly, on the 
twcnty-fircond of November, about nine in the 


morn- 
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tncMnihg, the Auftriims begarr a moft furious dif- Aii/ir^K 
charge of their cannpo^ forty of whi(;h were twenty- 
four poumlers i and : this c^ltitiued without ceaiing 
till one, when it was fbcceeded by a fmart fire of 
their fmall arms^ which lafted oil five in the erea- 
iag. The Pruffians, wrfli undaunted refohition^ 
ifcood two pf the moft violent attacks that were 
evermadci but at the third, overpowered wi^ 
numbers,, arid aflafled on both fides, they began tb defeat Ac 
ioie ground, and were forced to retire from /one prince of 
intrehchment to anoither. In this extremity^nigl^t ^^^^^^ 
coQoinjg on, the Prufliah generals, fearing their in- lau, 
trenchmems would be intirely forced, and th^ 
they Ihould then be ijQtaUy defeated, thought prOh 
per to retreat. The prince of Severn, with the 
^reatefi part of the army, retired to an eminence 
on the banks of the Oder, whilft the reft of the 
troops threw themfelves into Breflau, whkh tb?y 
might have defended, in all probability, tiU the 
king had come up to its refief. But, on the twenty- 
fourth, their commamkt :in chief, the prince of ' 
Severn, going to recctenoitre the enemy, with only 
.a fingle groom to at;rend hi^, fell in among a party 
of Croats, who took him prifoner*. His army 

there- 


^^^^••••i 


* Wc are tol<), that he mif- coimoitijng the enemy, witli 

took thefc iCroats for R'uffian fo flight An attendance as'only 
Iwftrs. B»t fomc of die cir- : one map, and thu biit tt 

cumftances of this myfterious groom, even if he had judged 

afiair^ were interpreted into a it necelTaf y tbTee things With 

premeditated defign in ttid his awn eyea. Som^ ferret 

prince to be taken prifonei*. It difTatisfa^tion, hitherto nn^ 

cannot otherwiie be. fuppofed known to u$> may poiTibly 

that a man of his, rank» a have been the caufe of bi» 

prince, a cemnn^nder ;n chief, taking this ftep ; or, which 

ihould officlq^ily undertake the f^ems Hill more probable, hp 

always ^genms to^k of re« might be aiham^d, or, per* 
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Aji. 1757. thereupon' retreated nortiiwasxl that night, leaving 
in Breflau only four batcalioas; who, the next day, 
•furrendered the place ky capitulation ; one of the 
articles of which was, that they ihould' ncM: ferve 
againft the-Emprefs, or her allien, for two years. 
All the magazines, chefts, artBlcry, &c. remained 
in the hands of- the Auftrians. The gairiibn 
marched out with all military honours^ conducted 
by general liefwitz, governor of Breflau. 

Though the Auftrians fung Tc Deum for this 
viftory, they owned that fuch another would put 
an end to their army •, for it "coft ihcm the lives of 
twenty thoufand men : a numbe^ almoft equal to 
the whole of the Pruflian army b^efore the tattle. 
They had four almoft inacccflible intrenchmentS to 
force, planted thick with cannon, which fired car- 
tridge-fliotfrom nine in the morning .till the even- 
ing ; and thePruflians, when attacked, were nevtr 
once put into the' leaft- corifufion. Among 'the 
flaii>, on the fide of the. Auftrians, were general 
. Wurberi, and feveral^ other officers of diftinftion. 
The lofs of the Pruffians did not much exceed 
three thoufand men, in killed, wounded, and pri- 
foners, of which laft there were about fixteen hun- 
dred. Their general Kleift was found dead on the 
field of battle; 

*Thc king of Pr uflia, who, tike Ca^far^ thought 
nothing wa$ done while any thing was left undone. 


haps, even afraid, to fee the hiin exprefs orders not tb 

king his mafter, after having quit, on any accoant what- 

£0 injudicioufly abandoned the ever ; for that he v^ould ccr- 

defcnce of Breflau, by quitting tainly be with him by the fifth 

his lines, which, it is aflerteci, of December ; in which we 

his Prui£an majeily had km (hall £nd he ke^t his word. 


ftaid 
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ftaid no longer at Rofbach than till the routed An. tysT* 
forces of the- French and Imperialifts, whom he 
had defeated there on the fifth of November, were 
totally difperfed. That done, he marched directly TTic king 
with the greateft part of his army for Silefia ; and, ^j^hes* 
on the twenty-fourth of that month, arrived at for Silc- 
Naumburg on the Queiis, a little river which runs ^^-* 
into the Bobber, having in his route, detached 
marechalKeith, with the reft of his army, to clear dctadies 
Saxony irom all the Auftrian parties, and then to Kehh. 
make an irruption into Bohemia ; which he did fo who lays 
efFe&ualiy, as to raife large contributions in the So^«n»*« 
circles of Satz and Leitmeritz, and even to give an contribu- 
alarm to Prague itfelf. , tion: 

His majefty referved for himfelf only fifteen 
thoufand men, with which he advanced, with his 
Aifual rapidity, toBarchwitz; where, nofwithftand- 
ing all that had happened at Schweidnitz and at 
Breflau,. he was joined by twenty-four thoufand 
more ; part of them troops which he had ordered 
from Saxony, part the remains of the army lately 
commanded by the prince of Bevern, and part the 
late . garrifon of Schweidnitz, which had . found 
means to efcape from the Auftrians,' and acciden- 
tally joined their king upon this march*. With 
this, force, tho'. greatly inferior in number to that 

of 


* While the Auftrians wexe 
conducing them to piiibn, on 
thei/route they chanced to hear 
of the viflory their mafter had 
gained at Rofbach. Animated 
with this news, they unani- 
moufly 'rofe upon ' the efcort 
that gnarded them, which, 
happening not to be very 


ftrong, they entirely difperfed^ 
Thus freed, they marchcfl on, 
not very certain of their way, 
in hopes to rejoin fome corps 
of ^he Pruffian troops, their 
countrymen. The (amc for- 
tune which freed them, led 
them diredly to the army com- 
manded by the king himfelf, 

which 


ts^ 
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marches 
inperibn 
agaihft 
die Auf- 


intrench- 
cd at Lif« 
6: 


Aii.*:»757. of the cncmy^ he rclblvcd to attack the Auftriansj^ 
who were intrenched at Lifla near Breflau. 

On the fourth of December he fcized upon their 
ovens at Neumarck, and upon a confiderable ma- 
ga2ine, guarded by two regiments of Croats^ who 

Whb wire r^tir^d to a rifing ground, where his txn^c&j or- 
dered his huffars to furround them, and fent a 
trumpet to fommon them to furrender themfelvea 
prifQners of war. Upon their refufal, the hufifars 
of Zithen fell upon them iabre in hand ; and fome 
hundreds of them havijiig been cut in pieces, the 
reft threw down their arms, begging for quarter 
on their knees. After this feizure, and after having 
diftributed to his army the bread prepared ,for hb 
enemies, he began again, the next morning his 
march towards Lifla. 

General Zithen, who led the vanguard of light 
horfe, about feven in the morning, fell in with a 
body of Auftrian huflaris, and three raiments of 
Saxon dragoons, which were the very beft cayaky 
the enemy had left after the battle of the twenty- 
fecond^ They had been detached by the Auftiians 
in ordeir tb retard the king's march, and to conceal 
their own, till their batteries fhould be completed; 
for, as they held the fmall number of the Pruffians 
in contempt, their intention was to have met the 
king two German miles off from their intrench- 


whifh was haftening to their 
Tclief, as well as to that of the 
prince of Bevern. This un- 
cxpeftcd meeting was equally 
pleafing to both, the prifoncrs 
not having heard any thing of 
Kis majefly's naarch ; and at 
the fame time this lucky inci« 


dent, whilft it added a confi- 
derable fbength to the army, 
added likewife to its confi- 
dence ; for the ilightefl occufr 
rence is conRrued into an omen* 
by an army at the eve of an 
•ngagement. 

mefi^s. 


/ 
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rtfents. The Auftrian cavsdry having been vigor*- An. 175^, 
btifliy repuifed to a conliderabk diftance, general 
Zitheii perceived that their whole army was .fornir < 

ing. He immediately acqtlainted the king with 
what he had difcovsefed^ and his majefty, after 
having himfeif obfefrved the difpolition of the ene- 
my, made hiis own with that quicknefs and true 
judgment for which he has always been remark- 
able. 

The aftion began by attacking a battery of forty gains a. 
pieces of large cannon, which covered the right -^^^^^^ 
wing of the enemy. The two battalions of guards, them j 
troops reckoned, by all who ever faw them, the 
fineft in the world, and the regiments of the mar- 
grave Charles and of Itzenplitz, marched up, 
amidft a moft terrible fire, to the very mouths of 
the cannon, with their bayonets fcrewed^ In this 
attack the Pruffians fuftained their greateft lofs, 
though the battery was carried as foon almoft as 
they could get up to it: after which- the enemy's 
artillcryi now turned againft themfelves, played fu- 
rioufly upon them with their own powder. From 
* that inftant the two wings and the center of the 
Pruffians continued to drive the enemy before 
them, advancing all the time with that flow and re- 
gular pace for which they have always been re- 
nowned, without ever halting or giving way. The 
ground which the Auftrians occupied was very ad- 
vantageous, and every circumftanoe that could ren- 
der it more fo had been improved to the utmqfl: 
by the diligence and flcill of count Daun, who, re- ^ 
membering his former fuccefs, was emboldened to 
enter the lifts again with' his great ahtagoriift with 
more confidence. The Pruffians, however, no way 

4 tcr- 
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Ab. 1757. terrified by the enemy's fituation, nor their num* 
bers, went calmly and dreadfully forward. It was 
, almoft impofiible, in the beginning, for the Pruf- 
£an cavalry to a£t, on account of the impediments 
of fallen trees, which the enemy had cut down and 
laid in the . field of battle, to retard their ap- 
proach: but a moft judicious difpofition, which 
the king made, overcame that difadvantage. When 
he firft formed his army, he had placed four batr 
talions behind the cavalry of his right wing, fore- 
feeing that general Nadafti, who was placed with a 
corps of refervc on the enemy's left, defigned to 
take him in flank. It happened, as he had fore- 
fecn; this general's horfe attacking th« king's 
right wing with great fury: but he was received 
with fo fcvcre a fire from the four battalions, that 
. he was obliged to retire in diforder. The enemy 
. gave way on all fides ; and after having, by a quick 
retreat, got at fome diftance, recovered themfelves 
three times, ^animated by their officers, and by the 
fupcriority of their numbers.. Every time they 
made a.'fland, the Pruffians attacked them with re* 
doubled vigour, and with fuccefs equal to their 
bravery. Towards night the enemy, ftill retreat- 
ing, felj into diforder. Their two wings fled in 
confufion : one of them, clofely preflTed by the 
king, ran towards Breflau, and tdok ftielter under 
the cannon of that city ; the other, pilrfucd by the 
greateft part of the light cavalry, took their flight 
towards Canth and Schweidnitz. Six thoufand 
Auftrians fell irj this engagement -, and the Pruf- 
fians, who had only five hundred men killed,, and 
two thoufand three hundred wounded, made up- 
wards of twenty thoufand of the enemy prifoncrs. 


among 
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among which were two hundred and: .ninety-one ^»' '757- 
officers, took an hundred and fixteen cannon, fifty- 
one colours and ftandards, and four thouiand wag- 
gons of ammunition and baggage. The confe- ^ 
quences that followed this viftory declared its 
greatncfs. Future ages will read with aftonifh- 
ment, that the fame prince, who, but a fewmontha 
before, leemed verging on inevitable ruin, merely 
by the dint of his own amazing abilities, without 
the.affiftance of any friend whatever, with troops 
perpetually harrafled by long aad painful marches, 
and by continual Ikirmifhes and battles ; not o^ly 
quite retrieved his affairs, which almoft every one, 
except himfelf, thought '^paft redrefs; but, in the 
midft of winter, in countries where it was judged 
next to impoflible for any troops to keep the field 
at that fcafon, conquered the united force of 
France and the Empire at Rofbach on the fifth of 
November \ and on the fame day of the very next 
month, with a great part of the fame army, was at 
LilTa, where he again triumphed over all the 
powers of the houfe of Auftria. 

Purfuing his advantage, he immediately invefted 
Brcflau, and, within two days after this great vic-> 
tory, every thing was in readinefs to befiegeit in, 
form. His troop?, flufhed with fuccefs, were at 
firft for ftorming it ; but their more prudent ge- 
neral, knowing the ftrength of the garrifon, which 
confifted of upwards of thirteen thoufani men, 
and confidering both the fatigues which his own 
fold iers had lately undergone, and the fatal confe- 
queiices that might enfue, fliould they fail of fuc- 
cefs in fliis attempt, ordered the approaches to be 
. carried on in the ufual form. His commands were 

Obeyed ; 


i6o 
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fetakes 
Bftflao; 


An. 1757- obeyed ; and, in confequence thereof, Brefl^u fur- 
rendered to him on the twentieth of December int 
the morning. The garrifon, of which ten thou- 
land bore arms, and between three and four thou- 
land lay fick or wounded^ were made prifoners of 
war. Fourteen of thefe prifoners were officers of 
high rank. The military cheft, a vaft treafure, 
with eighty pieces of cannon, fell into the hands 
of the viftors, who loft only about twenty men in 
their approaches. During the fiege, a magazine 
of powder was fet on fire by a bomb j which occa- 
fioned great confulion among the befieged, and 
damaged one of their baftions. 

Theftrongfortrcfs ofSchwcidnitz ftill remained in 
the enemy's pofleffion, defended by a garrifon fo nu- 
merous, that it might be compared to a fmall army ; 
and whilft that continued fo, the king of Pruflia's 
viftories in Silefia were of no decifive efieft. For 
this reafon, tho' it was no\(r xhe deadof winter, and 
the foldiers flood in need of repofe, his majefty re- 
folved, if poffible, to beconje matter of that place 
before the end of the year : but as a clofe fiege 
was imprafticable, a blockade was formed, as ftriftly 
as the rigour of the feafon would permit. It was not, 
however, till the beginning of the enfuing cam- 
paign that this place was taken. The Pruflians 
opened their trenches before it on the third of 
Aprily one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-eight, 
, and o»efted two large batteries, which kept a conti* 
nual fire upon the town. The artillery of the be- 
ilegers confilled of three hundred pieces of can- 
non, of different dimenfions, and eighty mortars ; 
an amazing artillery, and fuch as we hiire never 
heard of in former campaigns. On the night of 

the 


Jnvcfis 

Schweid** 

nitz; 


r 
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the fourteenth the Pruflians carrie^d one of the An. 1757;. 
thief works by affault, and lodged thenafelycs 
therein ; whereuf^ori the comnrandant capitulated ^^^^^ j^ 
the. next day, with the garrifon^ which was now 
greatly reduced of its firft number -, being not 
half of what it amounted to at the beginning of 
the blockade. 

Thus all the parts of Silefia^ which the king of and he- 
Pruffia had loft by one unfortunate blow, fell again ^aSerof 
into his poflTeflion ; and his affairs^ which but a Ji Sikfia* 
few months before feem^d irretrievable, were now. 
re-eftablifhed upon a firmer bafis than ever. The 
Prujfian parties not only re-poflcffcd themfelves of 
thofe parts of Silefia which belonged to their king^ 
but penctratc4 into the Auftrian divifion, reduced . -^ 
Jagcrndorf, Troppau, Tretchen, and feyeral other 
places, apd left the Emprefs -queen fcarce any foot- 
ing in that country, in which,' a few days before, 
4he reckoned her dominion perfeftly eftablilhed. 

The Swedes, after many debates between their Hoftiiit 
king and fenate, had at length refolved . upon an o^ the >« 
open decUration againft the king of Pruffia, and, fo^^^*-'** 
in confequence of that refolution, fent fo many nia. 
troops into Pomerania, that, by the end of Auguft^ 
their army in that country amounted to twenty- 
five. choufand men. Their firft adk of hoftility was 
the feizure of Anclam and Demmin^ two towns 
that lay in the way to Ste^in, againft which their 
principal defign was levelled. But before they pro- 
ceeded further, general Hamilton, their command- . 
er, by way of juftifying the conduft of his maftex, 
publiflied a declaration, fetting forth, *< That the Their de* 
king of Sweden, 4s guarantee of the treaty of Weft* ckratkw. 
phalia, could hot help feeding his troops into the 
/ Numb. 14. L , upper 
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Aa. 1757- tipper pafl of the dutchy (^ Pomerania belong- 
ing to the king of Pruflia \ and chat, therefore, aii 
the officers appoiwred to receive the public revenue 
in that countiy, ni^^ p^T ^^^ money they had in 
their hands to geiieral Hamilton, who was eom^ 
miilioned to receive the fame for his Swedifli nla* 
jefty : That, moreover, an exaft account was re*- 
quired. within eiglit days, of the revenucis of the 
country ; but that no more than ordinary contri- 
butions would be demanded of the inhabitantRy 
who might reft affured, that the Swedifli troops 
fhould be made toobferve the ftrifteft difciplini?." 

After this declaration they attacked ; the little 
■fortrefs of Pcnemunde, upon the river Fwpr ^dt, 
on the twenty 'third of September, after a fiegc of 
nine days, forced the garrifon, which confined only 
of militia, to furrender themfelves priftmers^ of war. 
This alternative the commanding-officer chofe, pan- 
ther than engage not to ferve for tw<3 years, faying^ 
that fuch an engagement was inconfiftent with his 
honour, whilft his prince had fo much occafion for his 
fervice; and thd Swedilh general, touched with thi^ 
noWfe way of thinking, was, on his part, fi> ge- 
nerous-as 'to give him his liberty? 
That of On the other hand general Manteiiffel, who conv- 
thc Pruf- manded the Pruffian forces then in Pomeranio, 
amounting to twelve thoufand men, with which he 
■was encamped before Stetin, to cover that place, 
publiflied, in anfwer to this, a declaration, enjoin- 
ing the inhabitants of Pomerania to remain faithful 
•to the king of Pruffia, their lawful Ibvereign,- un- 
der paih of incuring his-juft indignation, and ab- 
Tolucely forbidding them to pay any regard to the 
Swedifli raamfefto.. .^ - • " 

. ^ I - . - la 
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Irt ^6 mean time marechal Lchwald, immedi- An. tjsj. 
Htdy after the battle of Norkitten, when the Ruf- 
fians began their retreat^ detached prince George of 
Holftein-Gottorp, with a confiderabie body of 
forces, to the relief of PoiTi#ratlia ; and, fhortly 
after, the Ruffian forces having totally evacuated 
every part of Pruffia, exdept Memel, and moft of 
thena bfeing actually gorife into winter-quarters, h^ 
himfelf followed, with an additional reinforcement 
©ffixteen- thousand men. Upon his approach thd *^ t , 
Swedes, who were then encamped at Ferdinand-^ j^hwald 
ftioff, iand had begun to. fiU up the harbour of forces the 
Swin-riemuflde, by way of previous preparation fg^^^c" *^ 
for the fiege of Stetin, retired with fuch precipi-^ 
faction, tliat they did not allow themfelves time to » 

drawx^ff aifetk ga^rifon they had at Wcllin, con-- 
fiJR:ibg ^f two hundred and ten men, wha were 
ma4e prifoners of war. Demmin was cannonaded 
by the Pruffians on the twenty-ninth of. Decern- ' 
ber', and the Swedes having loft one officer and 
forty men^ defined to capitulate. As, in order to 
^afe the troops, it was not tliought proper ta 
continue the fiege in fo fharp a feafon, xheir re* 
quefl: was granted, and they had leave to retire 
with two pieces of cannon. The Prufiians took 
pofifelSon rf the town qn the fecond of January, 
alter the Sjj^^edes had^ on the thirtieth of Decem- 
ber, likewife given up Anclam, where the xan>- 
querors toqk an hundred and fifty prifoners, and 
found a Gonfiderfeible magazine of provifions and? 
arfimuftition. Marechal Lehwald then pafied the 
Ptene, entered Swedi(h Pomerania, and reduced 
Guttkow, Loitz, Tripfus, and Nebringen. At 
die farpe time.Keutenant.geaeral Schorjemmer paf. 

L 2 fed 
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An. 1757. fed with his corps from the ifle of Wollin into the 
ifle of Ui'edom, and from thence to Wolgaft, the 
Swedes having abandoned this town, as well as^ 
Schwinemunde, and the fort of Penemundc. The 
prince of Holftein advanced as far as Grimm anci 
GriefFswalde, and the Swedes, lofing one town af- 
ter another, till they had nothing left in Pomera* 
nia but the port of Stralfund, continued retreating 
till they had reached this laft place. The French 
party in Sweden, to comfort the people, called this 
retreat, or rather flight, going into winter quar- 
ters. The Pruffian huflars were not idle wherever 
they penetrated ; for befides plundering and pil- 
laging like huflars, they inftantly raifed a contri- 
bution of an hundred and flxty thouQmd crowns, ia 
Swedifli Pomerania. The Meckltrmburghers, who 
had joined the Swedes with fix thoufefid of their 
troops, now found caufe to. repent their forward- 
nefs, being left quite expofed to the refentment of 
the viftors, who chafl.i(ed them with mofl: fevere 
cxaAions and levies. The army of the Swedes, 
tho' they did not fight a battle, was by fi<knefs,. 
defertion, and othtr accidents, reduced to half the 
number it confifted of when they took the. field. 
Anfurerof The landgravc of HeflTe-CaflTel, foon after his 
^o^^thTf^* tcnitoiies were invaded by the French, in confe- 
lan.i'^rnvc quenoc of their advantage in. the affair of Haften-: 
r ff\^^' beck, had applied to the king of Sweden, as one o£ 
the guarantees of the treaty of Weftphalla, dc- 
firing him to employ his good offices, with the 
court of France, to obtain a more favourable treat- 
ment for his dominions than they met with : but 
hi3- Sw.edifti majefl:y, by the advice of the fenate, 
xhou^ht pro^jcr to refulc complying with this re-. 

quefl:. 
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queft, alledging, that as the crown of Sweden was An. 1757. 
one of the principal guarantees of th<^ treaty of 
Weftphalia, it would be highly improper to take 
fuch a ftep, in favour of a prince who had not only 
broke the laws and conftitutions of the empire, 
in refufing to furnifli his contingent, but had even 
aflifted, with his troops, a power known to be its P^cree of 
declared enemy. The Aulic council too, feeing, council ^*^ 
or pretending to fee the behaviour of the landgrave againft 
in the fame light, iffued a decree againft his ferenc *^*"*' 
highnefs towards the end of this year. 

The court of Great-Britain, juftly difpleafed 
with the Dutch on account of the extreme facility 
with which they had granted the French a free 
paflagc through Namur and Maeftricht for their 
provifions, ammunition, and artillery, in thp be- 
^nningof this campaign, had very properly rc- 
monftrated againft that ftep, before it was abfo- 
lutely refolved on, or at leaft declared to be lb : but 
in vain 5 a pufiUanimous anfwer being all the fa- 
<isfddtion that was obtained. The tamenefs and 
indifference witfi which the States General had 
fince feen Oftend and Nieuport put inta the hands 
of the French, drew upon their High Mightihef- 
fes a farther rcmonftrance, which was delivered to Memorial 
therm on the twenty -eighth of November of this P'*^^"'*^*! 
year, by colonclTorke, his Britannic niajcfty's pic- Dutch by 
nipotentiary at the Hague, in the following terms, colonel 
.well calculated to awaken in them a due fenfe of ^l^^^ to 
their own danger, as well as to evince the in- X)ftc»d 
juftjce of the proceedings of the houfe of Aoftria. ^""^ ^*^'** 

* CJonfiderihg the critical fituation which Europe 
.has been in during the courfe of this year, in confe- 
.qucnce of mealurcs concerted to embroil all EOrope 
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An. 1757. the king of Great Britain was willing tO flatten 
himfelf, that the courts of Vienna and VcrfaiWes, 
out of regard to the circumfpeft conduft obferved 
by your High Mightineffes, would have at leafk 
informed you of the changes they have thought 
proper to make in the Auftrian Netherlands. 

* It was with the utmoft furprize the king heard^ 
I that, without any previous confent of yours, and 

almoft without giving you any notice, the coyrt of 
Vienna had thought proper to put the towns of CM^ 
tend and Nieuport into the hands of the French 
fcroops, and to withdraw her own, as well as her ar- 
tilkry ;ind ftores, whilft France continues to fend 
f hither a formidable quantity of both, 

f The conduft of the court of Vienna towards 
his m^efty, is indeed fo unmerited, and fb extraort 
dinary, that it is difHcuJt to find words to exprefs 
it : but whatever fallacious pretexts iht may have 
made ule of to palliate her behaviour towards Eng- 
Jand^'it doth not appear that thpy can b^ ?3f tended 
fo f^r as to e3fcufe (he infringement^ in concert with 
Franfec, of the moft foliemn treaties between her 
find your High Mightincfles. 

* The king never doubted that your High Migh* 
tipeflfcs would have made proper reprefentatfons to 
^he two courts, newly allied, to demonftrate the inr 
j^ftice of fuch a proceeding, and the danger that 
might afterwards refult from it* . 

* your High Mightineffe$ will have perceived, 
f hat your fifencc on the firft ftcp, -encoiiraged the 

• two ^npurfs-, newly allied, to attempt others ; and 
fwhijcjtn fay where they will ftop ? The pretext at 
firft was, the need which the Emprefe-queen ftooil 
fp of the troops for the war kindled in- the empiro,^ 

an4 
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and the Dcceffity of providing for the fafety of thofc An. 1757 
importafic plajccs,. an4 afte^wau'ds of their imagina- 
, ry danger from England. 

' But, High and Mighty Lords, it is but too 
evident, that the two powers, who have taken th«:fe 
incafures in corrcert, have other projefts in view, 
and l^aye made new regulations with regard to that , 
country, which cannot but alarm the neighbouring 
ftates. 

. 'ThelatedemandmadetoyourHighMightirtcfles^ 
of a paffagc for a large train of warlike implements 
Chro* fome of the barrier towns, in order to be fent to 
Oftend andNieuport, could not fail to awaken the 
JCing's attention. The fincerc friendfhip, and pa- 
rity of interefts, of Great Britain and flolland, re- 
quire that they fhould no longer keep filehce, left, 
in the i/Tuey it Ihould be conlidered as a tacit con* 
fent, and as a relinquifhment of all our rights. 

• * The'King commands me, thereforei to recall 
to your High Mightineffcs the two-fold right 
you have acquired to ' keep the Auftrian Nether- 
lands under the government of the houfc of Auf- 
tria ', and that no other has a title to make the leaft 
alteration therein, ' without the confent of your 
High Mightinefles ; unlefs the new allies have re- 
Iblved to fet afide all prior treaties, and to difppfe 
at pleafure of every thing that may fuit their pri- 
vate intereft. 

• * In the treaty between your High Mightinefles 
and the crown of France, figned at Utrecht on the 
^levcQth bf April, one thoufand feven hundred and 
•thirteen, in the fifteenth article, are thefe words : 
•^ It is alfo agr&d, that no province, fort, town, 
Ot city, of the faid Netherlands, or of thofe which 
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An. tfsf' are given up by his Catholic majcfty, fliall cycr be 
ceded, transferred, or given, or (hall ever devolve 
, to the crown, of France, or any prince or princefs 
of the houft or line of France, either by virtue of 
*ny gift, exchange, marriage-contraft, Tucceflion 
by will, or by any other >ritle whatever, to the 
power and authority of the moft Chriftian king, or 
pf any prince or princefs of the houfc or line of 
France." 

' In the barrier-treaty thefe very flipulations arc 
repeated in the firft article: " His Imperial and 
Catholic majefty promifes and engages, that po 
province, city, towni fortrefs, or territory of the 
laid country, (hall be ceded, transferred, given, or 
devolve to the crown of France, or to any other 
but the fucccflbr of the German dominions of th^ 
Jioufe of Aqftria, either by donation, fale, ejc* 
change, marriage-contrafl:, heritage, tcftamentary 
fuccelHon, nor under any other pretext whatfo. 
ever ; fo that no province, town, fortrefs, or terri- 
tory of the faid Netherlands fhall ever be fubjea to 
any other prince, but to the fucceffor of the ftatei 
of the houfe of Auftria alone, excepting what has 
been yielded by the prcfent treaty to the faid lords 
the States General.'* 

* A bare reading of thefe two articles is fuffi- 
• cknx to evince all that I have juft reprefented to 
your High Mightineffes : and whatever pretext 
the couTts-of Vienna and YerfajHes m^y alledge, to 
cover the infra<^ion of thefe treaties, the thing re- 
. mains nevert|ie!efe evident, v^hilft thefe dvo court$ 
ai^ unable to prove, that tjie towns of Oftend. and 
^lieupcrt are not aftuajly in the' power of France. 
}f their dtpgns are juft, or agreeable to thofe trQ%- 

tics. 
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tJcs, they will doubtless not fcruplcj in the leaft, An. 1757. 
to make your High Mightineffes cafy on that head^ 
by openly explaining themfelves to a quiet and pa- 
f:ific neighbour, arid by giving you indifputable 
proofs of their intentions to fulfil the (tipulations of 
the faid two treaties, with regard to the Nether- 
lands. 

' The King hath fo much confidence in the 
good fenfe, prudence, and friendfhip of ybur High 
Mighttnefles, that he makes not the leaft doubt of 
jrbur taking the moft efficacious meafures to clear ^ 
up an affair of fuch importance 5 »and of your being 
pleafed, in concert with his majefty, to watch over 
the fate of. a country, whofe fituation and inde* 
pendqjce have, for more than a century, been re- 
garded as one of the principal fupportsof youi* 
liberty and commerce.* 

' }t does not appear, that this remonftrance had 
the defired effeft upon the States General, who 
were apprehenfive of embroiling thgmfclves with 
an enemy fo remarkably alert in taking all advan- 
tages. The truth is, they, were not only unpre- 
pared for a ppture with France, but extremely 
unwilling to~ forego the commercial profits which 
^thcy derived from their neutrality. 

The king Af Pruffia, about this period, began HisPmf- 
to harbour a fufpicion that certain other powers ^^*^I^|^. 
longed eagerly to enjoy the fame Vefpite from the tcr to the 
dangers and inconveniences of war, and that he ^'^ 
Tan the rifque of being abandoned by his folc pa- ^^J ^ * 
'tron and ally, who feeftied greatly alarmed at his dcclara-^ 
defeat in Bohemia^ and defirous of detaching him- b^-J^^„^* 
Telf from a connexion whifch liiight be produAive irfajcfty. 
pf the moft difagreeable confcqucnccs to his conti- 
*- nental 
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M*>^757« nenul iMereil, Sciiliulated by this optnion, his 
PruQian majcfly' is faid to have written «n expoP 
tulacory f kttcr to the k — of G— B— **, in 
which ht very pl^nly taxes that I9i-r~. with having 
inftigated him to commence hoftilities ; and infifts 
upon his remembering the engagements by which 
he was fo folemnly bound. From the ftrain of this 
letter,: aod the Prufflan's deiclaf ati()n to the Bricilh 
minifter when he firft fct out for Saxony, import- 
ing, thJfct he wis going to fight the k~— of 
IL'-^d'? battles, a notion was generally conoeivcd, 
thflit thofe two powers had agreed to certain private 
pa£U, or conventions, the particulars of which 
* have not yet iranfpired. Certain it is, a declara- 
tbn wat delivered to the Prullian refident at Lon- 
don^ whiobu appears to have been cakulated as an 
anfwer to the letter. In that paper the king of 
Great' Britain declared, That the overtures made 
by his majefty** eleAoi^i minifters in Germany, 
couching the checks received on the continent, 

t The letter^ whieh wa» t\xT\p$ that HDwimpenfi ovef 

written irt French, we have my bead. Ilhoald never liave 

trati dated for the reader^a i^- abandoned the alliance ' of 

tts£iifiu)it. . ^ : * ; Frinte, but kk your flattering 

'M an) informed, that the a^^aqces. i do not now re- 

defign of a treaty of neutrality pent of the treaty I have con-^ 

-' §ot the ek^Uyrate of H^— — r citided with your m — y; but 

U not y^t Ij^id aAde. h h p«f- I expert yoi> will not iiigtot- 

fiWe that your m— y can have rioufly leave me at the mercjr 

fe little -foTtftude and conftan- of my enemies, after having 

• fsr, jis |o .he diipirited by a hkOaght upon me all die forces 

<' ' fm^U revcrfeqf foitune? Are of Eiurope^ X depend upon 

• •' iffairs fo riiinous, that they yom adhering to your repeat- 

• • 4aaAnOt b*' jft^irtd f 1 hop^ ed en^fagements ot the twenty- 

' yoar'ni«^]r will confider the f lethof lift mpnth, and that you 


ep you have made me hazard, will liften tQ np treaty in which 
tnd rement&er that you are I am not comprehended." 


ihcribte isrhfepf tbefe aiisfiir* 
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(hovid have no iri0uence on his majeft^r as king : An. ^757^ 
fthat he faw, in the fame light as before, the perni- 
ciouis effcds of the mnion between the courts of 
Vienna and Verfailles, threatening a fubverficm of 
the whdle fyftcm of public liberty, and of the inde- 
pendence of the^European powers : that he confi- 
dered, a^s a fatal confequc jice of this dangerous con- 
Beftionj the ceflk>n nude by the court of Vienna. 
of the ports in the Netherlands to France, in fuch 
a criticail fituation, and contrary to the faith of the 
moft foleiDn treaties : that, whatever might be the 
fiiccefs of his arms, his majefty was determined to 
ad in conftant concert with the king of Pruflia, in 
employing the moft efficacious means tofruftrate 
the unjuft and oppreflive defigns of their c6mmon 
enemies. He concluded with afluring the king 
pf Pruflja, that the Britifli crown would continue 
to fulfil, with the greatcft pundyality, its engage- 
ments with his Prufljan majefty, and to fupporc 
him with firmnefs and vigour. Such a reprcfcn- 
tation could not fail of being agreeable to a prince^ 
who, at this junfture, flood in need of an extraor- 
dinary cordial He knew he coiild fecurely depend 
not only on the good faith of an Englifli miniftry, 
\ at alfo on the good plight of the Britifli natron, 
wi.ich^ like an indulgent nurfe, hath always pre- 
feoted the nipple to her meagre German allies. 
Xhofcr however, who pretended to confider an4 
canvafs events, without prejudice and prepofleflion, 
eould not hel!|> owning their Furprize, at hearing an 
alliance ftigmatized as pernicious to the fyftem of 
public liberty, arid iiibverfivc of the independence 
pf the European powers, as they remembered that 
tUh alHvice was the efie^l: of neccflity, to which 
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the hdufe of Auftria was reduced, for rts own pre- 
fe'rvation; reduced, as its friends and partifans af- 
firm, by thofe very potentates that now reproached 
her with thefe conncdions. 

His B m-— - was refolved, that the king of 

Pruffia fliould have no caufe to conxplain of his in- 
difference, whatever reafons he had to exclaim' 
againft the convention of Clofter-feven, which he 
did not fcruple to condemn as a very fcandalous 
capitulation, as much as he difapproved of the con- 
duft, in confequence of which near forty thoufand 
men were fo fhamefuUy difarmed, and loft to his 
caufe. 'Thofe ftipulations alfo met with a very un- 
favourable reception in England, where the mo- 
tions of the allied army, in their retreat before the 
enemy, were very freely cenfured, and feme great 
names expofed to the ridicule and contempt of the 
public. This event, fo fingular in itfclf, and lb 
important in its confequences, aitrafted the attf n-, 
tion of the privy council, where it is faid to have 
been canvafTed with great warmth, and animofity of 
altercation. The g — -1 complained, that he was 
reftrifted by peremptory orders from the regency 

of H •, and they were reported to have ufed 

tecriminations in their defence. . In a!l probability, 
every circumftance of the difpute was not ex- 
plained to the fatisfaftion of all parties, inafmuch 
as-.thtit great commander quitted the harv,cft of 
military glory, and, like another Cincinnatus, Re- 
tired to his plough ; from whence he may be one 
day recalled to the didlatorftiip in war, when his^ 
country requires the exertion of his extraordinary 
talents. : ; , . r 
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The convention of Clofte r-feven was equally dif- An. 1757. 
agrteable to the courts of London and Verfailles. ^%- 
The fonpcr faw the eleftorate of Hanover kft, by Soth^b^ 
this capitulation, at the mercy of the enemy, who thccomtt 
had taken poffcflion of the whole country ,. feizcd ^^J^'^i 
the revenues, exa&ed contributions, and changed Wctwim. 
che whole form of govejaimeht, in the name of his 
moft Chriftian majefty : while the French army, 
which had been employed in oppofing the Hano- 
verians, was now at liberty to throw their additional 
force into the fcale againfl: th? king of Pruffia, 
who, at fh^t period, feemed to totter on the verge 
of deftruftion. On the other hand, the French .. « 
xniniftry .thought their general had granted too* fa- 
vourable terms to a body of forces, whom he had 
cooped up in fuch a manner, that^ in a little time, 
they mull have furrendered at difcretion. They 
therefore determined, either to provoke the Hano- 
verians by ill-ufage to an infradion of the treaty, 
or, fliould that be found imprafticable, renounce it 
^ an imperfeft convention, eftablilhed without 
proper . authority. Both expedients were ufed 
without rcferve. They were no fooner informed 
of the capitulation, than they refufed to acknow- 
ledge its validity, except on condition, that the 
Hanoverian troops fboiild formally engage to delif): 
fronri all fertice againft France and her allies during 
the prefent war, and be difarmcd on their return 
to their own country. At the fame Ume her ge- 
neral, who commanded in the ekftorate, exhaufted 
die country by levying exorbitant contributions, 
and connived as fuch outrages as degraded his own 
dignity, and reileded difgrace on the chara(5ler of 
his nation. The court of London, to make a me- 

fit 
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•An. 1757* tit of neceflit^, affe<5ted to cdnfider the convert- 
tional aft as a provifional armHtice, to pave the way 
for a negotiation that might terminate in a general 
peace, and propofals were offered for that purpofe : 
btrt the French miniftry kfept aloof, and feemed re- 
'^ • ftlved that the eleftorate of Hanover Ihotild be 
annexed to their king's dominions. Atkaft, they 
'were bent upon keeping it as a precioias depofi- 
tum, which, in the plan of a general pacificatiorfi 
they imagined, would counterijallance any advan- 
tage that Great Britain mi^ht obtain in other 
jparts of the world. 
The dec- His Bi rtannic majefty was plf afed to fee the ar- 
^ ^^ . titles of the convention fo palpably coittravened, 
motives becaufe the violation unbound his hands, and en- 
Ibr ukiAg abled him, confiftently with good faith, to take ef-^ 
•parms. j^^^^j ^^p^ ^^ ^^ afliftance of his ally, arid the 

recovery of his own dominions. He therefore, in 
quality of eleftor of Brunfwic-Lunenburg, pub- 
lilhed a declaration, obferving. That -his royal 
highnefs the duke 6f Cumberland had, onhii^parr, 
honeftly fulfilled all the conditions of the conven* 
tion i but the duke dc Richelieu demanded, that 
the troops ihould cfnter into the engagenaeht fpeci- 
fied above, and lay do^h their arms -, although it 
was expreffy ftipulated in- the convention, diat they 
fiiould not be regarded as prifoners of \rar, imder 
which quality alone diey could be difarmed : that 
the French court pretended to treat of the conven* 
tion as a IniKtary regulation only ; and, indeed, it 
was originaHy nothing more : but as they had ex- 
prefly difown«d its vididity, and a negotiation had 
been actually begun for dilarming the auxiliaries^ 
upon certain conditions^ thoitgh the^French gene- 
ral 
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Tal woiild • fttver imf^r categorically, but waited **•«»?* 
alvtrays for frefh inftrudlions from Vcri^lks, the 
naturerof that aft was totally changed ; and wkac 
tvas at firft an agreemcitt between general ^nd ge*- 
tieitjil:, was'niow become a matter of ftai^ between 
the twcy- courts of London and Vcriailks : thai; 
iiowevtv hard the conditioAs of the coaveAobn ap- 
peared to be for the troops of ,Ha3)dvcr, his Bri- 
tannic naajefty would have acquicfccd in them, had 
not the French gbringly difcovered. their dcfiga 
of totally .ruining his 2urmy ,. ^i^d his. donrrinions 5 
and, by the moft outrageous, cohdutfi:, . freed his 
Britannic majcfty from. every 'obligation, umkr 
which he had been laid ' by .the ; aooveatioa: 
that in the midft of the wrmiftice, the meftopca 
hoi}:ilitie;s- had been committed : the eaAle of 
Schartzfels had been .forcibly 'fei2:ed and pillaged^ 
and the ! garrif<3)ii laadeprifoners of . war : thepri- 
foners made by the Frendi before the jcqnycntian, 
had not been reftored according to an eiprefs jartt- 
clc ft^)uktcd between the generals, though it had 
been fulfilled on the part of the clcAorate,. by the 
immediate rcleafe of the French prifojiers : jth^ 
baflies of thofe diftridts, firom which the Fnenck 
troops: . were excluded by mutual agreement, had 
been Ibtnmoned, on pain erf" military execution, t0 
appear before the French commiiSary, ^nd com-r 
pcUed to deliver into hjs hands the public revienue : 
the French had appropriated to themfclves piKt of 
thofelraagazines which, by. cxprefs agreement, wer^ 
deftined for die ufe of the ekftoral troops ; and they 
had fcized'.thc .houfcs, revenue, and corn, belonging 
tathc king of England in the city of Bremen, invig-T 
ktbnof their^ngagemeiittQ conlider tlja^tcity as s^ 
wi ~ place 
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■7$>- pkcc ablblutcly free arid ncvicra!. He took nofice 
that they had proceeded to men^U:es unheard of 
among civilized people, of burning, lacking; and 
dcftroying every thing that fcU in their way, (hould' 
the leaft helitation be made in executing the con^ 
vention according to their interpretation. 

Such were the confiderations tliat determined his 
Britannic majefty to rertounce thie agreement which 
they had violated, and have rccourfc tso arms for the 
relief of hisfubjeds and allies'.' It was in confe- 
quence of this determination, t^at he conferred the 
command of his eleftoral army on prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick, brother to the duke of that 
name, who had diftinguiflied himfelf in the Pruf- 
fian army by his great military talents^ and was, by 
blood and inclination; as well as intereft, 'warmly 
attached to his Britannic majefty. 
The duke The dukc de Richelieu was no fooricr informed 
Ken^ex*-*' of thcfe particulars, than he fent a letter to prince 
poitalates Ferdinand, fpecifying, that although for fomc days 
^^}^ he had perceived the Hanoverian troops in motion,- 

Ferdinand in Order to form themfelves into a body, he could 
of Brunf. nofimagine the objedt of thefe movements was to 
infringe the convention of neutrality, .which had 
been eftabliihed between the dukc of Cumber- 
land and himfelf, as French general : that he Wai - 
blinded fo far by his confidence in the good faith 
of the cleftor of Hanover, who had figncd that'' 
convention, as to believe the troops were afiembled 
for no other purpofc than to be diftributcd into 
winter-quarters, which had been afFigncd them by 
the agreemc^nt -, but his eyes were at laft opened, by^ 
repeated advices which he had received froni dl 
quarters, importing, that the Hanoverians intended 

^ ta 
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to infringe thofe articles which ought to b<e facred An. 1757. 
and iiiviolablc : that the king his mailer was ftill 
willing to give frefti proofs of his moderation, dnd 
his defire to fpare the efFufion of human blood : 
with that view the duke declared to his ferene 
highnefs, in the name of his mod Chriftian majef- 
ty, that Jie perfifted in his refolution of fulfilling 
exaftly all the points .of the convention, provided 
they Ihould be equally obferved by the Hanove- 
rian army ; but he could not help apprifing his fe- 
Tene highnefs, that if this army Ihould take any 
equivocal Hep, and ftiU more, Ihould it cpmmit any 
aft of boftility, he would then pulh matters to die 
laft extretnity, looking upon himfelf as authorized 
fo to do by the rules of war : that he would fet fire 
to all the palaces, houfe5, and gardens 5 fack all the 
towns and villages, witTiout fparing the moft incon- 
fiderable cottage,. and fubjeft the country to all the 
liorrors of war and devaftation. He conjured 
his ferene liighnefs to refleft on thefe particulars, 
and begged he would not lay hini under the ne- 
ccffity of talcing fteps fo contrary to his own perlb- 
hil charafter, as well as to the natural humanity of 
the French nation. To this letter, which wag fc- 
conded by the count de Lynar, the Danifli amhafla- 
dor, who had mediated the convention, prince Fer- 
dinand returned a very laconic anfwec, intihiatingi 
that he would give the duke de Richelieu his an-» 
fwcr in perfon, at the head of his, apmy. At this 
particular junfture, the French general was dilpefed 
to abide by the original articles of the convention,^ 
father tham draw upon himGsikt the hollilitiesof an 
army which he knew to be br^ve, refolute, and 
yell j^ppointed, and which he faw at prtfent ani- 
Ntimb. 14. M mated 
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An. 1757 • mated with an eager dcfirc of wipingout the difgracc 
they themfelves had fuftained by the capitulation, as 
well as of relieving their country from the grievous 
opprcflion under which it groaned. 
Proercfs About th^ latter end of November the Hanove- 
ofthcHa^ nan army was wholly aflcmbled at Stade, under the 
novcrian aufpices of prince Ferdinand, who refolved, with- 
^^^' out delay, to drive the French from the eleftprate, 
whither they now began their march. Part of the 
enemy's rear, confifting of two thoufand men, was 
ih their march back to Zell, attacked in the bailiwic 
of EbftorfF, and entirely defeated by general Schuy- 
lenbourg; and, in a few days ^ter this aftion, 
another happened upon the river AUer, between 
tv^ro confiderable bodies of each army, in which the 
Hanoverians, commanded by general Zaftrow, re- 
mained matters of the field. Thefe petty advan- 
tages ferved to encoi^rage the allies, and put them 
in poffeffion of Lunenburg, Zell, and part of the 
Brunfwic dominions, which the enemy were obliged 
to abandon. The operations of prince Ferdinand, 
however, were retarded by the refolution and obtti^ 
nate perfeverance of the French officer, who com- 
manded the garrifon of Harbourg. When the Ha- 
\ noverian troops made themfelves matters of the 

town, he retired into the cattle, which he held out 
againft a confiderable detachment of the allied ar- 
my, by whom it was invefted ; at length, however, 
the fortifications being intirely demolifhed, he fur- 
rendered upon capitulation. On the fixth day of 
December prince Ferdinand began his march to- 
wards Zell, where the French army had taken pott, 
under the command of the duke de Richelieu, who, 
at the approach of die Hanoveriaos^ called in his 

« 4 advanced 
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advanced parties, abandoned fcveral magazines, An. 1757- 
burned all the farm-houfes and buildings belonging 
to the fliccp-walks^ of his Britannic majefty, with- 
out paying -the leaft regard to the reprefentations 
made by prince Ferdinand on this fubjedt ; rcduccid 
the fuburbs of Zell to afhes, after having allowed 
lus men to plunder the houfes, and even fet.fire to 
the Orphan-hofpical, in which a great number of 
hclplefe children are faid. to have perilhcd. One 
cannot, without horror, reflect upon fuch brutal 
a£ts of inhumanity. The French troops have, oa 
divers occafions, and in different parts of the end- 
pire, afted tragedies of the fame nature, which are 
not ealily reconcileable to the charader of a natioa 
famed for fentiment and civility. The Hanove- 
rians having advanced within a league, of Zell, the 
two armies began to cannonade each other -, the 
French troops j)ofted on the right of the AUer, 
burned their magazines and retired into the town^ 
where they were fo ftrongly intrenched, that prince - 
Ferdinand could not attempt the river, the piafles 
of which were ftrongly guarded by the enemy. At 
the fame time his troops were expofed to great 
hardfliips from the feverity of the weather; he, 
dierefore retreated to Ultzen and Lunenburg^ 
where his army was put into winter -quarters, and 
executed feveral fnmall enterprizes by detachment, 
i^ile the French general fixed his head-quarters ia 
the city of Jianover, his cantonments extending 
as far as ZcU, in the neighbourhood of which many 
ftiarp fkirmiihes were fought by the out-parties, The Ha- 
with various fuccefs., S" 

Their Imperial majcfties were no fooher apprized difmifled 
of thcfc tranfadtions, which they confidered as in- ^^ ^i^ 

Ma fra^aions 
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M^ >757- fradions of the convention, than they lent an into- 
mation to the Baron de Steinberg:, cnini&er to cte 
kingof Great- Britain a&eleftor of Hmavtr^ that 
he (houid appear no mwe at court, ©r confer with 
their minifters •, and that his refiding at Vienna* as 
he might cafily conceive, could not be very agree- 
able : in confequence of which mcffage he retired^ 
after having obtained the neceffary pafiports for bi& 
departure. The chagrin occafioned at the court of 
Vienna by the Hanoverian army's having reccuf fe 
to their arms again, was, in fome meafure, ^levi« 
ated by the certain tidings received from Pctelrf- 
burgh, that the Czarina had figned h)er acceflion, in 
fcrm, to the treaty between the cotsrrts of Vienna^ 
Verfailles, and Stockholm, In ciofi^ig our account 
of this year's tranfadlions on the Continent, we 
may cbferve, that on the fixteenth day of Novem- 
ber, the queen of Poland died at Berlin of an apo- 
plexy, fuppofed to be occafioned by the (hock fht 
received on hearing that the French wei^e totally 
defeated at Rolbach. She was a lady of exem- 
plary virtue and piety, whofeconftitution had been j 
broke by grief and anxiety conceived from the ! 
diftrefs of her own family, as well as from the mU 
fery to which (he faw her people expofed. Wich 
Fefpeft to the EurdJ)ean powers that were not ac- , 
tually engaged as principals in the war, they i'eem*- 
ed induftrioufly to avoid every ftep that might be 
conftrued a deviatiort-i'mnx: the moft fcrupulous 
neutrality.' The Stated- Generat^proc^eded with 
great cireumfpeftion, in the middle cotrrfe between i 
two powerful neighbours, equally jealous and for- ! 
midable ; and the king of Spain was gratified for ' 
his forbearance with a convention, fettled between, ^ 
• ^ - ^ him ! 
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fcim afld the beffigerant powers, importing, that Axi.17^7, 
his fufcjc&s flMnild purftie their commerce at fea 
without' mokftation, provWed thejr Ihoiild not 
traaa^ort thofe articles of merchandize which were 
deemed contraband hy^ all nations. 

The opcratiaiaB at fea, during the courfe of diis Tranlac 
year, either in Europe or America, were far fvwa tion* at 
being decifiTe or important. The commerce ' 
tf Grear Britain fuftained confiderable damage 
from the a&ivity and fuccefs of French privateers, 
pf which a grcarnumber had been equipped in the 
ifliands of Martinique and .Guadalupe. The Green • 
trich Ihip trf wax, mounted with fifty gums, and si 
ftigateof twency, fell into the hands of the enemy, *^ 
together witJi a very confiderable number of trad- 
iRg veflels. On the other hand, the Englifh 
ceui&rs and {privateers' acquitted themfekes with 
cquai vigilance and valour. The Due d'Aquit^ine* 
a krge ihip of fifty guns; was taken iii the month 
ctf Jimo by two Briciib fbipi oi \*:ar, after a fevere' 
Cttgagcmentv md about the ianie time the Aqui- 
hm^of neajdy the fiume force, iv^ driven on fliore 
aoddcftcoyed near Breftr b^ the Antelope, one of * 
the BritKh ccuifcrs. A French frigate of twenty- 
fix gunsy called the Efneraude, was taken in the 
channel, after a warxn engagerhent, by an Englifh 
flrip of inferio*' force, under the command of cap- 
lain Gifchrift, a gallant and alert officer, who, in 
die fequcl., fignaiized himfclf on divers occafions, 
by veiy extraordinary a6b of valour. All the fca- 
officers feemed to be animated with a noble emula- 
eon, to diftinguifh themfelves in the ferviceof theii; 
country ; and the fpirit defcended even to the cap- 
tains of privateers, who, inftcad of imitating the 

~M 3 . former 
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An. 1757. former commanders of that clafs, in avoiding ihipts 
' of force, and centering their whole attention in 
advantageous prizes, now encountered the armed 
fliips of the enemy, and fought with the mxA (rt>- 
ftinate valour in the purfuit of national glory. 
Fate of Perhaps hiftory cannot afford a more remarkable 

D^A? inftance of defperate coxirage, than that which %as 
exerted in December of the preceding year, by the 
officers and crew of an Englifh privateer, called the 
Terrible, under the command of captain William 
Death, equipped with twenty-iix carriage guns, 
and manned with two hundred failors. On the 
twenty-third day of the month he engaged, and 
made prize of a large French fhip from St. Do- 
mingo, after an obftinate batde, m ^ich he loft his 
own brother and fixteen feamen : then he fecured 
with forty men his prize, which contained a valua* 
ble cargo, and dire&ed his courfe to Engl^nid ; but 
in a few days he had the misfortune to fall in with 
the Vengeance, a privateer of St. Malo, carrying 
thirty-fix large cannon, with a complement of three 
hundred and fixty men. Their firft ftep was to 
attack the prize, which was eafity. retaken^ then 
the twoihips bore down upon tht Terrible, whole 
main-maft was fhot away by the firft broadlide^ 
Notwithftanding this di^er, the Terrible maia« 
tained fuch a furious engagement againft both as can 
hardly be paralleled in the annals of Britain. The 
prencH commander and his fecond were kiUed> with 
two-thirds of his company 5 by t the gallant captain 
Death, with die greater part of hi§ officers, and 
almoft his whole crew, having met with the fame 
fate, his fliip was boarded by ^e enemy, who 
fovrid no more fhan twenty- fpc pfrfong j^livc, Gjg^ 
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teen of whom were mutilated by the lofs of leg or An. 1757. 
arm, and the other ten grieveufly wounded. The 
Ihip itfelf was fo fhattered that it could fcarce be 
kept above water, and the whole exhibited a fcene' 
of blood, horror, and defolation. The vidor it- 
felf lay like a wreck on the furface •, and in this ^ 
condition made fhiftj with great difficulty, to tow » 
the Terrible into St. Malo, where fhe was not be- 
held without aftonifhment and terror. This adven- 
ture was no fooner known in England, than a libe- 
ral fubfcription was raifed for the fupport of 
Death's * widbw, and that part of the crew which 
furvivcd the. engagement. In this, and every fea-^ 
rencounter that happened within the prcfent year, 
the fuperiority in (kill and refolution, was afcertaincd 
to the Britifh mariners : for even when they fought 
againft great odds, their* courage was generally 
Crowned with fuccefs. In the month of Novem- 
ber, captain Lockhart, a young gentleman, who 
had already rendered himfelf a terror to the enemy, 
as commander of a fmall frigate, now added confi- 
derably to his reputation, by reducing the Me- 
lampe, a French privateer of Bayonnc, greatly fu- 
pcrior to his (hip, in nyjnbcr of men and weight of 
metal. This exploit was fcconded by another of 
the fame nature, in his conqueft of another French 
adventurer, called the Countefs of tiramont ; and 
a third large privateer of Bayonne was taken by 
captain Saumarcz, commander of the Antelope. 
In a word, the narrow feas were fo well guarded, 

* There was a ftranee com- commanded by captain Deaths 

InnatiMi of names belonging whofe lieutenant was called 

to. this privateer, the Temble, Devil, and who had one Ghoft 

r^uipped at Execution-Dock, for his furgeon. 

M ♦ - ti« 
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An. 1 75 7. that in a little time fcarcc aprcnch fliip durft appear, 
in the Englifh channel, which the Britifh traders 
navigated without moleftation. 

On the firft day of December the king of Great 

Britain opened the feflion of parlianaent with a 

His ma- Ipeech froo^ the throne,, which feemed calculated 

jelly's iQ prepare the nation for the expencc of maintain- 

tiie open- '^^& ^ ^^^ war on the continent pf Europe. Hi& 

ing of the majefly gracioufly declared. That it would have 

parUa-^ ' given him a mod fenfibk pleafure to acquaint 

ment. them, at the opening, of thefeifion, that his fucceik 

in carrying on the war had been equal to the jufticc 

of his caufe, and the extent and vigour of the mea.- 

lures formed for that purpofe. He expreffed the 

firmeil confidence, that the fpirit and bravery a£ 

the nation^ To renowned in aU times, which had 

formerly furmounted fo many difficulties, were not 

to be abated by a few di(appointments, which, he 

truited, might be retrieved by the blcfling of God, 

and the zeal and ardaur of his parliament for his 

majefty's honour and the advantage of their coun-« 

try. He faid it wa& his determined reiblution ta 

apply his utmoil: eflbrts for the fecurity of his 

kingdoms, and for the recovery and protedioa of 

the poiTeflaons and rights of his crown and fubjeds 

in America, and elfewhere, as well by the ftrongeft 

exertion of his naval force, as by all other methods.. 

He fignified,, that another great ofage£b, which he 

had at heart, was the prefervation of the proteflant 

. religion,. and the liberties of Europe; and, in that 

view, to encourage and adhere to his allies. For 

this caufe, he alTured them, he would decline no 

inconveniences 5 and, in this cadfe, he earneftly fol- 

licited their hearty concurrence and vigorous affift* 

ance* 
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ance, Heobfenred, that the late figiwlfucccfs in Ma?}* 
Germaay had given a happy turn to afS»irs, wluch 
ix, was iocumbent on them %o improve ; and that, 
in fuch a critical conjunftvreji the eyes of all Eu^ 
rope, were upon them^ He .particularly recom-» 
mended to them^ that hU good brother and ally 
the king of Pruffia mjgjit be fuppqrted ia fiich ^ . 
manner, as his tiiagnanimky and a^ve zczl fbr tho 
conunon caufe appeared to defcrve. To the comh 
iDons he exprefied bis concern, that the hurg^ f^f^t 
plies they had already granted did not produce. all 
the good fruits they bad reaibn to cxpeft ^ but h^ 
had fo great a reliance on thdr wiiHom, aiS not ta 
doubt of their perfevcrance- He only de&cdfucli 
lipplics.as Ihauld be nqcelTary for the |>uhjic fcr^ 
vice;, and told them they might depend ttpdm it, ^ 

that the. befi; and moil faithful oeeoAomy fhould be 
ufed. He took notice of that fpirit of difi^rder 
which had, (hewn itfelf among the common people, ^ 
in fome parts of the kingdom : he laid injun^iona 
upon them to ufe their endeavours for difcouraging 
and fupprefling fuch ahufes, and for maintainaiig 
the laws and lawful authority. He concluded wiili 
obferving^ that nothing would fb eSefbuaUy coaNr 
duce to the defence of all that was dear to< the na* 
tion, as well as to th^ reducing their enemies to 
reafon, as union and harmony among themiclives. 

The tinae was when every paragraph of thi$ Remarks 
harang^ie, which the reader will perceive is not rc^ harangue, 
markabk for its elegance and propriety, would 
have been c^mvafled and impugned by the country 
party in the houfe of conruaaons. They would have 
imputed, the bad fuccefs of the war to the indifcrc-p 
tion of the miniftry, in taking prcpofterou& mea* 

furcs. 
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An- 1757* fures, and appointing commanders unequal to the 
fervice. They would have inquired in what man- 
ner the proteftant religion was endangered j and, 
if it was, how it couM be prcferved or promoted 
by adhering to allies, who, without provocation, 
had well nigh ruined the firft and principal protef- 
tant country of the Empire, - They would have 

' ftarted' doubts with refpcft to the late fignal fuccefs 
in Germany 5 and hinted, that it would only ferve 
to protraft the burden of a continental war. They 
would have owned, that the eyes of all Europe 
were upon them -, and drawn this confequence, 
that it therefore behoved them to aft with the 
more delicacy and caution, in difcharge of the facred 
truft repofed in them by their conftituents : a truft 
which their confciences would not allow to be faith- 
fully difcharged, fhould they rufti precipitately into 
the deftruftive meafures of a rafh and prodigal 
miniftry, fquander awa^ the wealth of the nation, 
and add to the grievous incumbrances under which 

' it groaned, in fupport of connexions and alliances 
that were equally foreign to her confideration, and 
pernicious to her intereft. They would have in- 
veftigated that caufe which was fo warmly recom- 
mended for fupport, and, pretended to difcover 
that it was a caufe in which Great Britain ought to 
have had no concern, becaufe it produced a cer- 
tainty of lofs, without the leaft profpcft of advan- 
tage. They would have varied effentially in their 
' opinions of the ncceflary fupplies, from the fenti- 
mcnts of thofe who prepared the eftimates, and 
even declared fome doub,ts about the ceconomy to 
be ufed in managing the national expence : finally, 
^ey would have reprcfented the impoffibflity of 

vwon 
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union between the two parties, one of which fecmcd Aa, 1758. 
bent upon reducing the other to beggary and con- 
tempt. Such was the ftrain that ufed to flow from 
an oppoficion, faid to confift of diQoyalty and dif- 
appointed ambition. But that malignant fpirit was^ 
now happily extinguiftied. The voice of the f— ^n 
was adored -as the oracle of a divinity; and thofe 
happy days were now approaching, that few the 
commons of England pour their treafi^res, in fup- 
port of a German prince, with fuch a generous 
iiand, that pofterity will be amazed at their libeja* 
iity. 

To the fpecch of his majefty the houfe of lords 
returned an addrcfs, iri fach terms of complacency 
as had long diftinguilhed that illuftrious aflcmbly. 
The commons exprefied their approbation and con- 
fidence with equal ardour; and not one objeftioa 
was made to the form or nature of the addrefs, 
though one genderaah, equally independent in his 
mind and fortune, took exceptions to fome of the 
meafures which had been lately purfued. 

. Their complaifance was more fubftantially Ipcci- Snppliet 
fied in the refolutions of the houfe, as foon as the ^Jbc 
two great committees of fupply were appointed. toTffn«Mi^ 
They granted for the fea-fervice of the enfuing 
year fixty thoufand men, including fourteen thou • 
fend eight hundred ^nd forty-five marines ; and 
the ftanding army, . comprehending four thoufand 
invalids, was fixed at fifty- three thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-feven efFeftivc men, commif- 
fion and non-commiflion officers included, for 
the maintenance pf thefe forces, by fca and land, 
the charge of guQ.rds and garrifons at home and 
ilbroad, the cxpence of th^ ordnance, and in or- 
der 
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^»^^7S9^ idee to make g^^od the ium which had beftti MSocd 
b]f bis qis^ffiy's orders, mpuiffuaQCe of th&addreft 
fpGm the cpQiin^oQS, they now iiU<^ted four mtt- 
lipfis twenty -two thoufand eigiic hundred acid /even 
pauad$ fcvieo fhilliags and tWee peiKXc They 
UBanimoiiny grainted^ as a preTeat fupply in tbc 
then critical exigency, towa^ enabling his ma^ 
jefty to m^ntain and keep together the army 
formed laft year in his eleftoral dominions, and 
jthjsn again piK in niotioo, and a<%uaUy enftploye^ 
Sgainft the common enemy, in concert with> the 
king of Pruffia, the fum of one hundred thoufand 
pounds.: for the o^dixfary ef the navy, including 
half pay to the fea- officers, they allowed two hua«- 
diied twenty-four thoufand four hund^'cd twenty* 
one pounds Eve ftiiUings ai^d eight peixce : towards 
thfi building aud fupporjt of th4; three hoipitals for 
feamen at Gofport, Plymouih, ai>d Greenwich^ 
thirty thoufai^d pounds : fojr ^he reduced officers 
pf the Und-^fprces and mairines, penfioi)s to ^ 
widows of officers, amd other fuch military conein*^ 
genc-ies, forty thpuiand niue hundred and twenty- 
fyn pounds fcveBteen ffiiHipgs and eleven pence : 
tpwarda building, rebuilding, and repairs of hl^ 
jn^efly*s flaips for the enfuing year, the fum of 
two hundred thoufand pounds : for defrayi^ the 
charge of two thoufand one hundred and t^wentjr 
liorfe, and nine thoufand nine hundred inf^try^ 
togetiher with the general and ftafF officers, the 
officers of the hofpital and the train of anillcry, 
being the troops of the landgrave of Hefle-Caflel 
in the pay of Great Britain for lixty days, together 
with the fubfidy for tl^e faid time, purfuant tx) 
treaty, they alTigned thirty-eight thoufand three 

. hun- 
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Imndred and Ibcty pouads nineteen &iilings sad .^' '7S^ 
ten pence three farthings. To the fovuidimg Jnctf* 
fk^l diey .gave fbriy . thoufand pcttnds^ for tfao 
snakitenance and education of defemed ^mingdifl*- 
dfi^n, ^s well as for the reception of ati. ftich ai 
ihould be prefented tinder a certam . aj^, to be 
limited by the goreriaors and guardians o£ that 
eharity* Thrce hundred th^uiand pounds wnno 
^ven towards diicharging the debt of the navy ^ 
and two 'hundred eighty-four thoufiind eight hurn- 
djed and two pounds for marking up the dj^cieircy 
of' the grants for the fervice of the precedkig ycar^ 
The kndgrave pf Hcfle-Caflcl was, moreover, gra-^ 
tified with the further fum of two hundred and 
three thoufand jfive hundred and thirty-fix. pounds 
four ftiillings and nine pence one fardimgy for the 
maintciiance of his forces, and xbe rertwiinder of hit 
fubfidy. They granted fix hundred and fewcnty 
thoufand pounds for enabling 'his majefty to make 
good his engagements with the kiwg of Pnaffia^ 
purfuant to a convention ktely conchadedwithithar 
potentate. For defraying the change of diictf ^ 
eight thoufand men of the troops, of Hanover^ 
Wolfenbuttle, Saxe-Gotha, and the count of Buck* 
bourg, together with th^ of general and ftatf»> 
officers, adfcually employed againft the comnfxm 
enemy, in concert with the king of BnalSa, frort* 
the tweftty-eighth dayof -Novembor in the hlb, t^ 
the twenty-jfourth of December in the |>refc»t yteUr 
iRcltifive, to be iflfued in advance every tw> 
months, they allotted the fum of four hundred ^an^ 
fixty-three thoufand eighty-four pounds -fix ftiil^ 
iings and ten pence; and furthermore they graritei 
three^ hundred eighty-fix thoufand nine hundfcfl 

and 
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At* «7$'* and fifteen pounds thirteen (hillings and two pence; 
to defray the charges of forage, bread- waggons^ 
train of artillcryj provifiorts, wood, ftraw, and afl 
other extrtordinary expences, contingencies, and 
loffcs whatfoever incurred, or to be incurred^ on 
account of his majefly's army, confifting of thirty- 
eight thoufand men, adually employed againft the 
common enemy, in concert with the king of Pruf- 
fia, from November laft to nei^t December inclu-^ 
five. For the extraordinary expences of the land-^ 
forces, and other fervices, incurred in the courfe of 
the laft year, and not provided for by parliament^ 
they allowed one hundred forty five thoufand four 
hundred fifty-four pounds fifteen (hillings and one 
farthing. They provided eight hundred thoufand 
pounds, to enable his majefty to defray the like 
film raifed in purfuance of an aft made in the laft 
feflion of parliament, and charged upon the firft 
aids and fupplies to be granted in the current ief- 
fion. Twenty-fix thoufand pounds were beftowed 
on the out-penfioners of Chelfea-hofpital ; above 
twenty thoufand for the expence of maintaining 
the colonics of Nova Scotia and Georgia : for re- 
imBUrfing to the province of MafTachufet's Bay, 
and the colony of Connefticut, their expence ia 
furni(hing provifions and ftores to the troops raifed 
by them, for his majcfty's fervice, in the campaign 
of the year one thoufand fcven hundred and fifty- 
iix, die fum of forty-one thoufand one hundred fe« 
Tenteenpounds feventeen (hillings and fix pence half- 
penny : to be applied towards the rebuilding of Lon- 
don-bridge, carrying! on the works for fortifyingand 
fecuring the harbour of Milford, and repairing the 
pariih-church of St. Margaret in Wcftminfter, they 
i ' ^ al- 
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^iBotted twenty-nine thoufand pounds. The Eaft- An- lyjl. 
India company were indulged with twenty thoufand 
pounds upon account, towards enabling them ta 
defray the expence of a military force in their fet- 
dements, to be maintained by them in lieu of the 
battalion of his majcfty's forces withdrawn from 
thofe fettlements : the fum of ten thoufand pounds 
was given as ufual, for maintaining and fupporting 
the Britiih forts and fettlements ou the coaft of 
Africa ; and eleven thoufand four hundred and 
fifty, were granted as an augmentation to the fala* 
ries of ths judges in the fuperior courts of judica* 
tare. They likewife provided one hundred thou- 
land pounds, for defraying the charge of pay and 
cloathing to the militia; and advanced eight hundred 
thoufand pounds to enable his majefty to defray any 
extraordinary expences of the war, incurred, or to 
be incurred for the fervice of the current year ; and. 
to take all fuch m^afures as might be neceflary to 
difappoint, or defeat, any enterprizes or defigns of 
his enemies, as the exigency of affairs might re^ 
quire. The whole fupplies of this fefllon amounted 
to the enormous fum of ten millions, four hundred 
eighty-fix thoufand four hundred fifty-feven pounds- 
and one penny. 

Nothing could fo plainly demonflrace the impU- OUemi* 
cit confidence which the parliament, at this jundurc, ^^ ^ 
repofed in the fovereign and the miniflry, as their gnmtt^ 
conduct in granting fuch liberal fupplies, great 
part of which were bellowed in favour of our Ger- 
man allies, whom the Britifh nation thus generoufly 
payed for fighting their own battles. Befides the 
fum of one million, eight hundred fixty-one thou- 
fand, eight hundred nioety-feven pounds, four fhil- 

. lings 
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A«. 1756/ lings and eight-pence, cxprcfly afligned for the fup- 
port ttf thefe continental connexions, a fum confi- 
derably exceeding the whole of the revenue raifed 
in the reign of the fecond Charles, and what part 
of the fum granted to the king for extraordinary 
expences, might be applied to the fame ufe, the 
article might not improperly be fweHed with the 
vaft €xpence incurred by expeditions to the coafl: 
of F^at^e, the chief, if not fole defign of which 
fcemed to be a diverfion in fevour of the natiotfs 
allies in Germany, by preventing France from 
fending fuch numerous armies into that country, 
asitcould have fpared, had not its fea-coafts required 
a conCdcrable body of forces for its defence ags^inft 
the attempts of the Engfifti. Indeed, the parti- 
fens of the m -y were at great pains to fug- 

geft and inculcate a belief, tiiat the war in Ger- 
many was chiefly fupported as a neceffary diver- 
fion in favour of Great Britain aA£l her plantations,' 
which would have been expofed to infult and inva- 
fion, hfed not the enemy's forces been otherwife 
cnjployed- Jktt the abfurdity of this notion wifl 
at once appear to thofe who confider, that by this 
time Great Britain was fole miftrefs of the fea -, that 
the navy of France was almoft ruined, and her 
commerce on the ocean quite extinguifhed ; that 
fliC c<niM not, with the leaft prolpeft of fuccefs, 
hsLZWfd any expedition of confequcnce again ftGreat 
Btitain, or any pfirt of her domimons, while the ocean 
was cowred with fuch powerful navies belonging 
to that nation ; and that if one-third part of the 
money, annually ingulphed in the German vortex, 
had been employed in angmcnting the navalforces 
of England, • and xhofefbrccs properly exerted, not 
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% fingle crurfer would have been able to ftir from ^' '75'* 
the harbours of France % aU her colonies in the 
Weft-Indies would have faU^n an cafy prey to the 
arms of Great Britain ; and thus cut off from the 
refources of commerce, flie muft have been con- 
tent to embrace luch terms of peace as the vid^or 
/hould Have thought proper to prefcribe.. • 

, The funds eftablifhedbl the committee of ways Funds for 
and means, in order fo realize^thofe articles of fup- J«fing the 
ply, confifted of the malt-tax, the l^nd tax . at "PP^^^* 
four Ihillings in the pound, fiims remaining in the 
exchequer produced from die finking fund,' fout" 
rtiiUiqns; five hundred thoufand pounds to be raifed 
by annuities,' at: three pounds itn (hillings .per 
cent, per ai^n. and five hundred thoufand pounds 
by a lottery, attended with annuities redeemable 
by parliament, after the rate of three pounds g^jp 
cent, per ann. thefe Several annuities to be transfer- 
able at the bank of England, and charged upon a 
fund to be eftabliftied in this fcffion of parlia- 
ment for payment thereof^' and for which the fink- 
ing fund Ihould be a collateral fecurity *% one mil- 
lion 

■■ I III ■ I ■ >i ■■■■ «■ ■! ■ I I ■ I I K I III n III , 

• It was enafted, That eve- three pounds per cent, to fcom- 

ry perfoa fubfcribing for ^vk ' iiience from the firft day of Ja- 

litindred pottnds,.fhoald be in- huiiry, in the year o^e thou- * 

titled to foiir hundred and fifty fatid {even hundred and fifty- 

in annuities, and fifty pounds in nine ; and that the fum of four 

lottery tickets, and foinjpropor- millions five hundred thou- 

tion for a greater or leiTer fum ; fand pounds, to be raifed by 

that the lottery ihould confift annuities, (hould bear an in- 

Y>f tickets of the value of ten tereit after the rate of three 
pounds each, in a proportion ' pounds ten ihillings per cent, 

not exceeding eight blanks to from tlie fifth^day of July ia 
a prise; the blanks to be of the prefeht year, whicn atinu- 

the value of fi)t pounds each ; ities Ihould ftand reduced to 

the blanks and prizes to bear three pounds per cent, after 

an intereft after the rate of the expiration of twenty, ifba^ 

NtrM». XV. ' ' \ N years. 


194 HISTORY b^ ENGLAND. 

Tin. 1758. 4jon fix livindrtd and fiiit thoufand and feventy-fii 
pounds, five fhillings, onfc' penny one farthing, if- 
fued and a;ppHed out of fucK monies as ftiouid, or 
niigRt ariie from the furj)luiresj exceffes, and othe^ 
revenues -compofing the finking ftind v a tak of 
one ftiilling in thcpbnhd ttibt inniially p^id froth 
' all falaries', fees, and t)erC[tiifitc» of o&kits and cm^ 
plbyments in Great HritaBn, and froni alt pchfians 
arid other g^ratuities payable but of any revenues be- 
iongirtg to his rhajefty in Great Btitlin, eicceedihg the 
yearly value 6f one htJndred pbund^;> ait iri:ipofr- 
tion oi one Ihilling annually upon every dwelling?- 
houfe inhabited withiff the kingdom of Great firi- 
taih, over arid above all other duties already charge- 
able upon them, to cbnimeiicc from the fifth dzf 
of April i ari additibrial tax of fix-pence pearly 
for eveiy window or light in every d#eUihg-hoiifi 
inhabited ih Britain, which fliall cdhtain fifteen 

. m~ ^ , ■ t »■ . • 

yxm% and afterwapcls Bcrcr jdmetofach fervicea jas IhottlA 

dcemable in the t^holf ,, or in then have beeo voted bjr the 

"part, by films not kfs tVan five houfe of coAimons ift this fefr 

huhdrfed thQufand jpoiihd'e at* iion of parii^ment» ihd jidi 

fij^ time, fix months notice othcrvvife : that any fubfcriber 

navinff been firft eivcnof fuch payine: the whole, or any part 

payments refpedlively ; , tbajt of his fublcrijjtioi? previous to 

a,r>y fuofcriber might, oh q^ |he days appointed for the. r^J^ 

before Ihe twenty- nimli day of pediye 'payfne*it?> mpuld .6e 

ilprll, imake a depoilt of teA altowed ^ diicoiint/ at th'e rat^ 

Spunds pcrcent/phliich futns a9 of three p^r cehu from the 

^ ^fliouldchopfe tp (ubfgribe ^o- days of fuct .refgc^Kye pay^ 

wards raifingthefefivpmiflibps, jnents to tie r^Q)ediye. tiinesi 

yylth tie cafliiers of the banlc, on which fqch payments werj 

iV.afec^irity/Gr his future pa^7 diredled to bq made j and that 

ments^pn the days apppjnted all pcrfons who fhould ih^k^ 

Jbr tnat pn'rpole : tha; the la- jtheir full payments on the faid 

vj:raj,fpms ib received |)jf the lottery, ftiouid teceiye thpir 

c^fhim, ihburd bep'ayedinto tickets as foon as thejr, could 

ipje jcceigt. of the excfecgier, be convcaiently inade out. 


t^ be applied from tiBie..to 


wffidows 
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HfriftdoW^ or upward;' a continuation of certain An. 1 75*1 
adls near c^iring, with rtcfpe<9: to the duties pay*' 
able on foreign fail-cloth imported into Great Bri-^ 
tain ; ' ttie ^x|l)Ort3tion: of firitifli gunpowder ; the 
ifecwing and encowigBig the trade of his majefty*» 
fugar colonics in America, and the impowering the 
importers and proprietors of fpirits from the Britifh 
fugar phintitions, to knd them before payment of 
the duties ^of excife, and to lodge them in ware*^ 
hoofes at their 6wn expence*, an annual tax of 
forty fttfHngs for a licence to be taken out by 
every petfon trading in, felling or vending gold or 
Giver plate,' in lieu of the duty of fix- pence per 
feunce on sfil fllver plate, made or wrought, or which 
ought- to be touched, aflayed, or marked in thU 
kingdom, which duty n6w ceafed and determined; 
a ceflktion of all drawbacks payable on the expor- 
tation o^filver plate ; a law prohibiting all perfoni- 
fmm feffihg by retail, any fweets or made wines,, 
witheyut firft having procured a licence for that 
•purpofe 5 and a k>an, by exchequer- bills, for eight 
fcundi^ thoufana pounds, to be charged on the 
firft aids "to be granted in the next feffion of par- 
'lament. Thefe pro^ifions amounted to the fum of 
eleven m'fflions feventy-niiie thoufand feven hun-. 
dred and twenty- two pounds, fix fliillings and ten- 
pence, exceeding the grants in the funi of five 
hundred ninety-three thoufand two hundred and 
fixtyfive pounds, fix fliillings and nine-pence v 
fo that the nation had reafon to hope, that this 
iurplus of above half a million would prevent any 
demand for deficiencies in the nekt fefilon. By thefe 

cc^ious grants of an h — fe of d ^, whofe 

compkufance knew no hounds, the national debt 

N 2 was, . 


tg6 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

An. r75«- was, at this junfturcrfw^Ued to the aftoniihing 
fum of eighty -fevcn milHons three hundred fixty- 
feven thoufand twohundried and ten pound$» nine- 
teen fliiHings and ten-pence farthing ; a load that 
would liave cruflied the natixMaal credit of any other 
ftate in chrrftendom, 
Meflage The iiberalicy of the p — '— t was like the rock 
from the \^ ^)^^ wildemers, which flowed with the wdcon^e: 

k— • to the 

houfe of ftrcam when touched by the rod of Mofes. Tho 
comuDons. prefcnt fupply which the Commons granted for the 
fijbfiftence of the Hanoverian army, was^ in pur- 
fuance of a mcflage from his majefty, communi- 
cated to the houfe by Mr. fecretary Pitt, impprting. 
That the king had ordered his cfe6tof|il %rmy to be 
put again into motion, that it mighc a^ with 
vigour againft the common enemy, in concert with 
his good brother and ally ,the king of Pruffia j that 
the exhauft;ed and ruined ftate of the eleftorate> 
having rendered it incapable of maintaining that 
army, until tht further neceflfary charge thereof, 
as well as the mo-e particular meafures then con- 
certing for the efFeftual fupport of his Prp^^an ma- 
jefty, could be laid before; the houfe, th^ .king re- 
lying on the conllant ?eaj oif his faithful co.mmonS, 
for the lupport of the proteftant ; religion? at>d of 
tho liberties of Europe, agftinlt the dangerous de- 
figns of IFrance aisd her confederates, found him- 
felf, in the riiean time, under the abfolute neceffity 
of recommending to thehqufe the fpeedy confide - 
ration of fuch a prefent fupply, as might enable his 
majefty, in this critical conjundure, to fubfift and 
keep together the faid army. This addrcfs was no 
fooner recited' by this fpcaker, thaa it was unani- 
moufly referred to the committee of fupply, who 

gratified 
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gratified hw majcfty's wifh with an immediate refo- A>^ ^TS^- 
lutlon^; and^ confidcring their genetous difpofition, 
doubtlefs the fame compliance would have appear- 
ed, even though no mention had' been made of 
the proteftant religion, which, to men of ordinary 
penetration, appeared to have no natural concern 
in the prefent difpute between the belligerant pow- 
ers, although former mi nifters had often violently 
introduced it into meflages and fpeeches from the 
thrdnc, in order to dazzle the eyes of the popu- 
lace, even while they infulted :the underftanding of 
thofe who 'were capable of exrttifing their own 
rcaibn. 

This pretext was worn fo threadbare, that, 
among the fenfible part of mankind, it could no 
rlonger bc.ufcd without incurring contempt and 
•ridicule. In order to perfuade mankind that tbc pro ! 
iteftant religion was in danger, it would have been 
rncceffary to fpecify the dcfigns that were formed ' 
againfl: it, as well as the nature of the confpiracy, 
and to defccnd to particulars, properly authenti- 
cated. In that cafe, great part of Europe would 
have been juftly alarmed. The States General of 
.th€ United Provinces, who have made fuch glo- 
rious and indefatigable efforts in fo'pportof the 
> proteftant religion, would furely have lent an help- 
ing hand towards its prefervation. The Danes 
would not have ftood tamely neutral, and feen the 
religion they profefs expofed to the rage of fuch a 
powerful confederacy. It is not to be imagined 
that the Swedes, who have fo sealoufly maintained 
•the purity of the proteftant faith, would now join 
an afibciation whofe aim was the ruin of that reK* 

V N ^. . gion. 
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An.iJ5«. gion. It is not credible, that ew« tbt'Hvn^' 

rians, v?ho profefa the fame faith, and oithcr.pro* 

, teftant dates of the Empire, would cnl^er fp hearti-? 

ly into'thc interefts of thofe who weretitent upon 

its deftruftion ^ or that the Ruffitos would coniri- 

bute to the aggrandizement of the catholic faith 

and difciplihe, fo oppofite to that of the Greek 

xhurch, which they cfpoufe. As, therefore, no 

particular of fuch a dcf^n was cxplfliiatd, no ^ crif 

oppreflibn towards atoy protbftant ftate or focietjf 

jx^ntedout, except thdft that 'were ejfcrcifcd by 

fthe proteftants ithcmfelvcs ; and a^ -ihe f:ourt df 

Vienna repeatedly difavowed any fuch defign, in 

thq moftfolenm maimer, the unprejudiced part of 

mankind will be apt to conclude, that fhc cryoif 

religion was ufed, as in former times, ti) arouft, 

alarm, and inflame : nor did the ariific^ prOvc al- 

rtogcther unfucccfsfuL Notwithftanding the .gpr 

fneralluke. warmth of the age ia matters of religion, 

it produced confiderablc cfFed: amoog; the fanatic 

fefitaHes that fwarm thtough the -kingdom of Eng;- 

land. The leaders of thofe blind^ cnthufiafts, eitker 

adiiuated by the fpirit bf dclufioii, or defirous of re-: ^ 

comriicrtding themfelves to the protedion of -the 

higher powers, immediately 'fei25cd the hint, expar 

-tilati'ng vehemently on the danger that impended 

• over God's people ; and cxcpting all their faculties 

tb imprefs the belief of a religious war, which 

■ ntver fails to eXafperate and impel the minds of 

men to fuch deeds of' cruelty and revenge as rauft 

» difcredit all religion, and cVen difgrdce hiimanity, 

Thc'fighal truft and confidence whicjh: the par- 
liament of England repofed in the kiog, at this 
' ..junfture, was in nothing liii^e confpicuous than in 

-' ' ' leaving 
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leaving to the crown the unlimited application of ^n. 173^^ 
.the fum graAtcd for augrnentSng the falaries of the Confi- 
Ju4ges. In the reign of king William, when the ^^^^^ [^' ^ 
A& of fettlement waspaflcd, the parliament, jealous, his m— y, ' 

.pf the influence ^yhich the crown might acquire ^»^1* '^- 
ovqr ihe judges, .prpvided, by an exprjefs 'claiile of ^^ fj^^ 

, that Aft, that the compiflions of the judges Ihould rics-of the^ 
fubfift quam diu fe bene g^flerint, and that their J"^8«» 
ialari.es fliould be eftablillied : but how we find a 

ium of mqney granted for the angmentauon of 

^their falari.es, ,and tlie crown veiled with a difcrc- 

.tionary pjowqr to proportion and apply iliis aug- 
rqeatatjon : a ftretch of coraplaifance, which^ how 
fafe foevpr it may appear during the reign of a 

^prince famed for integrity and moderation, will 
perhaps one day be qonfidered as a very dang^roijs 
acceflion to the prerogative. 

So fully perfuaded were the ,m — y that the g ^^^ 
rprtimons would chearfuHy enable them to pay treaty or 

.what fubfidijes they might promife to their German epnveD- 
aliies, that on the eleventh of April they concluded the kine 
a new treaty or convention with his Pruffian ma- Qf Pruffia. 

jcfty, which, that it might have the firmer con- 
fiftcAce, and the greater aud>ority, was, on the part 

. of Great Britain, tranfafted and figned. by almoft 
all the privy counfellors who ^d any fhare in the 
adminiftration *. This treaty, which was figned 

at 


J. 


• Thefe were, Sir Robert dcrnefs, oije of the principal 

Henley, lord keeper of the fecretaries of ilate ; Philip carl 

^ great feal ; John earl Gran- of Hard^icke ( and William 

, yille, prelident of the council ; , Pitt, Efq; another of the prfn- 

Thomas Holies duke of New- cipal fecretaries of (late. In 

caftle, firft commiffionerof the the name and on the part of 

Ueafury : Robert earl of Hoi- his Pruffian majeily, the Sieurs 

^' • • ' - N 4 Dad* 
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An. 1758. at We'ftminfter, imported. That, the contraAing 
powers having mutually refolved to continue their 
efforts for their reciprocal defence and fecurity, 
for the recovery of their poffeflions, the protedtion 
of their allies, and the fnpport of the liberties of 
the Germanic body; his Britannic majefty had, 
from thefe confiderations, determined to grant to 
his Pruflian majefty an immediate fuccour in mo- 
ney, as being the moft ready and rhe moil effica- 
cious : and their majefties having judged itproper 
that thereupon a convention fhould be made, for 
declaring and fixing their intentions upon this 
head, they had nominated and authorized their re- 
fpedive minifters, who, after having communi- 
cated their full powers to one another, agreed to 
th«; following ftipulations. The king of Great Bri- 
tain engaged to pay in the city of London, to fuch 
perfon as (hould be authorized to receive it by his 
* Pruffian majefty, the fum of fpur millions of Ger- 

t man crowns, amounting to fix hundred and feventy 

thoufand pounds fterling, to be payed at once, and 
in one whole fum, intimediately after the exchange 
of ratifications, upon being demanded by his Pruf- 
fian majcftyt This prince, on his part, obliged 
himfclf to apply that fum to the maintaining and 
augmenting his forces, which fhould aft in the beft 
manner for the good of the common caufe, arrd 
for the purpofe of reciprocal defence, and mutual 
fecurity, propofed by their faid majefties* More- 
over, the high contrafting parties engaged not to 

conclude any treaty of peace, truce, or neutrality, 

• ' , / 

Dado Henry, baron of Knyp- tentiary at the court of Loii- 
htiufen, his privy counfellor of don; and Lewis Michel, Kis 
ambufly, aud niiiiiflcr plenipo- rcfiden^aad charge d'affaires. 

nor 
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nor any other fort of convention or agreement, AniiyjS. 
with the powers engaged in the prefent war, but ' 
in concert" and by itiutual agreement, wherein 
both fhould be nominally comprehended. Finally, ' * 

it was ftipulated, that this convention fhould be 
ratified, and the , ratifit:ations exchanged on both 
fides, within the term of fix weeks, to be com- 
puted from the d^y of figning this prefent conven- 
tion, or fooner, if poflible. 

At this jundure, in all probability, the m-^ — y 
of England ima^ried, that the war might be ter- 
minated in one campaign, by a vigorbus exertion 
of the united powers of the con trading parties, 
whofe hands were ftrengthened accordihgly ; but 
thefe fanguine' hopes were not accomplifhed : the 
war continued to rage, and Great Britain to re- 
double her efforts oh the continent; and, (bould 
Ihe adhere to the letter of this treaty, the war may 
be protrafted in German/ Until the people of Eng- 
land Ihill be tired of giving fubfidies for its fup- 
port. . 

All the refolutions to which the committee of 
ways and mearls agreed, were executed by bills, or ' 
claufes in\bil}s, which afterwards received the royial 
lanftion. The militia ftill continued to be an ob- 
jeft of parliartifentary care and attention': but the ' 
inftitution was not yet heartily embraced, becaufe 
fecmingly difcountenanced by the remnant of the 
old miniftry, which ftill maintained a capital place 
in the late coalition, and indeed almoft wholly in- 
grdfled the diftribution of penfions and places. 
The commons having prefenied an addrcfs to his Bill infa- 
majefty, with refpeft to the harbour of Milford- vojir of 
haven, a book of t^sins and cftimates for fortifying \^^^l^ " 
% that 
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An. 175$. ^at harbour was faid before the hoyie, an4 acoic^ 
mittce. appointed to ^xanjine thcpvticulars. i'hey 
«iv^rc of opinipo, that the mouth of the harbow 
yiz& too wide to admit ^ofaiay fortification^ .oj* cf- 
-feftual defence -, but that the p^flage caJled N ai- 
land-point, lying higher than Hubbcrftoneroad, 
might be fortified, ib as to affordfafe riding and 
protection to the .trade and navy of Gi^eat Britain : 
that, if it fhould be thought .proper hcfejrftcr to 
,cftabli(h A yard .and dock for building and equip- 
ping Beets at Milftfrd, ftp jplacc could, from the 
fituation, nature, .fpil, and. a general ?pncyrrencc 
.of all rieceflary local circumftances, be more fitted 
for (uch a defign : jhat if proper ufe wercimade of 
this Yalvnable thfipgh Joiig negleftcd harbour, the 
diftrefsful delays, too pftep embarr^qg and , difap- 
pointing the. n^fttion in her . n^yal operations, might 
be in a great meafure; happily .r^moyed, to the infi- 
nite relref and enlargement pf the kingdom in the 
-means of improving its naval. force-, the ncc^flary 
progrefs and free ' execution of which was npw fo ' 
unhappily and frequently reftrajned apd fruftiated, 
by the want of an harbour like that of Milfoid- 
haven, framed by nature with fuch local advan- 
tages. flPhis report appeared to be fo ,wcU fup- 
ported by evidence, that a ; bill was framed and 
paffed pto an aft, for granting ten - thouiand 
pounds tawards carrying on the wptks for fortify- 
ing and fecurijng.the harbour of Milford, in jtbe 
county of: Pembroke. 

Other laws of national confequence were en- 

aded, in. the courfe of this lefiion, with little or no 

-oppofition. On the very firft day of their fitting, 

the . commons rcceiycd a pe|pion pi the mayor, 

4 xm^- . 
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maglftnatcs, merch^n^s, :and inhabitant of Liver- ;Afi*i7.|l. 
^pool, compl4iniiig of the Wgh price of wjjcat^ m^ RfcguU- 
otber grain; eitpteffing their apivchenfion that it ref^^to 
would co0tij>uc to rife, ualefs the time for xh^e im- corn. 
|K>rution g( fercign cofn, duty frec;^ llioujd he 
^^FolQnged, OF fome other iaiutary ineai^re tak^P 
-by pariiamerit, to pc^vcot dealers from cngroffiog 
-t?orn i fubmitting to %\it wifdoin of the Jioufe, # 
rtotal prohibition of 4iftilUi:^ and expprtir^ gratn^ 
while »the high price fliould continue ; iprayirig 
^(hey would t«k^ the premifes into confideratioQ, 
ta^d gmivt a feafonfthle belief to the, petitioner^, by 
.^ continuance of a free inaportation, and taking 
rfuch other effeft^aLmeans to reduce^the growing 
priqeof corn, as to thcni'ihpuld ftem neceffary and 
:f xpedient This being an urgent cafe, tfiat equal* 
•lyinterefted the humanity of the legiflature and 
fhe manuflftures of the kingdom, it was delibe- 
rated upon, and difcufied with remarkable difpatch. 
In a few days a bill was prepared, paffed through 
both haqfes, and emc&cd into a Uw^ .continuing 
*tiU the twenty-fourth day of December, in the 
;prefent year, the three ads of laft fcflion,; for pro- 
.hibitiag the exportation of corn •, for prohibiting 
-(he diftillacion of fph-its *, and for allowing the im- 
'Porcadim of corn duty free. A.fecond law was 
reftabli&ed, regulating the price and afljze of 
bread, and Jfubjetftingto fcvere penalties thofe who 
.{hould be concerned in its adulteration^ Inconfe- 
quenpe of certain^ resolutions, taken: in a'committee 
rof the 'Whole houf^, a bill was pifefented for prohi- 
biting) the payment of the bounty upon the ok- 
.portai^n of corn, unlefs, fold at a iower price than 
1$ allowed in an a% paikd in the firft y^ar qf the 

reign 
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^^•<7F*-rcign of William and Mary: but this bill, lafter 
^ving beert read a fecond time, and committed, 
was neglcftcd, and proved abortive. ^Certain it is, 
that a? the prefervation and extcnfioh of manufac- 
tures depend in a great mcafure upon the mode- 
rate price of bread, which enables the labourer to 
work for low wages, and his maftcr to fell his com- 
inodity as cheap as it oln be "afforded by the mer- 
chants and manufaftUrbrs of other countries, it is 
li flagrant abfurdity to grant a bounty on the ex- 
portation of corn, when the price is not as low at 
home as abroad ; but it is ftill mofre abfurd to grant 
fifch a large bounty as may enable the exporter to 
ftll it for a fmaller price to foreigners, and riviak 
in commerce, than the Britifti manufaftuper is 
oblige<! to pay for it at home : and this will alwayjs 
be the cafe, when the bounty exceeds the charge 
wd rifque of exportation. • 
KIT fer In coiifequence of a motion made 1^ Mr. Grcei>- 
raccm^t' ^^^^^» a humahC: bill was prepared ;afld brought in 
<?^£eft> . for the encouragement 6f fcamen employed in the 
"'**^* • royal navjFj eftabliihing a regular method for the 
-punftuaV frequent, and certain payment of their 
wages ; enabling them more eaiily and readily to 
remit money foi* the fupport of their wives and fa- 
' ) miiies, and preventing irauds and abufes attend- 

ing fuch payments. This bill, having paflfcd the 
lower houfe, engaged, in a very particularmanner, 
the attention of the lords, who, by divers mef- 
fages. to the houfe of conuiions, defired the at- 
■ tendance of feveral menibers. Thefe me0ages 
being taken into confideration, feveral precedents 
"were recited •, a debate arofe about their formality, 
and the houfe unanimouOy r^f(#ved, thatamefTage 

fhould 
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fliould be fcnt to th.€ Icfrds, acquainting thera^ that ^^i^, 
the houfe of commons, not: bting fiiiEciemly in* 
formed by their mcflages upon what grounds, oi; 
for wh^ purpofeS) the^r Igrit^ips defired the lipuip 
v^puld give leave to fvich of their members^ as were 
named in the faid meiTageSi to attend, the houie of 
lordS) in ofde^i: ^(c►' be r examined upon the &con4 
reading of the bill j^ the cbnjmjDtns looped their lord- 
(hips would make them acquainted with their in- 
tention; The lords, in anfwer to this intinxaaoru 
gave the commons to underft^nd, that they deO red 
the attendance of the members, mentioned ia their 
meflages, that they might hje examined as witncflca 
upon the fecond reading of .thje bill. , This expla- 
nation being deiimed fatisfa4lory, the members at- 
tended, the houfe of lorcjs, ^here. they were care- 
fully a^d fully examinejdj *S perfo^is converfant in 
fea-aftairs, touching the; incqjfiyeniences which had 
formerly attended the feat-lj^jvice, . as well as the 
remedies nqw prppo&d j .ajpd the bill having paffed 
through their' houfe, though nojt without warm op- 
pofition, was ena&ed^anty]i a law, by his majelly's 
aflent4 , How defensive j and imperfeft foever t;his 
a6t may appear to thpfe> who have accurately and 
-maturely conGdered the,fubje4t, it certainly flowed 
from a principle of juftice ^hd humanity j and the 
lalutary efreds of it foon appeared,; in confideraWc 
fums of money which even jtlji^ common feapicn 
remitted' to their poor fatnilies, in different parts of 
Great Britain and Ireland. 

The militia- 2^,. as it pafled in the laft fcffion, Aafor 
being found upon' trial defedive^ Mr. Townlhend f *pl«*^- 
napvcd for leave tOc bring in a new bill to explain,' mffitia- 
amend, and enforce it: this , was accordingly al- aa. 
- - lowied, 
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Jto. lyjf. Icwe^, preffarecft, ^ad pafled im<> a law ; though it 
does not kcm altogether fpce iVora maiferial objcc- 
liOnf?; fomeof which tfrc 6f an alarming nature* 
, ' The power vcfted by law in the crown, over the 
militra, is even more independent than that which 
it cxcrtifcs over the ftar^ng army s for this litk 
expires at the end of the year, if not continued by 
i new a^ of parfiamtiiK ; whereas the nlilitia is 
fubjeftcd to the power cf the crown for the term 
xyf fivfe years, dwing which it may be called out 
mtor actual fervkc without confent of parliament, 
and cpnfeqtiently employed for finifter purpofes. 
A cbttimifTion-officcr-in the* militia niay be de- 
tained, a$ fubjed to the kkicles of wai-, until the 
crown Ihali allow the rtiliti^' to returrt to their re- 
ipc&ivt pariJhes 5 and thus engaged, he* is liable to 
tteath as a mutineefy 6t defefter, *fliould he refufc 
to appear in armsi «id' figKt in fupport of the worft 
meafares of the wdirft mrnifter.- 
Silk-bill Several' merchahts, and maitofa^rers irf" filk, 
protraa- offered a petition*, reprefcnting, that ih confcquence 
of the aft pailed in the kft fefllon, allowing the im- 
portatiofi of fiiie organzin^ It^dian' thrown iilk till 
the lirft day of December, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-fe^wn, they had given orders 
to. their correfpondeftts abroad «> fend large quan-^ 
titles of fuch fdk thro^Gcrmany to Hamburgh and 
Holland, which, ii^the common courfe of things, 
might probaWy hart arrived in London before the 
aft expired, if their carriage had not been protraft- 
ed by the great raiias and inundations in Italy and 
Cermany^ rh the mond^s of Auguft and Septem- 
ber laft,* which rendered the roads for many weeks 
impaflabfc: that from uaUacky accideiMts on ihorCj 

and 
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and ftorms artd cahtrary wind^, after the filk was **• ^7$^ 
Aliped,' it oouH hot pbffibly arrive withm the time 
limited by the aft ; and unlefs it fhould be admit- 
ted to an entry, thiy, the petitioners^ would b4 
gi'eak fiiffcrers, tjfte manufiftures greatly prtju-* 
clicfod, and the good end and purpofe of the aft iti 
a gf cat meafure frtiftrated : they, therefore, prayed 
le^vi to bfin^ in a bill for allowing the introduftioii 
of all fuch fine Italian organzine filk, as fhould 
appear to have been fhippcd in Holland and Ham- 
jburgh for itbndon, on or before the firft day of 
December. The petition teing referred to a com- 
mittee, which reported that thefe allegations were 
true, the hoilfe cohiplited mth their requeft^ and 
the Bill having pafled, was eiiafted into ai law ia the 
ufual form. A fpeedy paffage was likewxfe granted 
to the mutiny bill, arid the other annual meafure 
foir tegulaiting the marine forces, which contained 
nothing new or extraordinary, ^ 

A cbhrirnittee being appointfed to- enquire what Diven 
laws were already expired, or near expiring, they ^^f^^'J^ 
perfoffiicd this difficult talk with iiidefetigable pa-* petuated 
tieace and perieverance ; and, in puffuance of their 
refolutions, three bills wete prepared and pafied 
into laws, continuing fome afts for^ certain time, 
and rendering others perpetual f. • 

The 


t Among thofe rendered George II. (6 prevent the 

pei^tual, we find an aft of breaking down the bank of 

the ijih and 14th of Charles any HVcr ; and another claufe 

JI, for |JTcventing tbeft and in the- fa id aft, to prevent ^b^ 

rafjiire. 'An aft of the 9th of treachetotis cutting of hop- 

Georgfe f. for punifhiii^ per. binds. Several claufes in aft 

fons going armed in difguife. a»!l of the loth of George Ilk 

A daufc inan a^ of the 6th of fiir puniflwng perfons fctang 

' . ■" . on 
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An. ty.jt. , The lord- mayor, aldermen, and commons of the 
Billforthc city of London,, in common-council ailembled^ 
cflon^n l^^^i^g drawn up a petition to. the houfe of c6m- 
Eridge, xTions, alledging, that the toll upoq loaded vefTels, 
or other craft* paffing through •the arches of Lon- 
don-Bridge, granted by a former aft, paffed in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty, for im* 
proving, widening, and enlarging the paflage both 
under and over the faid bridge, was altogether pre- 
carious and infufficient to defray the, expence, in- 
cluding that of a temporary wooden bridge already 
crededj and praying that a bill might be pre* 
pared for explaining an^ renderi'ng that aft effec- 
tual ; a committee was appointed to examine the 


9n fire any mine, &c. The 
temporary part of the aft of 
the 20th pf Georgp IL for 
taking away the hereditary ju- 
Hfdiiuons of Scotland, relating 
to the power of appealing, to 
circoix-courts. Thofe conti- 
nued were, I. An a£l of the 
i 2th of George 11. for grant- 
ing liberty to carry fMgars, &c. 
until the twenty-ninth day of 
September, in the year one 
thoufand . feven hundred and 
iixtv-four, and to the end of 
the next feflicn of parliament. 
II. An aft of the 5th of George 
II. to prevent frauds by bank- 
rupts, &c. for the fame period. 
Iff. An aft of the 8th of Geo. 
II. for encouraging the impor- 
tation of naval ftores, &c. for 
the fame period. IV. An aft 
of the 19th of Geprgc II. for 
preventing frauds in the ad- 
meafurement of coals, &c. un-? 
til June 24, 1759; and to this 
«'&« add^dy a perpetual clauie 


for preventing the dealing or 
defttoytng of madder roots. 
V. A;i.aft of the 9th of Goo. 
II. for encouraging the manu^ 
fafture of BritiBi (ail-cloth un- 
til the twenty-nintli of Septem-; 
ber, one thou&nd feven hun- 
dred and fixty-four. VI. An 
Aft of the 4th of Geok-ge H, 
granting an allowance upon 
Britifh-made gunpowder, for 
thie (ame period. ' VII. An arf 
of the 6ih of George II. en- 
couraging the trade of the fu- 
gar colonies, until the twenty- 
ninth of September, one thou^ 
fand feven hundred and fixty- 
one. And, VIlI. fo much of 
the aft of the ijth and r6th 
of George II. to impower the 
importers, of rum, ^c. as relates 
to landing it before the pay* 
mentof duties, until the twenty- 
ninth of S,eptember, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and iixy- 
four. 

- « «. . . > < 
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tfOrttents, and a bill brought in according to thcif An^ i*rsl^ 
requeft. This, however, was oppofed hy a peti- 
tion from /everal perfons, owners of barges and 
other craft navigating the river Than^es,' who af- 
firmed, that if the bill fliould pa(s into a law as it 
then flood, it would, be extremely injurious to the 
petitioners in particular, and to the.puh|iG in gene-^ 
ral.. Thefe were heard by their covinfel before the? 
committee, but no report was yet given,, when the 
temporary bridge was reduced to afhes. Then the 
mayor, aldermen, and commons of London, pre- 
fcnted another petition, alledging, that in purfu* 
ance of the powers vefted in them by ad of parlia- \ 
ment, they had already demoliftied a good num- 
ber of the houfes on London -Br idge^ and direfted 
the reft that were ftanding, to be taken down with ^ 
alL convenient expedition ; that two of the arches 
might , be laid into one for the improvement of the 
navigation ; that they had, at a very great ex* 
pence, ereAed a temporary wooden bridge to pre- 
fcrve a public paffage to and from the city, until the? 
great arch could be finilhed, which temporary 
bridge being confumed by fire,- they muft rebuild it 
with .the greateft expedition, at a further confide-^ 
rable expence ; that the funi necelTary for carrying 
4>n and completing this great and ufefu! work, in-, 
eluding the rebuilding of the faid teniporary bridge, 
wias cftimated at fourfcore thoufand pounds; and 
as the i mproy ing, widenipg, and enlarging London- 
Bridge, was calculated for the gen'eral good of the 
public, for the advancement of trade and com-, 
merce, for making the navigation upon the river 
Thames more fafe and ftcure ; they therefore 
prayed the houfe to take theprcmifes into confide- 
Kumb. 15. N O ration, - 
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Ajk. 1753. ration. This pecitipn bting recommeifded by his 
iHAjcfty to the cotifideratiott of the houfe, was r€- 
fferred to the committee of fupply, and produced 
the refotution of granting fifteen thoufand pounds 
towards the rebuilding cf London-Bridge. A bill 
wai prepared under the title of. An a6l to improve ^ 
widen, and enlarge the paflage over and through 
London-Bridge, enforcing the payment of the 
toll impofed upon loaded veiTels, which had been 
found extremely burthenlbme to trade ; but thift 
incumbrance was prevented by another petition of 
feveral merchants, tradefmen, and other inhabi- 
tants of the borough of South wark, taking iip- 
tice of the fifteen thoufand pounds granted to- 
wards the repair of London Bridge ; and, as they 
"Wtrt informed, intended to make the faid bridge 
free for all his majefty's fubje£fcs : they faid thejr 
hoped to partake of this public bounty -, but after ^ 
wards hearing that the bill then depending was 
confined to the tolls formerly granted for repairing 
the faid bridge, they reprefented the hardlhips 
which they and all traders would continue to labour 
under i they allcdged, that the furveyors and work- 
men then Employed upon this work had difcovercd 
the true principles on which the bridge was built ^ 
that the foundation of the piers confifted of hard 
durable ftone, well cemenifed together, and now as 
ftrong and firm as when firft built j that when the. 
bridge (hould be finiflied, great favings would be 
made in keeping it in repair, from the fums for- 
merly expended on a miftaken opinion, that the 
foundation was of wood : that therewere very con - 
fiderable eftates appointed folely for the repairs of 
the bridge, which, tliey apprehended, would be 
1 fufficicnt 
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ftiffecient to iftsuntain it without any toll ; or if tkey ^* ?7S** 
ihoutd not be thought adequate to that purpofe, 
they hoped the deficiency would not be made vp ^ 

by a toll upon trade and commerce, but rather by 
an impofition on coaches, chariots, chaifes, and fad* 
die horfes4 This remonftrance made fuch an im* 
prcfl5on'on the houfe, that fevferal amendment^ 
were made to the bill, and an. exprefs claufe added, 
that none of the tolls iitipofed by the aft of the 
tjvcnty-ninth year of his prefent majefly, (hould 
be exacted after next Midfummer. Thus altered 
and amended) it pafTed through both houfes, and 
obtained the royal affenr. 

" The next objeft that engroffed the attention of por tie 
the commons, was a bill for allowing the importa- linporta* ^ 
tion of Jrifti tallow, fuggefted by a petition of fe- irifhtat 
veral tallow-chandlers of London and Weftminfter, low. 
who reprefented that the fcarcity of Britifti tallpw, 
occafioned by a diftemper among the horned cat- 
tle, the rot among the Iheep, and the incj-eafcd 
confiimption of this commodity in the manufafto- 
ry of hard foap, had raifed the price of it fo high 
as to make candles extremely dear: that the con- 
fcqucnce of this dearth was, in the firft inftance, 
feverely felt by the poor, very difcouraging to every 
branch of trade and manufafture, and, by inducing 
great numbers to ufe oil inftead of candles, would 
ultimately prov? detrimental to his majefty's reve- 
nue, and injurious to the landed intereft ; they 
therefore fubmitted to the houfe, whether the free 
iadmiffion of Irifh tallow, the duty on which 
amounted almoft to a prohibitidn, would not, in all 
likelihood, reduce the prefent exorbitant price of 
candks, prevent monopolies in fuch an -effcntial 

O 2 arcicle 
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An. 1758. artkk of the neceflaries of life^ and at the fam« 
.time fecure the duties upon candles to the crown, 
. ivith eafe and advantage to the fubjedt. J he eom- 
^ mittee appointed to take this petition into confide- 
ration, reported their opinion, that the duties th€a 
payable on tallow imported from Ireland, fliould 
ceafe for a limited time. On this refolution a bill 
was founded, and approved by a petition of the 
jmcrchants, tradefmen, and tallow-chandlers of Li- 
verpool and parts adjacent. But another, couched 
in a very different ftrain, was prefented by certaih 
' proprietors of lands, landholders, falefmen, and 
graziers of Buckinghamfliire, alledging, that they 
had fuftained great loffes by the contagious diftem- 
per which raged a long time among their cattle, 
for which the advanced price of provifions had by 
no means been been an adequate fatisfaftion : that 
as the diftemper among the horned cattle had now 
entirely ccafed, and the rot among the flieep was ' 
greatly abated, the petitioners were thoroughly 
convinced, from the daily decreafe of the price of 
tallow, that the markets would be fufEciently 
iupplied without any importation : that fhould the 
bill pafs into a law, the natives of Ireland would be 
enabled to underfell the Englifti in their tallow, as 
they payed no land-tax, and held their farms at 
eafy rates 5 confequently the rents in England muft 
be proportionably abated •, a circumftance that 
would affeft the landed intereft, and be detrimental 
to the revenue. On the other hand, petitions in 
favuur of the bill were brought up from Lfeicefter- 
Ihiie, Lincolnfhire, Nottingham, Taviftock, Nor- 
wich and Canterbury, Coventry and Sudbury, fomc 
of the principal trading towns of England. The 

' ^ bin 
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bill being difcufled in a committee of the whole An. 1758* 
houfe, paflcd without much further oppofition,- 
and was carried to the • upper houfe, from whence 
it never returned; This mifcarriage was the more 
extraordinary, as it appeared from authentic ac- 
counts left on the table in the houfe of commons, 
for the perufal of the members, that the reduftion 
of the price of tallow would occafion a very tonfi- 
derahle faving in the expence of the navy, efpe- 
cially in time of war, and alfo prove advantageous 
to navigation in general, as confidierable quantities 
of tallow are ufed in building and repairing the 
Ihips ^nd veffefs belonging to the merchants : the 
truth i*; all fchemes of national advantage, that 
interfere with the private lucre of individuals, will 
ever be oppofed by fuch as- are aftuated by a nar- 
row fordid fpirit of felfintereft. 

On the fame coaft another bill was wrecked, in- Steps tak- 
tended to permit the free importation of cattle ^^^^^ ^ 
from Ireland, for a time to be limited. A com- theimpor- 
mittce of the whole houfe of commons, after hav- ^*?^" °^ 
ing deliberated upon the laws which prohibit the ^le. 
importation of cattte from -Ireland, the duties upon ^ 

Ikins and hides imported into Great Britain, and 
perufed a variety of accounts relating to this fub- 
jcft, refolved, that there (hould be a free importa- 
tion of cattle from Ireland into Great Britain, for 
, a limited time ; and the bill was p'epared in pur- 
fuancc of this refolution. At the fame time ano- 
ther was brought in for fufpending, for a limited 
time, the duties payable i>n the importation of mw 
hides and calves llcinb from Ireland. Thefe bills 
were fupported by petitions from the merchants of 
Liverpool, Barnftaple, Minchead, Chciler, New- 

O 3 caftle- 
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Aft. 175$. caiUc-upon-TyM^ Glafgow, Edmburgh,' Briftd,. 
fiaverfordwcft, as well as by the tanners of the 
county of Salop, and of the town and county of 
Glouceiber, Some of thefe rcprcfented, that the 
free importation of Jive cattle from Ireland would 
fupply the paftures of England, fo greatly thiiHied 
by the diftempcr ; the price of tallow would be 
lowered ; the cftates much bett^ able to bear and 
pay the taxes \ the kingdom enabled to fupply tl^ 
navy with beef on reafonable terms ; while the 
wicked praftice of fupplying the enemy with pror 
viiion, and fmuggling foap and candles from Irty 
Und, would be in a great meafqre prevented. In 
oppofitipn to all thefe r^monllrances, there was bu^ 
one folicary petition againft the cattle bill, from the 
(herifF and grand jury, gentlemen, proprietors ^ 
land, landholders, and breeders of cattle^ aflem*- 
bled at the great fj^ffions holden for the county of 
]Penibroke, alledging, tliat the free importation <4 
cattle from Irrfand would be attended with very 
^^ing coniequences to the general landed inte* 
r^ft of the kingdom % and exprefling their hc^ 
|;hat, as the nation was engaged in an expeniitFc 
war, towards the fupport of which the landed in- 
^ereft bore fo great a proportion, the prefent junc- 
ture would not be thought a pmper time to weaken 
^hat ijiter^ft, by pafllng a bill of ib fatal a tenden- 
py, the evils of which were fo fenfibly felt in ^ 
formjer reign, that no few^r than. four very fcvere 
|a^s were pjjffed for their prevention. Though this 
rerponftrance produced no efFeA in the hou^ of 
commons, it feems- to have had fome weight wH& 
|kc lords, ^niong wl^on^ the bi|l was drof)ped. 

■ ' ' ' The 
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The other houfe perceiving the difpofition of An. 17^8. 
their lordfliips, defifte4 from proceeding on the gjnfo, 
JbiU for difcontinuing the duties payable on the im- theimpor- 
portation of faw hides from Ireland, though no j^^^°" ^^^^ 
xjbjeftion had been darted againft it from any part and butt#i 
of the kingdom. Ncverthelefs, intent upon taking ^^^^ ^- 
ibme meafure of this kind for the relief of the poor, 
and the benefit of commerce, they examined the 
accounts, Specifying the prices which had, for a fe- 
rics of years, been payed, in vjftualling the navy •, 
and prepared a bill, permitting for a limited time, 
the importation of fatted beef, pork, and butter, 
from Ireland* This, after having excited warm de- 
bates, and undergone divers amendments, made 
its progrefs through both houfes to thethrdne, 
:wheFe it obtained the royal fan(5tion ; and fureiy np 
law could be more juft, feaibnable, or better cal- 
culated for tKe intereft of the kingdom in general : ' 
it muft naturally have put a itop to the perniciou^t 
pradice of fupplying the enemies of the nation 
with the means of life ; and likewife prevented 
fuch an exorbitant increaCb in the price of provi* 
iipns through th^ ujijsted kingdom of Great Briuin, 
as might have proved fatal to thofe manufaftures, 
on which the natipo^ wealth and commerce prin- 
cipally depend*. • 

Thp 

V ^ ^ •- ... 

* The parllpieit and na- BritlQi nation looked upon with 

tion, about this pieriody CKhi- fuch jealous ^eyes, that chiefl^r 

blted a remarkable proof of with a vieiy to difcourage this 

their profound regrd to bis new inftitution, ^n «A was 

f ruffiaji jnajeftytf That prince pailed, retraining the pradice 

had a few vears ago eCbablifhed of making infurances on fo- 

an Eaft-India company at Emb- reign (hips, bound to or from 

den, which at that time the the Eail-Indies > an a^t that 
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Claufc re- 
lating to 
the fettlc- 
inent pf 
feryants. 
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TJicintercft of the manufafkureswas alfo confuked 
in an aft encouraging the growth of madder, a plant 
eflentially neceffary in eying and printing calUcoes, 
which may be raifed in England without the leafl: 
inconvenience. It was judged, upon enquiry, that 
the moft efFedual means to encourage the growth 
of this commodity, would be to afcertain the 
tythe of it, and a bill was brought in for that purr 
pofe. The rate of the tythe was eftabliftied at 
five ftiillings an acre •, and it was cnadted, that this 
law fhould continue in force for fourteen years, and 
to the end of the next feffion of parliament ; but 
wherefore this encouragement w^s made tempos 
jrary, it is, not eafy to determine. 

The laws relating to the popr, though equally 
;iumerou& and opf)reffive to the fubjeft, having 
been found defeftive, a new claufe relating to xht 
fettlement of fervants and apprentices, was now 
added to an aft paffed in the twentieth year of the 
prefent reign, intituled, An aft for the better adr 
jufting and. more eafy recovery of the wages of 


favoured more of national 
pique than a genuine zeal for 
the true interelt of Great Bri- 
tain. At that time the k*—^ 
o£ P — ?-— was €onnedted vfith 
France, and his character apr 
peered in no favourable light 
to the fubjedls of Great Britain 
|n general : but now the na- 
tion had taken him into its bo- 
fdm as an ally, he was meta- 
znorphofed into a hero : his in- 
tereft and that of Englarid be- 
came common and reciprocal 3 
^nd the profped pf rivallhip and 
competition between the two 
pad-India companies, vanifh- 
f4 Uk^ a morning drgain. 


Embden being at this jundlure 
in the hands of the enemy, a 
Pruflian fhip, returned from 
China, found protedlion in. the 
^ort of Pl}Tnouth : the Eatf- ' 
Indiar company of England 0^ 
fered to purchafe the cargo ; 
but as this fale would have 
been exprefly contrary 4»an 
a£t of parliament, they found 
intcreft fufficient to procure a 
bill repealing that ad, v^hich 
accordingly pafTed into a law 
without oppofition ; and the 
cargo of the PVuffianfhip found 
a good market in a port of 

Great Qritaln. 

' '. ■ ^' ♦^ 
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certain fervants, and of certain apprentices. No An. 1758; 
country in the uniVerfe can produce fo many, laws 
made in behalf of the poor, as thofe that are daily 
accumulating in England : in no other country is 
there fo much money raifed for their fupport, by pri- 
vate charity, as well as public taxation • yet this, as 
much as any country, fwarms with vagrant beggars, 
and teems with obje(5l:s of mifery and ' diftrefs j d 

fure fign either of mifconduft in the l*-~ ^rc, 

or of fhameful relaxation in the executive part of 
the civil admin iftratioo. ' 

- The fcen?s of corruption, perjury, riot, and in- Aft afccr- 
temperance, which e^ery eleftion for a member of |^J*"J^ii^ 
parliament had lately produced, were now grown fication rf 
fo infamoufly open and intolerable, and the right ^^^^S' 
of voting was rendered fo obfcure and perplexed 
by the pretenfions and proceedings of all the candi- 
dates for Oxfordlhire in the laft eleftion, that the 
fundamentals of the conftitutibn feemed to IhaRe, 
and the very effence of parliaments to be jn dan- 
ger. Aftuated by thefe apprehenfions. Sir John 
Philips, a gentleman of Wales, who had longdif- 
tinguiflied himfelf in the oppofition, by his courage 
and independent fpirit, moved for leave to bring in 
a bill that (hould obviate any doubts which might 
arife concerning the eleftors of knights of the 
fhirc, to ferve in parliament for England, and fur- 
ther regulate the proceedings of fuch eleftions. 
He was accordingly permitted to bring in fuch a 
bill, in conjunction with Mr. Townlhend, Mr. 
Cornwall, the lords North and Carysfort ; and in 
the ufual courfe the bill being prepared, was 
enaSed into a law under the title of, " An a6k 
for further ejcplaining thc;laws touching the elec- 
tors . 


?ll 
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Ab. 175I tow of knights of the flxirc to ftrvc in parlia-e 
mem for that part of Great Britain calkd England/^ 
The preamble fpecified, That though^ by an aft 
pafled in the eighteenth year of the prefent reign,, 
it was^ provided, that no perfon might vote at the 
eleftion of a knight or knights of a (hire, within 
England and Wales, without having a freehold- 
eftatc, in the county for which he votes, of the 
ckar yearly value of forty fhillings, over and above 
all rents and charges, payable out of or in refpeft 
to the fame ; neverthelefs certain perfons, who 
hold their eftates by copy of court-roll, pretend to 
a right of voting, and have, at certaintimes, pre* 
fumed to vote at fuch elections : this a£t therefore 
ordained, that from and after the twenty-ninth day 
of June, in the prefent year, no perfon, who holdf 
his eftatc by copy of court- roll, Ihould be intitk4 
thereby to vote at the ele&ion of any knight or 
knights of afhire within England or Wales; bu( 
every fuch vote fhould be void, and the perfon fo 
ypting ihould forfeit fifty pounds to any candidate 
for whom fuch vote Ihould not have been given, 
and who ihouM firil fue for the fame, to be recp-' 
vcred with full cofts, by aftionof debt, in any court 
of judicature *. So far the adt, thus procured, 

: ^ 

a£led contrary to this a£l, 
without mentioning die writ 
of fuQimons to parOaausnt, or 
the return thereof; and> upon 
trial of any ifluc, the plaintiff 
iOiouId opt be. obliged to pcove 
the writ of fummons to par- 
liament, of the return thereof, 
ox any warrant or aathority to. 
0^ iberiff upaa aoy iiadi writ : 

that 


• For the more eafyreco- 
vory of this forfeit, it was en- 
n^ied^That the pbintiff i« fuch 
a^on might only fet forth, in 
the declaration or bill, that the 
dffefudaAt was indebted to him 
in the fum of fifty pounds, aU 
iedgine the offence for which 
the fu^t ihould he brought, 
vid that th« defendant had 
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may be attended with falMtary confequences : but» ^ •7$*'» 
in aU probability^ the intention of its firft oiovers . 
]^nd patrons was noc fuUy anfwejxd ; inalmmrh at 
no proviGon was made for putting a ftop to that 
Ipifit d^ licence, druriken&efsy and debauchery, 
vhich pnevails at almoft every elefticMi, aiid has a 
very pernicious efitd upon the morals of the 
people. 

Among the bills that mifcarried in the courie of Bill for 
this fefiioD, feme turned on points of great confe- *^ !?°7 
quence to the community. Lord Barrmgton, \y aumn* 
Mr, Thomas Goee, and Mr. Charles Townfliend, i«g. ^^ 
were ordered by the houfe lo prepare a bill for the ^^'^ 
fpeedy and efiedual recruiting of his majefty's land- 
fonces andjnarines, which was no mooe dum a 
tranfcript of the temporary aift pafled in die pre- 
c^ng ie0ioii under the lame titk ; but the majo^ 
rity M^ere aver& to its being continued for another 
year, as it was attended with fome prejudice CD the 
liberty of the fubjed. Obje&ions of the fame na- 
ture might have been as juflfly Itarted againft an<- 
other bill, for the more cfieAuaQy manning of his 
majefty's navy, for prevcniing deiertion, and for 
the relief and encouragement of feamen belonging 
to ihips and velTds in the lervice of the merchants. 
The purport of this projed was to eftabbfli regi* # 
fl:ers or mufter- rolls of all ieamen, fiihero^n, ligh*^ 
termen, and watermen -, obligisg ihipmaften to 
leave fubfcribcd lifts of tlieir refpedlive crews a^ 

that every fock a^ion fhould or he nonftnted^ or kave judg- 
be commenoed within nioe meiit giveo againft him^ t£e 
months after the fad commit- defendant ihpuJd recover trebk 
ted; andthat, if theplaimifF cofts. 
f^9}M ^fcanqny Ms adtion, ^ ... 

offices. 
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An. 1758. offices, maintained for that purpofe, that arCcr-' 
- tain number of them might be chofcn by lot for 
his majefly's fervice, in any cafe of emergency/ 
This expedient, however, was rcjedcd as an un- 
neceflary and ineffedual , incumbrance on com- 
merce, which would hamper navigation, and in a' 
little time diminifh the number of feamen;, of con- 
fequence a6t diametrically oppofite to the purpofe 
fbr which it was contrived. 
Motion Numberlefs frauds having been committed, and 

to efta- inceffant lawfuits produced, by private and chndef- 
bliihpab- tinc conveyances, a motion was made, and leave 
te«r given, to form a bill for the public regiftering of 
^ all deeds, conveyances, wills, and other incum- 
brances, , that might affedl any honours, 'manours, 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, within the 
kingdom of England, wherein public regifters were 
not^ already appointed by a£t of parliament : but 
this mcafure, fo neceflary to the afccrtainment and 
poffeflion of property, met with a violent oppofi- 
tion; and was finally dropped, as fome pjeople ima- 
gine, through the influence of thole who, perhaps, 
had particular reafons for countenancing the pre- 
fent myfterious forms of conveyancing.. Such a 
bill mull alfo have been difagreeable and mortify- 
ing to the pride of thofe landholders whofe cftates 
were incumbered, becaufe, m confequence of fuch 
a regifter, every mortgage, under which they la- 
bound, would be cxadly known. 
Bill re- The next vjbjeft to which the houfe converted, 

fthmon- i^^ attention, was a bill explaining and amending a 
gcrs. late aft for eflahliftiing a fifh rrarket in the city of 

Weftmin:ter. and preventing fcandalous monopo- 
lies of a few engroffing fifhiiionger$,.wha .mpofcd 

exor- 
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cxorbiuat prices on their fifb, .and^ in this particu- ^"- ^7if* 
lar branch of trafEck, gave law to above fix hun- 
dred thouf^nd of their fellow-citizens. Abundance 
of pains was taken to render this bill effedkual^' 
for putting an end to fuch flagrant impofition In- 
quiries were made, petitions read, counfel heard, 
'and alterations propofed : at leng.h the bill, having 
.pafTed through the lower houfe, was conveyed to 
the lords, among whom it Wiis JufFered to expire, 
on pretence that there was not time fufficient to 
deliberate maturely on the. fubjeft. 

The occafion that produced the next bill, which frocced- 
mifcarried, we (hall explain, as an incident equally t^f ^^^^f 
extraordinary and interdling. By an a£t paffed in habeas 
the preceding feffion, for recruiting his majefty'i corpus, 
land-forces and marines, we have already obferved, 
that the cpmmifljoners, thereby appointed, were 
vefted with appwer of judging ultimately whethcf 
the perfons brought before them were fuch as" 
ought, by the rules prefcribed in the aft, to be im- 
prefled into the fervice : for it was exprefly pro- 
vided, that no perfon, fo imprefled by thofe com- ^ 
miflioners, ftipuld be taken out of liis myefty*^ 
fervice by any procefs, other than for fome criminal 
accufation. During the recefs of parliament, a 
gentleman having been impreffcd before the com- » 
miffioiiers, and confined in the Savoy, his friends 
made application for a habeas corpus, which prp.- 
.duced fome hefitation, and indeed an infurmount- 
able difficulty : for, accX)rding to the writ of habeas 
.corpus, pafled in the reign of the fecond Charles, 
this privilege relates only to perfons committed tor 
criminal, or fuppofed . criminal matters, and the 
gentleman did not ftaixd in that predicament. Bc- 
2 • ' * *forc 
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All. i;s8. fore the queftion could be determined he was dif- 
charged, in confcquence of an application to dte 
fccretary at war ; but die nature of the cafe plainly 
pointed out a defeft in the ad, (eemingly of the 
moft dangerous confequence to, the liberty of the 
fobjeft. , In order to remedy this defefb, a bill for 
giving a more fpeedy remedy to thfc fubjeft, upon 
the writ of habeas corpus, was prepared, and pre* 
fented to the houfe of commons, which formed it-- 
felf into a committee, and made feveral amend- 
ments. It imported, that the feveral provifions 
made in the aforefaid a6t, pafled in the reign of 
Charles II. for the awarding of writs of habeas cor- 
pus, in cafes of commitment, or detainer, for any 
criminal or fuppofed criminal matter, fhould, in 
like manner, extend to all cafes where any peribn, 
not being committed or detained for any criminal 
or fuppofed criminal matter, fhould be confined, or 
feftrained of his or her liberty, under any colour or 
prj^tence whatfocver : that, upon oath made by fuch 
perfon fo confined or reftrained, or by any other on 
his or her behalf, of any actual confinement or re- 
ftrainc, and that fuch confinempnt or reftraint, to 
the bcfl of the knowledge and belief of the perfon 
fo applying, was not by virtue of any commitment or 
detainer for any criminal or fuppofed criminal mat- 
ter ; an habeas corpus, direfted to the perfon or 
perfohs fo . confining or reftraining the party, as 
aforefaid, fliould be awarded and granted in the 
Tame manner as is directed, and under the fame pe- 
nalties ai are provided by the faid aft, in the cafe 
of perlbns committed and detained for any crimi- 
nal or ruf>pofed criminal matter : that the perfon 
pr p^rfons before whom the party fo confined or 

re- 
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rtftramed Ihoidd be brought, by virtue of any ha- Axl «75*« 
beas corpus granticd in the vacation- time, under the 
authority of this a6t, might and (bouid, ttrithlit 
three days after tht return made^ prooeed to exa- 
mine into the fa<fts containied in fuch return, and 
into the caufe of Asch confinetnent and reftnaiiit ; 
and thereupon either difeharge^ or bail, or remand 
the parties fo brought, as the cafe (hould require, 
and as to juftice fhouid appertain. The reft d 
the biil related to the return of the vmt in three 
days, and the penalties incurred by thofe w|io 
fttould negleft or refofe to make the due return, 
qr to comply with any other claufe of this regular 
tion. The commons feemed hearty in rearing up 
this additional buttrefs to the liberty of their fdlow- 
fobjefts, and pafled the bill with the moft laudaWc 
. alacrity : but in the houfe of lords fuch a great 
number of objeftions was ftarted, that it funk at 
the fecond reading, and the judges were ordered to 
prepare a bill for the fame purpofe, to be laid be- 
fore that houfe in the next fcffion. 

His majefty having recommended the care of SciemfcHi 
the foundling-hofpital to the houfe of commons, ^^^^^ ^ 
which chearfully granted forty thoufand pounds iing-ho(^' 
for the fuppbrt of that charity, the growing annual pital. 
expence of it appeared worthy of further con fide- 
ration' ; and leave was granted to bring in a biH 
for obliging all the parishes of England and WaloiB 
to keep re^fters erf" all their deaths, births, an4 ^ 
marriages, that from thefe a fund might be rttifed 
towards the fupport of the faid hofpital. The bill 
was accordingly prepared by a committee appoint- 
ed for the purpofe ; but, before the houfe could 
take the report into confideration, the parliament 

was 
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Att. 1758. was prorogued. The nation was no< great lofer hy 
tl\is miibarriage ; for the fcheme of the bill was to 
lay a very grievous impofmon, extending even to 
the remoteft county, as well as to the lowed of the 
people, V in favour of a partial charity, which, in 
all appearance, will overfhoot the purpofe for which 
it was eftablilhed, promote idlencfs and profligacy, 
difcourage niatrimony, and prove an enormous bur-* 
then on the commonwealth. 
Fetiuon The proprietors of the privateer called the An- 
owncrsof. tigallican, which had taken a rich French fhip 
the Anti- Jiomeward-bound from China, and carried her into 
my^^ X^adiz, where theSpanilh government' had wrefted 
her by violence from the captors, and delivered her 
to the French owners, now prefented a petition to 
the houfe of commons, complaining of this interpb- 
fition as an aft of partiality and injuftice ; reprefent* 
ing the great expence at which the ptivatcer had 
been equipped, the legality of the capture, the 
lofs and haVdfliips which they the petitioners had 
fuftained, and imploring fuch relief as the houfe 
fhould think requifite. Though thefe allegations 
were fupported by a fpecies of evidence that feemed 
ftrong and convincing, and it might be thought in- 
cumbent on the parliament to vindicate the honour 
of the nation, when thus infulted by a foreign 
power 5 the hqufe, upon this occafi6n, treated the 
petition with the moft mordfying negledl, either 
giving little credit to the ajTertions it contained^ 
. gr unwilling to take any ftep which might at this 
juncture embroil the nation with the court of Sp^in^ 
on fuch a frivolous fubjeft. True it is, the Spa« 
nifh government alledged, in their own juftifica- 
tion, that the prize was taken under thie guns of 

Coruiv- 
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Corunna, infomuch that the (hot fired by the pri- An. 1758. 
vateer entered that place, and damaged fomc 
houfes: but this allegation was never properly 
fuftained, and the prize was^ cercaioly condemne4 
as legal by the court of admiralty at Gibraltar. 

As we have already. given a detail of the trial of Addrefs 
Sir John Mordaunt,vit will be unneceflary to reca- commons 
pitulate any circumftance of that affair, except on die 
fuch as relate to its connexion with the proceed- c"-^^t^; 
ings of parliainent. i In the beginning of thisfef- Mor- 
fion the -^lord Harrington, as fccretary at war, in- ^^^^^* 
formed the houfe, by his majefty's command, 
that lieutenant-general Sir John Mordaunt, a mem- 
ber of that houle, was in arreft, for difobedience of 
his majcfly's orders, while employed on the late 
expedition to the coaft of France. The commons 
innmediately refolved,' That an addrcfs fhould be 
prefented to his majefty, returning him the thanks 
of this houfe for his gracious meflage of that day, 
in the communication he had been pleafed to make 
of the reafon for putting lieutenant general Sir 
John Mordaunt in arreft. 

. Among the various objecfls of commerce that Petition 
employed the attention of the houfe, one of the [I the ^ 
moft confiderable was the trade to the coaft of African 
Africa, for the proteftion of which an annual fum ^°"*P^"^ 
had been granted for fome years, to be expended 
in the maintenance and repairs of caftles and fafto- 
ries. While a committee was employed in per- 
ufing the accounts relating to the fum granted in 
the preceding felFion for this purpofe, a» petition 
front the committee of the African company, re- 
cortimended in a meflage from his majefty, was 
prefented to the houfe, foliciting further afliftance 
Numb, 15, » ' P . for 


ti6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND* 

Art. 1758. for the cnfuing yiar. In the mean tinic a remon^* 
(trance was offered by ccitain planters and mer- 
cfcants> incerefted in and trading, txx tink Bridib 
' fugar-colanies in America^ alledging, that the price 
of negroes was greatly advanced^ fince the forts and 
itttlements on the coaft of Africa had bden undec 
the direftion of the committee of the compinjr xif 
merchants trading to that coaft; a circtimitince 
that greatly diftreffed and alarmed die pbtitioners^ 
prevented the cultivation of the Brifiilh colonies, 
and was of great detriment to the trade and mvh- 
gation of the kingdom : that this misfortunt, they 
believed, was in ibme meafure owing to the rain- 
ous ftate and condition of the forts and fctrie- 
rrtehts : that, in thefr opinion, the mdft efieftual 
method for maintaining the intcreft of dial trade 
on a rcfpedtable footing, next to that df an incw- 
porated joint-ftock company, would be patting 
thofe forts and fettlements under thfc ftdfc direaibci 
of the commiflioners for trade and plantations i 
that the prefervation or ruin of the Amei^^^n lugar- 
colonies went hand in hand with that of the flave- 
trdde to Africa : that, by an aft paflfed in the yev 
one thoufand feven hundred and fifty, for extehd- 
fng and improving this trade,^ die Briti(h fub}ct5ts 
were debarred from lodging their flivcs and rae»- 
chandize in the forts and fettlements on the coaft : 
they therefore prayed, that this part of the afli 
might be repealed : that all commanderis of Britiih 
and American vefftls, free nierchafits, and iail other 
his majefty's fubjefts, who were fcttled,» or might»^ 
at any time thereafter, fettle in Africa-, Ihotild have 
free h berry, from fun- rife to, fun-fet, to enter the 
forts and fetdements, and to depofit their goods 

andL 
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tthd merchandize in the warelioilfes thereunto be- *"• ^7S^* 
longing ; to fecurc their flaves^ or other purchafcj^ 
without paying any confidefatiDn for the fsime; 
liut the flaves to be viduallcd at the proper coft 
and charges of their 'refpedive bwners. The houfe 
having taken this petition into confideration, in- 
quired into the proceedings of the company^ and 
tcvifed the aft for extending afid improving the 
trade to Africa, rcfolved. That (he committee of 
the African company had faithfully discharged the . 
truft repofcd in them •, and granted ten thoufand 
pounds for maintaining the Britifh forts and fettle- 
jtnehts in that part of the world. Without all 
doubt, the conimittee had executed their truft with 
fidelity in expending the fum graotied by parliar 
tncnt : but every perfon, acquainted with the great • 

importance of the African trade, will reflcft with 
aftoniftiment, that although the forts and fettle- 
ments, upon which that conin^rce intirely depends, 
cannot poffibly be maintained in a pofture of de- 
fence for the annual fum granted by parliament^ 
and therefore are altogether untenable j and it is ' 
plain, to demonftration, that the addition of five 
thoufand pounds to the yearly allowance, wbuld^ 
render it fufficient for the lupport of the caftles, 
and the fecui'ity of the trailers; the who'.e com-v 
mercc to the coaft of Guinea, fo beneficial to the 
Britifh mahufaftures, and fo cJBcntial to the very 
being of the fugkr- plantations in the Weft Indies, 
hath been, for a feries of years, expofed to the mc^v 
imminent danger of total ruin, by witholding fuch 
a paultry fum ; while millions are laviihed away, 
without iiemorfe, upon fchemcs of unavailing con- 
queftt and objeifls that have fcarce the flighteil 

P 2 con- 
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An. 1758. connexion with the interefts of Great Britain-. The 
tntmy were perfeftly well acquainted with the 
weaknefs of the Britifh caftles on the coaft of Afri- 
ca-, and' had they known as well how to execute 
withfpirit as to plan with fagacity> the attempt 
which, in the courfe of the preceding year, they made 
upon the principal Britifh fort in Guinea would4iave 
fucceeded, and all the other fettlements would have 
fallen into their hands without oppofition -jr. 
Endea- The longeft and warmeft debate which was 

to° TOi?"^^ maintained in the courfe of this fefflon, arofe from 
a motion for leave to- bring in a bill for fhortening 
the term and duration of future parliaments ; a 
meafure truly patriotical, againft which no fubftan- 
tial argument could be produced, akhough the 
motion was rejeftcd by the majority, on pretence, 
that, whilft the nation was engaged in fuch a dan- 
gerous and expertfive war, it would be improper to 
think of introducing fuch an alteration in the form 


trafl the 
duration 
of parlia- 
ments. 


t Robert Hunter Morris re- 
' prefented, in a petition to the 
houfe, that as no fait was made 
in the Britifh colonies in Ame- 
rjca, they were obliged to de- 
' pend upon a precarious fupply 
. of that commodity from fo- 
reigners; he therefore ofFsred 
to undertake the making of 
marine-fah at a moderate price 
in one of thofe colonies, at his 
own rifque and charge, pro- 
vided he could be fecured in 
. the enjoyment of the profits 
v/hich the work might pro- 
duce, for fuch a term of years 
. as m(ght feem to the houfe a 
proper and adequate compen- 
fation for fo great an under- 
taking. The petition was or- 


dered to lie upon the table; 
afterwards read,- and referred 
to a committee, which how- 
ever made no report— A cir- 
cumftance not eafily accounted 
for, unlefs we fuppofe the houfe 
of commons were of opinion, 
that fuch an enterprize might 
contribute towards rendering 
our colonies too independent 
of their mother-country. Equal- 
ly unaccountable was the mif- 
carriageof anotlier bill, brought 
in for regulating the manner 
of liceniing aJe-houfes, which 
was read for the firft ti|iie ; but 
when a motion was made for 
a fecond reading, the queftion 
was put, and it palTed in the 
negative. 
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•of government. Reafons of equal ftrength. and A«. 1758. 
folidity '^iir never be wanting to, the patrons and 
minifters of C — n^ndV- . The al- 

teration propofed, was nothing elfe than removing 
and annulling an encroachment which had been 
made on the cqiiftitution : it might have been ef- 
fefted M'ithout the leafl: pang or convulfion, to 
the general fatisfaftion of the nation : 'far from 
being unreafonable at this junfture, it would have 
itthanced the national reputation abroad, and ren- 
dered the war more formidable to the enemies of 
Great Britain, by convincing them that it was fup-. 
ported by a miniftry and parliament, whoftood 
upon fueh good terms with the people. Indeed a 
quick fueceffion of parliaments* might have dif- 
concerted, and perhaps expelled that fpirit of con- 
fidence and generofity, which now fo remarkably 
efpoufcd and gratified the f — — — 's predileftion 

for the intereft of H — . 

Other committees were cftablifhed to inquire Inquiry 
into the expence incurred by new lines and fortifi- ^^?"J 
cations taifed at Gibraltar ; to examine the origt-' andmea- 
iial ftandards of weights and meafures ufed in f«res. 
England ; confider the laws relating to them, and 
report their- dbfervations, together with their opi- 
nion of the -ffioft' effcftual means for afcertainina 
and enforcing' unirotm fta'ndards to be ufed for the 
futures ^ Thfe co^thdhs were perfeftly fatisfied with 
the n&w Works which Had been raifed at Gibraltar; 
and with'refpeft to the weights and meafures, the 
.commirtc'ii'^gryed to certain refolutions j but no 
fiifther prbgriefs'was made^in this inquiry, except 
an btderforpHhtingthefe refolutions, with the ap- 
peni^)^ : howcverj as the boxes containing the ftan- 

P 3 dards 
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M' 175*- dards were ordered to be locked up by the ckrk of 
the houfe, in all probability their in^eotiofi was to^ 
' proceed on this fubje^ in fome future ^cflion* 
Scffion On the ninth dsiy of June fundry bi|ls receive^- 

clofcd. j^^ ^^y^i afltnt by coipnoifl[ioa» bis majefty betng;^ 
indifpofed ; and on the twentieth day of the fancMi. 
i?f)onth, the lords commiflioners clqied the feflSon 
with a fpeech to both hpi^fes, e3y>r<;fring ^s ma- 
jcfty*s deep fenfc of their k>yglty and goiod; affec- 
tion^ dernonflrated in their late proceedings ; m 
their zeal for hi^ honour and real interc^ in aU 
pwts i in their earncftnefs to furmoynt every diffi- 
culty > in their ardopr to maintain the yfar with 
the utmoft vigour : proofs which muft convince 
mankind, that the antient fpirit pf the Brittih na^ 
tipn ftill fijbfifted in its full force. They were givei^ 
to underlland, that the king had taken all fuch, 
meafures as appe^ed th^ mod conducive to tho 
accompliHiment of their public-fpirite4 vi<;9^$ and: 
wifhes : that with their aAiftance, c^p^wned by 
the bleiTing of God upon the condufl; and. bravery 
of thq combined arniy, his majefty had beep ena- 
bled, not only to deliver his.dom^nion^ in Germapy 
from the oppreffions and devaftapions of the French^ 
but alfo to pui^i his advantages.^ op, this fi^c th^ 
- IlIwDc ; th;ic he had cemen^ the vinipQ between 
him and his good brother the king, of Pruflxa, by. 
nevy engagements -, that the Britilb. fleets and ar- 
rniefls were now aftually employed in fuch cxpedi-. 
iians, as appeared likely toanr^oy the enemy in the 
pipft J^uQble manner, to pron^ote the wjelfare and 
profperity of thefci kingdoms •, in particular, ' to 
jpreferve the Britifli rights and poffefTions i^ A^ie.r 
rica, and to make France feci, invthofe. parts, the 

real 
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*^ fl??'?g|h ?p4 iinpprtaniGe of Gfeftt Britain. A**'7>'. 
^h^ §^ff|p2fs ^Qfere thanked for the ample fupplies 
^J^i^l^ they }|§d fp frp^ly and UDanimoufly given ; 
apd ai|urefl 9;|i th^ p^rt oyf ki$ majcfty, that they 
l^^l^ hp .in%na(gs4 ^itii tj^e n(i6lt frugal o&conomy. 
T^y ^fc 4pfi*'^» i*^ confequcnce of the king's 
c^f^^recqiipi^cn^jltipji, t9 fro^note harmony an^ 
^S^ j^gmi^f^ atfl^gft |^i$ faithful fuhje6):f ; to 
^^^M fhP Pffl^lf ftf QMfftnt^d with the re^^tudp an^ 
p^ri^y pf ^ in^tpiif at^d mcafures \ ap4 to a^- 
fit th^rpfjplvgs in ii^s^nt^it^ng thepe^ce and gQod 
or^ex Off di^ country, by enfprcing obedience tp 
|fac l|iw3 a^4 lawful authprity. 

Nev^, fw^^-^lyi. h?d any fovf reigii nipre rc^fon tp Vigorous 
-be p]fi9&k with tl|f coflciH^ pf his minifters, and g"P^[*; 
tlie fpirit of his peopl^. TH^ whole nation repofe^ war. 
^& niQ^ unbpu(}de^ co^j&dence in the courage ^4 
idifcretipfj, ^^ ^eH ^ iij the integrity of the niini- 
Hrr, Y^ fee^ied eager i^pon profecuting the wa^ 
with fucl> vigour an4 sfAiyi^y^ ^ appeared almoS: 
unexampled ia the annuls of Great Britain. New 
levies wepe m^e, new ihips put in commiffion, 
frefh exp^ditpns undjerts^enj^ and frefli conquefts 
prc^^ted^ Such \f^| (he crqdit of the ajdminifti^a- 
^tion, th^t people ft^bfcribed to the gpvernmentr ^ 
lo^ns wjith furpri^ng es^geri^e^. Afi unufual fpirit; 
of enterprize %ndi reiplutipn, fecmed to inf^ire all 
die individuals jchat coM^ilijtqted the ^rmy and nayy ^ 
jind the p^on for military fame diffufed itfi^f 
through aU r^nks in the civU jclepartment of life, 
even to the very djregs of the populace : fqch a 
re^ark^bje ch^^^ irQrt iodoWnce co aftivity , from 
indifferenea td zcgi> fr^m itimorous caution to fear- 
j^s ei^ecution, ws^^ 6ffe4^^d by tii^ influence and 

P 4 exam- 
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An. '175 8. example of an intelligent and iiltrepid m— — r^ 
who, chagrined at the inaftivity and difgraces of 
the preceding campaign, had on a very folemn oc- 
cafion, lately declared his belief, that there was a 
determined refolution, both in the naval and mili- 
tary c — rs, againft any vigorous exertion of 

the national powei* in the fervice of their country. 
He affirmed, that though his niajeftf appeared 
ready to embrace every meafure pfopofed by his 
itiinifters for the honour and intercft of his Britifh 
dominions, yet fcarce a man could be found with 
whom the execution of any one plan in which there 
'was the lead appearance of any danger, could with 
confidence be trufted. He particularized the inac- 
tivity of one general in North America, from whofe 
abilities and perfohal bravery the nation had con- 
ceived great expedtations : he complained, that 
this noble c- r had expreffed the moft con- 
temptuous difregard for the civil power, frOm which 
he derived his authority, by negleftin^ to tranfmit, 
for a confiderable length of time, any other advice 
of his proceedings but what appeared on a written 
fcrap of paper : he obferved that with a force by 
land and fea, greater than ever the nation had hercr 
tofore maintained, 'with a king and miniftry ar- 
dently defirous of redeeming Jier glory, fuccour- 
ing her allies, and promoting her true intereft, a 
ftiameful diflike to fervice every where prevailed, 
and fc:w feemed afFeAed with any other zeal than 
' that of afpiring to the higheft pofts, and grafping 
the largeft falaries. The cenftire levelled at the 

c-^ -^p in America was founded on miftake ; the 

inaftivity of that noble 1— d was not more difap- 
pointing t6 the itiipiftry than difagreeable to hi^ 
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own inclination. He ufed his utmoft endeavours An. 175s. 
to anfwer the expeftation of the public ; but his 
hands were efFeftually tied by an abfolute impoffi- 
bility of fuccefs, and his conduft ftood juftified in 
the eyes of his fovereign. A particular and accu- 
rate detail of his proceedings he tranfmitted thro* 
a canal, which he imagined would have dire&ly 
conveyed it to the foot of the throne •, but the 
pacquet was faid to have been purpofely intercepted 
and fupprelTed. Perhaps he was not altogether ex- 
cufeable for having correfponded fo flightly with 
the feeretary of ftate •, but he was faid to have gone 
abroad in full perfuafion that the miniftry would 
be changed, and therefore his affiduities were prin- 
jcipally direfted to the great perfonage, who, in 
that cafe, would h^ve fuperintendedand dir^fted all 
the operations of the army. 

AH forts pf military preparations in founderies, Death of 
docks, arfenals, railing and exercifing troops, and the prin- 
viftualling tranfports, were now carried on with ^^ ^^^' 
fuch diligence and difpatch, as feemed to promife 
an exertion that would foon obliterate the difagree- 
able remembrance of paft difgrace. The beginning 
of the year was, however, a little clouded by a ge- 
neral concern for the death of his majefty's third 
daughter the princefs Caroline, a lady of the moft 
exemplary virtue and amiable charafter, who died 
at the age of forty-five, fincerely regretted as a pat- 
tern of unaffefted piety, ^nd unbounded benevo- 
lence. 

The Britifti cruifers kept the fea during all the Succefs of 
feverity of winter, in order to proteft the com- .^^^^ Bntilk 
rnerce of the kingdom, and annoy that of the ene- 
fny. * They e^erted^ themfelves with fuch aftivity, 

and 
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^' I7$9* an4 thesr vigs|wce was attended with fiKh fuccei% 

that a great number of prizes was taken, and th« 

trade of France ^niqft totally ex^inguifhcd. A 

very gallant exploit was ^tchieved by one captain 

3ray> commander of the Adventure, a fmall arm^ 

V€dPr<^l in the governn^at's iervice : falling in witlv 

%h^ Ms^ch^u^t, a large privateer of Dunkirk, near 

Di^ng^ncfs, he ran her aboard^ faftentd her bolt- 

fprit to hift capftan, and ^fter a w^rni engorgement 

copapeUcd her commander to fabmit. A French 

frigatP ^f thirty- fix guns wa$ taken by capt^iri 

l^ajker, in a new fir-fhip of inferior force. Divert 

privateers of the enemy were funk, burned, o^ 

taken }' and a great number of mercbant-fbips fell 

into t;he hands of the Englilh. 

^^esen- Nojl^was the fucccfs of theBritilh fhips of waf 

i;agement confined to the Englifh channel. At this p^rio^ 

Wr^xJw' ^ tw^d of admioraky received information from 

in th^ admiral Cotes, in Jamaica^ of an aAion which hap-r 

vj^"**" pened pflf the ifland of Hifpaniola, in the month 

^\ of Oftober of the preceding year, between three 

EngliQi fbips of war and a French fquadron. Cap- 

' tain Forreft, an ofiicer of diftinguilhed merit in the 

fervice, had, in the fhip- Augufta, failed from Portr 

Royal in Jamaica, aecoq^panied by the Pfcad- 

. nought and Edinburgh, under the cpmmand of the 

captafins Suckling and Langdon. He was orderc4 

to cruize qAF Cape-FranGoi§ -,; and thi^ feryice he 

literally perfornfied, in the face of a Frer^h fi:|ua.- 

4ron lately arrived at that jdace from the coaft of 

Africa. The cpmmander, piqued at feeing himfelf 

tlms infultcd by an inferior ^rman^ent, rclqlved to 

come for;h and give them batUe j and ^hat he 

might either tJike them, or at leafl; drive them out 

3 " ^ 
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erf" tl^fe ifcasji (9 a$ t# afford ^ free p*0agc to a grca^ ^^ ^H^* 
jau9it>f r ftf gKf cJ^Wt-ftiips thisn lying at the Cape, 
bcwft4fQ?Ewqp«kJ^f toqk every precaution which 
hp tfecnaght ©^ccfajy to infure fucccfs. He rem - 
forced b)^ fq«JWiW3|ii;«fii;h Ipine ftor^Ihips, ihounted 
y ixJ^ gpns ^ni atoaed for ^he occ^fioo, and fup, 
piip4 the df^'^cy in his corpplenoents, by taking 
pn bodf;d ffc^H^^^ fir^m th^ merchant-Ihips, and ibl- 
d^er^ |r(;)sp f )ie garrifpn. Thus prepared he weighr 
ied Hitc^ar an4 %>9d QUt to. i^a, having under hi$ 
^Ofz^and iqux- large iUips pf the line, and three 
ftout frigajf^ T^Y w^rc no foooer perceived 
advancing, tbaA 9^2iin Forr^ft held a fhort counr 
cil yvith hi* two capti^ins. *' Gentlemeo (faid be) 
you knO-W our own ftrength, and fee that of the ^ 

ipn^imy : ftaU we give them battle ?** They re- 
paying in the aflvnutiYe>, he added* " Then fight 
fH^m we w^i j there is ne time to be loft : return 
p your ihip$, and ^t them ready for engaging/' 
After this lacoaic cqnfultatioa among thefe three . ^ 
galiant oftce^a, th?y bore down upon the French 
lq:^adron widiput further h^fuation, and between 
(hree ajnd four in the afternoon the adion began 
with great ipipetuoSty. The enemy exerted thcoir 
felv^s wic^i uncpmmon fpirit, confcious that ahcir 
honour wa^ peculiarly^ at ftajce, and that they 
fought iq fighjt, as it were, of their pwn coaft, 
which was lined with people expelling to fee them 
return in triiunph* But notwithftanding all their 
endeavours, their commodore, after having fuf- 
tained a fevere e^igagement that lafted two hours 
and a half, found his ihip in fuch afhattered condi- 
tion^ that he n^ade fignal for one of his frigates to 
come and tqw. him out of the line. His es^amplp 

was 
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An. 175S. was followed by the reft of his fqiiadron, which, by^ 
' this afliftance, with the favour of the land breeze 
and the approach of night, made ihift to accom- 
plifh their efcape from the three- Britilh fhips,- that 
were too much difebled in their mails and riggings 
to' profecute their vidtorjr. One of the French' 
ftjuadron was rendered altogether unfervkeable for 
adlion : their lofs in men amounted to three hun- 
dred killed, and as many wounded ; whereas that 
of die Englifti did not much exceed one third of 
this number. Neverthelefs they were fo much 
damaged, that, being unable to keep the fea, they 
returned to Jamaica ; and the French commodore 
feized the opportunity of failing with a great con- 
voy for 'Europe. - ' 
Attempt This gentleman, whofe name was Kcrfiny had 
K^ on fcoured'thecoaft of Guinea, and made prize ',of 
Cape- feveral EngliCi trading (hips:' but hi^ chief aim 
coaft-caf- was to reduce the caftle atCape-coaft, of which 
c<M»ft of had he gained pofleflion, the other fubordinate 
Africa. forts would have fubmitted without oppofition. 
When Mr. Bell, the governor of this caftle,^ re- 
ceived intelligence that M. de Kerfin was a few 
leagues to windward, and certainly intended to at- 
tack Cape- coaft, his whole garrifon did not exceed 
thirty white rr\en, exclufive of a few Mulatto fol- 
die'rs : his ftock of ammunition was reduced to 
half la barrel of gunpowder 5 and his fortifications 
were fo cr^zy and i n confide r able, that, in the opi- 
nion of the beft engineers, they Could not have 
fuftained for twenty minutes the fire of one great 
"fhip, had it been properly direfted and maintained^. 
In thefe circumftances, few people would have 
dreamed of making any preparation for defence : 

' but 
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but Mr. Bell entertained other fentiments, and aq- ^- *7S^ 
quitted himfelf with equal courage and difcretion. 
He forthwith procured a fupply of gunpowder, and 
a reinforcement of about fifty men, from certain 
trading veffels that happened to be upon that part 
oLthe coaft. He mounted fome fpare cannon 
upon an occafional battery ; and aflembling a body 
of twelve hundted negroes, well armed, under the 
command of their oh-ief, on whofe attachment he 
could depehd, ordered them to take ppA at the 
place- where he apprehended the enemy would at- 
tempt a landing. Thcfe precautions were hardly 
taken when the French fquadron appeared,' and in 
a little time their attack began :, but they met with 
Tucli a warm reception, that in leli than twohpurs 
they defifted, leavifrg;th« caftle very little damaged^ 
and immediately marie, fail for the We/l Indies ; 
-very much to the difappointment and mortificpation 
of the Dutch officers belonging to the fort of El- 
mina, in the fame neighbourhood,^ who. made no 
fcruplc of exprefling their wifhes publicly in fayour 
of the French commbdore, and at a diftance viewed 
the engagement with tKe nioft partial e^gernefs 
and impatiierice. M. de Kerfin was generally 
blamed for his want of conduct and refolution in 
this attempt : but he is faid to have been deceived 
in his opinion of the real ftate of Cape-coaft-caftle^ 
by the vigorous and refolute exertion of the gover- 
nor, and was apprehenfive of lofing a maft in the 
engagement; a lofs which he could not have re- ' 

paired on the whole coaft of Africa. Had the fort 
of Cape-c6aft been reduced on this occafion, in all . ^ 

probability e^ery petty republic of the Negroes, 
fettled ynder the proteftion of the forts on the Gold 

Coaft, 
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An. 1758. Goaft^ i^f^ouW hftvfe revdted ftmi the Britidi iilW^ 

reft : for while thfe French f(^aiadtoh» in their ptb-^ 
grefs along ftiore, hovered in the djfing at Ana- 
' fnaboe, an EdgUfti fcttieitient A ftw leagues t^ 
windward of Gik^e-co^ft, J&hti Cortihtee, the ca- 
bocciro, thief rtwigtftrtite sliid genct-al of the Bkck^ 
6n thaltpartof the ccaft, WhoTe ad<^tcd fon had 
k few yeats b^tffc bc<fn carcfied, and rven trea«kd 
as a prince in En^stud^ taking it fbr j^imted that 
this enterptiase cf the French wdnald be attitt<ted 
vikh fuccefe, aftually Tent fomc of his d^ndsrics 
with A prefent of refrefliments for their' commo- 
dbre ; the delivery of which, however, was pre- 
vented by Mr. Brew,, the En^fh chief of thfc fort, 
who ikattered in pieces the cMoc before it could 
bt launched, ahd threatenitd with lib cannon to 
level the Wack towti with the duft. The cibo- 
%eirOj tliough thus aAticipatetf in his dcGgn, re- 
iblved m be among the fitft who ihotdd cohipli- 
WeAt Mr. dt Ktrfin on his viaory at Cape-coafl: ; 
and, with this view, prepared an an^ffy or depu- 
^tion to go thither by land ; but, underftanding 
that the Frettch had failed ia their attempt, he- 
Ihtfted his defign, without the leaft hefiitation, and 
difpatched the fame amba% to Mr. Bdl, whom 
he congratulated on his vidoryi aBTuritig him he 
" Jiad kept his men ready armed to march at the firft 
fummons to his affiftance. 

The courage of captain Forreft was* rtot more 
confpicuous in his ehgagtmeht with the French 
iijuadronjiear Cape Francois^ than his cofldu<5k and 
fagacity in a fublequent adrejature near Port au 
Prince^ a French harbour, ficuated at the bottom 
of a bay on the weftern part of Hiipanibla, behind 

the 


kemark- 
able fac- 
ccis of 
captain 
Forreft. 
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|J« fmall iftand of Gonavc. After Mir. dte Kerfin An. .17^ 
had taken his dtpatture fi^rtoi Cape Frincoi^ for 
Europe, admiral Cotw^ heating up to ^todwaii^ 

frtm Port Royal in Jamaica *ith three fliips of the 
Mne, received intelligeftce Aat there Was a French 
fleet at Pdrt aU Prince, ready to fail on ihei¥ ittlim 
ttt Europe : c&piain Fcfrreft then prcfeAted the id- 
iriirii with a piiHl folr an attack on this pl^j ind 
urged it earneftty. This howctit was ^dfedincdi 

, and captain Forreft directed to cruize off the illandi 
Gonave for two days bftly^ th^ v admiral enjoiftitig 
him to tcturh at the eJtpiration of the tinie, and itS • 

join the iquadron &t Cape Nicholas; Acdordihgly 
captain FoTPeft, in the Atigufti, pmcecdtd' up tht 
bay, between the ifland Gonave andHili)JMni(da^ With 
a view to €X<^cutfe a plan^ Which he had hitolfetf pt<^ 
jeAed. Next day ih the Aferiicbn, tho' lie perceived 
two flpops, he foitborc^ chifing, that he might fvoi 
Hfque a difcoVery : for the feifte' piirpofe tie ftoHted 
Dutch colours, anddifgtjife'dhislhipwith tarpaul'rtis. 
At five in the ^ternoon he di&dvered feven fail of 
fliips fteering to the weft Ward > an^ hauled froth 
then\ to avoid fufpicioh ; but at the ^ppVdich x£ 
feight gave chkce with aH thfc fail he could ckftjf- 
About ten he perceived twofetl, one bf whith fe^ 
t^, gun, and the othier nnade the beft of h^i- wijf for 
Leoganne, another harbour in the bay. At thb 
period captain Forreft reckoned eight fail ta \tt- 
ward; near another port called Pitrt <3bavt : i:othittg 
up with the fliip which had fired the guh, fhe fob- 
tn it ted without oppofition^ ^ter he had hailed ^d 
told 4ier captain what he was, producJed two of hfs 
krgeft cannon, and threatened to link her if &k 
flxould give the leaft sijarm. He forthwith ftilfted 
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in. 1758. the prifoncrs from this prize, and placed oh board! 
of her five and thirty of his own crew, with orders 
to ftand- for Petit Goave, and intercept any of the 
fleet that might atd^mpt tQ reach chat harbour. 
Then he made fail after the reft, and in the dawn 
of. the morning, findii^ himfelf in the middle of 
their fleets he began to fire at them all m their 
turns, as. he could bring his guns to bear : they re^ 
turned. the fire for fomc t;ime ; at length the Mar- 
guerite, the Solide, and the Theodore ftruck -their 
colours. Thefe, being fecured, were afterwards 
ufed in taking the Maurice. Le Grand-, and La 
Flore : the Brilliant alfo fubmitted ; ^and the Mars 
* made fail in hope of efcaping j but . the Augufta 
coining up with her about noon, Ihe like wife fell 
into the hands of the vidlon Thus, by a well- 
conduced ftratagem, a whole fleet of nine fail were 
taken by a Angle fliip, in the neighbourhood of" 
four or five harbours, in any one of which they 
would, have found immediate fhelter and fecurity. 
The prizes, which happened €o be richly laden, 
w.ere fafely conveyed tp Jajtnaica, and there fold 
at public audion for the the benefit "of the captors, 
who may fafely challenge hiftory to produce fuch 
another inftance pf fucccfs. 
Admiral , xhe miniftry haying determined to make vigo- 
fatls for ^^^^ efibrts againft the enemy in North America, 
North admiral Bofcawen was vefted with the command <rf 
America, ^^ ^^^^ deftined for that fervice, and failed from 

St. Helen's on the nineteenth day of February, 
when the invincible of feventy-four guns, one of 
the beft ihips th^t conftituted his fquadron, rua 
aground and perifhed ; but her men, ftores, and 
artillery werefaved. 

In 
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la the courfe of the fuccecding month, Sir Ed- A"** *7S^* 
Ward Hawke fteered into the bay of Bifcay with Commo- 
another fquadron, in order to intercept any fupplies ^^ 
fix>fn France defigned for Cape-Breton or Canada ; compels 
and about the fame time the town of Embden, be- theFrench 
longing to his.PruiBan majefty^ which had fellea ate^Emb- 
into the hands of the enemy, was fuddenly rt-' den. 
triercd by the conduiSk of commodore Holmes, 
ftationed on that coaft, who fent up two of his\ 
imaU Ihips to anchor in the river between Knok* 
and the city* The garrifon, amounting to three 
thoufand feven hundred men, finding themfelves 
thus cut off from all communication with the 
country below, abandoned the place with .great; 
precipitation ; and fome of their baggage being 
fent off by water,, was tahen by the boats which' * 
the commodore armed ibr that purpore4 . 

It was in the fame month, that the admiralty re* Succers of 
Cfcived advice of another advantage by fea, which ^^^^ 
had: been gained by admiral Olborne, • while he ^*^'*'^* 
cruifed between Cape de Gatt and Carthagena on 
the coaftof Spain.. On the twenty-eighth day of 
March he fell in with a French fquadron, com- 
xiianded by the marquis du Quefne, confifting of 
four fliips, namely, the Foudroyant of ^ eighty 
guns, the Orphee of fixty-four, theOriflamme ef 
fifty, and the Pleiade frigate of twenty-four, in 
their paiTage from Toulon to reinforce M. dela 
Clue, who had for fome time been blocked up by 
admiral Ofborne in the harbour of .Carthagenisi. 
The enemy no fooncr perceived the Englifh fqua- \ 
<lron than they difpcrfed, and fte.ered different 
ccurfes : then Mr. Olborrie. detached divers fhips 
in purfuit of each, while he himfclf>with the body 
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An. 1758.. of his fleet, flood off for the bay of Carthagena: tar 
watch the motions of the* French fquadron whid^' 
there lay at anchor. About fevcn in the evening : 
the Orphec, having on board five hundred men, : 
ftruck to captain Storr in the Revenge, who loft: 
the calf of one leg in the engagement, during 
which he was fuftauied by the (hips Berwick ^nd 
Prefton. The Monmouth of fixty-four guns, 
commanded by captain Gardener, engaged theFou- . 
dfoyant, one of the largeft fliips in the French na* ' 
vy, mounted with . fourfcore cannon, and contain- ; 
ing eight hundred men, under the dire<5lion of the : 
marquis du Quefne. The aftion was , maintained, 
with great fury on both fides, and the gallant cap-* 
tain Gardener loft his life : nevcrtheJefs the fighw 
was continued with unabating vigour by his lieu-- : 
tenant Mr. Carkett, and the Foudroyant difabled- 
in fuch a manner, that her commander ftruck as 
foon as the other Englifli (hips, the Swiftfure ancb» 
the Hampton- court, appeared. This mortifying 
ftep^ however, he did not take until, he faw his flbip- 
lie like a wreck upon the water, and the decks co- 
v-crcd with carnage. The Oriflamme was driven oit 
Ihore under the caftl^ of Aiglos, by the fliips 
Montague and Monarque, commanded by the: 
captains Rowley and Montague, who could not 
complete their deftrudtion without violating the 
Aeutrality bf Spain. As far the Pleiade frigate^ 
file made her efcape by being a prime failor. > 

French 'J'his was afevcre ftroke updn the enemy, wha: 

fleet dri- j^^^ ^ply j^jf^ ^^q of their capital fliips, but. faw. ' 

[hore in them added to the navy of Great Britain ; and 
:heroadof the difafter was. clofe followed by another, which ' 
* ^"^* they could not help feeling with equal fenfibility ^^ 

of 
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of mortification and chagrin. In the beginning of ^rh 1758. 
April, Sir Edward Hawke fteering with his fqua- 
^ron into Bafque-road, on the coaftof Poiftou, 
difcovered off the ifle of Aix a French fleet at an- 
Chor, confifting of five fhips of the line, with fix 
frigates, and forty tranlports,. having on board 
three thoufand troops, and a large qilantity'of 
ftores and.provifion, intended as a fupply for their 
fettlerncnts In 'North America. They no fooner* • 
faw the Engiifti' admiral advancing, than the^be- 
ga:h to flip their cables and fly in the utmbft Corl- 
fufion. Some of them cfcaped to fea, but the 
greater ntimber ran ipto flioal water, where the/ 
could nOjt' b.e purfued ; and ne^ct morning they ap- 
peared, agrourici, lying on tht-ir broadfides. Sir Ed-, 
Ward HaWke, who had rode all night at anchof' 
abreaft: of the ' idt of Aix, furniflied the fliips In-* 
trepid and Med way with trufl:y pilots, arid lent then!' 
farther in when the flood began to make, with or- 
ders to found a- head, that he might kriowVhethei' 
tiiefe was any poflibility of attacking' the' enemy ; 
but the w'ant of a fufficient depth of water ren- 
dered this fcherifie imprafticable. In the mean. time. 
the French threw overboard their cannon, ft:ores, 
and ballaft \ and boat3 and launches, from Roche- 
fort, were employed in carrying out warps to drag 
tl/eir fhips through the foft mud, as foon as they 
fhould be wirterbbrne by the flowing /tide. By. 
thefe means their large fliips oF war, and nriany of 
their trailfports efcaped into the river Charehte ; 
but their loading was loft, and the eftd of their 
equipment totally defeated. Another convoy of 
merchant Ihips, under the proteftion of three frir 
gates, Sir Edward Hawke, a few days before, had 
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A>. 1758.. chaced into the harbourof St. Martin's on the iffe 
of Rhe, where they ftill rcnoained, waiting an op-* 
portunicy for hazarding a iecond departure : ^ 
third, confifUng of twelve fail, bound from Bour- 
de^ux to Quebec, under convoy, of a frigate and 
"* armed vefiel, was encountered at Tea by one Britifh; 
ihipof the line and two firefliips, which took the 
frigate and armed vefiel,^ and two of the convoy 
stfcerwards met with the fame fate ^ but this advan* 
tage wa£ over-balanced by the Ipfs of captain James 
Hqme, commander of the Pluto firelh^, a brave 
accomplifhed officer, who, in an unequal combat 
with the enemy, rcfufcd to quit the deck evca 
^ when he was difabled, and fell gloripufly covered, 
with wounds, exhorting the people \4^ith his latefir 
breath, to continue the engagement while t^e fhip 
eould fwim, and acquit themfelves with honour in- 
die fervice of their country. 
The Ka^ On the twenty ninth day of May the Raifona^ 
^**^* ble, a French Jhip of the line, mounted with fixty- 
theDor- fow Cannon, having on board fix l^ndred and 
ftfeOurt. thirty men, commanded by the prince dc Mom- 
bazon chevalier de Rohan, was, in herpaffs^ from: 
Port rOrient toBreft, attacked by capt^n JDennis 
in the Dorfetfhire of feventy guns, and taketn after 
an obftinate engagement, in which one hundred 
and fixty men of the prince's complement were 
killed or wounded, and he fuftained great damage 
in his hull, fails^ and rigging. 
Admifid Thcfe fuccefles were more over- chequered by the 
Brodc- tidings of a lamentable difafter that befel the (hip 
lumtat*^ Prince George of eighty guns, commanded bgr 
lior rear admiral Broderick, in his paflage to the Medi- 

^rraneao. On the thirteenth day of April, be* 
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twecn one and two in the afternoon, a dreadful fite An. ij^P 
broke out in the fore-part of the Ihip, and raged 
with fuch fury, that notwithftanding aU the efforts 
of the officers and men for icyeral hours, the 
flames increafed, and the fhip being confumed to 
the water-edge, the remnant funk about fix o'clock 
in the evening. The horror and conftcrnation of 
fuch a fcene are not cafily defcribed. When aU en- 
deavours proved fruitlefs, and no hope of prefcrv- 
ing the Ihip remained, the barge was hoifted out 
for the prefervation of the admiral, who entered it 
accordingly ; but all diftin^ion of perfons being 
now aboiifhed, the feamen ruftied into it in fuch 
/crowds, that in a few moments it overfet The 
admiral forefeeing that this would be the cafe, 
gripped off his cloaths, and committing himfelf 
to the mercy of the waves, was faved by the 
^boat of a merchant fhip, after he had fuflained 
himfelf in the fea a fuU hour by fwimming. Cap- 
tain Payiton, who was the fecond in command, re^ 
plained upon the quarter-deck as long as' it was 
pofTible to keep that flation, and then d^fcending 
by the flern ladder, had the good fortune to te 
taken into a boat belonging to the (loop Alderney^ 
The hull of the fhip, mafls, and rigging, were now 
jin ;?L blaze, burfling tremendous in feveral parts 
through horrid clouds of fmoak: nothing was 
heard but the crackling of the flames, mingled 
with the difmal cries of terror and diflra&ion ; 
nothing was feen but adis of frenzy and defpo^ra* 
tion. The miferable wretches, affrighted at the 
horrors of fuch a conflagration^ fought a fate leis 
dreadful by plunging into the fea ; and about three 
hundred men were preferved by the boats belong- 
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An- 1758. jag to fome fliips that accompanied the admiral in 

his voyage, but five hundred perilhed in the ocean. 
Arma- ^he king of Great Britain, being determined to 

"alnft^the ^^^^^ ^^^ attempt upon the coaft of France, or- 
coaft of dered a very formidable armament to be equipped- 
for that purpofe. Two powerful fquadrons by fi^a 
were deftined for the fervices of this expedition : 
the firft, confiding of eleven great ftiips, wa$ conn- 
manded by Lord Anfon and Sir Edward Hawke : 
the other, compofed of fgur fliips of the line, feven 
frigates, fix (loops, two ifirelhips, two bombs, ten 
cutters, twenty tenders, ten ftorefliips^ and one 
hundred tranfports, was put under the direftion of 
commodore Howe, who had fignalized himfelf by 
his gallantry and conduft in the courfe of the laft 
fruitlefs expedition. The plan of a defcent upon 
France having been adopted by the miniftry» z. 
body of troops, confifting of fixteen regiments, 
nine troops of light horfe, and fix thoufand ma- 
rines, was aflembled for the execution of this de- 
fign, and embarked under the command of the 
'duke of Marlborough ; a nobleman, who though 
he did not inherit all the military genius of his 
grandfather, yet far excelled him in the amiable 
and focial qualities of the heart: he was brave be- 
yond all queftion, generous to profufion, and good- 
natured to excefs. On this occafion, he was affifted 
.by the counfels of lord George Sackville, fecond 
in command, fon to the duke of Dorfet ; an officer 
of experience'and reputation, who had, in the civil, 
departqients of government, exhibited proofs of 
extraordinary genius and uncommon application; 
The troops, having for fome time been encamped 
vpon the Illq of Wights, were embarked in the lat-- 
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«<er -end of May, and the two fleets failed in the An. i75^» 
.^DeginnJngof June for the coaftof Breragne, leaving 
the people of England fluftied with the gayeft 
hopes of viftory and conqueft. 

The two fleets parted at fea: lord Anfon with Adefccnt 
his fquadron proceeded to the bay of Bifcay, in or- at Can- 
ader towatdi the motions of the enemy's fliips, and ^^^ j-eim- 
-harrafs their navigation ; while commodore Howe barkatioa 
•^ith the land-forces jfteered direftly towards St. ^^ ^^^ 
-Malo, a (Iron g place ' of confiderable ct)mmerce, 
Situated on xhc coafl: of Bretagne, againfl: which 
:the purpofed invafion fcemed to be chiefly in- 
tended. The town, however, was found too well 
fortified, both by art and nature, to admit of any 
•attempt by fea, with any profpeft of fuccefs-, and 
therefore it was rcfolved to make a defcent in the 
neighbourhood . After the fleet had been, by con* 
trary winds, detained feveral days in fight of the 
•French coaft, it arrived in the bay of Cancalle, 
about two leagues to theeaftward of St. Malo; and 
Mr. Howe having filenced a fmall battery, which 
the enemy had occafionally railed upon the beach, 
the troops were landed, withofut farther oppofuion, 
on the fixth day of June. The duke of Marlbo- 
rough immediately began his march towards St. 
Servan, with a view to deftroy filch fliipping and 
magazines as might be in anyaccefliHe parts of 
ihe river ; and this fcheme was executed with fuc- 
cefs. A great quantity of naval fl:ores, two fliips 
of war, feveral privateers, and about fourfcore vef- 
icls of diflPerent fotts, were fet on fire, and reduced 
to afties, almoft: under the cannon of the place, 
which, however, they could not pretend to befiege 
in form. His grace, having received repeated ad- 
vices that die enemy were bufily employed iii af 
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Aq. 1758. fembliDg forces to march againit him, returned <d 
Cancalle ; where Mr. Howe had made fuch a 
mafterly difpofition of the boats and tranfports, 
that the tcimbarkation of the troops was performed 
with fi^rprifrng eafe and expedition. The forces, 
while they renuined on fhore, were reftrained from 
all outrages by the moA fevere difcipline ; and the 
French houfes,' which their inhabitants had aban^ 
doned, were left untouched. Immediately after 
their landing, the duke of Marlborough, as com* 
mander in chief, publiihed and dillributed a manir 
fefto, addreifed to the p^ple of Bretagne, giving 
. them to underiland, that his defcent upon the coaii 
was not effefted with a defign to make war on the 
inhabitants of the open country, except fuch as 
Ihould be found in arms, or otherwife oppofing 
the operations of his Britannic rqajefty: that all 
who were willing to remain in peaceable pofiefiioA 
> of their effefts, might ftay unmolefted in their 
refpcftive dwellings, and follow their ufual occu* 
pations : that, befides the cuftoms and taxes they 
ufed to pay to their own king, nothing fhould be 
required of them but what was ab(olutely neceffary 
for the fubfiftencc of the army : and that, for ali 
provifions brought in, they fljould be payed in 
ready money. He concluded this notice with de* 
claring, that if, notwithftanding thefe afluranccs of 
protection, they fhoujd carry off their effeds and 
proyifions, and abandon the places of their habi- 
tation, he would treat them as enemies, and de- 
ftroy their houfes with fire and fword- To the ma* 
giftracy of St. Malo he likewife fent a letter, im-r 
porting, that as all the inhabitants of the town^ 
and villages between Dinant; Rennes, and Doll, 
now in his pQfleflion, had defcrtcd their habiu- 
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t^fis, probably to avmd the payment of die ufua} ^ ^Jr^ 
contributions; and he being informed, that the 
mapft rates had compelled the people of the coun- 
try to retire into the town of St. Malo, he now 
gave them notice, that if they did not immediately 
fend them back to their houfes, and come them- 
iclves to his head-quarters to fettle the contribu- 
tions, he IhouW think himfelf obliged to proceed 
to military execution. Thefe threats, however, 
were not pot in force, although the magtftrates 
of St, Malp did npt think proper t^P comply with 
his injundion. 

But it was found altogether impoffible to pre- 
vent irregularities among troops that were natural- 
ly licentious. Some houfes were pillaged, and not 
without a«9ts of barbarity : but thofe offenders were 
brought to immediate juftjce j and it muft be 
owned, as an inconteftable proof of the general's 
humanity, that {n deftroying the magazines of the 
enemy at St. Servan, which may be termed the 
fuburbs (rf St, Malo, he ordered ope fmall ftore- 
houfe to be fpared, becaufe it could not be fet on 
fire without endangering the whole diftrift. 

The Britifh forces being rcimbarked, including 
^ about five hundred JBght horfe, which had been dif- 
ciplined and carried over with a view, to fcour the. 
. country, the fleet was detained by contrary wind^ 
in the bay of Cancalle for feveral days; during 
which a defign fcems to have been fojrit)ed for at- 
tacking Granville, which had been reconnoitred by 
feme of the engineers: but, in confequence of 
their report, the fcheme was laid afide, and the 
fleet ftood out to fca, where it was expofed to fome 
rough weather. |n a few days, the wind blowing 
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An.tgsiS, -in a. northern direftion, they fteered again towards 
the French cbaft, and ran in with the land near 
Havre dc Grace, where the flat- bottomed boat^ 
provided for landing, were hoifted out, and a (c- 
cond difembarkation expefted. But the wind 
blowing violently towards the evening, the boats 
were reihipped, and the fleet Obliged to quit the 
land, in order to avoid the dangers of a Ice-fliore. 
Next day, the weather being more moderate^ they 
returned to the fame ftation, and orders were given to 
prepare for a defcent ; but the duke pf Marlborough 
having taken a view of the coaft in an open cutter, 
accompanied. by commodore Howe, thought pro- 
per to wave the attempt. Their ncxx fl:ep was to' 
bear away before the wind for Cherbourg, in the 
neighbourhood of which place the fleet came to an- 
chor. Here fome of the tranfports received the 
fire of fix different batteries ; and a confiderable 
body of troops appeared in arms, to difpute the 
landing : neverthelefs the general rcfolved that the 
forts Querqueville, L'hommet, and Gallet, ihould 
be attacked in the night by the firft regiment of 
guards. The foldiers were aftually diftributed in 
the ' flat-bottomed boats, and every preparation 
made for this enterprlz^e, when the wind began to: 
' blow with fuch violence, that the troops could not 
be landed without the mofl: imminent danger and 
difficulty i nor properly fuftained, in cale of a re- 
pulfe, even if tlae difembarkation could have hectk 
eflTeded. This attempt therefore was laid afide v- 
but at the fame time a refolution taken to fl:and in. 
towards the (hore with the whole fleet, to cover a 
general landing. A difpofition was made accord- 
ingly > but the ftorm increafing, the tranlpprts raa. 

' ' foul 


G E O R G E ir. 251 

foul of each others, and the (hips were expofed to An.iys** 
all the perils of a ke-(hore ; for the gale blew di- 
•reftly upon the coaft : bcfides, the provilion began' 
to fail, and the hay for the horfes was almoft con- 
fum^ed. Thefe concurring feafons induced the 
commandei s to poftpone the difembarkation to a 
more favourable opportunity. The fleet ftood out The fleet 
to fea/the tempeft abated, they fteered for the Ifle 5*^*^^.^ 
.of Wight, and next day anchored at St. Helen's, leu's. 

Such was the iflue of an enterprize; atchkved Remark* 
.with con fiderable fuccefs, if we confider the da- .on the » 
mage done to the enemy's (hipping, and the other ^^ 
obje<5ls which the miniftry had in view; namely, 
to fecure the navigation of the channel, and make 
a diverfion in favour of German allies, by alarm- 
jng the French king, and obliging him to employ 
a great number of troops to defend his coaft from 
infult and inv^fion : but whether fuch a mighty ar- 
mament was ncceflary for the accompliftiment of 
. thefe petty aims, and whether the fame armament 
might not have been employed in executing 
fchemes of infinitely greater advantage to the na- 
tion, we fhall leave to the judicious reader's own 
. reflection. 

The dcfigns upon the coaft of France, .though Another 
interrupted by tempeftuous weather, were not as P^^^^ 
• yet laid afide for the whole feafon : but, in the 
mean time, the troops were difembarked on the 
Ifle of Wight •, and one brigade marched to the 
northward, to join a body of troops with' which the 
government relolved to augment the army of the 
allies in Gern^any,, commanded by prince Ferdinand 
of Brunfwic.^ The duke of Marlborough and Ior4 
George Sackville being appointed to condud this 

Britilli 


' 1 


«5« HISTORYoFfeNGLAN 

A»' >75*^ Jiritifti corps upon the continent, the command of 
|:hc mairine expeditions devolved to licutenantr 
general Bligh, an old experienced officer, who had 
ferved with reputation ; and his royaj highnefe 
prince Edward) afterwards created duke of Yprk, 
entered as a volunteer with commodore Howe, iti 
order to learn the rudiments of the fea-fervice. 
TTic In- The remainder of the troops bfing reimbarked, 
ian<r^^' and every thing prepared for the fecpnd expedi- 
•Chcr. tion, the fleet failed from St. Helenas on the firft 
of Auguft ; and after a tedious paflage, from calms 
and contrary winds, anchored on thg fcvchth in the 
bay of Cherbourg. By this time the ^ncmy had 
intrenched themfelves within a line, extending from 
the fort Ecoeuixlevilfe, which ftands »bout two 
miles to the weftward of Cherbourg, aIon|^ th^ 
coaft for the {jpzct of four miles, fortified with fe- 
vcral batteries at proper diftances.. Behind thi^ 
retrenchment a body of horft and infantry appeared 
in red and blue uniform ; but as they did not ad-r 
vancc to the open beach, tiie lefs rifque was run in 
landing the Britifli forces. At firft a bqmb-ketch 
had been fent to anchor near the town, and throw 
fome ihells into the place, as a feint to amufe the 
enemy, and deceive them with regard to the place 
of difembarkation ; -while the general had deter- 
mined ro land about a league to the weftward of 
Qucrqueville,' the moft weftcrn fort in the bay, 
Thp other bomb-ketches, being ported along fhore, 
(iid confiderabje execution upon the intrenchments, 
not only, by throwing fliells in the ufual way, but 
^fo by ufing ball-mortars, filled with great quan- 
.tities of ball$, which may be thrown to a great dif- 
tance, and, by fcattpring as thi^y fly, do abundance 
5 of 
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6{ tfiifchirf. While thefc ketches fired without An. iji*. 
tcafing, the grenadiers and guards were rowed re- 
gularly afhore in the flat-bottonjed boats, and, 
landing without pppofition, inftantly . formed on a 
fmaU open portion of the beach, with a natural 
breaitwork in their froht, having on the other fide 
^ hoUow way, arid a village rifing beyond it with, 
a fuddeii afcent : on the left, the ground wai inter** 
ieAed by hedges^ and covered with orchards, and 
from this quarter the enemy advanced in order. The 
Britiih troops immediately quitted the breail*work». 
ih order to meet them half way, and a ftraggling 
fire began ; but the French edging to the left, 
took poiTeffion of the hiU, from whence they pi- 
Queered with the advanced pofts of the Englifh. 
; In the m^an time the, reft of the infantry were 
difembarked, and the enemy at night retircd*^ As 
the light troops were not yet landed, general Bligh, • 
encamped that night at the village of Ervillc^ 
6n a piece of ground that did not extend above 
four hundred paces ; fo that the tents were pitched "^ ' 

' in a crowded and irregular manner. Next morn- 
i'lg the general having received intelligence, that 
lio parties of the enemy were fcen moving on the 
hill, or in the plain, and that Fort Querqueville 
was entirely abandoned, made a difpolition for 
marching in two columns to Cherbourg. An ad* 
vanced party took immediate poffeffion of Qucr- 
€[ueville -, and the lines and batteries, along the . 
fliore were now deferted by the enemy. 

The Bfitirti forces marching behind St. Aulne, Takepofc 
Ecoeurdeville, Hommet, and la Galet, found the ^^on of 
town of Cherbourg like wife abandoned, and the andS^' 
gales being open,, entered it without oppofition. ftroy the 
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An. 1758. The citizens, encouraged by a itianifefto contain- 
ing a promife of proteftion, which had be^n p(ub- 
lifhcd and diftribnted in ordet to quiet their appre- 
henfions, received their new guerts with a good 
grace, overwhelming them with civilities, for which 
they met with a very urtgrateful returh ; for as the 
bulk of the ari^y was not regularly encamped and 
fuperin^ended, the foldiers yrere at liberty to in-' 
dulge themfelves in riot and licenrioufnefs. ' All 
nightlong they ravaged the adjacent country with- 
cmt reftraint 5 and as no guards had been regularly 
placed in the* ftreets and avenues of Chei-bourg, 
lb preveht' diforders, the tpwn itfelf was not ex- 
empted from piUage and brutality. Thefe outrages, 
however, were no fooner known, than the general 
t5ok immediate fteps for putting a ftop to them ijar 
the prefent, and preventing all irregularities . for 
the future. Next morning the place being recon- 
rtoitred, he determined to deftroy, without delay, 
^11 the forts and the bafon ; and the execution of 
this defigri was left to the engineers, aflifted by the 
officers of the* fleet and artillery. Great fums of 
mortey had been expended upon the harbour and 
bafon of Cherbou''g, which at one time was conli- 
dered by the French court as an objeft of great im-, 
portance, from its fituation refpeftin'g the river 
Seine, as Well as theoppofite coaft of England i but 
as the works were left unfinifhed, in all appearance 
the plan had grown into difreputation. The enemy 
had. raifed feveral uncohnefted batteries along the 
bay, but the town itfelf was quite open and de- 
fencelefs. While the engineers were employed in; 
demoliftiing the works, the light Horfe fcoured the 
country, and detachments were every day Tent oiir 
a towards 
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towards Walloign, at the diftance of four leagues ^j »75* 
from Cherbourg, where the enemy were encamped^ 
and every hour received reinforcements^ Sevieral 
ikirmiflies were finight by the out-partlcs^of each 
army, in one of which Capt. Lindfay, a gallant 
young officer, who had been very inftrumental Int. 
training the light horfe, was mortally wouftdcd* 
The harbour and bafon of Cherbourg being de- 
ftroycd, together with all the forts in the neigh • . 
bourhood, and about twenty pieces of brafe can- 
Don fecured on board the Engliih (hips ; a contri- 
bution, amountihg to about thpeethoufand pounds 
fterling, was exaded upon:d^ town \ and a plan of 
rcimbarkation concerted, as^ it appeared ffoni the 
(sports of pealants and defer^rs,- that the enemy 
were already enjcreafed to a fdrinidablc^ number: vA 
flight iritrenchmcnt being raafai, fufficielir [to de- 
fend the lail divifion that ihpukl :be f^irtihsurke^i 
the ftores and artillery were ihipped^ and the light 
hprfes conveybd on board their rcipctSive^^tranipbrt^^^ 
by means of platforms laid ia the flat^bottomed Vef- 
llels. On the fifteenth day of Auguft, at three 
o'clock in the! morning, the forces. marched from 
Cherbourg down to the beach, and. rfcimbarked at- i 
Port Galet, without the leafl difturbance from the 
enemy. / :' \ 

This fcrvice being happily peifornied, the fleet Another 
let fail for the coaft of England, and anchored in ^^'^^'^^ 
the road of Weymouth, under the High lahd'oiP ward of 
Portland. In two. days it weighed and ftood again ^- ^*^ 
to the fouthward •, but was obliged, by contrary 
winds, to return to the fame riding. The fecon^ 
effort, however, was more efFeftual. The fleet, 
with fome difficulty, kept' thc-'fca, and ftcering to 

the 
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Ati.1758. the French coaft, came to anchor in the hay of St* 
Lunaire, two leagues to the weftward of St. Malo^ 
igaioft which it was determined to make another 
attempt. The floops and ketches being ranged 
along- ihore to cover the difcmbarkation^ the troops 
landed on a fair open beach» and a detachment of 
grenndiecs was fent to the harbour of St. Briac, 
above the town of St Malov where they dcllroycd 
about fifteen fmall veflcls : but St. Malo tt{elf be« 
ing properly iurveyed, appeared to be above in^ 
fuh, either frotn the landiforcea or the fhipping*^ 
The mouth of the river that forma its baibn extenda 
above twoipiles ia breadth at its narroweft part, To as^ 
to beiiut o£ the readi of land-battenea; and the en^ 
trance is defended by fuch forts and batteries, a» 
the fhipa of war couM not pretend to^filence, con^ 
fidering the difficult navigation of the channel i- 
be&dea itfly pieces of large cannon planted on theie 
forts aad batteries, the enemy had mounted fort^ 
^n the weft fide of the town *, and the bafon was, 
moreover, fbtngthened by feven fidgates or armed 
vefieK whofe gv^ns might have been biought to^ 
bear upon any batteries that could be railed on 
fiiore, as well as upon fhips entering by the ufual 
qhannj^l. For the& fubftantial reafons the defign 
againft St. Malo was dropped ; but the general 
baing unwilling to reimbark without having taken 

•• • ibtTtct ftep fair the further annoyance of the enc- 
ij^, refolded to penetrate into the country, coti- 
• dufting^his motions, however, fo as to be near 
4ie fleets whic|;i had, by this time, quitted the bay 
of St. Lunaire, whlea-e it could not ride with any 
.(^Cei?) mA anchored in the bay of Sc. Cas, about 
|hr«e leagues to the weftward. 
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On Friday the eighth of September^ general ^n. i7s»* 
Bligh, with his litde ar;my, began his march fof .TheEnc- 
Guildo at the diftance of nine miles, y^hich he lifh troops 
' reached in the evening : next day he croffed a lit* penettate 
tie gut or inlet of the fea> at low water, and his country, 
troops being incommoded by the peafants, who 
fired at them from hedges and houfes, he fent a 
prieft with a meffage, intimating, that if they Ihould . 
not defift he would reduce their houfes to aflies* 
No regard being payed to this' intimation, the 
houfes were adtually fet on fire as foon as the troops 
had formed their camp about two miles on the 
other fide of the inlet. Next morning he pro- 
ceeded to the village of Matignon, where, after 
fome Imart Ikirmifhing, the French piquets ap- 
peared, drawn up in order, to the number of two 
battalions ^ but having fuftained a few fhot from 
the Englilh field-pieces, and feeing the grenadiers 
advance, they fuddenly difperfed. General Bligh 
continuing his route through the vijlage, encamped 
in the open ground about three miles from the bay 
of Sti Cas, which was this day reconnoitred for 
reimbarkation ; for he now received undoubted 
intelligence, that the duke d'Aiguillon had ad- 
vanced from Breft to Lambale, within fix miles 
of the Englilh camp, at the head of twelve 
regular battalions, fix fquadrons, two regiments of ' 
militia, eight mortars, and ten pieces of cannon. 
The bay of St. Cas was covered by an intrench- 
ment which the enemy had thrown up, to prevent 
or oppofe any difembarlcation ; and on the out- 
fide of this work there was a range of fand-hilk 
extending along fhore, which could have ferved as 
a cover to the enemy, from whence they might 
Numb, 16. * R have 
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Alt. 1758. have annoyed the troops iit reimbafking : for thfc 
reafon a propofal was made to the general, that the 
forces ftiould be reimbarked from a fair open beach 
oh the left, betweeen St. Casand Guildo ; but thi* 
advice was rejefted, and, indeed, the fubfequent 
operations of the army favoured ftrong of blind 
fecurity arid rafli prcfumption. 
They re- Had the troops decamped in the night without 
?^ '^s*^ noife, in all probability they would have arrived at 
Qu, ' the beach before the French had received the Icaft 
intelligence of their motion ; and, in that cafe, the 
whole army, confifting of about fix thoufand men, 
ihight have been reimbarked without the leaft in- 
terruption : but inftead of this cautious manner of 
^ proceeding, the drums were beaten at two o'clock 

in the morning, as if with intention to give no- 
tice to the enemy, who forthwith repeated the fame 
fignal. The troops were in motion before three, 
and though the length of the march did not exceed 
three miles, the halts and interruptions were fo nu- 
merous and frequent, that they did not arrive on 
the beach at St. Cas till nine. Then the embark- 
ation was begun, and might have been happily fi- 
nilhed, had the trarifports lain near the Ihore, and 
received the men as faft as the boats could have 
conveyed them on board without diftinftion ; but 
' ' / many fhjps rode at a confiderable diftance,. and 

€very boat carried the men on board the relpcc- 
tive tranfports to which they belonged ; a pundlilb 
of difpofitiori, by which a great deal of time 
was unneceffarily confumed. The fmall Ihipis and 
^bomb-ketches were brought near the fhofe to cover 
the reimbarkation ; and a confiderable number of 
fea-ofEcers was Rationed on the beach tofuperin- 
5 " • tend 
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tend the boats crews, and regulate the fervice; but ^"* ^7S^* 
notwithftanding ail their attention and authority, 
feme of the boats were otherwife employed than in 
conveying the unhappy foldiers : had all the cutters 
and fmall craft belonging to the fleet been properly 
occupied in this fcrvice, the difgrace and difafter of 
the day would fcarce have happened. 

The Britifh forces had fkirmifhed a little on the A flronj? 
march, *but no confiderable body of the enemy ^^^^l^ 
appeared until the enibarkation was begun ; then advance* 
rhey took poffeffion of an eminence by a wind- again^ 
mill, and forthwith opened a battery of ten can- ^"* 
non and eight mortars, from whence they fired 
with, confiderable effeft upon the foldiers on the 
beach, and on the boats in their paffage. They af- 
terwards began to march down the hill, partly co- 
vered by a hollow- way on their left, with defign to 
gain a wood, where' they might form and extend 
thcmfelves along the front of the Englifh, and ad- 
vance againft them under fhelter of the fand- hills ; 
but in their defcent they fuffered extremely from , 
the cannon and mortars of the fhipping, which 
made great havock, and threw them into confufion. 
Their line of march down tjie hill was ftaggered, 
and for fome time continued infufpence; then they 
turned off to one fide, extended themfelvcs along 
a hill to their left, and advanced in a hollow-way, 
from* whence they fuddenly rulhed out to the at- 
tack. Though the greater part of the Britifh ^ 
troops were already embarked, the rear-guard, con- 
, lifting of ail the grenadiers, and half of the firft 
. regiment of guards, remained on thj5 fliore to the 
number of fifieen hundred, under the command of 
major- general Dury. This officer feeing the French 
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Aa. 1758. advance, ordered his troops to form in grand divi- 
fions, and march from behind the bank that CQvered. 
them, in order to charge the enemy before they 
could be formed on the plain. Had this ftep beea 
taken, when it was firll fuggefted to Mr. Dury, 
before the French were difengaged from the hol- 
low-way, perhaps it might have fo far fucceeded as 
todifconcert and throw them into confufion : but 
by this time they had extended themfelves into a. 
very formidable front, and no hope remained of 
' being able to withftand fuch a fuperior number. 
Inftead of attempting to fight againft fuch odds in. 
an open field of battle, they might have retreated 
along the beach to a rock on the left, in which 
progrefs their right flank could have been fecured 
by the intrenchment •, and the enemy could not 
have purfued them along the fhore, without being 
expofed to fuch a fire from the (hipping, as, in all 
probability, they could not have fuftained. This 
fcheme was likewife propofed to Mr. Dury, but he 
fcemed to be aduated by a fpir'^t of infatuation. 
They ctt '^'^^ Englifli line being drawn up in uneven 
off the ground, began the aftion with an irregular fire 
oTthe"*^ from right to left, which the enemy returned ; but 
Engliih. their ufual fortitude and refolutioa feemed to for- 
fake them on this occafion. They faw themfelves 
in danger of being furrounded, and cut in pieces i 
their officers dropped on every fide ; and all hope 
of retreat was now intercepted. In this cruel di- 
lemma their fpirits failed •, they were feized with a 
panic J they faultered, they broke, and in lefs than 
five minutes after the engagement began, they fled 
in the utmoft confufion, purfued by the enemy, 
who ho fooncr faw them give way than they fell m 

among 
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^mong them with their bayonets fixed, and made a ^^- "75^-^ 
great carnage.; General Dury being dangeroufly 
wounded, ran into the fea, where he periflied ^ and 
this was the fate of a great number, officers as well 
as foldiers. Many fwam towards the boats and vef- 
fcls which were ordered to give them all manner of 
affiftance; but by far the greater number were ei- 
ther butchered on the beach, or drowned in the wa- 
ter : a fmall body, however, inftead of throwing 
themfelves into the fea, retired to the rock oa 
the left, where they made a (land, until they 
had exhaufted their ammunition, and then fur- 
rendered at difcretion. The havock was more- 
over increafed by the Ihot and ftiells difcharged 
from the battery which the enemy had raifcd on the 
hill : the (laughter would not have been fo great, • 
had not the French foldiers been exafperated by the 
fire from the frigates, which was ftiil maintained 
even after the Englifti troops were routed : but 
this was no fooner filenced by a fignal from the 
commodore, than the enemy exhibited a noble ex- 
ample of moderation and humanity, in granting 
immediate quarter and proteftibn to the vanquifli- 
ed. About one thoufand chofen men of the Ertg- 
lilh army were killed and taken prifoners on this oc- 
cafion : nor was the advantage cheaply purchafed 
by the French troops, among whom the ftiot and 
ihells from the frigates and ketches had done great 
execution. The clemency of the viftors was the 
more remarkable, as the Britifh troops in this ex- 
pedition had been fhamefuUy guilty of marauding, 
pillaging, burning, and other excefles. 

War is fo dreadful in itfelf, and fo fevere in its Reflec- 
confcquences, that the exercife of gerierofity and ^°"| ^L. 

R 3 com- neral. 
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An. 1758. compaflion, by which its horrors are mitigated,^ 
ought ever to be applauded, jencouraged, and imi- 
tated. We ought alfo to ufe our bell endeavour^ 
to deferve this treatment at the hands of a civilizecj 
enemy. Let us be humane in our turns to thofc 
whom the fate of war hath fubjedted to our power: 
let us, in profecuting our military operations, main- 
tain the mod rigid difcipline among the troops^ 
and religioufly abftain from all afts of vjplence and 
oppreffion. Thus, a laudably emulation ^iU un- 
doubtedly cnfue, and the powers at war, vie with 
each other in humanity and politenefs. In other 
refpefts, the commander of an invading armament 
will always find his account in being well with the 
common people of the country in which the deicent 
is made. By civil treatment, and fe^fonable grati- 
fications, they will be encouraged to bring into thq 
» • camp regular fupplies of provifion and refreftiment ; 
they will mingle with the foldiers, and even form 
friendlhips among them ; ferve as guides, meffen* 
gers, and interpreters -, let out their cattle for hire 
as^ draught- horfes -, work in their pwn perfons as 
day-labourers •, difcover proper fords, bridges, 
roads, pafles, and defiles; and, if artfully ma^ 
naged, communicate many ufeful hints of intelli- 
gence. 

And upon ^^ great care and circumfpeftion be not exerted 

fuch def- in maintaining difcipline, and bridling the liccn-. 

cents m ^jQ^^g difpofition of the foldiers, fuch invafions will 

particular* ^ 

be productive of nothing but mifcarriage and dif- 
grace : for this, at bcft, is but a piratical way of 
carrying on the war ; and the troops engaged in 
it are, in fonie mcafurc, debauched by the nature ' 
of the fervicc. They are crouded together in 

tranfportSji 
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tranfports, where the minute particulars of Bdlli- An. mjs^^ 
tary order cannot be obferved, even though the 
good oF the fervice greatly depends u^on a d!uc 
^bfervance of thefe forms. The foldiers grow ne- 
jgligeiat, and inattentive to cleannefs and the exte^ 
rior ornaments of drefs: they become flovenly, 
llpthful. and altogether unfit for a return of duty : 
jthey are tumbled about occafionally in fhips and 
boats, landed and reimbarked in a tumultuous 
manner, u^ider a divided and difor(}erly command : 
they are accuftomed to retire at the firft report of 
lan approaching enemy^ and to take fhelter on an- 
other element •, nay, their fmall pillaging psu'ties 
jarc often obliged to fly before unarmed peafants. ' 
Their duty on fucb occafions is the moft unmanly 
part pf a foldier's office ; namely, to ruin, ravage, 
^nd deftrpy. They foon yield to the temptation 
of pillage, and are habituated to rapine : they give 
fi, Ipofe to intemperance, riot, and intoxication ; 
icomipit a thoufand excdies j and, when the ^nemy 
l^ppears, run on board the fliips with thejr booty- 
Thus the dignity of the fervice is debafed ; they 
Ipfe all fenfe of honour, and of fliame : they 4f e no, 
longe;r reftrifted by military laws, nor oven-awe)^ 
by tbe authority of officers :r-in a word, they dege- 
- iiefaxe into a fpeeies of lawlefe buccaneers. From 
fuch a total relaxitiod of morals and difciplin^> 
Mfhdt can enfue but riot, confufion, dilhonour, and 
defeat ? All the advantage that can be expedled 
from thef? fud4eft ftarts of invafion, will fcarce 
over-b9il(ince the evils we have mentjoned, togcr 
ther with the extraprdin^ expeoce pf equipping 
?rmame.nits pf thij nature. True it is, thefe defeent^ 
flblige tJ^e French kin§ to employ a cpnfid^rable 
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An.ij$$. number of his troops for the defence of his mari- 
time places': they ferve to ruin the trade of his 
fubjefts, proteft the navigation of Great Britain, 
and fecure its coaft from invafion : but thefe pur- 
pofes might be as elFeftually anfwered, at a much 
fmaller ^xpicnce, by the (hipping alone. Should it 
be judged expedient, however, to profecute this de- 
fultory kind of war, the commanders employed in it, 
will do well to confider, that a defcent ought never 
to be hazarded in an enemy's country, without 
having(jaken proper precautions to fecure a re- 
treat ; that the fcvereft difcipline ought to be pre- 
fervcd, during all the operations of the campaign ; 
that a general ought never to difembark but upon 
a well- concerted plan, nor commence his military 
tranfadfcions without fome immediate point or ob- 
jeft in view ; that a reimbarkation oi^t never to 
be attempted, except from a clear open beach, 
where the approaches of an enemy may be feen, 
and the troops covered by the fire of their (hipping. 
Thofe who prefumed to refled: upon the particu- 
lars of this laft expedition, owned themfelves at a 
lofs to account for the conduft of the g — -, in re- 
maining on ftiore after the defign upon St. Male 
was laid afide ; in penetrating fo far into the coun- 
try, without any vifible objedt \ negledling the re- 
peated intelligence which he received ; communi- 
cating by beat of drum his midnight motions to an 
enemy of double his force j loitering near fevcn 
hours in a march of three miles ; and, laftly, .at- 
tempting the reimbarkation of the troops at a place 
where no proper meafures had been taken for their 
cover and defence. After the aftion of St. Cas, 
fome civilities,, by melTage, paflcd between the 

duk<i 
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dukevd'Aiguillon and the Englifti commanders, An.i75S. 
who were favoured with a lift of the prifoners, in- 
cluding four fea-captains ; and aflured, that the 
wounded Ihould receive all poffible comfort and af- 
fiftance. Thefe matters being adjufted, commo- 
dore Howe returned with the fleet to Spithead, 
and the foldiers were difembarked. 

The fuccefs of the attempt upon Cherbourg had 
elevated the people to a degree of childifti triumph^; 
and the g— — thought proper to indulge this pe- 
tulant fpirit of exAltation, by expofing twenty-one 
pieces of French cannon in Hyde-park, from 
whence they were drawn in procejTion to the 
Tower, amidft the acclamations of the populace. 
•From this pinnacle of elation and pride they wer© 
precipitated to the abyfs of defpondence or dejec- 
tion, by the account of the milcarriage at St. Cas, Exulta- 
which buoyed up the fpirits.of the French in the f^^^^ 
fame proportion. The people of that nation began people* 
to ftand in need of feme fuch cordial after tjie 
loiles they had fuftained, and the miniftry of Ver- 
failles did not fail to make the moft of this advan- 
tage : they publiQied a pompous narrative of the * 
battle at St. Cas, and magnified into a mighty 
viftory the puny check which they had given to 
the rear-guard of an inconfiderable detachment. 
The people received it with implicit belief, becaufe ' 
it was agreeable to their paffions, and congratu- - 
lated themfelves upon their fuccefs in hyperboles, 
didtated by that vivacity fo peculiar to the French 
nation. Indeed, thefe are artifices which the mi- 
• nifters of every nation find it neceflary to ufe at 
certain conjuhftures, in governing the turbulent 
and capricious multitude. 

After 
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^^ i75^« After the misfortune at St, C^, nothing further 
was attempted by that armament ; nor was any enr 
terpri^e of importance atchieved by the^ Britifli 
(hips in Europe during the courfe of this fummer- 
The cruifers, hpwever, ftill continued aftive and 
Captures ^igj-t. Captain Heryey, in the fliip Monmouth, 
enemy, deftroyed a French fhip of forty guns in the ifland 
of Malta i an exploit of which the Maltefe loudly 
complained, as a violation of thc|F neutrality. 
About twenty fail of fnoall French vcffels were 
driven alhore on the rocks of Bretagne, by fome 
cruifers belonging to the fleet commanded by lord 
Anfon, after a fmart engagement with two frigates, 
under whofe convoy they failed. In the month of 
November the BcUiqueux, a French fhip of war, 
mounted with fixty-four guns, having, by miftake, 
run up St. George's channel, and anchored ifa Lun? 
dy-road, captain Saumarez of tlie Antelope, then 
lying in King-road, immediately weighed and went 
in queft of her, according to the advice he had re- 
ceived. When he appeared, the French captain 
heavjed up his anchor, and made a fhew of prepar- 
ing for an engagement ; but foon hauled down his 
. colours, . and, without firing a flxot, furrendered, 
with a complement of four hundred and feventeen 
men, to a (hip of inferior force, both in number of 
^ands and weight of metal. 
f irtdes ]8y this time the Englifh privateers fwarmed to 

\iT^A ^^ - degree in the channel, that fcarce a French 
Engl^ veflel durft quit the harbour, and confequehtly 
• priva- there was little or no booty to be obtained. In 
this dearth of legal prizes, fome of the adventura"s 
were temprcd to cpmmifafts of piracy, and adtual- 
ly rifled the ftiips of neutral nadons. A Dutc^ 

vcflel. 
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veffel, having on board the baggage and domcftics ^^' ^7^i< 
belonging to the marquis de Pignatelli, ambafla- 
dor froni the court of Spain to the king of Den- 
mark, was boarded three times fuc^ceffively by the 
crews of three different privateers, who forced the 
hatches, rummaged the hold, broke open and 
rifled the trunks and boxes of the ambaffador, in- 
fulted and even cruelly bruifed his officers, ftrippcd 
his domeftics, and carried off his effefts, together 
with letters of credit, and a bill of exchange. Com- 
plaints of thefe outrages being made to the court 
of London, the Iprd^ of the admiralty promifed, in 
fhe Gazette, a reward of five -hundred poqndst 
■without deduftion, to any perfon who Ihould difco- 
yer the offenders concerpcd in thefe afts of piracy, 
Some of them were detefted accordingly, and 
brought to condign puniftxment. 

The Dutch had for fome time carried on a very A great 
jconfiderable traffick, not only in taking the fair ^l^^iJ 
advantages of their neutrality, bpt alfo in fupply- fhips 
ing the French witji naval ftores, ^nd tranfporting ^^^^ 
the produce of the French fugar- colonies to Eu- 
rope, as carriers hired by the proprietors. The 
Englifh governnient, inqenfed at this unfair com- 
merce, profecuted with fuch flagrant partiality for 
their enemies, iflued orders for the cruifcrs to ar- 
reft all fhips of neutral powers that fhould ' havip 
French property on board; and thefe orders were 
executed with rigour and feverity. A great num- 
ber of Dutch fliips wer^ taken, and condemned as 
legal prizes, both in.England and Jamaica : fomcr 
times the owners met with hard meafure, and fome 
crews were treated with infojence and barbarity. 
The fubjefts of the United Provinces railed a loud 

cla- 
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An. 1758. clamour againft the Englifli, for havinjg by thefe 
Clamour captures violated the law of nations, and the par- 
by the ticular treaty of commerce fubfifting between Great 
S Hol^^ Britain and the Republic. Remonftrances were 
bud. made to the Englifh miniftry, who expoftulated in 
their turn with the deputies of the States General ; 
and the two nations were inflamed againft each 
other with the moft bitter animofity. The Britifli 
refident at the Hague, in a conference with the 
States^ reprefented, that the king his matter could 
not hope to fee peace fpeedily re-eftabli(hed, if the 
neutral princes fliould aflume a right of carrying on 
the trade of his enemies : that he expefted, from 
their known juftice, and the alliance by which they 
were fo nearly connefted with his fubjedVs, they 
would honcftly abandon this fraudulent commerce, 
and agree, that naval ftores fliould be compre- 
hended in the clafs of contraband commodities. 
He anfwered fome articles of the complaints they 
had made with an appearance of candour and mo- 
deration ; declared his majefty*s abhorrence of the' 
violences which had been committed upon the fub- 
jefts of the United Provinces ; explained the fteps 
, which had been taken by the Englifli government 

to bring the ofi^enders to juftice, as well as to pre- 
vent fuch outrages for the future*, and afllired 
them, that his Britannic majefl:y had nothing more 
at heart than to renew, and maintain in full force, 
the mutual confidence and friendfliip by which the 
maritime powers of England and Holland had 
been fo long united. Thefe profeflions of efl:eem 
and affeftion were not fufficient to quiet the minds 
and appeafe the refentment of the Dutch mer- 
chants i and the French party, which was both 

nu- . 
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numerous and powerful, employed all their art and ^^^ *7S^» 
influence to exafperate their paflions, and widen 
the breach between the two nations. The court 
of Verfaiiles did not fail to feize this opportunity 
of infinuation : while, on one hand, their minifters. 
and emiffaries in Holland exaggerated the indigni- 
ties and injuries which the States had fuftained, 
from the infolence and rapacity of the Englifh ;. 
they, on the other hand, flattered and cajoled them 
with little advantages in trade, and formal profef- 
iions of rcfpeft. Such was the memorial delivered 
by the count D'AfFry, intimating, that the Em- 
prefs queen being under an abfolute neceffityof 
employing all her forces to defend her hereditary 
dominions in Germany, flie had been obliged to 
withdraw her troops from Oftend and Nieuport ; 
and applied to the French king, as her ally neareft 
at hand, to garrifon thefe two places, which, how- 
ever, fhould be reftored at the peace, or fooner, 
fliould her Imperial majefty thin^ prober. 

The fpirit of the Dutch merchants at this junc- Famous 
ture, and their fentiments with refpeft to England,* petidott 
appeared with very high colouring in a memorial statest 
to the States General, fubfcribed by two hundred 
and fixty-nine traders, compofed and prefentcd' 
with equal fecrecy and circumfpeftion. In this 
famous remonftrance they complained, that the 
violences and unjufl: depredations committed by 
the Englilh fhips of war and privateers on the vtf- 
fels and effedts of them and their fellow -fubjedts, 
were not only continued, but daily multiplied; 
and cruelty and excefs carried to fuch a pitch of 
wanton barbarity, that the petitioners were forced 
to imi)lorc the affiftance of their High Mighti- 
neHes to proced, in the moft eiEcacious. manner, 

the 
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An. 1758.' the commerce and navigation, which were the two 
finews of the republic For this neceflary pur- 
pofe they offered to contribute each his contingent, 
and to arm at their own charge ; and other propo- 
litions were made for an immediate augmenta- 
tion of the marine. While this party induftrioufly 
ekerted all their power and credit to effcft a rup- 
ture with England, the Princefs Gouvernante em- 
ployed all her intereft and addrefs to divert them 
from this objcft, and alarm them with refpeft to 
the power and defigns of France ; againft which 
fhe earneftly exhorted them to augment their mi- 
litary forces by land, that they might be prepared 
to defend themfclves againft all invafion. At the 
fame time Ihe fpared no pains to adjuft the dif- 
ferences between her hufband's country and her 
father's kingdom •, and, without doubt, her heal- 
ing counfels were of great efficacy in preventing 
matters from coming to a very dangerous extremity, 
Kan of an The whole ftrerigth of Great Britain during this 
attempt campaign, was not exhaufted in petty defcents 

theErcnch ^P^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ France. The continent of Ame- 

fcttle- rica was the great theatre on which her chief vi- 

^^^ gour was difplayed ; nor did ftie fail to exert her- 

of Africa, fctf in ftfccefsful efforts againft the French fettle- 

ments on the coaft of Africa. The whole gum 

trade from Cape Blanco to the river Gambia, an 

extent of five hundred miles, had been engroffcd 

by the French, who built Fort Louis within the 

mouth of the Senegal, extending their faftorie^ near 

three hundred leagues up that river, and on the 

fame coaft had fortified the ifland of Goree, in 

which they maintained a confiderable garrifon. 

The gum-fenega, of which a great quantity is 

ufed by the manufadturers of England, being . 

wholly 
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ivjiolly in the hands of the enemy, the Englifli An*i75fi 
dealers we>e obliged to buy it at fecond-hand from 
the Dutch, who purchafed it of the French, and 
cxafted an exorbitant price for that commodity* 
Thii confideration forwardecj the plan fdr annex- 
ing the country to the poffeffions of Great Bri- 
tain. The projeft was firft conceived by Mr. 
Thomas Gumming, a fenfible quaker, who, as a 
private merchant, had made a voyage to Porten- 
dcrick, an adjoining part of the coaft, and con- 
tracted a perfonal acquaintance with Amir the 
Moorilh king of Legibeili *. He found this African 
prince extremely well dilpofed towards the fubjedls 
of Great Britain, whom he publicly preferred to 
all other Europeans, and fo exafpcrated againft the 
French, that he declared he Ihould never be eafy till 
they were exterminated from the river Senegal. At 
riiat v^ry time he had.commenced hoftilities againft 
them, and earneftly defired that the king of Eng- 
land would fend out an armament to reduce Fort 
Louis and Goree, with fome ftiips of force to 
proteft the traders. In that cafe he promifed to 
join his Britannic majefty's forces, and grant an , 
exclufive trade to his fubjefts. Mr, Gumming not 
only perceived the advantage that wpuld refult 
from fuch an exclufive privilege with regard to the 
gum, but forefaw many other important confe- 
quences of an extehfive trade in a country, which, 
over and above the gum-fenega, contains many valu- 
able articles, fuch as gold duft, elephants teeth,hides, ^ 

cotton, bees-Wax, flaves, oftrich feathers, indigo, 

i I ... .--... . ■ ■ — ■ - ■ ,■ • ■■.■■—., ■ ^ 

* The name the natives ^ve Gum-Coaft,and calledin roaps» ^ 

to that part of South Bar- I'he Sandy Defart of Sara> and 

bary, known to merchants and fome times Zara. ^ 

lUvigators by that of The- 

am- 
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An. 1758. ambergris, and civet. Elevated with the prof- 
pe<5t of an acquilition fo valuable to his country, 
this honefl quaker was equally minute and indefa- 
tigable in his inquiries, touching the commerce of 
the coaft, as well as the ftrength and (ituation of 
the French fettlements on the river Senegal y and, 
at his return to England, a£):ually formed the plan 
of an expedition for the conqueft of Fort Louis. 
This was prefcnted to the board of trade, by whom 
it was approved, after a fevere examination : but it 
required the patriotic zeal, and invincible perfevc- 
ranee of Mr. Gumming, to furmount a variety of 
obftacles before it was adopted by the miniftry 5 
and even then it was not executed in its full ex- 
tent. He was abridged of one large fliip j and in 
lieu of fix hundred land-forces to be draughted 
from different regiments, which he in vain de- 
manded, firft from the d — of C , and af- 
terwards from lord L r, the lords of the 

ad y allotted two hundred marines only for 

this fervicc. 
Expedi- After repeated follicitation he, in the year one 
don to thoufand fcven hundred and fifty-feven, obtained 
S«»^ga • ^^ order, that the two annual (hips bound to the 
coaft of Guiney, fhould be ^joined by a floopand 
two bufles, and make an attempt upon the French 
fettlement in the river Senegal. Thefe ftiips, how** 
ever, were detained by contrary winds, until the 
feafon was too far advanced to admit a probability of 
fuccefs, and therefore the defign was poflponed. In. 
the beginning of the prefent year, Mr. Gumming, 
being reinforced with the intereft of a confiderablc 
merchant in the city, to whom he had commu- 
nicated the plan, renewed his applications to the 
miniftry, and they refolved to hazard the enter- 
2 prize. 


GEORGE IL 473 

ptizei. "A fmall fqu^dron was equipped for this ^0.1758. 
fexpedition, under the command of captain Marfli^ 
having on boatd a body bf mariiies^ commanded 
by major Mafonj with k detdchtneht of ^rtillery,^ 
ten pieces of cannbn, eight mof tar^, and i ton- 
fiderable quantity of warlilce ftores gtnd arnmu* 
nition. Captain Walker was appointed engineer j 
and Mr. Cumming was concerned as a principal di- ^ 
rcftor and prommer of the expedition *. This little 
armament failed in the beginning of March; and ift 
their paflage touched at the iQand Tenefiffi where,' 
while the fhips fnpplied themfelves with wine and 
Water, Mr. Cumming proceeded in the Swan flx>op 
to Portenderrick, being charged with a letter of ci^e- 
dence to his old friend the ktng of that court trj^, 
who had faVbured him in his laft viftt wrth an ex-* 
dufive trade on that coaft, by a formal charter, 
written in the Arabic language; which charter is 
ftill in his pofleCGpn. .This prince was no^ up . 
the country engaged in a war with his neigh- 
bours, called the Diable-Moors-|- ; and the qfu^eil- 
dowager, who r6ftiained at Portenderrick, gave Mr, 


-*-»* 


*On this occafion Mr. Cum- fingle ad.-*-If it was the firfl 

filing may feeni td have afitied military fcheme of any Quaker, 

dirddlly contrary to the tenets let it be rememhered it was al- 

of his* religious prt>fei]ion ; btt| fo the firH fuccefsfbl expeditijux 

he' ever £clared to thq mini- of this war, and one of thefirfl 

ftry, that he wa^ fully per- that was ever carried oh ac- 

ftiaded his fehejties might be cording tp the picific fyfteni of 

accomplifhed without the efTu- the Quakers^ without the lofs oT 

ftoil of human blood ; and that a drop of blood on either fide. 

if he thought otherwife, he f This is the name by whith. 

would by no means' have con- the fuhje^s of Legib^lli diif^ 

cerned himfelf about them, tinguiih thofeof Brackna^who 

He aifo defired^ let the ton- inhabit the country farther up 

fe(}uence be what it 'mighty his the river Senegal, and afe.in 

brethren fliould not be charge- conflant ailitince with the 

eble with what was his OYfn French* 

Ntjmb. i6. S Cum- 
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An. 1758. Cumming to undcrftand, that flie could not at pre- 
fcnt fpare any troops to join the Englifh in theic 
expedition againft Senegal : but fhe affured him, 
that fhould the French be externiinated, fhe and 
her fubjefts would go thither and fettle. In the 
mean time one of the chiefs^ called Prince Amir, 
difpatched a meffenger to the king with advice df 
their arrival and defign. He declared that he would, 
with all poflible diligence, affemblc three hundred 
warriors to join the Englifh troops-, and that,, in his? 
. opinion, the king would reinforce them with a de- 
tachment from his army. 
TheEng- ^Y ^^^ ^^^^ captain Marfti, with the reft of the 
lifh troops armament, Jiad arrived at Portenderrick, and fear;^ 
intrench j^^g ^^^^ ^j^^ enemy might receive intimation of his 
bank of defign, refolved to proceed on the expedition with- 
th€ river, out waiting for the promifed auxiliaries. On < the 
twenty -fecond day of April he weighed anchor ; 
and next day at four o'clock, difcovered the French 
flag flying upon Fort Louis, fituatcd in the midft 
of a pretty confiderable town, which exhibited a 
very agreeable appearance. The commodore hav- 
ing n)afde prize of a Dutch fliip richly loaden with 
gum, which lay at anchor without the bar,* came 
. to anchor in Senegal-road, at the mouth of the 
river •, and here he perceilred fevefal armed floops 
which the enemy had detached to defend the paf- 
fage of the bar, which is extremely dangerous. 
All the boats were employed in conveying the ftores 
into the fmall craft, while three of the floops con- 
tinued exchanging fire over a narrow tongue of 
land with the veflels of the enemy, confifling erf 
one brig and fix armed floops, mounted with great 
guns and fwivels. At length the channel being 
4 ^ " dit 
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difcovered^ and the wind^^ which gjcnerally blows An. 1758; 
down the river, choppingj about, captain Millar, of 
the London bufs, feized that opportunity; and paf- 
fing the bar with a flowing flieet, dropped anchor 
on the mfidc, where he lay till' night, expofed to 
the whole fire of the enemy. Next- day he was 
joined by the other fmall veflels, and a reguFar en- 
gagement^ enfued. This was warmly maintained. 
on both fides, until the bufTes and one dogger 
running agroundj immediately bulged, and were 
filled with water. Then the troops thty contain- 
td took to their boats, and with lome difficulty 
reached the fhore, where they formed in a body, , 
and were foon joined by their companions from the 
other veflels ; fo that now the whole amounted to 
three hundred and ninety marines, befides the de- 
tachment of artillery. As they laid their account 
Tvith being attacked by the natives, who lined the 
ihore at fome diftance, leemingly determined to 
oppofe the defcent, they forthwith threw up an in- 
trenchment, and began to difembark the ftores, 
great part of which lay under water. While they, 
were employed in raifing this occafional defence, 
the negroes came in great numbers, and fubmitted ; 
and on the fucceeding day they were reinforced by 
three hundred and fifty feamen, who pafled the bar 
in floops, with their enfign^ and. colours flying. 

They had made no further progrefs in thrir ope- Th-' 
tations, when two French deputies arrived at the French 

*-, .1 r ^ r -^i- governor 

intrenchment, with propoials tor a capitulation of Fort 
from the, governor of. Fort Louis. After fome he- Louis ca- 
fitation captain Marfti and major Mafon agreed, P^'-^^^^-^- 
That all .the white people belonging to the French 
company at -Senegal, fliould be Tafely conducted to 

S 2 France ' 
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An, 1758 France in an Englifti vefiel, without being deprived 
of their private cffcfts, provided all the merchan- 
dize, and uncoined trcafure, Ihould be delivered up 
to the viftors ; and that all the forts, ftore-houfes^ 
veffels, arms, provifions, and every article belong- 
ing to the company in that river^ Ihould be put 
intd the haods of the Englifli immediately after the 
capitulation could be figncd. They promifed that 
the free natives living at Fort Louis, ftiould re- 

* main in quiet poflfcflSon of their effeds, and inr 
the free exercife of their religion j and that all ne- 
groes, mulattoes, and others, who could prove 
th^mfelves free, Ihould have it in their option ei- 
ther to remain in the place, or remove to any other 
part of the country *. The captains Campbell and 
Walker were immediately fent up the river with ^ 
flag of truce, to fee the articles figned and exe- 
cuted 5 but they were fo retarded by the rapidity 
of the ftream, that they Sid not approach the fort 
till three in the morning. As foon as the day 
broke they hoifted their flag, aad rowed up to- 
wards a battery oa a point of the ifland, where they 
hy upon their oars very near a full hour, beating 
the chamade ; but no notice was taken of their ap- 
proach. This referve appearing myfterious, they 
retired down the river to their intrcnchment, where 

' they underftood that the negroes on the ifland 
were in arrtis, and had blocked up the French ia 
Fort Louis, refolving to defend the place to the 

y 

* The vidlors) however, the Eoglift merchaiitSy by ia- 

committed a very great mif- forming th^m of the commo? 

take in allowing them to carry dities, their value« the proper 

efF their books and accompts, feaibns, and 'methods of pro- 


the perufal of ^hich wbuld iecu^g the Cradot 
•have been of infinite fervipe to 
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laft extremity, unkfs they Ihould be included in An. 1758. 
the capitulatioa. This intelligence was, communi- 
cated in a fecond letter from the governor, who 
like wife informed the Enslilh' commander, that 
4jnlefs the French direftor-gehcral Ihould be pcr- 
initted to remain with the natives as a furcty for 
that article o^ the capitulation in which they were . 
concerned, they would allow thcmfclvcs to be cut 
in pieces rather fehai>fubmit. ' 

Thds requeft beiAg granted, the Englifh forces The Eng- 
began their march to Fort Louis, accompanied by ^»^ ^^rce* 
^ number oS ItMig-boati, iti which the artillery a^id feffion of 
ftores had been embarked. The French feeing Senegal. 
them advance, imcpediately ftruck their ffag^ and 
major Mafon took pofleffion of the cattle, where ^ 

he found ninety two pifeces of cannon, with trea- , 

fure and merdhandije toa confiderablc value. The 
corporatioft and biarghers of the town of Senegal 
fuhmitted'v and fwort jEtUegiance to his Britannic 
majcfty: the ncighboorinrg princes, attended hf 
numerous retinues, vilited the CQmm^der, Jifid 
concluded treaties m'lrUtt the Engfifti nation- >. sfftd 
the king of. Porcenderrick, or Legibelfi, fe#t <ft 
ambaflador from his otmp to m^r M^ofi, ^n^i 
prcfcnts, compliments of congrai?tutet»», aftd rf- 
furanccs of fricndfliipc The ntimter df ftorhldift- 
pcndenjt Negroes . and MdlaDttow fet<ie* at S«A<f- 
gal amounted to three thoufaiiid^ andrm^Pff of dvefe 
«nj6yed Baves and pofTcffions.' 06 their (Wm; The 
two French faftories of Pbdore afld Oaliftt', the iM-r .• 
ler ficuacedirtiue hundred irtfe* ftft-Aw opth^ rtvef, 
^cre iiBclmfcd in the capfeoMw j f6 thaf Gwat Brt^ 
tain,< almoft withdOT.ftrikiwg^a bte>^,^ fooii* herfelf ^ 
polTcircd of a cpnqueft, from which, W Wr pJJoffcf rtiflh 

S 3 ^ ^ nage- 
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An* 1758. nagemcntjfhemayderiveinconceivable riches. This 
, impprtant acqiiifuion being in a great meafure, if 
not intirely, owing to the fagacity, zeal, and indefa- 
tigable efforts of Mr. Gumming, who not 'only 
formed the plan, and folicited the. arniament, but 
. alfo attended the execution of it in'peribn, at the 
hazard of his life, and to the interruption "of his 
private concerns -, thofe who plrelid^ at the helhi of 
affairs, with fuch reputation for candour and libe- 
rality, will no doubt confider it tis a point of con- 
fcience, not only to indemnify him for the time he 
has loft, and the trouble he has taken, but even 
amply reward him, in proportion to the benefit. 
. which the nation wilf reap from hi^fcrvice. 
Unfuc- Fort Louis being fecured with an Englifh garri- 

cer5ful at- fon^ ^and fome armed veffels left to guard the paf- 
upon Go- ^^%^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^'> ^t ^he mouth of the river, the 
ice. great fhips proceeded to make an attempt upon 

the ifland of Goree, ^hich lies at the diftance of 
thirty leagues from Senegal. There the French 
company had confidecable magazines and ware- 
houfes, and lodged the negro-flaves until they 
could be Ihipped for the Weft Indies. If the ad- 
ditional force which Mr. Gumming propofed for 
the conqucft of this-ifland had been added to the 
armament, in all probability the ifland would have 
been reduced ; and; in that cafe, the napion woul4 
have faved the ^ conliderable expence of a fubfe- 
quent expedition againft it, under the conduft of 
commodore Keppel. At; prefent the fhips, by 
vhich Goree was attacked, were found unequal to 
the attempt, and it mifcarried accordingly j though 
the mifcarriage was attended, with little 6r no da- 
n^age to the alTailants. 

' , 59^ne5 
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Scenes of ftill greater importance were afted in ^"- ^7S*- 
North America, where, excUifive of the fleet and Expcdi- 
marines, the government had aflembkd about jfifty capcBre- 
thbufand men, including two and twenty thoufand ton. 
regular troops. The earl of Loudon having re- 
turned to England, the chief command in America 
devolved to major-general Abercrpmbie ; but as 
the objefts of operation were various, the forces^ 
were divided into three detached bodies, under as 
many different commanders. About twelve thou- 
fand were deftined to undertake the fiege of Louif- 
bourg, on the iflandof Cape Breton. The general 
himfelf referved near fixteen thoufand for the r^- 
duftion of Crown Point, a fort fituated on the lake 
Champlain : eight thoufand, under the condudt of 
brigadier- general Forbes, were allotted for the con- ^ 

queft of Fort du Quefne, which flood a great way 
to the fouthward, near the river Ohio-, and a con- 
fiderable garrifon was left at Annapolis in Nova 
Scotia. The reduftion of Louifbourg and the 
ifland of Cape Breton, being afi objeft of imme- 
diate confideration, was undertaken .With all pof- 
fibledifpatch. M^or-generalAmherfl: being join- 
ed by admiral Bofcawen, with the fleet and forces 
from England, the whole armament, confifting of 

, one hui^dred and fifty-feven iail, took their depar- 
ture from the harbour of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, 
pn-the twenty-eiglith of May j and on the lecond 
day of June part of the tranfports anchored in the " 
. bay of Gabarus, about feven miles to the wefliward 

. of Louifbourg. The garrifon of this place, com- 
inanded by the chevalier Drucour, confifted of - 
*wo thoufand five hundred regular troops, three 
Jiundred militia, formed of the burghers, and ^ 

- . . S 4 towards 
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Ai».i75*. towards the end of the ficge they were rtinfor^ed 
by three hundred and ijfty Canadiaos, including 
thrcefcore Indians. Th? harbour ws^ fecured t>y 
fiac ^ (hips of th^ line, and fiv? frigates, three cf 
which the enemy fonk, 2^crofs the harbour's oipytbi 
in order to render it ins^cceffible to the£ngtt&. 
(hipping. The fortifications were in bad repair, 
many parts of them crumbling down (he covered . 
way, and fev^r^l baftipns expofed in fuch ^ man- 
ner as to be enfiladed by the befiegers, and no 
part of the town fecure from the effefts of can- 
non^iing and bombardment. The governor l\a4 
taken all the precautions in his powei^ to prevent 4 
landings by eftaUifhing a chain of pofts, th^t cj^-p 
tended two leagues and a half along the «i(^ ac^ 
, qeffible parts of the be^ch: intreftchmcnts were 

thrown up, and batteries eredked ; but there were 
fome intermediate places which could npt be pror 
perly f^cyred, and in one of thpfe th^ Englifti 
troops were difembarked. 
The The difpofmoa being made for landing a de- 

tT^ps arfl tgchment, in feveral floops, under convoy, pafied 
fei>rl^e(|; by the mouth of the harbour towards Loremfeec^ 
in order to draw the enemy'i attention Jthat way* 
whik the landing fhould really be effefted on th^ 
other fide of the town. On the eighth. day of June^ 
the troops being afTembled in the boats before day- 
Iwreak, in three divifions, feveral floops.^nd frigates, 
that were flationed along-fhore in tl^ bay of Ga- 
barus, began to fcour the beach with their fhot 5 

• r-i '. r—^ / ■ " 

♦ ThePrudppt, of feventy- faifant, of iixty- four guns eacli^ 

four guns; the Kntreprenant, the Apollo, of fifty guns; the 

of feventy- four guns; theCa- Chevre, Biche, Fidelfe, Diana, 

pricieux, Celcbrc,' aad Bicii- and Ecchp frigatrs. 

and 
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find after tjhie fire had corvjinued about a quarter of An^ijS^ 
an hour,^ thje boats^ cqntaining the divifibn on the 
Jefc, iwrc raw^d towards^ the fhore^ imdcr the com- 
mand of brig^wi^-generaJ Wolfe, aa accompUfhe^ 
officer, who,, in the fequel, displayed very extra* 
pediatry propfsof military, genius. At the fara€ 
ti^ipe the otjw&ir two divi;riCM;is, on the right and ia 
tim c^iUrQ, ccoTUnapded by the brigadiers Whit* 
fpore and iManrence, made a fticw of landii^ in 
order tp^diyide and diftrafls the enemy, Notwith- 
JHoding JTO impetuous fur£^ by whlck many boat? 
were ovecfet,. and. a very fcvcre fire of cannon and 
piulketry f^m th4: enemy's batteries, which di4 
confidec^^ execytiojn, bgrigadfcr Wolfe purfue^ 
\kxs point witlv admirable cour;^ge and deliberation^ 
rph^ fQldiers- leaped into the water with the mofl 
fSagef ^^rity, anid, ^ning the Ihore, attacked the 
i^n^my ia fuch a manner, that in a few minute? 
they ab^^i^Pflcd their works and artillery, ja.nd fled 
in the Wtflaoft confufion. The other divifions 
l^^n^kd <|^n. but not without an obilinate oppofir 
ttion::. a«4 the ftores> with the artillery, being 
l>FQUg|Lt Qft ffcore,, the town of Louifbourg was for- 
maUy inveftSed. The difficulty of landing ftores 
and. ienplement?! in boifterou^ weather, and the nar 
tWQCsf tfeegfound^ whichj being marihy, was unr 
fit for t^. conveya^nde of heavy <;annon, retarded 
the ^j&r^io;i& o? the fiege^ and Mr, Amhcrft 
xmti^ hijs approaAes with great circumfpeiSiou, 
liecufing his cAmp with redoubts and epaulements 
from 2^ny attacks of Canadians, of which he imar 
gincd thctre was a confiderable body behind him 
Ofl the ii3pt4' ^8 well as Irom the fire of the Frenclj 

Ihip^ 
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An.i758- (hipping in the harbour, which would othcrwife 

have annoyed him extremely in his advances. 
f^^c^^ The governor of Louifbourg having deftroycd 
ficpc of *^^ grand battery, which was detached from the 
Lonif. body of the place, and recalled his out-polls, pre- 
"^'*^- pared for making a vigorous defence. A very fe- 
vere fire, well direded, was maintained againft the 
befiegers and their work, from the town, the 
ifland battery, and the fliips in the harbour ; and 
divers fallies were made, though without much 
cfFeft. Ifi the mean time brigadier Wolfe, with 
• a ftrong detachment, had marched round the north- 
caft part of the harbour, and taken poffeflSon of 
the Lighthoufe-pointj where he erefted fcveral bat- 
teries againft the Ihips and the ifland fortification, 
which laft was foon filcnced. On the nineteenth 
day of June the Eccho, a French frigate, was taken 
by the Englifh cruilers, after having efcaped from 
the harbour : from the officers on board of this 
Ihip the admiral learned that the Bizarre, an- 
other frigate, had failed from thence on the day of 
the dtfembarkation ; and the Comete had fuccefs- 
fully followed her example. Befides xhc regular 
' approaches to the town, cohdufted by the engineers 
under the immediate command and in^eftion of 
general Amherft, divers batteries were railed by 
the detached corps under brigadier Wolfe, who 
. • exerted himfelf with amazing aftivity, and grievouf- 
ly incommoded the enemy, both of the town and 
the (hipping. On the twenty-firft day of July the 
three great ftilps, the Entreprcnant, Caprici.eux, 
and Celebre, were fet on fire by the bomb- (hells, 
flind burned tp aflics •, fo that none remained but 
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the Prudent and Bienfaifaqt, which the admiral An. i7s*# 
undertook to deftroy. For this purpofe, in the 
night between the twcnty-fittli and twenty-fixth 
days of the month, the boats of the fquadron were 
in twodivifions detached into the harbour, under 
the command of two youpg captain.s, Laforey and 
Balfour, They accordingly penetrated, in the 
dark, through a terrible fire of cannon and muf- 
quetry, and boarded the enemy fword in hand. 
The Prudent; being aground, was fet on fire, and 
deftroyed; but the Bienfaifant was towed out of 
the harbour in triumph. 

In the profecution of the fiege the admiral and ^hc go- 
general cooperated with remarkable ^harmony ; vemorci* 
the former chearfuily affifting the latter with can- P^^*^^^^** 
-non, and other implements, with detachments of ma- 
fines to maintain pofts on fliore, with parties of 
feamen to adt as pioneers, and concur in working 
the guns and mortars. The fire of the town was 
managed with egual fkill and aftivity, and kept 
up with great pcrfevc-rance, ; until, at length, their 
Slipping bting all taken or deftroyed, the * caferns 
ruined. in the two principal baftions, forty; out, of 
fifty-two pieces of cannon difmounted, broke, or ^ 
rendered unferviceable, and " divers prafticable 
breaches effefted, the govejrnor, in a letter to Mr.- - 
Amherft, propofed a capitulation on the fame ar- ^ 


* It may not be ^mifs to 
©bfcrve, that a cavalier, which 

admiral K bad built at an 

enormous ex pence to the na- 
tion, while Louifbourg remain- 
ed in the hands oi the £ng- 
iiih. in the lad war^ was, in the 
^oiu-f^ of Uu5 fiege, entirely 


4emoliflied by two or three 
ihot^ from one of the Britifh 
batteries; fo admirably ha4 
this piece of fortification been 
contrived and executed, under 
the eye of that profound en* 
gineer, ' ^ 
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An- 175^- tides that were granted to the Englilh at Port- 
mahon. In anfwcr to tl>is propblal hfe was given 
to undcrftand, that he and his g^rrifon muft fur- 
render themfclves prifoncrs of war, othcrwife he 
might next n^orning expeft a general ^flault by the 
Iliipping under admiral Bofcawen. The chevalier 
Drircour, piqued at the fevcrity of thefc terms, re- 
plied, that he would^ rather than comply with them, 
ftand an aflauk ; but the commiffary-general, and 
intendant of the colony, prefented a petition from 
• the traders and inhabitants of the place, in confe- 
' quence of which he fubmitced. On the twenty- 

feventh day of July three companies cf grenadiers, 
commanded by major Farquhar, took poffeffion of 
the weftern gate j and brigadier Whitmore was de-: 
ttached into the town, to fee the g^rrifon lay down 
^heir arms and deliver up their colours on the ef- 
planade, and to poft the neceflary guards on the 
itores, magazines, and ramparts. 

Thus,, at the expence of about four hundred 
men killed or wounded, the Englilh obtained pof- 
feflion of the important ifland of Cape Breton, and 
the ftrong town of Louifbourg, in which the vic- 
tors found two hundred and twenty-one pieces of 
cannon, with eighteen mortars, and a confiderable 
quantity of ftores and ammunition. The mer- 
chants and inhabitants were fent to France in Eng- 
lilh bottoms •, but the garrifon, together with the 
fea-ofBcers, marines, and mariners, amounting in 
all to five thoufand fix hundred and thirty-feven 
prifoners, were tranfported to England. 

The lofs of Louisbourg was the more feverely 
felt by the French king, as it had been attended 
with' the deftrudtion of fo many confiderable (hips 

and 
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aftd frigates. The particulars of this iranfaftion An. ly^fc 
were immediately brought to England, itf a Veffel 
difpatched for that purpofe, with captain Amhjerft, ' 
brother to the commander-, who was alfo intruded 
with eleven p^r of colours taken at JLouisbourg : . 
thefe were, by his msycfty's order, carried in Rejo*f- 
pompous parade, efqorted by detachments of horfo En^i^4, 
and foot-guards, with kettle-drum^ and trun>pets, 
from the palace of Kenfington to Si. Paul's cathe- 
dral, where they were depofited as trophies^ under 
a difcharge of cannon, and other noify exprcffi^nt 
of triumph and exultation'. .Indeed, the public re- 
joicings for the conqueft of Louisbourg were dif- 
fufed throijgh every part of the Britifh dominions, 
and addreffts of congratulation were prefented to 
the king by a great number of ffourilhing towns 
and corporations. 

After the reduftion of Cape Breton, fome ffeips Rcduc-^ 
were detached with a body of troops, under tie i^^^^' 
command of lieut. col. lord RoUo, to take poffeflSon 
of the ifland of St;. John, which alfo lies in the gulph 
of Sl Laurence, and, by its fertility in corn and c^- 
tie, had fince the beginning of the war fupplied 
Quebec with confiderable quantities of provifiom 
It was likewife the afylum to which the French neu- 
trals of Annapolis fled for ihelter, from the Engr 
lifh government; and the retreat from whence 
they and the Indians ufcd to make their fudden ir- 
ruptions into Nova Scotia, where they perpietrated 
the moft mhi^man barbarities on the dcfencelcfe 
fubjefts of Great Britain. The number of inha- 
bitants amounted to four thoufand one hun- 
dred, who fubmitted, and brought in their arms : 
then lord Rollo took pofllffion of the governor's . 

quarters. 


■ 

286 Hi'STORY OF ENGLAND. ' 

An. 1758. quarters, where he found feveral fcalps of Engliflv 
men, whom the favages had aiTaflinated, in confc-* 
quence of the encouragement they received from 
their French patrons and allies, who gratify them 
with a certain premium for every fcalp they prO- 
- duce. The ifland was ftocked ^ with above tea- 
' thoufaad head of black cattle, and fome of the 
farmers raifcd each twelve hundred bulhels of cora 
annually for the market of Quebec, 
txpedi- The joy and fatisfadion arifing from the con- 
T^co^d ^^^ft ^^ Louilbourg and St. John, was not a little 
roga. checked by the difafter which befel the main body 
of the Britifh forces in America, under the imme- 
diate conduft of general Abercrombie, who, as 
we have already obicrve^, had prbpofed the re- 
duftion of the French forts on the lake^ George 
and Charnplain, as the chief objefts of his enter- 
prixc \ with a view to fccure the frontier of the 
Britifli colonies; and open a paflage for the future 
conquefts of Canada. In the beginning of July 
his forces, amounting to near (even thoufand_rcgu- 
lar troops, and ten thoufand provincials, embarked 
on the La-ke George, in the neighbourhood of 
Lake Champlain, on board of nine hundred bat- 
teaus, and one hundred and thirty -five whale boats, 
with provifion, artillery, and ammunition; feve-. 
ral pieces of cannon being mounted on rafts fo 
cover the purpofed landing, which was next day 
cffedted without oppofitipn. The generaPs defiga 
was to in veil Ticonderoga, a fort fituated on a 
tongue of land, extending between Lake George 
and a narrow gut that communicates with the 
' Lake Champlain. This fortification was, on three 
fides, furrounded with water, and in "front nature 
had fecurcd it with a morafs. The 
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The Englifli troops being difembarked, were ^' ^7S^? 
immediately formed into three columns, and be-r skirmiih. 
gan their march to the« enemy's advanced poll:, 
coniifling of oner battalion, encamped behind a 
breaft-work of logs, .which they now abandoned * 
with precipitation, after having fet them on fire, 
and burned their tents and implements. The£ri- 
tiih forces continued their march in the f^me order; 
but the route lying through a thick wood that did 
not admit of any regular progrefTion, or pafTage, 
and the guides proving extremely ignorant, the 
troops were bewildered, and the columns l3rokeii^ 
by falling in one upon another. Lord Howe be- 
ing advanced at the head of the right centre co- 
lumn, encountered a French detachment who had, 
likewife loft their way in the retreat from the ad- 
vanced poft, and a warm Ikirmifh enfuin'g, the 
enemy were routed with conftderable lofs ; a good 
number were killed, and one hundred and forty- 
eight taken prifoners, including five ofiicers. This 
petty advantage was dearly bought with the lofs of 
lord Howe, who fell in the beginning ofi the ac- 
tion, iinfpeakab)ly regretted as a young nobleman 
of the moft promifing talents, who had diftinguifh- 
cd himfelf in a peculiar manner by his courage, ac-' 
tivity, and rigid 6bfervation of military difcipline, 
and had acquired the efteem and affedlion of the 
foldiery by his generofity, fweetnefs of manners, 
and engaging addrcfs. The general perceiving the 
troops were gready fatigued and difordered from 
want of reft and refreftiment, thought it advifeable 
to march back to the landing-place, which they . 
reached about eight in the morning. Then he de- 
tached lieutenant-colonel Bradftrect, with one re- 

» gular 
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An. 175S. gular regiment^ fix companies of the Ro^d Afncr^ 
ricansi with the battcau-iticn, and a body of ran- 
gers^ to take poffeSion of ^ fslw-miU in the neigh* 
bourhood of Ticonderoga, which the enemy had 
abandoned* 
Uj!^°Y 'I'^^s P^ ^"6 feewed the general adVartccd 

tack on ' again towards Ticonderoga, where he undefftood 
thcFrcnch from the prifoncrs the enemy had aflemWcd eight 
fficnT^ battalions, with a body of Canadians a^ Indians, 
' amounting in all to fix thoufand. Thefe, they 
iaid, being encamped before the foft^ were em- 
ployed ill making a formidable intfenchment, whcrd 
they intended to wait for a reinfor^eitient of three 
thoufand men^ who had been detached under th«f 
command of M. de Levi, to nmike a direrfion oft 
the fide of the Mohawk ♦ river ; but upon intelli- 
gence of Mr. Abercrombic's approach, wefe norw 
recalled for the defence of Ticonderoga. This in- 
formation determined the Englifti genera! to ftfike^ 
if poflibie, fome decifive ftroke before the jundion 
could be efFcfted. iHe, therefore, early next nlbrn- 
ing fent his engineer aprofs the /iver on the 
cppofite fide of the fort, to reconnoitre the ene- 
my*s intrcnchments, and he sported, that the 
works being ilill unfinifhed, migh!( be attempted 
with a good pfpfpeft of fuccefs. A difpofition wjb 
• made accordingly JFor the attack, and after propef 
guards had been left at the faw-mill and the land- 
ing-place, the whole army was put in motion. 

■ I ■■■■■III IM*— ^^iK^^t^^^^^^^B^^^— ^M— ^1.^— — »^M^^i^i^w.^i m^^mmm-^^m^^^aL^^mi^mmt^^^^ 
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* This officer intended tO' afterwards lent tbkher hiiph 

have made an irruption throagh dier Stanwixi with a xoniidera- 

the pafs of Oneida on the Mo- ble body of Provincials ; and 

hawk's river, but was recalled tkitimportMCpafs was ie^artfd 

before he could execute this de- by a fort built at that jtindliire, 
fign. General Abcrcrojnbie ' 
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They advanced with great alacrity towards the in- Ad. i^5«. 
trenchmentj which, however^ they found altoge- 
ther imprafticable. Th<J breAft-work was raifed 
eight feet high, and the ground before k covered 
*wnh an abattrs, or felled trees, with their boughs 
pointing outwards, and projefting in fuch a man- 
ner as to render the intrenchmcnt almoft irtaccefli- 

• 

ble* Notwithftanding thefe difcouraging difficul- 
ties,, the Britilh troops marched up to the affault 
with an undaunted refolution* and foftaihed a ter-^ 
rible fire without flinching. They endeavour^ 
€d to cut their way through thefe embart*knrhentS 
with their fwords, and fomeof thenfi even mounted 
the parapet j but the enemy were fo well covered, 
that they couldv deliberately, dir^ft their -fire with- 
out the leafl: danger to themfelves : the carnage wai 
therefore confiderable,' and the troops began to fall 
into confufion, after feveral repeated attacks, which 
lafted above four hburs^ under the moft difadvait- 
tageous circumftances* Thfe'general, by this time^ 
law plainly that no hope of fucccfs remained ^ and, 
in order to prevent a total <l^feat, took meafureS* 
for the ret^eitof the army, whitih retii^d unmo* 
leftedto their former camp, with the Idfs of abodt 
eightcea hundred Ittien killed oi* wounded, Including 
a great number of officers. • Every corps of regu-* 
lar troops behaved, on this uhfortundte dccafion, 
with remarkable intrepidity V but the greatcftloft 
was fuftainedby lord John Murray's Highland re* 
giment, of^-whkh above one half of the private 
men, and twenty- five officers, were either flain tip - 
on the fpot,»or defpcratcly wounded. 

Mr. Abercrombie, unwilling to ftay in the tieigh- General, 
bourhood of the enemy, with forces which had re^ Zombie 
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An. 175&. ceived fuch a difpiricing check, retired to his bat- 
teaiis, and reimbarking the troops, returned to the 
camp at Lake George, from whence he bad taken 
.his departure. Cenfure, whicjk always attends 
mifcarriage, did not fpare the charader of this 
commander : his ^tack was condemned as ra(h> 
and his retreat as pufiUaaifliKHis. In fuch cafes al- 
lowance mlift be made for the peevHhneis o(f diiap- 
|x>intment, and the clamour of connexion. How 
far Mr. Abercrombie acquitted himfelf in the duty 
oi a general, we (hall not pretend to determine : 
but if he could depend upon the courage and dis- 
cipline of his forces, he furely had nothing to fear 
after the adion, from the attempts of the enemy 
to whom he would have been fuperior in number^ 
even though they had been joined by the ezpe6led 
reinforcement : he might haye therelbre remained 
pn the fpot, in order to execute fome other enter* 
prize when he (hpuld be reinforced in hi? turn ; 
for general Amherft m> foon^r heard of bis di£ifter,> 
than he returned with the troops ff om Cape Bre- 
ton to Ne>y England, after having kfta ftrong gar- 
riion in Louifoourg. At the hc9d of fix regi^ 
rnents he began hk maich to Albany, about the 
middle of September, in order to join the forces 
on the lake, that they might undertake fome other 
fervice before the fe^on Ihoujki be exhaufted. 
fortFrott- In the mean time gjcneral Abercrombie had dc- 
Sd dc' ^^^^^^ lieutenam cotonel Bracjftr^et with a body .of 
&-oyedby three thoufand men, .chiefly Provinckds, »• cjk- 
^Eng- cvite apian which this officer had formed agajnft 
Cadaraqui, or Fort Frontenac,^ fit**ated on the 
nprth fide, of the river St. Laurence, juft where it 

takesits origin from. th^ Lake Ontario. To the 
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Tide oF this lake he penetrated with his detach- An.ijsS* 
mcnt, and embarking in fome floops and batteaus, 
provided for the purpofc, landed within a mile of 
Fort Frontcnac, thegarrifon of which, confiding of 
one hundred and ten men, with a few Indians, im- 
mediately furrendcred at difcretion. Confidering 
the impot-tahcc of this poft, which, in a great mea- 
fure, commanded the mouth of the river St. Lau- 
rence, and ferved as a magazine to the more fou- 
ihern caftks, the French general was inexciifable 
For leaving it in fuch a defenceLfs condition. The 
fortification itfelf was inconfiderable and ill-con- 
trived : neverthelefs, it contained fixty pirces of 
cannon, fixteen fmall mortars, with an immenfe 
quantity of merchandize and provifion, depofited 
for the ufe of the French forces detached againfl: 
brigadier Forbes, their weftern garrifons, and In- 
dian allies, as weD as; for the fubfiftence of the corps 
commanded by Mr. de Levi, on his enterprize 
againft the Mohawk river. Mr. Bradftreet not 
only reduced the fort without bloodflied, but alio 
-made himfelf mafter of all the enemy's fhipping 
on the lake, amounting to nine armedveffels, fome 
of which carried eighteen guns. Two of thefe 
Mr. Bradftffeet conveyed to Ofwego, whither he re-^ 
turned with his troops, after he had deftroyed Fort 
Frontenac, with aH: the artillery, (lores, provifion, 
and nierchandrze, which it contained. In confe- 
quence of this exploit, the French troops to the 
fouth ward 'Were expofed to the hazard of ftarving; 
but it is not eafy to conceive the general's reafon t^r 
giving orders to abanddn'^nd dettroy a tort, which,' 
if properly ftrengthened aiid fuftained, might have 
rendered- the Engfifh'mafters of the Lake Ontario, 
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An. 1758. and grievoufly harraffcd the enemy, both in their 
commerce and expeditions to the weftward. In- 
deed, great part of the Indian trade centered aC 
Frontenac, to which place the Indians annually re- 
paired from all parts of America, fome of them at 
the diftance of a thoufand miles, and here ex- 
changed their furs for European commodities. So 
much did the French traders excel the Englifli in 
the art of conciliating theafFeftion of thofe favage 
tribes, that great part of them, in their yearly pro- 
grcfs to this remote market, actually paflcd by the 
Britifli fettlement of Albany in New York, where 
they might have been fupplied with what articles 
they wanted, much more cheap than tiiey could 
purchafe them at Frontenac or Montreal : nay, the 
French traders ufed to furnifh themfdves with thefe 
very commodities from the merchants of New York, 
and found this traffic much more profitable than 
that of procuring the fame articles from France, 
loaded with the expence of a tedious and dange-^ 
rous navigation, from the fea to the fource of the 
river St, Laurence. 
Brigadier In all probability, the deftruflion of FrontenaC 
tirkeTpof. f^c^l5ta^<^d the expedition againft Fort du Quefne, 
feffion of intruded to the conduit of brigadier Forbes, who. 
Fort du ^-^j^ jjjg ]\^^i^ army, began his march in the be- 
ginning of July from: Philadelphia for the river 
Ohio, a prodigious trad of country very little 
known, deftitute of military roads, incumbered 
with mountains, morafles, and woods, that were 
almoft impenetrable. ' It was not without incredi- 
ble exertion of induftry, that he procured provi- 
fions and carriages for this expedition, foinjed new 
road^, e;(:tended fcouting parries, fecured camps, 
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tod furmounted many other difficulties in the courfe An. 1 75 8. 
of his tedious march, during which he was alfo 
harraflcd by fmall detachments of the enemy's 
Indians. Having penetrated with the main body 
as far as Ray's -Town; at the diftance of ninety 
miles from Fort du Quefne, and advanced colonel 
Bouquet, with two thoufand men, about fifty miles 
farther, to a place called LyalHenning, this officer 
detached major Grant, at the head of eight hun- 
dred men, to reconnoitre the fort and its out\yorks. 
The enemy perceiving him approach, fent a body 
of troops againft him, fufiicient to furround his 
whole detachment; a very fevere aftion began, 
the pnglifti maintained it with their ufual courage 
for three hours againft cruel odds, but at length, 
being overpowered, by numbers, they were obliged 
to give way, and retired in diforder to Lyal-Hen- 
ning, with the lofs of about three hundred men 
killed or taken, including major Grant, who was 
carried prifoner to Fort du Quefne, and nineteen ' 
officers. Notwithftanding this mortifying check, 
brigadier Forbes advanced with the army, refolv- 
cd to profecute his operations with vigour ; but 
thfe enemy dreading the profpeft of a fiege, dif- 
mantled and abandoned the f6rt> and retired down ' 
the river Ohio, to their fettlements on the Mififfip- 
pi. They quitted the fort on the twenty-fourth 
day of November, and next day it was poflcfled 
by the British forces. As for the Indiians of this 
country, they feemed heartily to renounce their 
connexions with France, and be perfedly recon- 
ciled to the government of his Britannic majefty. 
Brigadier Forbes having repaired the fort, changed 
i£s name from Du Quefne to Pittlburg, fecured it ^ 
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with a garrifon of Provincials, and concluded trcftti 
ties of friendUiip and alliance with the Indian triii^es* 
Then he marched back to Philadelphia, and in his 
retreat built a blockhoufe, near Lyai-Henning, for 
the defence of Penfylvania : but he himfelf did not 
long iurvive thefe tranfadioos, his confUtvitionf 
having been exhaufted by the incredible fatigues 
of the fervice. . 

Thus h^ve we given a particular^tai^ of all thc^ 
remarkable operations by which this campaign 
was diftinguifhed on the continent of America 1 
the reader will be convinced, that notwithftand- 
ing the defeat at Ticonderoga, and the difafter 
of the advanced party in the neighbourhood of 
Fort du Quefne, the arms, of Great Britain acquired 
many important advantages ; and, indeed, paved 
the way for thfi reduftion of Quebec, and conqucfl: . 
of all Canada. la the mean time, the admiral^, 
l^ofcawen and Hardy, having left a confiderable 
iquadron at Halifax in Nova Scotia, returned with, 
four Ihips of the line to Englanc), where they ar-- . 
rived ii> thp beginning- of November, after having^ 
given chace to fij^ large French Ihips, which they, 
dcfcried to the weftward of Scilly, but could no^ 
overtake or bring to an engagement. - 

The conqueft of the French fettlements in the 
river Spnegal being deemed imperfed and incom- 
plete, whilft France ftill kept poffeiTion of the 
ifland of Qoree, the rniniftry of Great Britain re- , 
folv^d tp crown the campaign in Africa with the ^ 
reduftion of that fortrefs. For thi§ purpofe com- 
modore Keppel, brother tq the earl of Albemarle, 
was veiled with the command of a fquadron, con- 
fifting of fpur fhips of the line^ fcvcral frigates. 
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t^fvt^ l)dmb-ketche5, and fomc tranfparts, having An.J75«# 
on board feVeiv hundred men of the regular troops, 
.^comntanded by colonel Worge, and embarked in 
the harbour of Covkc in Ireland, froifi whence thid 
jwrhofc armament took their departure on the ele- 
venth day of November. After a tempefhious 
paflkge, in which they touched at the Ifle of Tene- 
riffe, they arrived at Gorec in the latter end of 
X>ecembctr, and the conunodore made a difpolitioa 
for attacking, this ifland^ which was remarkably 
ifcrong by nature, but very indifferently fortified. 
X^oree is a fmall barreifi ifland, extending about 
three quarters.of a mile in length, of a triangular 
wforih', and on the ibuth-weft fide rifiiig into a 
jrocky hill, on which the paukry fort of Sc Michael 
is (ituated. 'There is another, QaU more inconfi' 
derabie, called St. Francis, ; towards the other ex- 
tremity of the illand ;. and feveral batteries were 
;raifed ^!oufid its fweepv mdunted with about one 
hundred pieces of cai^npn and four mortars. The 
French gQvernQr> Mr. de St. Jean, had great plenty 
;of ammunition, and his garrifon amounted to about 
^hree hundred men, exchifiive of as many negro in* 
.habitants. 

Xhe flat-bottomed boats, for difembarking the Thetflani 
troops, .being hoifted out, and difpofed along-fide ^* ^^^' 
of ^ 4ifi^rcnt tranfports, the commodore fta- 
itioned hi^ Ihips on the weft fide of the ifland, and 
the engagement began with a (hell from one of the 
ketches. This was a fignal for the great (hips, 
which poured in their broadfides without intermif- 
fion, and the lire was returned with equal vivacity 
irom all the batteries of the ;i(land. In the courfe 
«Kf the adion the cannonading from the (hips be- 

T4 winc 
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Aft. 17S8. came fo fcvere and terrible, that the French garrw 
fon dcfcrted their quarters, in fpite of all the eflTorta 
of the governoj*, who acquitted himfelf like a man 
of honour ; but was obliged to ftrikc his colours^ 
and furrender at diicretion, after a ihort but warm 
difpute, in which the lofsof the Bridlh cdmrnodore 
did not exceed one hundred men killed and 
wounded. The fuccefs of the day was the more 
extraordinary as the French garrifonhad not loft 
a man, except one negro, killed by the burftiog 
of a bomb-fhell, and the number of their woyndcd. 
was very inconfiderable. While the attack lafted, 
the oppofitfe fhore of the continent was lined with 
a concourfe of negroes, alfembled to view the com^ 
bat, who expreffed their fcntiments and furprize 
in loud clamour and uncouth geftioulations, and 
feemed to be impreffed with awe and aftonifhment 
at the power and execution of the Britifh fquadron, 
The French colours being ftruck, as a fignal of 
fubmiffion, the commodore fen t a detachment of 
marines on fhore, who difarmed the garriibn, and 
hoiftcd the Britifli flag upon the caftle of St. Mi- 
chael. In. the mean time the. governor and the 
reft of the prifoners were fecured among the fhip, 
ping. Thus the important ifland of Goree fell 
into the hands of the Erxglifh, together with two 
trading veflcls, that^ch^nced to be at anchor in the 
road ; and ftores, money, and merchandise, to th^ 
value of twenty thoufand pounds. 
, Part of the troops being left in garrifon at Go-, 
ree, under the command of major Newton, toge- 
ther-with three (loops for' his fervice, the fquadron 
being watered and refreflied from the continent, 
t;h« p^rt of which is goyeriied by one of the Jalof 
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kings, and the. prifoners, with their btggagcv An-iyy^. 
bein^ difmiiTed in ,thrtc cartcl-fhips. to France 1 the 
commedWe fet fail for Senegal, and reinforced Fort Commo- 
Louis with the reft of the troops, yndcr colonel p^[feiU^" 
Worge, who was at this junfture favoured with a to Scnc- 
vifit by the kingof Legibelli : but very little pains S^* 
were taken to difmifs this potentate in good hu- 
mour, or maintain the difpofition he profeffed to 
favour the commerce of Great Britain. True it is^. 
he was defirous of engaging the Englilhi in his 
quarrels with fomc neighbouring nations; iand 
fuch engagements were cautiouQy and politically 
avoided, becaufe it was the intereft of Great Bri* 
, tain to be upon good terms with every African 
prince who can promote and extend the commerce 
of her fubjefts. 

Commodore Ke|>pel having reduced Goree, and 
reinforced the garrifon of Senegal, returned ta 
England, where all his (hips arrived, after a very 
tempeftuous voyage, in which the fquadron had 
been difperfed. 

This expedition, however fuccefsful in the main, ship* 
was attended with one nusfortune; namely, the wrecker 
lofs of the Litchfield Ihip of war, commanded by Bwtott. 
captain Barton, which, together with one tranfport 
and a bomb-tender, was wrecked on the coaft of 
B^rbary, about nine leagues to the northward of 
SafFy, in the dominions of Morocco. One hun-. 
dred and thirty men, including fevcral officers, pe- 
rished on this occafion : but the captain and the 
reft of the company, to the number of two hun- 
dred and twenty, made fhift to reach the Ihore, 
where they ran the rifque of ftarving, and wer^ 
cruelly vifcd by the natives, although a treaty of 

peace 
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^ 170' peace at that time' fabMred betirc#n Gi^t Britaiii 
and Morocco ; nay, they were even en(£Eived by the 
Em^erar, who 4^amed them in captivity until 
. . chey were ranfomed by tkeBipniAvgovtefrnment: fo 
Ikde dependence can be placed W the faith of fuch 
' Barbarian princes, widi- whbm^ it is even a difgrace 
for any civi'li^ed natitm; to-be in al^nce; whatever 
itoniniercial.adi^antagei^^piight; arii[r irom tjbe con- 
nexion; 

The ificidents of the wcir that h«^»3fled in the 
Weft Indies:, duriqg thbfe oocurfenteit, may be re- 
dm^' to ^ fmall^ compais; ' N<2>thing extraordinary 
was acchieved in' the neighbourhood of Jamaica, 
inrhere admiral Cotes commanded afmali iqviadron, 
fromr which he detached cruiiers occafionalLy for 
the proteftion of the Britifli commerce 5 and m 
Antigua the trade was: eflffeftually fecurcd by riie • 
vigilance of captain Tyrrel, whcrfe courage and 
adVtvity werccequal to his condud: and circumfpecf 
Gaflant tioQ. In the month of Mar<ch this gentleman, 
exploit of ^jj.jj hig Q^jj (jjip ^j^^ Buckingham, and the Cam- 

T^ixrf. bridge,- another of the line, demoli(hed a fort on 
the ifland of Martinique, and deftroydd four priva- 
teers riding under its proteftion: biit his valour 
appeared much more confpicuous in: a. fubfequent 
engagement,, which happened in the month of 
November. Being detached on a cruife in his own 
ihip the Buckingham by commodore Moore, who 
commanded at the Leeward Iflands, he fell in with 
theWeaael floopi convmanded b^ captain Boles, 
betwseen the iflands of M^ontferrat and Guadalupe, 
and immediately difcovcred a fleet of nineteen fail, 
under convoy of a French Ihip 'of \Var carrying 
fcventy-four cannon, and twd large frigates. Cap- 
L 5 taia 
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jUdaTyrrel upmediately g^e chace with aJHhffiul A*. 17^^ 
he Qouid c^f y i and t^e Wtazle, ruiftmng^tcloie m 
the. enexoy^ r^ceiv^d t^ whote broadfide fromtho > 
}frge ibip, which, however, ihe fuftamedt without , 
much damage: oeyerthelefs Mr. Tyrrel ordered 
her commander to \^ep ^oof, as he could not b$ 
fuppofed al^le to bear the fhock of large metal^ 
iand he himftlf prep^iwdl for the eng^gcasieni?. The 
en^my'^, large ftiip the, Floriffant, though of much 
greater fwc^ th^n the Buckinghamv. inftcad of 
iyi^£~tQ for his coming up, mad^i a runhing fight 
with her ft<?rn^hace, while the. twio £iigates an^ 
noyed him in his ^couirie, fometimes. raking lihn 
fore^ and aft» and fonsetimes lying on hig quarter^ 
At length he came along-fide of theJFloriflant^ 
within pUloMhot, and: poiured in a whtde broads 
fide^ which did confi^nrabk exeoutiom The la* 
tutatiop, ly^s returned with equal vivacity^ and a fu- 
rious, eiigagement enfued. Captajv Tyrrel wa» 
wounded in th^ face^ and loft^ three fingers of hid 
right hand ; fo that, being intirdy difabled, he wa^ 
obliged to delegate the. command of the Ihip toe 
his firft lieutenapt,. ]^r. Marfhal, who contimiec)^ 
the battle with great gallantry until he loft his lif&t- 
then the charge devolved to the fccond lieutenant, 
who. acquitted himfclf with equal honour, and fuP 
tained a defperate fight, againft the three fhips of 
the enemy;^ The officers and crew of the Buck- 
ingham ejferted themfeives with equal vigour and 
deliberation ; and captain Troy, who commanded 
^ detachment of marin^es on the poop, plied his 
imall arms fo efFedually as to drive the French 
from their quarters. At length confufion, terror, 
^d uproar prevailing oj; board the Florifiant, her 
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^74^ firing ceafed, and her colours were hauled down 
about. the twiHght: but her commander, per- 
. ceiving that the Buckingham was too much da* 
. maged in her rigging to purfue with any hope of 
fiiccefs, ordered all his fails to be fet, and fled in 
the dark wirh his two conforts. Nothing but this 
circumftancc couH have prevented a Britilh fhip of 
fixty-five guns, indifferently manned, in refpcdt to 
number, from taking a French (hip of the line, 
mounted with fcventy-four pieces of cannon, pro- 
vided with feven hundred men, and aflifted by 
two large fdgates, one of thirty*eight guns> and 
die other wanting two of this number. The lofs 
of the Buckingham, in this aftion, did not exceed 
twenty men killed and wounded; whereas the 
number of the flain on board the Floriflant did not 
fall ihort of one hundred and eighty, and that of 
her wounded is faid to have exceeded three hun^ 
fired* She was fo difabled in her hull, that fhc 
could hardly be kept afloat until (he reached Mar- 
tinique, where (he was repaired \ and the largeft 
frigate, together with the lofs of forty men, re- 
ceived fuch damage as to be for fome time quite 
iinferviceable. 

. In the Eaft Indies the tranfaftions of the war 
were chequered with a variety of fuccefs j but, on 
the whole, the defigns of the enemy were intirely 
defeated. The French king had fent a confider- 
able reinforcement to the Eaft Indies under the 
command of general Lally, an officer of Iri(h ex-^ 
traftion, tqgether with fuch a number of (hips as 
rendered the fquadron of Mr, d*Apcbe fuperior to 
that of admiral Pocock, who had fucceeded ad- 
iniral Watfon, lately dcceafcd, in the command of 

the 
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the Englilb fquadron ftationcd on the coaft of Co- ^^ ^75^ 
romandel^ which, in the beginning of this year, 
was reinforced from England with feveral fhips 
under the direftion of commodore Stevens. Im- 
mediately after this jun6lion, which was eSkStcd 
in the road of Madrafs on the twenty- fourth day 
of March, admiral Pocock, who had already fig- 
Dalized himfclf by his courage, vigilance, and con^ 
duft, failed to windward, with a view to intercept' 
the French fquadron, of which he had received i|i- . 
telligence. In two days he dcfcried in the road of AdjaTnl 
Fort St. David the enemy's fleet, confifting of nine ^^^ 
ihips, which immediately flood out to fea, and thcFreadi 
formed the line of battle a-head. The admiral fqa^droa 
took the fame precaution, and, bearing down upon e»Sl Iih 
Mr. d'Apche, the engagement began about three <^ci. 
in the afternoon. The French commodore, having 
fuftained a warm action for about two bours^ bone 
away with his whole fleet; and being joined by two 
fhips, formed a line of battle again to leeward. 
Admiral Pocock's awn fhip, and fome others^ 
being greatly damaged in their mails and rigging, 
two of his captains having mifbehaved in the ac- 
tion, and night coming on, he did not think it ad- 
vifeable to purfue them with all the fail he could 
carry -, but neverthelcfe he followed them at a pro- 
per diflance, flanding to the fouth- wefl, in order to 
maintain the weather-gage, in cafe he fhould be 
able to renew the .aS;ion in the morning. In this 
expe^ation, however, he was difappointed : the 
enemy fhewed no lights, nor made any flgnals that 
could be obferved ; and in the morning not the 
leafl: veflige of them appeared. Mr. Pocock, 
on the fuppofuion that they had weathered him. in 

the 
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Aa. 1758. the night, endeavoured to work up after them to 
windward ; but finding he \dR ground confidcra- 
bljr, he dropped anchor about three leagues to the 
northward of Sadras, and received intelligence from 
the chief of that fettkment, that one of the lai^eft 
French Blips having been dilaWed in the engage- 
ment, was run afhore to the fouthward of Alem- 
parve, where their whole fquadrxm lay at anchor. 
Such was the iffue of the firft aftion between the 
Engltfh and French fquadrons in thcEaft- Indies, 
which* over and above the lofs of a capital fliip, is 
feid to have coft the enemy about five hundred 
men, whereas the Britifti admiral did not lole one- 
fifth part of that number. Being diffatisfied with 
the behaviour of three captains, he, on his return 
to Madrafs, appointed a court-martial toenfqikire 
into their condaft : two were difmiflfed froni that 
fervice, and the third was fentcnced to lofe one 
year's rank as a poft^captain. 
Fort St. * In the mean time Mr. Lally had difembarked 
tek^^'bv ^^^ troops at Pondichei:ry, and taking the field im* 
the mediately inveftcd the fort of St. David, while the 

French. , fquadron blocked it up by fca; two EngKfti fhips 
being at anchor in the road when the enemy ar- 
rived, their captains feeing no poffibility of efcap- 
ing, ran them on fliore, fet them on fire, and re- 
th-cd with their men into the fortrefs, which, how- 
ever, was in a few days furrendered. /Lditiira] Po- 
cock having, to the beft of his power, repaired his 
fliattered fhips, fet fail again on* the tenth of May, 
in order to attempt the relief of Fort St David's j 
but notwithftahding Kis utmdft endeafvours, he 
could not reach it in rimctobeof anyferviee. On the 
thinieth day of the month he came in fight of Pon- 

dicherry^ 
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dicheriy, from wJnence the French fquadroa flood ^- *^*** 
jaway early next morning > nor ^ras ic in his power 
to come up with them, thoijigh^he made all poffible 
.efforts for that purpoTe. Then receiving tntellt* 
jgenice that Fort St. Dave's was furrendered. to the 
lenemy, he returned ^gaui to Madr^fs^ in jorder to 
refredi his Iquadron. On the twqnty-'fifiiix day of 
July, he failed athird tin^c in queft of Mr..d*Apchc^ 
^nd, in two days, pepceiyed his fqu9dron» conQft^ 
ing of eight fliips of. the line and a fri^tr, at lui- 
chor in the road of Pondicherry. TH^ m focmsr 
defcried him advancing than they ftpod out to fea 
as before, and he continued to chace in hope ci 
bringing them to an engagement -, but ^U his en- 
deavours proved ftuitlefs till the third day of Aiiguft^ 
when having obtained the weather-gage, he boie 
down upon them in order of battle. The enga^ Second 
ment began with great impetuofity on both (i4e3> engage- 
but In litde more than ten minutes Mr. d'Apche ^J)^*^^. 
fet his fprtfail and bore away, his whole (quadron miral Po- 
foUowing his example, and maintaining a running ^^^f^ 
fight in a very irregular line. The Britiih admind d'Apchf . 
then hoifted the Ognal for a general chace, which 
the enemy perceiving, thought proper to cut away 
their boats and croud with all the fail they could 
carry. They efcaped by favour of the night into 
the road of Pondicbercy, and Mr. Pocock anchored 
with his fquadron off Carical, a French fetdement^ 
having thus obtained an undifputed viftory, with ^ 
the lofs of thirty men killed, and one hundred and 
fixteen wound[ed, including commodore Stevens 
, and capuin Martin, though their wounds were not 
dangerous. The number of killed and wounded 

on 
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Aii:i7j8. On board of the French fquadron, amounted, ad!^ 
•cording to report, to five hundred and forty ; antf 
theft- fleet was fo much damaged, that in the be- 
ginning of September their commodore failed for 
the illands of Bourbon, in the fame latitude with 
Madagafcar, in order to refit, thus leaving the 
command and fovereignty of the Indian feas to the 
Englifli admiral, whofe fleet, from the beginning 
of this campaign, had been much inferior to the 
French fquadron in number of ftiips and men, as 
well as in weight of metal. 

Pro^refs Mr. Lally having reduced Cudalore and Fort St 
of Mr. David^s f, fefolved to extort a fum of money from 
the Eift- ^"C l^ing of Tanjour, on pretence that, m the laft 
Indies. ,war, he had granted an obligation to the French go- 
vernor, for a certain fum which had never beta 
payed. Lally accordingly marched with a body of 
three thoufand men into the dominions of Tan- 
jour, and demanded feventy-two lack of rupees. 
This extravagant demand being rejefted, he plun- 
' dered Nagare, a trading town on the fea-coaft, and 
afterwards invefted the capital : but after he. had 
profecuted the fiege until a breach was made, his 
provifions arid ammunition beginning to fail, fe- 
veral vigorous failies being made by the forces of 
the king of Tanjour, andthe place well defended by 
European gunners, fent from the Englifh garrifon 


t Cadalore was in fuch a any provifions or frefli water^ 

dcfencciefs condition, thaft it the garrifon furrendered ia 

could makeoo r^ftft^nce; and' twelve days, on capitulation, 

there being no place in Fort after having fuflaincd a- fevcre 

St. David's bomb-proof, nor bombardment. 
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« Tf ichenopbli, he found himfelf obliged to raife An..^75£* 
thefiegc^ and retreat With precipitation, leaving' his 
cannon behind. He arrived at C^ricd about the 
middk of Auguft,and from thence retired to-Pon- 
dicherry towards the end df September. ^He rf- 
terwards cantoned his troops in the • province of 
Areot, .entered the city without oppofition, and be- 
gan-to make preparations for the fiege of Madrafe, 
which' fhalL be ^recorded ancKmg the incidents of the 
fticceeding year. In the -mean time, the .land- 
forces belonging to 'the Eaft Indi^ company we^B 
fo much ^out-numbered by the reinforcements 
which arrived with Mr. Lally, that they cogki-not 
pretend 'to keep the field, but .were obliged ^ to re* 
main on the defenfive, and -provide as well as they 
couWfor/the fecurityoiF Fort, St. George, -and the 
^>ther fettlements in that part of India. 

Having particularized the events of tthe ,war Tranfac-T 
^hich diftinguiflied this year, in America, Africa, Jjj^"*^^^ 
^nd Afia, thofe remote icenes in which thcantereft nent of 
of Great Britain was immediately and. intimjatcly Europe. 
-concerned, it now remains to record the incidea^s 
•of the military operations in Gerniany, fuppos tod 
by Britifti fubfidies, and enforced by Britifh .troops, 
'to favour the a — defigns of an ally, from whofefpli- 
tary friendftiip the Britilh^nation can never reap^ny 
folid benefit; and to -defend a foreign. cl-r—, in 
'whofe behalf Ihe had already lavi&ed an inwnen- 
-fity of trcafure. Notwithftanding the^bloodftwjd 
and ravages which had fignalized the former cam- 
paign ; the mutual lofles of the bcUigerant pow- 
ers, the incredible expence of money, the difficulty 
of recruiting armies thinned by fword and diftem- 
per, the fcarcity of forage and provifion, the dif- 
' Numb, 17. U trcffes 
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Aa. 1758. treflcs of Saxony in particular, and the calamities 
of war which defolated the greateft part of the 
empire, no propofition of peace was hinted by ci- 
ther of the parties concerned, but the powers at 
variance feemed to be exdperated againft each 
other, with the moft implacable refentment* Jar* 
ring interefts were harmonized, old prejudices 
roote d up, inveterate jealoufies aflwaged, and even 
inconliftencies reconciled, in conneding the confe- 
deracy which was now formed and eftablifhed 
againft the king of Pruflia; and, on the other 

.hand, the k — of G — B feemed determined 

to employ the whole power and influence of his 
^rown in fupporting this monarch. Yet the mem- 
bers of the grand confederacy were differently ac- 
tuated by difagreeing motives, which, in the fe- 
quel, operated for the prefervatidn of his Prufliao 
majefty, by preventing the full exertion of their 
united ftrength. The Emprefs -queen, over and 
above her defire of retrieving Silefia, which was 
her primary aim, gave way to the fuggeftions of 
perfonal hatred and revenge, to the gratificatioa qf 
which fhe may be faid to have facrificed, infome 
meafure, the interefts of her family, as well as the 
repofe of the empire, by admitting the natural 
enemies of her houfe into the Auftrian Nether- 
lands, and inviting them to invade the dominions 
of her corcftates with a formidable army. France, 
true to her old political maxims, wifticd to fee the 
houfe of Auftria weakened by the divifions in the 
empire^ which Ihe accordingly fomented : for this 
reafon ic could not be herintereft to effeft the ruin 
of the houfe of Brandenburgh ; and therefore fhe 
had, no doubtj, fet bounds to the profecution of her 
.5 fchemes 
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fchcmes in concert with the court of Vienna : but An. 1758, 
her defigns againft Hanover, amounted to abfo- 
lute conqueft : in purfuance of thefe, flie fent an 
army of one hundred and twenty thoufand men 
acrbfs the Rhine, inftead of four and twenty thou- 
fand which, flie had engaged to furnifli by the ori- 
ginal treaty with the Emprefs-queen of Hungary, 
who is faid to have fhared in the fpoils of the elec- 
torate. The Czarina, by co-operating with the houfes 
of Bourbon and Auftria, gratified her perfonal 
difguft towards the Pruffian monarch, augmented 
her. finances by confiderable fubfidies from both, 
and perhaps amufed herfelf with the hope of ob- 
taining an eftablifhment in the German empire : but 
whether fhc wavered in her own fentiments, or her 
miniftry.fluftuated between the promifes of France 
and the prefents of G— B-^-n, certain it is, her 
forces had not afted with vigour in Pomerania 5 
and her general Apraxin, inftead of profecuting his 
advantage, had retreated immediately after the 
Prufliafls mifcarried in their attack. He was in- 
deed difgraced, and tried for having thus retired 
without orders : but in all probability this trial was 
no other than a farce, adted to amufe the other 
confederates, while the emprefs of Ruffia gained 
time to deliberate upon the offers that were made, 
and determine with regard to the advantages or dif- 
advantages that might accrue to her from perfe- 
vering- in the engagements which flie had con- 
trafted. As for the Swedes, although they had 
been inftigated to hoftilities againft Pruflia, by the 
intrigues of France, and flattered with hopes of 
retrieving Pomerania, they profecuted the war in 
fuch a difpirited and ineffeftual manner, as plainly 
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An. 1758. proved that either the ancient valour of that peofic 
was extinfty or that the nation was not lieartily. 
engaged in the quarrel. 
The king When the Ruffian general Apraxin retrealsd 
raifercon- f^^<>^ Pofldcrania, marechal Lehwald, who com- 
tribudons mandcd the Prufljans in that country, was left at 
ancf T^"^ liberty to. turn his arms againft the Swedes, and 
domi- accordingly drove them before him ahnoft without 
"JO"" ^ oppofition. By the beginning of January they had 
ofWir- evacuated all the PrufUan Pomeranta, and Leh* 
lemberg. wald invaded their dominions in his turn. He, in 
4 litde time, made himfelf mafter of all Swedi(h Po^ 
merania, except Stralfund and the Kit of Rugen, 
and pofleffed himfelf of feveral magazines which 
the ejiemy had ercdted. The Auftrian army, after 
their defeat at Breflau, had retired into Bohemia, 
where they were cantoned, the head-quarters be« 
ipg fixed at Koningfgratz. The king of Pruffia 
having cleared all his part of Silefia, except the 
town of Schweidnitz, which he circumfcribed with a 
blockade, fent detachments from his army cantoned 
in the neighbourhood of Breflau, to penetrate into 
the Auftrian or fouthern part of Silefia, where they 
furprized Troppau and Jaggornfdorf, while he 
himfelf remained at Breflau, ^ntertaiaing his offi- 
cers with cofvcerts of mufic. Not that he fufffered 
t-befc amufements to divert his attention from fub- 
jrfts of greater importance. He layed Swedifh 
i?omerania under contribution, and made a frefli 
demand of five hundred thoufand crowns from^ the 
electorate of Saxony. Having received intima- 
tion that the duke of Mecklembourg was employed 
in providing magazines for the French army, he 
detached a body of troops into that country, who 

not 
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not only fccurcd the magazines, but levied confi- A** 175^ 
derabk cositributions; and the duke retired toLu* 
beck, attended by the French minifter. The ftat^s 
of Saxony having proved a littk dilatory in obey- 
ing his Pruffian majefty*s injun£^ion^ received a 
fecond intimation^ importing. That they fhoukl 
kvy and deliver, within a certain time, eighteen 
thoufand recruit^ for his army, pay into the hands 
of bis commifflfary one year's revenue of the elec- 
torate in advance ^ and Leipzic was taxed with an 
extraordiaary fubfidy of eight hundred thoufand 
crowns, on pain of military execution. The ftates 
.were immediately convoked at Leipzic, in order to 
deliberate on thefe demands ; and the city being 
unable to pay fuch a confiderable fum, the Pruf- 
fian troops began to put their monarch's threats ia 
execution. He juftified thefe proceedings, by dc^ 
claring that the enemy had praftifed the fame vio- 
lence and oppreifion on the territories of his allies s 
but how the praftrce of his declared enemies, in 
countries which they had invaded and fubdued in 
the common courfe of war, ihould juftify him in 
pillaging and Oppreffing a people, with whom nei- 
ther he nor his allies were at war, it is not eafy to 
conceive. As little can we reconcile this condud: 
to the charader o( a prince, afiuming the title of 
Protedor of the Proteftant religion, which is the 
cfkabliflicd faith among thofc very Saxons, who 
were lubje<9:ed to fuch grievous impofitions. Im^ 
poiicions the more grievous and unmerited, as 
they had never taken any ihare in the prefcnt war^ 
but cautioufly avoided eveiy ftep that might be 
conftrued into provocation, fince the king of P— ^a 
declared they might depend upoa his prote£tion<. 

U 3 Before 
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An. 1758. Before we proceed to enqmerate the events of 
State of the campaign, it may be ncceflary to inform the 
the^mics j-e^der, that the forces brought into the field by 
continent the emprefs-queen of Hungary, and the ftatcs of 
the Empire, the Czarina, the kings of France and 
Sweden, fell very little (hort of three hundred 
thoufand men; and all thefe were deft ined to aft 
againft the king of Pruflia and the eleftor of Ha- 
nover. In oppofition to this formidable confede- 
racy, his Pruffian majefty was, by the fubfidy from 
England, the fpoils of Saxony, and the revenues 
of Brandt* nbourg, enabled to maintain an army of 
one hundred and forty thoufand men ; while the 
deftor of Hanover affembled a body of fixty' thou- 
fand men, compofed of his own cleftoral troops, with 
the auxiliary mercenaries of Hefle CaJflel, Bucke- 
bourg, Saxegotha, and Brunlwic Wolfembuttle, all 
of them maintained by the pay of Great Britain. At 
this junfture, indeed, there was no other fund for 
their fubfiftence, as the countries of Hanover and 
Hefle were poflefled by the enemy, and in the 
former the government was intirely changed. 
The In the month of December, in the preceding 

kin y^^*^' ^ farmer of the revenues from Paris arrived 

changes iit Hanover, where he eftablifhed his office, in 
the admi- ofder to aft by virtue of powers from one John 

niiiration • . . •^ , 

of Hano- Faidy, to whom the French king granted the di- 
yer. reftion, receipt, and adminiftration of all the duties 

and revenues of the eleftorate. This direftor was, 
by a decree of the council of ftate, impowered to 
receive the revenues not only of Hanover, but alfo 
of all other countries that fhould be fubjefted to 
his moft Chriftian majefty in the courle of the 
campaign 5 and to remove the receivers who had 

been 
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fecen employed in any part of the diredion, re- An. 175S- 
ceipt, and admin iftration of the duties and revenues 
of Hanover, and appoint others in their room. 
The French king, by the fame decree, ordained, 
that all perfons who had been intrufled under the 
preceding government with titles, papers, accounts, 
regifters, or eftimates, relating to the adminiftra- 
tion of the revenues, Ihould communicate them to 
John Faidy, or his attornies -, that the magiftrates 
of the towns, diftrifts, and commonalties, as wcH 
as thofe who direfted the adminiftration of particu- 
lar ftates and provinces, Ihould deliver to the faid 
John Faidy, or his attornies, the produce of fix 
years of the duties and revenues belonging to the 
faid towns, diftridjbs, and provinces, reckoning from 
the firft of January in the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty-one, together with an authentic 
account of the fums they had payed during that term 
to the preceding fovereign, and of the charges ne- 
cefiarily incurred. It appears, from the nature of 
this decree, which was dated on the eighteenth day 
of Oftober, that immediately after the conventions 
of Clofter-feven and Bremeworden *, the court of 
Verfailles had determined to change the govern- 
ment and fyftem of the eleftorate, contrary to an 
exprefs article of the capitulation granted to the 
city of Hanover, when it furrendered on the ninth 
day of Augufl: ; and that the crown of France in- 
tended to take advantage of the ceflTation of arms, 

J___jjm^m L ■ - '"■ 

• Six days after the con- nerais Sporckcn and Villemur, 
vendon was figned at Clofter- relating to the releafe of pri- 
feveny another ad of accom- fonefs, and fome other points 
modation was concluded at omitted in the cpnvention. 
j^rciaeworden, between the ge 
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ia feizing places and provinces which were not yet 
fubdued ^ for, by the decree abovementioned, the 
adminiftration of John Faidy extended to the coun- 
tries which might hereafter be conquered. With 
what regard to juftice, then, could the French go- 
vernment charge the cledkor of Hanover with the 
infra&ion^of articles ? or what refpeft to good faith 
and humanity did the duke de Richelieu obfcrve, ia 
the order ifTued from Zcll, towards the end of the 
year» Importingt that as the treaty made with the 
country of Hanover had been rendered void by the 
violation of the articles figned at Cloftcr-feven^ all 
the effcds belonging to the officers,, or others, em- 
ployed in the Hanoverian army, ihould be confif- 
cated for the ufe of his mollt Chriftian majelly ? 

The landgrave of Htfle Gaffel, being defirous of 
averting a like ftorm from his dominions, not only 
promifed to renounce all connexion with the kings; 
of Great Britain and Pruffia, but even folicited the 
court of France to receive him among the number 
of its dependants ; for, on the eighteenth day of 
Odober, the minifter of the due de Deuxponts de- 
livered at VerfaUles, in the name of the landgrave^ 
the plan of a treaty to be founded on the folkrwing 
conditions. The landgrave, after having exprefled 
an ardent defire of attaching himfelf who^y tQ 
France, propofed thefe articles: That he ffaould 
enter info no engagement againft the king and his 
allies V and give no affiftance, diredlly or indireftly,^ 
to the enemies of his majefty and his allies : that 
he Ihould never give his vote, in the. general or par- 
ticular aiiemblies pf the Empire, agaiaft his raajef* 
tjr^s intereft; butj^ oil th^ contrary, employ his in- 
leteft, jointly with France^ tp quiet the trembles of 
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the Empire : that, for diis «nd, his troops, which Aa. i7iS, 
had ferved in the Hanoverian army, fhould engage 
in the fervice of France, on condition that they 
Ihould noi aft in the prefent war againft his Bri* 
tannic majefty : that, immediately after the ratifi-^ 
cation of the treaty, his moft Chriftian n^ajefty 
fhould reftore the dominions of the landgrave in 
the fame condition they were in when fubdued bjr 
the French forces : that thefe dominions fhould be 
exempted from all further contributions, either in 
money, corn, forage, wood, or cattle, though al- 
ready impofed on the fubjedls of Hefft; and the 
French troops pay for all the provifion with which 
they might be fupplied ; in which cafe the land«- 
grave fhould cxadt no toll for warlikp flores, provi- 
jions, or other articles of that nature, which might 
pafs through his dominions: that the king of 
prance fhould guaranty all his eflates, all the 
rights of the houfe of HefTe Caffel, particularly the 
^ft of aiTurance figncd by his fon, the hereditary 
prince, with regard to religion ; ufe his intereft 
with ^the Emperor, and the Emprefs-qucen, that» 
in confideration of the immenfe lofTes and damages 
his mofl ferene highnefs had fuflfered fince the 
French invaded his country^ and of the great fums 
he ihould lofe with England in arrears and fubfi- 
dies by this accommodation,- he might be excufed 
from furoilhing. his contingent to the army of the 
Empire, as well as from paying the Roman mcmths 
granted by the dyet of the Empire ; and if, in re- 
fentment of this convention-, the eilates of his fe- 
Xtait bighnefs.&ould be attacked, his moHChriftian 
inajelly JObotild f|fiQr4 ti^f inqf^ fp^edy and effedua} 

Tbcfe 
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An. 1758. • Thefe propofals will fpeak for themfdves to the 

RemaHu rtader's apprehenfion j and, if he is not blinded 

pLn,*' by .the darkcft mifts of prejudice, exhibit a clear 

and diftinft idea of a genuine G — ^n ally. The 

1 .of H C ^1 had been fed with the 

good things of England, even in time of peace, 
when his friendfhip could not avail, nor his aver- 
fion prejudice the interefts of Great Britain : but 
he was retained in that feafon of tranquillity as a 
. friend, on whofe fervices, the moll implicit depen^ 
dence might be placed in any future ftorm or com- 
motion. How far he merited this confidence and 
favour, might have been determined by refledting 
.on his condu£t during the laft war ; in the courfe 
of which his troops were hired to the king of 
(Great Britain and his enemies alternately, as the 
fcalc of convenience happened to preponderate. 
Since the commencement of the prefcnt troubles, 
he had afted as a mercenary to Great Britain, al- 
though he was a principal in the difpute, and ilood 
coilnedted with her defigns by folemn treaty, as 
weH as by all the ties of gratitude and honour : 
but now that the caufe of Hanover feemed to be 
on the decline, and his own dominions had fufierecj 
by the fate of the war, he not only appeared willing 
to abandon his benefaftor and ally, but even fued 
to be inlifted in the fervice of his adverfary. This 
intended defeftion was, however, prevented by a 
fudden turn of fortune, which he could not poffibly 
forefee 5 and his troops continued ta aft in con- 
junftion with the Hanoverians. 

The landgrave of Heflc Caflel was not Angular 
in making fuch advances to the French monarch. 
Thf duke of Brunfwic, ftill more nearly connefted 

, with 


f 
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with the king of Great Britain, ufed fuch uncom- An;i758. 
«non expedition in detaching himfelf ifrom the tot- Trcaky 
tering fortune of Hanover, that, in ten days after ^°°^"^^ 
the convention pf Clofter-feven, he had concluded theFrench 
a treaty with the courts of Viepna aiid Verfailles ; ^^"^i^j"*, 
fo that the negotiation muft have been begun be? ©f Brunei 
fore that convention took place. On the twentieth wicfe.^ 
day of September his minifter at Vienna, by virtu? 
of full powers from the duke of Brunfwic, accepted 
and figned the conditions which the French king 
and his Auftrian ally thought proper to impofe, 
Thele iniported, Th^t his moft Chriftian majefty 
Ihpuld keep poffefEon of the cities of Brunfwic and 
Wolfcmbuttle during the war, and make ufe of the 
artillery, arms, and military ftores depofited in thcif 
arfenals : that the duke's forces, on their return 
from the camp of the dpke of Cumberland, Ihould 
be dilbanded and difarmed ; and take an oath, that 
they Ihould not, during the prefent war, ferve 
againft the king or his allies : that the duke ftiould . 
be permitted to maintain a battalion of foot, ancj 
two fquadrons of horfe, for the guard of his perfon ' 
^nd parties ; but the regulations made by the mare- 
chal Richelieu and the intendant of his army fhould 
fubfift on their prefent footing: thjt the duke 
fliould furnifli his contingent in money and troops, 
agreeably to the laws of the £mpire : that his 
fofces fhould immediately join thofe which the Ger- 
inannic body had aflembled •, and that he fhould 
order his minifler at Ratifbon to vpte conformably 
to the refolutions of the dyet, approved and con- 
firmed by the Emperor. In confideration of all 
thcfe concefTions the duke was reflored to the fa- 
ypijr pf the French kin^, whp gracioufly promifed 

that 
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that neither his reveiiues nor his treafure Ihould be 

touched^ nor the adminiftration of juIUce invaded ; 

and that nothing further (hould be demanded, but 

winter quarters for the regiments which fhouldpais 

that feafon in the country of Brunfwic. 

How fcrupuloufly foever the duke might have 

intended to obfcrve the articles of this treaty, his 

intentions were fruftrated by the condud of his 

brother prince Ferdinand, who, being invcftcd 

with the command of the Hanoverian army, and 

ordered to refume the operations of war againft the 

enemy, detained the troops of Brunfwic, as well as 

his nephew the hereditary prince, notwithftanding 

the treaty which his brother had figned, and the 

injunftions which he had laid upon his fon to quit 

the army, and make a tour to Holland. The duke 

wrote an expoitulatory letter to prince Ferdinand, 

pathetically complaining that he had feduced his 

troops, decoyed his fon, and difgraced his family ; 

infixing upon the prince's purfuing his journey, 9s 

well as upon the return of the troops; and threaten-* 

ing, in cafe of non-compliance» to ufe other means 

that fhould be more effeftual *. 

Not- 


-i-* 


• Tranflation of the letter 
written by the duke of Bruai^ 
wic to hit bsother prince Fer- 
dinand. 
*• S I R, 

^< I know ym too wll to 
doubt that the Situation in 
%vhich we ftand at pre(ent, with 
refycSt to. each other, ^ves 
yon abundance of uneafineis ; 
nor will you doubt that it gives 
me equal doncern : indeed it 
affiles mo greatly. Mc«it \ivUIe^ 


I could never, my dcateft bro- 
ther, have believed that you 
wetdd be the perfon wkoibcmld 
carry away fron me my eldeft 
fon. I am exceedingly morti^^ 
fied to iM^ myiclf under die 
hard neceffity of telling yov, 
that this (Eep is contrary to the 
law of nations, and the confti* 
totions of the £mpire;^ and 
that, if youperM in itj, yoa 
will difgrace your family, and 
bring a &mu upo&youv coan«> 

try. 
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Notwithfianding this warm remonftrance, prince An. 1758. 
Ferdinand adhered to his plan. He detained the 

troops. 


■•iiMi^Ua 


try, which you pretend to ferve. 
The hereditary prince, my{on, 
was at Hamburgh by my or* 
der, and yoa have carried him 
to Stade. Conld he diftruft 
kis uncle, an uncle who hath 
done fb much honour to his 
fiunily ? Could he believe that 
this uncle would deprive him 
of liberty, a liberty never re- 
fiifed to the loweft officer ? I 
ordered him to make a tour to 
Holland : could not the loweil 
officer have .don« as much? 
X^et us fuppofe, fori^ moment, 
that my troops, among whom 
lie fervcd, were to have flayed 
vdth the Hanoverians^ would 
it not have been ftill in my 
power to give an officer leave 
of ab(ence, or even leave to 
refign his commiffion ? and 
would you hinder your bro- 
ther, the head of your faniily, 
and of fuch a family as ours, 
to excrcife this right with re- 
gard to a fon, who is the he- 
reditary prince, of whofe rights 
and prerogatives you cannot be 
ignorant ? It is impoffible you 
could have conceived fuch de- 
figns, without the fuggeftion 
of others. Thofe who did fug- 
geft them have trampled on 
the rights of nature, of na- 
tions, and of the princes of 
Gerniany: they have induced 
you to add to all thefe the 
moft cruel infult on a brother 
whom you love,' and who al' 
ways loved you with the warm- 
eft afiedUon. Would you iiave 
your- bcodi^r lay his ju^ com- 


plaints againil you before tht 
whole Empire, and all Eitrope f 
Are not your proceedings ^with* 
out example ? What is Ger- 
many become ? What are itf. 
princes become, and our houfe 
in particular ? Is it the interett 
of the two kings, the cauie of 
your coitntry, and my caufe^ 
that you pretend to fupport ? 
—I repeat it. brother, that thii 
defign could never havt- been 
framed by yoa. I again com* 
mand my fon to purfue hig 
journey ; and I cannot con* 
ceive you will give, the leaft 
ob(lru£tion : if vou fhould^ 
(which I pray God avert) I {o» 
lemnly declare, that I will not 
be conftraiued by fuch mea- 
sures, nor fhall I ever forget 
what I owe to myfelf. As to 
my troops, you may fee what 
I have written on that bead to 
the Hanoverian miniftry. The 
duke of Cumberland, by the 
conventionofCloftcr-feven,dif- 
miiTed them, and fent them 
home : the faid miniftry gave 
me notice of this convention^ 
as a treaty by which I was 
bound. Thfe march of the 
troops was fettled ; and an in- 
cident happening, they halted : 
that obilacle being removed^ 
they Were to iiave continued 
their march. The court of 
Hanover will be no longer 
bound by the convention ; 
while I not only accepted it on 
their word, but have alfo, in 
, conformity with their inflrucr 
tions, negotiated atVer£ulles, 

and 
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An. 1758* troops, and tht hereditary prince, who, being folid 
of the fervicc, in a little time fignalized himfclf 
by very extraordinary afts of bravery and conduft; 
and means were found to reconcile his father to 
meafures that exprefly . contradiftcd his engage- 
ments with the courts of Vienna and Verfailles. 

The defeat of the French army at Rofbach, and 
the retreat of the Ruffians from Pomerania, had 
intirely changed the face of affairs in the Empire. 
The French king was foon obliged to abandon his 
]^^rvki conquefts on that fide the Rhine, and his threats 
•then. founded no longer terrible in the cars of the Ha- 
noverian and Pruffian allies. As little formidable 
were the denunciations of the Emperor, who had, 
by a decree of the Aulic council, communicated 
to the dyet certain mandates, iffued in the month 
of Auguft in the preceding year, on pain of the 
ban of the Empire, with avocatory letters annexed, 
againft the king of Great Britain, eledor of Hano- 


Decree of 

the Aulic 
council 

£e elec- 
tor of 


and at Vienna. After all thefe 
Heps, they would have me 
contradid myfelf, break my 
word, and intirely ruin my 
eftate, as well as my honour. 
Did you ever know your bro- 
ther guilty of fuch things? 
True it is, I have, as you fay, 
lacrificed my all ; or rather, I 
have been facrificed. The on- 
ly thing left me is my honour ; 
and, in the unhappy contrail; 
of our fituations, I lament 
both you and myfelf, that it 
ihould be from you, my dear 
brother, I fhould receive the 
cruel advice to give up my 
honour. I cannot liften to it : 
I cannot recede from my pro- 


miie. My troops, therefore, 
mufl return home, agreeably 
to what the duke of Cumber- 
land and the Hanoverian mi- 
niflry dipulated with regard to 
me in the ftrongefl manner. I 
am afraid that £e true circum- 
ilances of things are concealed 
from you. Not to detain your 
exprefs too long, I ihall (end 
you, by the poll, copies of all 
I have written to the Hanove- 
rian miniflry. It will grieve 
your honefl heart to read it. 
I am, with an heart almof! 
broken, yet full of tendernefs 
for you, your, &c. 
Blanckenbourg, Nov. 

ver. 
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ver, and the other princes afting in concert with An. lys*- 
the king of Pruffia. 

The French court likewife publiflied a virulent 
memorial, after the convention of Clofter-fevcn had 
been violated and (et afide, drawing an invidious 
parallel between the condud of the Frepch king 
and the proceedings of his Britannic majefty ; in 
which the latter is taitcd with breach of faith, and 
almoft every meannefs that could ftain the diarac- 
ter of a monarch. In anfwer to the Emperor's de- 
cree, and this virulent charge, baron Gimmerigen, 
the cledtoral minifter of Brunfwic-Lunenbourg, 
prefented to the dyet, in November, a long memo- 
rial, recapitulating the important fervices his fovc- 
reign had done the houfe of Auftria, and the un- 
grateful returns he had reaped, in the queen's re- 
'fufing tp ajffift him, when his dominions were threat- 
ened with an invafion. He enumerated many in- 
ftances in which (he had afTifled, encouraged, and 
even joined the enemies of the electorate, in con- 
tempt of her former engagements, and direftly 
contrary to the conftitution of the empire. He 
refuted every articlie of the charge which the French 
court had brought againft him in their virulent li- 
bel, retorted the imputations of perfidy and ambi- 
tion, and, with refpedt to France, juftified every 
particular of his own conduft. 

While the French and Hanoverian armies re- . Winter 
mained in their winter quarters, the former at ^^^^^ 
Zell, and the latter at Lunenbourg, divers petty en- 
terprizes were executed by detachments with va- 
rious fuccefs. The Hanoverian general Juncheim, 
having taken poft at Halberftadt and Quedlim- 
burg, from whence he made excurfions even to the 

gates^^ 
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An. 1758. gates of Brunfwic, and kept the French army iff 
continual alarm> he was viiited by a larg^ body 
of the enemy, who compelled him to retire to 
Acljerfleben^ committed great excefles in the. 
town of Halberftadt and its neighbourhood, and 
carried off hoflages for the payment of contribu- 
tions. General Hardenberg, another Hanoverian 
officer,, having diHodged the French detachments 
that occupied Burgh, Vogelfack, and Rittcrlude, 
and cleared the whole territority of Bremen, in the 
month of January the duke of Broglio alTenibled 
a confidcrable corps of troops that were cantoned 
at Otterfburg* "Rothenburg, and the adjacent 
country, and advancing to Bremen denjanded ad- 
mittance, threatening, that in cafe of a refufal he 
would have rccourfe to extremities, and punilh the 
inhabitants feverely, fliould they make the leail 
Qppdlition. When their deputies waited upon him 
10 defire a fhort time for deliberation, he an- 
iwcred, *' Not a moment— the duke de Richlieu's 
x>rders are peremptory, and admit of no delay/* 
He accordingly ordered the cannon to advance ; 
the wall wasfcaled, and the gates would have 
^been forced open, had not the ^agiftrates, at the 
carneft importunity of the people, refolved to com- 
ply with his demand. A fecond deputation .was 
immediately difpatchcd to the. duke of Broglip, Jig- 
nifying their compliance ; and the gates being 
Opened, he marched into the city at midnight, ,after 
having promifed, upon his honour, that no attempt ' 
fliould be made to the prejudice of its rights and 
prerogatives, and no outrage offered to the privi- 
. leges of the regency, to the liberty, religion, and 
-commerce of the inhabitants. This conquell, 

A. how- 
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kowever, wasof fhoct daratjon. Prince Ferdin^ind A*^- VS^^ 
of Briuifwic -being joined by a body^f PrujQiiaa . .. -; 
horfe, under the compiaiid of; prince Gcprge of 
Holftein-Gottorp, .the whole army was pqt in mo- 
tion, :aad advanced tQ4he country of Bremen about 
the middte pf February. The enemy were dif^; " ''^ * 
lodged frpiji Rottenburg^. Otterfburg, and Verden^ 
and they abandoned the city of Bremen .^t; the ap-^ 
proach of ..the Hanoveri^igi^peral, :iw[1k) took pofr. 
feffion 9f it without; opipotftt^;:!. . v.r; r ..;.., 

By thiftrtime the coiurt o^ Vei^iaiUes, .being- dlfTa* I'he duke 
tisfied witl> *e cpndj^i^ of the 'duke 4?4!9tielieu^ Heu^re!'''" 
had recall^ that g? wral.feojpi Germ^^jw^^^^ called. 

place was fupplied l?y the cQqnt, :de. Ofercppnt, to 
the general fatisfaftion of^ th? - army, lasjwell as.xo 
the joy of the . Hanoverian fubje6t?,;a»mang whonii. 
Jlichelieu had coipnmitted many flagrant and inhu^ 
man afts ofjrapinc and ^^preflion. The new coip- 
mander found his mafter's- forces. reduced to a,.de- 
plorable condition, by the - accidents ^qf war, and 
iftcmper arifing from hard duty, fevere w^eather, 
and the lyant ofneceffaries. , As he could not pre- 
tend, with fuch a. wretched reninant,. tp.t^pppfe the 
defigns oif prince Ferdinand in the field,- or even 
maintain the footing which his pred?ceffor had 
gained, he found himfelf uiider the n^c^ffi.t^ of re- 
tiring with^ all poflibie expedition tpwjwids. the 
Rhine. , As. the allies Advanced, . his, troops re- 
treated from their diftant quarters with fiich pre* 
cipitation^ as. to leave behind all their fick, ■ toge- 
ther with .a great gart* .pf .thcjr bagg^^ an4! ^^^'\ 
lery, befides a great number of officers .and ibl- 
diers, thatfiylj into the. haafl$ of thodf^p^tiks -by 
whom they were* purfued .-.^ -.. / . r- 

Numb. 17. • X; [The 
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Afc «75t. The inhabitant* <^ Hanover, perceivkig the 
Generous Ffench intended to d>andon that city, were over- 
-5 ^^ whelmed with the fear of being futjeaed to every 
duaof fpccic* of violence and abufe : but theHr appreheH-^ 
the duke jg^n, were happ^ dMippoi«ed bf the hoftow atitf 
SJ^ integrity of the duke dc Kandte, the Pfemft go- 
Tcmor, wh6 not only toolt eflfefturf nieaiures^ for 
rcftraining the IWdiers within the bounds, of tfte^ 
moft rigid difcipline ftiidffioderatioA, but likewifo 
exhibited a noble proof of generofity, almoft wtth^ 
^utexomplfc. Ihftead of dcfl*oytng his magaeifie 
ef piwifiont, according; to Hie ufaaf praftkc of 
war, he ordered the ^«^le to be either ibW at ar 
low price, or diftributWi among the poor of die 
city, who had been long cxpofed lo the horrors of 
fcmine: an aftof godKkc humanity, which ought 
f o dignify the character of that worthy noWctnan 
above all the titles that military fame can dcferve, 
or arbitrary monarchs bcftow. The regency of 
Hanover were ' fa deeply imprcfled with a fenfe of 
his heroic behaviour on this occafion, that they . 
gratefully acknowledged h in a letter of thanksr to 
him and the count de Clermont ; and on the day 
of folemn thankfgiying to heaven, for their being 
delivered from their enemies, the clergy- in their 
fermons did not fail to celebrate and extd the cha- 
rity and benevolence of the duke de Ramfan. 
Such glorious teftimonles, even from enemies, 
inuft 1^ afforded the moft exquiflte {deafure to 
a mind endued with fenftbiKty ; and thi^» tia doubt, 
may be termed 6rte of ^thc fliireft tiliimphs of 
humanity/ 

The two grand divifions of the French army, 
ijuartered at Zell and Hanover, rethrd iir good or- 
der 
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der to Hainelcn, where they coBefted all their An, 175*. 
ttoops, except thofe that were left in Hoy a, and The 
about four thoufand men placed in garrifon at Min- f^^ain 
den, to retard the operations of the combined army. Hanover* 
Towards the latter end of February, prince Ferdi- 
Band of Aiirifwic, having received inteffigence that 
Ac count de Ghabot was poftcd with a confiderable 
body of troops at Hoya upon the Wcfer, detached 
tile hereditary prince of Brunfwic with four batta- 
Kons, arid fotne light troops and dragoons, to dif- 
fcdge thim from that neighbourhood. Thisjen- 
tbrprize wai/xfeduted'iWth the utmoft intrepidity. 
. The heremtary prince 'p^^ The here* 

iJirith "pa^rt of hii detachment, while the reft ad- ^^!*^ . 
vahccd pn^this fide of the river; and the eneniy, Brunfwic 
being attacked in front and rear, wene in a little r«^«ccs . 
time fdrccd, 'and thrown into confufion. ' The m^JJIT* 
bridge being abandoned, and near feven hundred 
men taken prilbners, the count de Chabot threw 
himfelf with two battalions iiito the caftle, where 
he refolved to fupport himfelf, in hope of being 
relieved* The regiment of Bretagne and feme de- 
tachments of dragooris were aftually on the march 
to his 'afliftance. The hereditary prince being 
made ' atguainfed with this circumftance, being 
alfo deAitute of heavy aftillery to befiege the place 
in form,, and taking, it for granted he fliould not 
be able to maintain the poft after it might be taken, 
he Kftened to the terms of dapitularion propofed by 
the French general, whoife garrifon was fuffered to 
march out with the hondurs of war 5 but their can- 
non, ftotes, and ammunition, were furrendered to 
die viftor;* This was the firft exploit of the here- 
ditary prince, whofe valour and activity, on many 

X a fgbh 
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Aii.i7s3- fubfcquent occafions^ Ihone with diftmguUhed 
luftre. He had no iboner reduced Hoya, than he 
marched to the attack of Minden, which he in- 
vefted on the fifth day of March, and on the four- 
teenth the garrifon furrendercd at difcretion* 
The . After the rcdudlion of this city, the combined 

arrr y rc- ^^"^7 advanced towards Hamelen, where the French 
treats to general had eftabliflied ,hls head-^quarters : but he 
thcRhinc. abandoned them at the^ipproach of the allies, and. 
leaving behind all his f;ck and wouri(ie^, with part 
of his magazines, retired .withput halting toPadcr- 
born, and from thence to the Rhine, recalling ia 
his niarch the troops thgtt were in £mbden> CaiTel, 
and the landgraviate of Hefle, all which places 
were now evacuated. They w^re terribly Jiarrafled. 
in their retreat by the PruOian huflkrs,. aqd ^ body 
. of light horfe, dillinguiftxed.by the name erf Ha- 
" noverian hunters, who took a great number of 
prifoners, together with many baggage- waggons, 
and fome. artillery. Such was. the precipitatiqn oft 
the enemy's retreat, that they could npt find timcj 
to deftroy all their magazines of provifion and for 
rage; and even forgot to, call in the garrifon of, 
Vechte, a fmall fortrefs in t\^ neighbourhood of* 
Diepholt, who were ma^p prifoners of war, and 
here was .found a complete train of battering can- 
non and mortars* 

The count de Clermont, having reacted the 
tanks of the Rhine, diftributed his forces into 
c^iiarters of cfUntonment in Wcfel and the adjoin* 
ing country, while prince Ferdinand cantoned the 
t allied army in the bifliopric of Munfter :. here> 
however, he did not long remain inaftive. . In the 
latter end of May he ordered a detachment to.pafs 
.", : S' . : ""'die 
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the Rhine at Duysfcurg, under the comtnand of An;i758, 
•colonel ScKeither, who executed this order with- Prince 
out lofe, defeated three battalions of the enemy, ^^J^^' 
and took five pieces of cannon. In the begihmng pafTes the 
.of June the whole army pafled the Rhine, on a ^^i"^- 
bridge conftrufted for the occafion, defeated a 
body of French cavalry, and obtained divert othef 
advantages in their march towards Wefel.- Kai- 
feriworth was furprized, the greater part' of the 
garrifon either killed ot taken; and prince Fer- 
dinalnd began to make preparations for'thefiege 
of Duffelddrp. In the nfiean time the count de 
Clermont, being unable to ftop the rapidity of his 
progrefs, was obliged to fecure his troops with 
ftrong intrenchments, until he fhould be properly 
reinforced.^ - . ; i 

^ The court of Verfailles, though equally morti- The 
fied- and confounded at the turn of theu- affairs ill ^''^'^ch 
Germany, did not fit tamely and behojd this re- inforced. 
verfe ; but' exerted their ufual fpirit arid expedi- 
tion in retrieving the Iqffes they had fuftained. 
They alTembled a body of troops at Hanau, unde^ 
the diredion of the prince de Soubife, who, it was 
faid, had received orders to penetrate, by the way 
of Donawert, Iftgoldftadt, and Arnberg, iritoBo- 
hemia. In the mean time,- reinforcements daily 
arrived in the camp of the. count de Clermont j 
and, as repeated complaints had been made of the 
want of difciplihe and fubordination in that army^ 
meafures were taken for reforming the trpops by 
fcverity and example. The marechal duke' de 
fielleifle, whonowafted as fecretary' at war, with 
uncommon ability, wrote a letter, direfted to' all 
the colonels of infantry, threatening them, in the 
' X 3 king'$ 
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An* 1758. king's name, with the lofi of their reghneAli^ 
fliould they connive any longer at the fcst^dalous 
pradice of buying commiffioBs : an abufe which 
had crepe into the fervice under various pretext^ 
to the difcouragement of merit, the relaxaticm ^ 
difcipline, and the tot^ emin^n of biKkbk 
emulation. 
IMnoe The prince of Qermont haviing quitted his 

md'ii ^^^S camp at Rhinefeldt, retired to Nuys a iitde 
difpofi- higher up the river, and detached 4i confidemk^ 
tiom for eorps^ Under the command of the count de St, Q^- 
tlie ene^^ fiiatn, to take poft at Crevolti fituated in a plain 
my. between his army ^nd the camp cf the rillies, which 

fronted the town of Meuvs : after feveral motMHis 
on both fides, prince Ferdinand rdSriv^ed fie «tu^ 
the enemy, and forthwith made a difpofition for 
this purpofe: He affigned the comiiiwd of tho 
wh(^ left wing, oinfiiling of eighteen {^iitalioitt 
^nd twenty-^ight fquadrofif, to lieuteiiant-generai 
Sporcken : (he condu A of the right wing, com^ 
pofed of fixteen battalions and fourteen fquadron^^ 
was intrufted to the hereditary prince and m^or- 
general Wangenheim ; the ft|U£|drQRs, with the 
addition of two regiments of PruiBan dragoons, 
were under ^he immediate dire<9:iQn of (he princ« 
of JHoUtein,^ vhile the hereditary prince coni-^ 
insnded the iofantoy. The itght troops, con^ 
^ing of five iqnadrons of huflars, were d|vide4 
between the prince of HoUtein^d lieutenant- ge*- 
neral Sporcken. Major Luckner's fquadtm, tch 
gether with Schcither's corps, were ordered to ob- 
i^rve (he flank of the enemy's right, and with this 
view were pofted in the village of Papendeick 1 
flR4 % feattaliqn ^f tfcc troop of .Wplfcmbuttle 
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^vfttekitin the town o£ Hulfte, to cover the rear An. i7s«. 
of the at my. Prioce Ferdinand's defign was to 
aiuck the enemy on ^k left flank ; buc the exc-; 
xution wacH-endered extremely difficult by the woods 
and 4i€dies that embarrafifed the route, and the 
-iuuneroos ditches that interfedled this part of the 
country. 

Oo the twmty-third day of June at four in the Their left 
jnaroiog, the army began to move ; the right ad- wing de- 
. vancing in two cdumns as far as St. Anthony, and crevelt. 
'the left marching up wichin' half a league of Cre- 
velt. The prince haying viewed the pofidon of the 
.^nemy from the fieeple of St, Anthony, procured 
. guides, and having received all the necefTary hints 
oi information, proceeded to the right, in order to 
charge the enemy's left flank by the villages of 
Worft and Anrathj but, in order to divide their 
attention, and ktrep them in fufpence with rcfpedb 
to the nature of his principal attack, he direded 
the generals Spbrcken andOberg to advance againft 
them by the way of Crevelt and St. Anthony, and, 
in particular, to make the moil of their artillery, 
. that, being employed in three different places at 
once, they might be prevented from fending any 
reinforcement to the kft, where the chief attack 
was intended, Thefe precautions being taken, 
prince Ferdinand putting himfelf at the head of 
the grenadiers of the right wing, continued his 
march in two columns to the village of Anrarh^ 
where he fell in with an advanced party of the 
French, which, after a few difcharges of mufquc- ^ 
try, retired to their camp and gave the alarm. In 
tte mean time both armies were drawn up in ord<ir 
of battle i' the troops of the allies in the plain be- 

X 4 twccn 
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An, 1758- f ween the villages of Anrath ahd WiUich, oppofiie 
to the French forces, whofe left was covered vmh 
a wood. The aftion began about one in the af- , 
ternoon, with a fevcre cannonading on the part 
of prince Ferdinand, which, though well fupported, . 
proved ineffectual in drawing the enemy from their 
cover : he therefore determined to diflodgc them 
frooi the wood by dint of fmall arms. The here- 
ditary prince inimcdiately advanced with the whole 
. front, and a very obftinatc a^ion cnfued. Mean 
while the cavalry on the right, in vain, attempted 
to penetrate the wood on the other fide, where the 
enemy had raifcd two batteries, which were fuf- 
tained by forty fquadrons of hbrfe. After a terri- 
ble fire ^ad been maintained on both fides till five 
in the afternoon, the grenadiers forced the intrench- 
mcnts in the wood, which were lined by the French 
. infantry. Thcfe giving way abaadoiied the wood 

. in the utmoft difordcr •, but the.purfuit was check- 
. ed by the conduct and refolution of the enemy's 

. . cavalry, which, notwithftanding a dreadful fire 
from. the artillery of the allies, maintained their 

. ground, and covered the foot in their retreat t^J" 

•J^uys. The fuccefs of the day was, in a good 

meafure, owing to the artillery on the left and in 

the centre, with which the generals Sporcken and 

Oberg had done great execution, and employed 

jhe attention df the enemy an that fide, while 

^ . prince Ferdinand profecuted his attack on the 

other quarter, li imift be owned, however, tha? 

their righi: wing and centre retired in great, order to 

Niiys, though the left was defeated with thcjofs 

.of ibme ftandards, colours, and pieces of cannon, 

^nd fc- thoufand men killed, wounded j Or talccq 
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prifoners*. This viftory, - however, which coft Ati-ijs^ 
the allies about fifteen hundred men, was not at 
all decifive in It^i tonfequences ; and, indeed, 
-the plan feemed only calculated to difphy the 
entcrprifing genius of the Hanoverian general. 
-True it is the French army took refuge under the 
camion of Cologne, where they remained without 
hazarding any ftep for the relief of Duffeldorp, 
which princfc Ferdinand immediately invefted, and, 
in a few days, reduced, the garrifon being allowed 
to march out with the honours of war, on condi- 
tion that they flibuld not, for the fpace of one year, 
carry arms againft the allies. 

It was at this period that count de Clermont re- The 
figned his command, which was conferred* upon ^j^^^^^ 
Mr. de Contades, and the French army was confi- refignsth© 
dcrably reinforced. He even threatened to attack command 
prince Ferdinand in his turn, and made fome mo- pfench 
tions with that defign -, but was prevented by the army, and' 
little river Etff, behind which the prince refolved Jf^'by l^ 
t(>lie quiet until he ftiould be joined by the body of dc Coa- 
Britifti troops, under the command of the duke of ***^^- 
Marlborough, the firft divifion of which had juft 
•landed atEmbden. He flattered himfelf that the 
prince of Yfcnbourg, at the head of the Hcflian 
troopsj would find employment for the prince dc 
Soubiie, who had marched from Hanau with a 
defign to penetrate into! the landgraviate of Heflfc 
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* Among the French officers nilhefl a flidft lifeof honoor in 

who loft their lives in this en- the embrace of military glory, 

gagement,was the count de Gi" and fell gallantly fighting at 

^rs, jonly ion o^ the marechal: tke Head of his own regiment! 

clukedeBelleiile,an4 iafthope to the inexprcf^ble ;g^cf . ©f 

. ©f that illuflrimis • famfly, a hJs aged father,' knd the uni- 

youBg nobleman of cx^acfdi- Ttrfalrrgret qf hi^ 'Country. * 
nary accoi-npliihments, who fi- ....... -,' . 

CaOel: 
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^*i7j^- CaiTd: bis vanguanl had been already fuipriM 
and defeated by the mtlitia of the coun^ ; and 
the prmcc of Yicnbouig was at the head of aeon* 
derable body of regular focces^ aflembkd to ^p- 
pofe his further progrefii. 
The Prince Ferdinand dierefbre hoped, that the op^ 

Y(e^ ^^ rations of the Freack general would be effed»aUy 
hovLTg de- impeded, until he hixnfdf, -boiog joiaed by the Brt- 
tJ^^d^k^ tifh troops, fhould he in a condition to pa& the 
dc Biog- Meufe, tcansfer the feat of war into the enemy's 
>>o* country^ thus make a diveifion from the Jlhine, and 

perhaps oblige the prmce of Soobile to come to 
the affiftance of the principal French army, cotn* 
manded by M. de Consider He had formed a 
4)lan which would hare anfwered thde purposes cf* 
fe&ually, and, in^Moution ci it» marchodco.Ru* 
iremond on the Maeft;, when his meafores were to- 
tally difeoncerted by a variety of incidents which 
he could not forefee. The prince af Yfenboutg^ 
was, on the twenty -third day of Jidy, defeited 
at SaogarfliauTen by the duke de BiogHo, whom te 
prince de Soubife had detached againft him with a 
number of troops, ^^reatiy faperior to that which 
the Heffian general commanded. The duke de 
Broglio, who commanded the corps that formed 
the vanguard of Soubife-s army, having learned at 
Cafirl, that the liilfian troops ^under the prince of 
Yft obourg, were retiring towards Munden, he ad* 
vanced, 4cm4he twenty- third of July, with a body of 
eight tlhoufand men to the^iUage of SangaHhaufen^ 
where he found theni drawn up in order of battle ; 
and forthwith made a difpofition for theatuck. At 
firft his cavalry were repulfedbv the Heffian horfe, 
which charged the French mfantry, and were 
4 broke 


G E O ROE H; S3* 

J^foke ia their turn. ThcHeffians, Acwghgreidy to. i7!/».^ 
inferior in number to ike enemy, made a very cAk 
ftinate fefiftonce, byfftv«»ur of a rock in the Fukk 
4hat Covered their right, and a wood by which their 
left was fecured. The difputie was fo obftioaxe 
that the enemy's left was obliged to give ground 4 
but die duke of Broglio ordering a frdh corps to 
advance, changed the fortune of the day. The 
Heflians, overpowered by numbers, gave way .; 
part plunged into the river, whece many perKhed^ 
and part threw themfi^es into the wood^ through 
which they efcaped from the purfuit of the huflars, 
who took above two hundred foldiers and fifty offi;- 
cers, including the count de Canitz., who was ie« 
cond in command. They likewife found on tht 
iiel^ of battle feven pieces of cannon^ and eight 
at Miinden : but the carnage was pretty confides 
able, and nearly equal on both fides. The ntim« 
^ of the killed and wounded on the fide of the 
French, exceeded two thoufand ^ die lofs of the 
Hefiians was not fo great. The prmce of Yfen-' 
bourg having coUe&ed the remains of his litde 
army, took poft at Eimbeck, where ^he foon was 
feinferced, and found himfelf at the head of 
twelve thoufand men: but in eonfequence of thi^ 
advantage the enemy became mafters of the We« 
fjpTj and opened to themfelves a '^ee pa0age into 
W^phaliat 

, The progrefs of prince Ferdinand upon the prince 
Maefe had been retarded by a k)ng fucceffion of F«^^" 
feeafvy rains, which broke up the roads, and render- "olvcs^to 
fid the country impaffable ; and now the certain in- mrcat, 
f>rmation of this unlucky check, left him no al- 
fCirnatiye but 9 battle, or a retreat acrofs the 

Rhine ; 
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*»• '7S*- Rkinc : the SuA was carefully avoided by the ene- 
0iy ; the latterreii^rion, therefore, he fouad him- 
iclf under a heceflity to embrace. In his prefenc 
position be was hampered by the French army on 
one wing, on the other by the fortrefs of Gueldre, 
the ganiibn of which had been ktely reinfbrced,^ 
as wcQ as by divers other polls, capable of obftrud- 
ing the convoys and fubfiftence of the combined 
army : befides, he had reafon to apprehend, that 
the prince de Soubiie would endeavour to intercept 
the Britiih troops in their march from Embden. 
Induced by thefe confideracions he determined to 
repafs the Rhine, after having offered battle to the 
enemy, and made feveral motions for that pur- 
pofe. Finding them averie to an engagement, he 
made his difpofidons for forcing the ftrong pafs of 
Wachtendonck, an ifland furrounded by the Niers, 
c£ very difficult approach, and fituated exa£tly in 
^ his route to the Rhine. This fervice was performed 
by the hereditary prince of Brunfwic, who per- 
ceiving the enemy had drawn up the bridge, 
ruftied into the river at the head of his grenadiers, 
who drove them away with their bayonets, and 
cleared the bridges foi^the paffage of the army to- 
wards Rhinebergen. At this place prince Ferdi- 
nand received intelligence, that Mr. de Chevert;, re- 
puted one of the beft officers in the French fervice, 
had paffed the Lippe with fourteen battalions and 
feveral fquadrons, to join the garrifon of Wefel, 
and fall upon lieutenant-general ImhofF, who com- 
manded a detached corps of the combined army at 
Meer, that he might be at hand to guard a bridge 
which the prince had thrown over the Rhine at 
Rees. His fcrene highnefs was extremely defirous 

of 


©f fending. «fuacours to general ImhofF» but the AA.j7jt^ 
troops ;«(ere i;oo much fatigued to begia another 
march before, morning i» and the Rinn^ had ovcri^ • 
flowed its bai^ks in fuchamanner as to render the 
buridgp at Rpps impaffabie ; fo that Mr. imhpflf was 
left to the refburces of his own cond^ A) and the 
bravery of his.troops,.confiftiag of fix battalions 
and four fquadrons, already weakened by the ab- . 
fence of diffwwt detachments. .* . . ^^ 

Thij general having received advice^ pn^ the General 
fourth* of -^uguft. that the enemy ^ntenfi/sdji^ J^^J 

the Lippe that fame evening with aconfiderable Mnde 
train of artillery, in order to .burn fthe bridge at Chcvoj;. 
R ees, . decamped with , a . view to , corner, tjfiis -.placci '^ . ; / "'"■ 
and join two battalions which, had i^o^ <hQjRhind '^ ^ 
in boats, und^r the cqqvpgn4of :eei9€»|q^#ro«fe 
who reinfbf Of d him accqrdii|gly i b^tjljftfih^i]^ U}* 

appearing,, heconclud^d^the . informaftoi^ WftT &ifi»* 
and refolved to ^refunie Ms-.advaotagepy/ijt]^ 

Meer. - Of this he h^ i^ foc^ner re0QSej(Sp4 b^ 
fclf, t|ian;.h^f ;advancc4 gpajds were j^og^eife witfc - 
the enea}Y„.vip marched M the aiLtack-jfeomi Wct 
fel^ unc^M the^ comnij^nd- of lieutenMHrgCB^ral de ' \ 

Ci^verti pofli^ljfting of, t\m. ;whole corpt Ht^oded 
fpr the fip^ p( Dufleldorp. Imhofffaifl*oait was l 

coyqre^ by iwppti<;es , s^i J(iitqhes,:;t4ieb4'fbcing a \ 

rifmgrgrouja^i,j9nj*hi9.'xighj:, .from %hei^cihe dould 
plainly, ;^^fr;i ithe y^hf^ iferoe. [that;, advanced 
againft, hipi,.ytot|i€t]i^r -jijithc. the .manner, of 'thrif ' 
approai^sr.; P^rceiviiig theriv^ftgagcd iairhSdiffi^ 
cult g?o\^ j>f],- Jie. prtftcd jenc: rlginwit 'in axdppicei 
wii;h or4eiis> to Jfall ypoq-jthft feft .flaBtklof -jfihft^nfc* 
piy^. which appeared .qt}ite:iiiJfcovcrcd;.''and ^^foon 
as ;heir;4re; begap, lid^^aftiqid^jithrtl^je irfftiaf -hit 

- forces 
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An^ i7Sfr. forces to attack Acm m front. The bayoiiet was 
tifed on this occafion^ and the charge given vntil 
fiich intpetuofity and refelooon, that t£ttr a fiiort 
refinance, the ertemy fefl into confitfion, and Bed 
towards^ WelH, leaving -on the Ipot eleven pieces 
of camion^ with a great ntimber of waggons and 
odkrcarriagesf : befides dirkffled and wovmdcd, 
who iimountedf to a pretty confiderable ntmifacr, 
the viftor took three htmtfrcd and fifty four prifo- 
iiers, ifaduding eleveit officers ; whereas, on his 
ptn^ die vi6fcory was purchafed at a very fmaU cx- 
.'-; pence.-' - ^ - 
The ali^ - EtBihediately' after Ais aftion, general Wangen- 
i^JfP^ heim pariM the Rhine with feveral fiiuadrons and 
battaKonv to-remfbrce general Imhoflr, and enable 
iikii t^ pHHSk^oBic cbe adHraneige he ha:d gained, 
whiles priAOr Ferdinand marched wkh the reft of 
die army lo^ Santen : fl>ohi thence he proceeded txj 
Rhiiieb^g; where he intendJed to pafs ; but the 
riiM had- overflowed eo^ fuch a degree, that * here, 
as welfc as tt Rees, the IBore was maccelCble ; fa 
that kr feund it necettary te march farther down 
tbe liver^ and by a bridjg^ ac Griet^zen. The 
.eotmfhad contrived four vefleb. for tt^deftruflion 
et tUs bridge ; but they were d9 takeh before 
diey could put the (fe%n in eatecutioiv, and the 
tvhnte army paflfed oti the tenth day of Auguft, 
without any lo& or iWtber intemiption. Ac 
the fame* time the prince withdrew his garrtfbn 
fiDm.I>ufleldxirp, of which the French immediate- 
ly took poffcflioa^ immecfiacely after his paflage 
ht 4t9actved a fettev from the duke of Marlt^- 
nM^h^ acquaindiig him, that the BriHfli troops 
lud arnmd at lii^geft, b thf k* route toCoesfokk $ 
V to 
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Qxiviiich^te general I^rritei^ was fbi^t to^ receive* ^ ^^i^. 
them^ with^ j^ ftroAg detachmenii :' Irat^ notwithh- 
ibfli(£iig tfais^jun£i^n)the#m^arfni<§oH tke' Rhine 
were ia equaify macched^ that no^ fttok^ of im^ 
poitsuKre was ftrqck on^ either fide durit^g this m^ 
misinrng pari of the caihpaigm 

Mr..de Comades, feeing no pro^ifib of obtam- Thccorpt 
mg the k^ftadvaatageover prince Ferdinand, de^ manded 
teched prince Xaverius oP Saxony wkh a ftfbng bygcnc- 
reinfokement to the prlhee d<s S^ubile, ^o had^ j*l^^* 
taken pofle0k>n of -GottingcrH and feettitd deter- by the 
mined to at^fc the ppince of Tfenbotjrg at Eim- French at 
beck. That this officer mii^ht be abl^sto-give hirft ^^nha- 
a proper recteption, prince Ferdinand detached gfr- gen: 
neral Obcrg with ten thoufand men- to Lipfladt; 
from' ^hence,*^ fliould occafioh require?^- they' lili^Jir 
COP tinuc their marchv and join the H^Bms. The 
whofe'body, when thos reinforced, did not exceed 
twenty thouland nnen, of irttom general Oberg now 
affiimed the contmand ; whereas the trW^sofSoti- 
btfe werfe incrcafed to 'the number of 'thrrt;^ thou- 
fend. The alKes had t^ken poft tipon the Hrcr 
FuWe at Sanderfliaufen, Where they hoped the 
Frirt ch would attack theitt- 5 v but the defign of Sou-- 
bifc was firit to diffodge ^ihetn from' that -advan- 
tageous fittiation. With this viewhe made a mo- 
tion, as if he had intended to fauni the camp of 
the alKes by the road of Munden, In order to 
prevent the execution dF this fuppofed defign, ge- 
AergdObeifg' decamped -on- the tenth of October, 
And, paffihg by the viDage of tandwernhagen, kd- 
vahced towards Luttenbei^^ where, underftand- 
ing thfe • enemy were at his heels, he ibrdiwich 
formed, his troops in order of Battle, hi« right to 

the 
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Ati. i7s& the JFulde, md his left extending to a tfakkkt upoo: 
an emi^en<;e^ where be planted . five field^pieces. 
The cavilry'/uppofted.ch^ wings in a tbinl line ; 
the viHage of Luttoiberg . was in -the rear, and 
£:Hir pieces of cannon were ntQunced^on arifing* 
ground that flanked this village* The French, 

£..^ : . havip^ H)(ewiie pafled Landwemhagen, pofbcd 
.^ ; " their left* towards the F-uki^, their right; extending 
far bcyoud^ the left of the allies^ and their front 
being jSnengthened W4th above thirty pieces of can- 
non. , At four in the afternoon the enemy began 
the battle with a fevere cannonading, and at the 
lame tinae the firft line, of their infjMitry attacked 
major- general Zaft row, who was polled on the left 
wing of the allies. This body of the French was 
repvilfed » but, in the fame> moment, a confiderable 
line of cavalry ad van cii^,, .charged, the allies ia 
front and flank. Thefe. w/erc fupported by a frelh 
body of infantry with cannon, which, after a warm 
difpute,'. obliged the confedwte? to give way; 
and general- Oberg^ ia order to preveni: a total de- 
fca.r, nfj^e.adifpofitipn for a retreat, . which was 
perfcwrmed in;t9ler;^ble ord^r j. not buf that he fuf- 
fer^d•grfatly^lin.{>affiflg.thro^gh ade^ from the 
fire of ^the enemy's cannon,- wiiich was brought up^ 
and managed. under the diredion of the duke de 
Broglio.; J^avdng marched through Munden by 
9)i4night, . jthe £etiring_ arnpy lay till moaning under 
arms in the little plain* near Grupen, bathe other 
fidq qf the Wefer; but at day-break- profccuted 
their jgarch, after having withdrawn the gs^riibn 
frjojp'.lylunden,. until they arrived in the neighbour-; 
b^c^d gf.Gunterflieim, where they encamped* 

In 
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In this^ engagement gcnerar Oberg loft about An, 1758, 
^teen hundred men, his artillery, baggage, and 
ammunicioo. He was obliged to abandon a ma- 
gazine of hsty and ftraw at Munden, and leave 
part o£ his wounded men in that place to the hu- 
manity of the viaor. Bur, after all, the French 
general reaped very litde advantage from his 
vidbory. . 

By this time prince Ferdinand had retired into 
Weftphalia, and fixed his head^ quarters at Mun- 
Jfter, while Mr. Contades encamped near: Ham 
upon the Lippe : fo that, although he had obliged 
tjic French army to evacuate Hanovjer and Hdic 
in the beginning of the. year, when they, were 
weakened by death and diftemper, and even driven 
them beyond the Rhine, where they fuftalned a de- 
feat-, yet they were foon put in a condition xq bs^e 
all his future endeavours, and penetrate again into 
Weftphalia, where they eftablifh«4 their winter- 
quarters, extending themfelves : in fuch a manner 
as to command the whole courfe of the BJiine on 
both (ides, while the allies were difpoied in the 
landgraviate of Hefle Cafiel, and in the biihoprics 
of Munfter, Paderborn, and Hildefheim. The 
Britifli troops had joined them fo late iii the feafon, 
that they had no opportunity to (ignalize them- 
felves in the field; yet the -fatigues of the cam- 
paign, which they fcverely felt, proved fatal to 
their commander, the duke of Marlborough, who Death of 
died of a dyfentery at Munfter, univcrially la- the duke 

^ J ofMarl- 

'ne^^^a- borough. 

Having thus particularized the operations of the 
allied army fince the commencement of the cam- 
paign, we (hall now endeavour to trace the fteps 
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An. 175 S. of the king of Pruffia, from the period at which - 

his army was aflemblcd for aftion. Haviog cot 
Opera- ledcd his forces as foon as the feafon. would per- 
^^\^^ mit, he undertook the futge ^ of Schweidnkz in 
©mJffia form on the twcnty-finft day of March ^ and car- 
at the be- ncci on his. operations wiA fuch vigDar^ that in 
of^the^ thirteen days the garrifon fqrrender^d' themfelves: 
cam- prifoners of war, after having loft one half of thcir> 
P*^*^ number in the defence of the place. While one part 
of his tFoops were engaged in this fervicc, he himr 
felf at the head of anosher advanced to the eaftern 
frontier of Bohemia, and fent a detachment as far 
as Trautenaw, garrifoned by a body of Auftrians, 
who, after an obftinate refiftance, abandoAcd the- 
place, and retreated towards their grand army. By - 
this fuccefs he opened to himfelf a way into Bohe- 
mia,' by which he poured* ion detachments of light 
troops, to raife contributions, and harmfs the out- 
pofts of the enemy- At the lame time/thc baron 
dela Mothc Fouquet marched with, another body 
againft the Auftrian general Jahaus^ pofted in the 
county of Gktz, whom^ he obliged to abandon alt 
the pofts he occupied«iii that country, and purflied 
\ as far as.Kachod, within twenty mites of Koningf* 

gratz, where- the grand Axiftriaa armgr.wa^ en- 
camped, under the command of marcchal Daun> 
who. had lately arrived from Vienna*. 


•*M«« 


• At this jundlure the Pruf- ~ thoufand tenis, and other field- 
Can 'commandant of Drefden, utenlils. Thefe had been here 
being admitted into the Japan, concealed wh^n the P/uffians* 
palace, to fee the curious por- firft took pofleffion of the city ; 
cel^in. with which it is adorn- . they were immediately feized 
cd, percei\^ed a door built up ; by 'the commandant, and' dif- 
and ordering the pafiage to be trifaoted ainong ^hci troops, of: 
opened, entered a large apart- prinC(? Henry's arrpy.^ ' 


ment, v/here he found three* 


Orer 
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Over and above thefe cxcurfions, the king or- ^^* ^7S9^ 
dered a body of thirty thoufand men to be aflem- 
bled, to aft under the command of his brother 
prince Henry, an accomplifhed warrior,' againfl: 
the army of the Empire, which the prince of 
Deuxponts, with great difficulty, made Ihifc to 
form again near Bamberg in Franconia. 

The king of Pruflla, whofe defigns were per- He enter* 
haps even greater than he cared to own, refolved to ^^^'^^^^^ 

. ^ and m- 

fliift the theatre of the war, and penetrate into veils Ol- 
Moravia, a fertile country, which had hitherto "^^^^• 
been kept facred from ravage and contribution. 
Having formed an army of fifty, thoufand choice 
troops, near Neifs in Silefia, he divided them into 
three columns; the firll. corhmanded by marechal 
Keith, the fecond byhimfelf in perfon, and the 
third condufted by pHrice Maurice of Anhalt Def^ 
fau. In the latter end of April they began their 
march towards Moravia; and general De la ViHe, 
who commanded a body of troops in that country, 
retired as they advanced, after having thrown a 
ftrong reinforcement into Olmutz, which the kjng 
was determined to bcfiege. Had he pafled by tlii3 
Fortrefs, which was ftrongly fortified, and well pro- 
vided for a vigorous defence, he might have ad- 
vanced to the gates of Vienna, and reduced the 
Emperor to the neceffity of fuing for peace on his 
own terms ; but, it (eems, he was unwilling to de- 
viate lb far from the common maxims of war as to 
leave a fortified place in his rear ; and therefore he 
deterthined to make himfelf matter of it before he 

» 

fliould proceed. For this purpofe'it was imtue- 
(diately'irtvefted, orders were ifiTued to hafteh up 
the heavy artillery, and mvcchal Keith was ap- 

Y 2 pointed 
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An. 1758. pointed to fupcrintcnd and dircft the operatiom of 

the fiege. 
Count Mc^n while the Auftrian commander, count 

lowThim' I5*^n, being informed of his Pruflian majefty'a 
with the motions and defign, quitted his camp at Leuto- 
Anftrian ^jyflci in Bohemia, and entered Moravia by the 
way of Billa. Being ftill too weak to encounter 
the Pruflians in the field, he extended his troops in 
the neighbourhood of the king's army, between 
Gewitz and Littau, in a mountainous fituation, 
where he ran little or no rifque of being attacked. 
Here he remained for fome time in quiet, with the 
fertile country of Bohemia in his rear^ from whence 
he drew plentiful fupplies, and received daily rein- 
forcements. His fcheme was to relieve the be- 
fieged occafionally, to harrafs the befiegers, and , 
to intercept their convoys from Silelia ; and this 
fcheme fucceeded to his wifh. Olmutz is fo exten- 
five in its works, and fo peculiarly fituated on the 
river Morava, that it could not be completely in- 
vefted without weakening the pofts of the befieging 
army, by extending them to a prodigious circuit ; 
fo that, in fome parts, they were cafily forced by 
detachments in the night, who fell upon them fud- 
denly, arid feldom failed to introduce into the 
place fupplies of men, provifion, and ammunition. 
The forage in the neighbourhood of die city having 
been previoufly deftroyed, the Pruflian horfc were 
obliged to make excurfions at a great diftance, con* 
fcquently expofed to fatigje and liable to furprife ; 
and, in a word, the Prumans were not very expert 
in the art of town-taking. 

Count Daun knew how to take advantage of thefe 

circumftances, without hazarding a battle, to which 

+ the 


6 E O R G E ir. 341 

th€ king provoked him in vain. While the garri- An. 175^ 
fon made repeated fallies to retard the operations rp^^^ 
of the befieged, the Auftnan general harrafled of Proffia 
their foraging parties, fell upon different quarters ^'Jijp^?^^ 
of their army in the night, and kept them in con- fiegeof 
tinual alarm. Ncverthelefs, the king finiftied his Olmatz* 
firitparalleU and proceeded with fuch vigour as 
feemed to pnomife a fpeedy redudion of the place^ 
when his defign was intirdy fruftrated by one un- 
toward incident. Marechsd Daun, having received 
intelligence that a large convoy had fet out from Si* 
lefia for the PrujSan camp, refolved to feize this op- 
portunity of compelling the king to delift from his 
cnterprize. He fent general Jahnus with a ftrong 
body of troops towards Bahrn, and another detach- 
ment to Stadtoliebe, with inftruftions to atuck 
the convoy • on different fides ; while he himfelf 
advanced towards the befiegers, as if he intended 
to give them battle. The king oif.Pruffia, far 
from being deceived by this feint^ began from the 
motion of the Auftrian general to fufpeft his real • 
fcheme, and immediately difpatchcd general Zie- 
then with a ftrong reinforcement to proted the 
convoy, which was efcorted by eight battalions, and 
about four thoufand men who had been fick and 
I were juft recovered. Before this officer joined them, 
the convoy had been attacked on the twenty-eighth 
day of June ; but the affailants were repulfed with 
confiderable lofs. Mareciial Daun, however, took 
care that they fhould \^ immediately reinforced ; 
and next day the attdCk was renewed with much 
greater effed:. Four hundred waggons, guarded 
by four battalions, aiid about one thoufand troopers, 
^had juft pafled the defiles of Domftadt, when the 

y 3 Au- 
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An. 175.8. Auftrians charged them furioufly on every iidc: 
the communication between the head and the reft 
of the convoy .wis, cut. off i and general Zietherj, 
after haying exerte^ ajl Jus efforts for its prefcrva- 
tion, being . obliged to abandon the waggons, 
retired to Troppau. Thus the ¥4iole convoy fell 
into the hands of the enemy, who took above fix 
hundred prifoners, together with general JPutkam- 
mer^ and the king of Prgflia was obhged to rclin- , 
,qyiih his enterprize. . 

Her^res f^jg ^^s a mortifying neceflity to a .prince of 
hcmia. his higl^ fpirit, at a time \yhei\ he faw hjmfelf on 
the eve of reducing the place, notwithftanding 
the gallant defence which had beca made .by ge- 
neral TMarihal the governor. Nothing now re- 
mained but to raife th^ fiegc, and retire without 
lofs in the face of. a vigilant enemy, prepared tp 
feizc every opportunity, of advantage,: ^tafkwhic^i 
how hard focver it may appear, he performed with 
equal dexterity and fuccefs. Inftead of retiring 
into Silefia, he refolved to avert the., war from his 
own dominions, and take the route qf Bohemia, 
the frontiers. of ^hich were left uncovered by 
marechal Daun's laft motion, when he advanced hi^ 
quarters to Pofnitz, In. order to fuccour Olmutz 
the more effeaually. After the kU^g had tak?P 
his meafures, hp carefully CQncealed his defig^i 
from the enemy, and, notwithftanding the iflf$ of 
, his convoy, profecuted the operations, of the ficgp 
with redoubled vigour, till the firft day of July, 
when he .decamped in the night, and began hi^ 
march to Bohemia. He himfelf with one divifion 

i took the road of Konitz.; and marechal Keith 

I having brought away all the artilJery, excitpt fqi?r 

mor- 
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TOortars, and one difebled cannon, purftied his ^^* ^7S^* 
march by the way of Lrttau to Maglitz and Tr ibau. 
Although h« Prurtian rriajefty had gained an en- 
tire march upon the Aitftrians, their K^rt troops, 
•commanded by the generals Buccow and Lau- 
dohn, did not fail to attend and harrafs his army 
in th^eiT retreat ; Imt th^ii" endeavours' were in a 
great meafure fhiftrated by the conduft and cir- 
• cuihfpeftion of the Prtiflian commanders. Aftcir 
the rear of the army had'p^fed the defiles of Kre- 
nau, gerteral Lafcf,* wh6wa5 pofted at Gibau with 
, -A large body of Av&niri 'tmops, occupied the vil- 
■lage of Krehiu with a detachment of grenadiers, 
V ^ho Ivere foondWodged i and the Pruflians purAitd 
-their march by Zwittau to Leutomyflel, where 
ijth^y feitsed a magazine of meal and forag^. In thie 
mean time, general -de Retzow, who ccndufted 
iSite provifions and artilltry, found the hiHs of Hol- 
•Ktt poffefl&d by the erlemy, who cannonaded him 
<ak he advahced-, but marcchal Keith coming' up, 
t>rdered them to be attacked in the rear, and they 
fled into a wood with precipitation, with the lofs 
Df fix officers and three hundred men, who were 
tak^n ptifoners. While the rtiarechal was^thus em- 
ployed, the king proceed^ from Leutomyflel to 
Koninfgratz, where genet-al Buccow, who had 
g;ot the ftkrt of him, was pofted *with feven'thou- 
fend men behind the Elbe, and in the intrcnch- 
. ments which they had thrown up all round the city. 
The Pruflian troops at they Arrived pafled over the 
little river Adler, and asthe enerriy had broken 
down the bridges over the Elbe, the king ordered 
them to be repaired with all expedirion, being de- 
termmed to attack the Auftrian intVcnchments : 
. • Y 4 but 
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An. i7j8. but general Buccow did not wait for his approa^b* 
He abandoned his intrcnchments, and f etire4 with, 
his troops to Clumetz; (o that the king toiok pof* 
fefTion of the molt important po^ of Koninrgratz 
without farther oppofition. . An Auftrian corps 
having taken poll be: ween, him and Hollitz, in 
order to cJjftruft the nurch of the ardilery, he 
advanced agaiiift thcQi * in perfon, and having 
driven them from ^he place, all his cannon, mili- 
tary lucres, provifion, with fitietn* hundred fick 
and wounded men arrived in fafety ai Koninf- 
gratz^ where the whole arniy encamped. His in- 
tention was to transfer the feat of war from Mora- 
via to Bohemia, where he (hould be able to main- 
tain a more eafy communication with his own do- 
piinions : but a more powerful motive foon obliged 
him to change his refolution. 

After the Ruffian troops under Apraxin had re- 
treated from Poraerania in the cpurfe of the pre- 
ceding year, and the charing fecmcd ready C9 
change her fyftem, the cqurts of Vienna and Ver* 
failes had, by dint of fubfidies, promifes,- prcfents, 
^nd. intrigues, attached her in all appearance mor^ 
firmly than ever tft the confederacy, and even in^ 
duced her to augment the number of troops de(^ 
tincd (o. a6t againft the Pruffian monarch. Sh? 
not qnly frgn^d her acceflion in form to the quar 
druple allrpmce with, the emprefe queen ^nd th^, 
king^ of France and Swed^r^ 5 but, in order to ma- 
nifcfl: her zeal for thecqmmon caufe, Ihe difgraced 
her chaniDellor coynt Befluchef,, who was fyppofed[ 
averfe to the war ; flie divided her troops intq 
fcparate bodies, under the command of the gencn 
rftl? f^^^^^ *R^ 2^9wn, ai^d ordered them to PVt 
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their troops in mecioh in the middle of winter. 'A"*ir<t« 
Fermer accordingly began his march in the be- 
ginning of January, and on- the twenty- fecond his 
li^ht troops took pofleffion of Koning(btrg, the 
capital of Pr^iflia, without oppofition ; for the 
king's forces had quitted that country, in order lo 
profecute the war in the weftern parts of Pomcr^- 
nia. They did not however maintain themftives 
in this part of the country ; but, after having ra- 
vaged jfome diftrifts, returned to the main body, 
which halted on the Viftula, to the no fmail dif- 
turbance of th^ city of Dantzick, where the refi- 
* dent of the ^?;arina adually demanded that the 
m^iftrates ihoqM receive a Ruffian garrifon: a 
demand which they not only peremptorily refufcd, 
but ordered all the citizens to arms, and took every 
other method to provide for their defence. At 
length, after fome negotiation with generd Fer- 
fner, the affair was comprorilifed ; he, defifted from 
the demand, and part of his troops paffed the Viftula, 
feemingly to invade Pomerania, in the eaftern part 
of which count Dohna had affembled an army of 
Pruflians to oppofe they* progrefs. But after they 
had pillaged the open country, they rejoined their 
main body ; and general Fermer, turning to the 
Jeft, advanced towards Sil^Sa, in order to co-opct- ^ 
rate with the other {iuflian ^rhiy commanded by 
Brown, who had taken his route through Poland^ 
#nd already pafied the Poina. By ch^ firft of July, 
both bodies had reached the frontiers of Silefia, 
and fome, of their cofTacks, penetrating into that 
province, had committed dreadful ravages, and 
pverwhelmed the inhabitants with confternation. . 
(^Qunt Pohn^ witl> th^ PrySi^ ^my i^pder hi$ 

com* 
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-•^-»f5^' jcdmmand, had attended tlieJr tliottons, and eviii 
paifed the Oder tt Fraftkfort, as if %c had iiitendcd 
to give them battle : biit he w«s too much infe- 
rior ifl number to hazard ftich-a itep, 'i^idi fae- 
oamc an objeft of his fovcreigri's cfwn pcrlbnal at- 
'fention. Marechai Daiiri* had followed the king 
into Bohemia, and on the twenty-fecond'day of 
July, ' encamped on the hilk of Libifchau, a fitu- 
alion almoft inaceffible, where he refoived to re- 
iniin and watch the motions of the Pfuffian mo- 
nareh, until fome opportunity (hould offer of act- 
ing to advantage. Nature feems to have exprefsly 
formed this commander with talents to penetrate 
the defigns, embarrafs the genius, and check the 
impetuofity of the Pruffian monarch. He was 
' juftly compared to Fabius Maximus, diftinguifhed 
by the epithet of Cunftator. He poflefled all the 
vigilance, caution, 'and fagacity of that celebrated 
'Roman. Like him, "he hovered on the (kirts of 
the enemy, harrafling their parties, accuftoming 
the foldiers to ftrift difcipHne, hard fcrvice, and 
the face of a formidable foe, and watching for op- 
portunities, which he knew how to feize with equal 
courage and celerity, 
^c king Xhe king of Pruffia, being induced by a con- 
to the currence of motives to ftop the progrefs of the 
Oder. Ruffians in Silefia, made his difpofitions for re- 
creating from Bohemia, and on the twenty-fifth 
day of July quitted the ca:mp of Koningfgratz. He 
was attended in his march by three thdufand Au^- 
ftrian light troops, wh6 did not fail to incommode 
his rear: but notwithftanding thefe impediments, 
he paffcd the Mittau, proceeded oil his route, and 
bn the ninth day of Auguft arrived*at Landftiur: * 

From 
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jFrom thence he haftencd with a dctachmc^nt to ^mk" 
w^rds Fwkfort W the Oder, andJ9mc4 .the ar- 
my commanded by li^utcoantrgenerM Dohna at 
Gorgas.' Then th^ whole army pafled the Oder 
by a bridge thrown over, it atGatavife, and having 
refted one day, advajiiscKl tg Dertmitzel^ where 
lie encamped. TheJRulTians, under genenal Fcr- 
mer, were polled on the other fide of tfi^e Jittle rivcf 
Mitzel, their right extended to the vUiag^ of Zwicr 
ker and their lefrtQ Quiertchcm. ; .. c ' 

The king being deterniined' to hazard a battle, Andde- 

' ' ' TeAts the 

paJTed the Mitzel on the twenty fifth ip thecnQrnr Ruffians 
•ing, and turning the left flank of the; enemy* dfew at Zom- 
up his army in order of battle in the plain between ^^^^' 
the little river and thie town of ZoriidQrf - The 
TRuffians, by wMom* he was outnumbered, did not 
decline the difpute -, biit as the ground di4 not per- 
tnit them to extend themfelves, they appeared in 
four lilies, forming a front on every fide, defended 
by cannon and cheyaux de frife, their right flank 
covered by the village of ^wicker. After a warm 
cannonade, thePruflTian infantry were ordered to at*- 
tack the village, and a body of gr<niuliers ad- 
vanced to the affault ; bur this brigade unexpeded*- 
ly. giving way, occaGoneda considerable opening ia 
the li ne, and left the whole left flank of the ipfaiir 
try uncovered. Before the enemy could take 
advantage of this incident, the interval was filled 
up by the cavalry under the command of general 
Seydlitz ; and the king> with his ijfual prefence qf 
mind> fubftituted another choice body of troop^, 
to carry on the attack. , This began about noon, 
and continued for fome time, during which both 
fides fought with ecjual courage and perfcverancc •: 
2 at 
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AHiiTSt. at length, general Seydlitz, having routed the 
Rufiian cavalry, fell upon the flank of the infantry 
with fuch fury, which being ^Ifo dreadfully annoyed 
by the Prtiffian artillery, they'abandorted the vil- 
lage, together with their military cheft, and great 
pait of their baggage. Notwithftknding this lofs, 
which had greatly difordered their right wing, they 
continued to Hand their ground j and terrible ha- 
Vock was made among them, not only with the 
fword and bayonet, but alfo by the cannon, which 
was loaded with grape-lhot, and being excellently 
fcrved, did great execution. Towards evening 
the confufion among them increafed to fuch a de- 
gree, that in all probability they would have been 
intirely routed, had they not been favoured by the 
approaiching darknefs, as well as by a particular 
operation, which was very gallantly performed. One 
of the Rufllan generals perceiving the fortune of 
the day turned againft them,' rallied a feleft body 
of troops, and made a vigorous impreflion on the 
right wing of the Pruflians. This effort diverted 
their attention To ftrongly to that quarter, that the 
. right of the Ruffians enjoyed a refpite, during which 
they retired in tolerable order,, and occupied anew 
poft in the right, where the reft of their forces were 
the more eafilyaflembled. In this battle they are faid 
to have loft above fifteen thoufand nien, thirty- fcven 
colours, five ftandards, twelve mortars, the greater 
part of their baggage, and above one hundred 
pieces of cannon. Among the prifoners that felt 
into the hands of the viftor, there were feverjj 
general officers, and agiood number loft their lives 
on the field o^ battle. The viftory cofl the king 
above two thoufand men, including fome officers 
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^diftb&ioQ, ptK'ticularly .tm> aids'ila-camp9 whor Aa. i7f9». 
attended his.ownpcrion, njhich he. expofcd with- 
out icruple to all the perils of the day. It would 
have redounded .ftill more to his gbry, had he put 
a ftop to the carnage ; for after all refiftance waa 
at an end, the wretched Ruffians were hewn down 
without mercy. It muft be owned, indeed, that 
the Pruflian foldiers were in a peculiar manner ex* 
afperated againft this enemy, becaufe they had laid 
waftc the country, burned the villages, ruined the 
peafants, and committed many horrid afts of bar- 
barity, which the pradice of war could not au- 
thorize*. The Pruffian army paffed the night 

under 


* A detail of the cruelties . 
comnaitted by thofe barba- 
nsins cannot be read without 
horror. They not only burn- 
ed a great number of villages, 
but they raviihed, rifled, mur- 
dered, and mutilated the in- 
habit^ints, without diAindion 
of age or fex, without any 
other provocation or incite- 
ment than brutal luit and 
wantonnefs of barbarity. They 
even, violated the fepulchres 
of the dead, which have been 
held facred among the moft 
favage nations* At Camin 
iMid Breckholtz they forced 
open the graves and fepulchral 
vaults, and ftripped the bo- 
^esr of the generals Schla- 
berndorf and Ruitz, which 
bad been there depofiteo. But 
the coUe^ed force of their 
vengeance was difcharged a- 
Ksonil Ciiftria, the capital of 


the New Marche of Branden- 
burg, fituated at the conflux 
of the Warta and the Oder^ 
about fifteen fingliOi miles 
from Franckfort. The parti- 
culars of the difafler that be- 
fell this city, are pathetically 
related in the following ex- 
trads from a letter written by 
an inhabitant and eye-wi^r 
nefs. 

" On the thirteenth of Au- 
guft, about three o'clock in 
the afternoon^ a fudden re^ 
port was fpread, that a body 
of Ruflian huflTars and cof- 
facks appeared in flght of the 
little fuburb. All the pepple 
were immediately in motion, 
and the whole city was fllled 
with terror, efpecially as we 
were certainly informed that 
the whole Ruflian army was 
advancing from Meferick and 
Konigfwaldai by the way of 

• Landf- 
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An. 17^8. under amiS) and next itiorning the caiHR>mdc wa^ 

renewed agalnft the enemy, who jieverthclds m^n-' 

« • * tained' 


.ri-4. 


.^1^ 


Landiberg. ^rdnforcemcnt 
was ,imio«diaftely fenr to our 

viquet'guard in the fuburb, 
amounting, by this junftion, 
to three hurtdfed men, \^ho 
wert (bofi attacked by the 
•nemy» and the ikinniih laft- . 
cd from four till feven o'clock 
in the evening. During this 
difpute, we could plainly per- 
ceive, from our ramparts and 
churchr fteeple, feveral perfons 
of 'didindlion, mounted on 
Engliih horfes, reconnoitring 
our fortification through pro- 
H)edlive glafles. They retired, 
however, when our cannon 
began to fire : then our piquet 
took poffeflioo of their former 
poft in the iuburb ; and the 
reinforcement we had fent 
from the city returned, after 
having broke down the bridge 
over the Oder. Next day 
count Dohna,'who command- 
cd the army rlear Frankfort, 
fent in a reinforcement of four 
battalions, ten fquadrons, and 
a fmall body of huflars, un- 
der the command of lieute- 
nant - general Scherlemmer. 
The huflars and a body of 
dragoons were added to the 
piquet of the little fuburb : 
the four battalions pitched 
their tents on the Anger, ^be- 
tween the fuburb and the for- 
tification ; and the reft of the 
dragoons reii'.ained i» the 


field, to cover the long fab- • 
orb. General Schedemiisef^* 
attended by our governor, cb-' 
lonel Schuck, went with ^ 
fmall party to obferve the 
en^my; but were obliged t& 
jretire> and were purfued bf 
the coiTacks to the walls of the 
city. Between four and five 
o'clock next morning the poof 
inhabitants were roufed from 
their fleep by the noife of the 
cannon, intermingled with the 
difmal fhrieks and hideous 
yellings of the coffacks be- 
longing to the Ruflian army. 
Alarmed at' this horrid noife, 
I afcended the church -fteeple, 
from whence I beheld the 
whole plain; extending from 
the little fuburb to the foreft, 
Covered with the enemy*s 
troops, and our light horie, 
fupported by the infantry, en- 
gaged in different places with 
their irregulars. At eight I 
defcried a body" of the 'ene- 
my's infantry, whofe van con- 
fifted of fo«r or five thoufand 
men, advancing towards the 
vineyard, in the neighbour- 
hood of which they had ra&ed 
occafional batteries in the pre- 
ceding evening: from thefe 
they#oW played on our pi- 
quet-guard and hufTars, w]lo 
were obliged to retire. Then 
they fired, en ricocbet, on the 
tents a«d baggage of thefout 
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cain^d that pofition, -frithout flinching. On tim /bt:vj^ 
twenty^ feveheh, th^y feemed determined to hazard 

anochet^ 
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battalions encamped on the 
Anger, who were aliTo com- 
pelleH to retreat. Having^ 
thus cleared the environs,' 
they threw into the city fuch 
a number of bombs, and red- 
hot bullets, that by nine in 
the morning it was fet on fire 
in three different places ; and' 
the ftreets, being narrow, 
burned with fuch fury, that- 
all our endeavours to extin- 
guifh it proved inefFe^hial. 
At this time the whole atmo- 
fphere appeared like a ihower 
of fiery rain and hail; and the 
iniferable inhabitants thought 
of nqthing but faving their 
lives by running into the open* 
fields. The whole place was 
filled with terror and confter- 
nation, and refounded with 
the flirieks of women and 
children, who ran about in* 
theirtmoft diftraftion, expofed 
t6 the Ihot and- the bomb- 
ihtlls, which, burfting,* tore 
in pieces every thing that 
flood in their way.' As I leid 
iTiy wif^\ with a young child* 
in her' army," and drove th© 
rift of my children and ier^ 
vants half liaked befbre me, 
thafe imirumcnts of* death 
and devaftation fell about os* 
like hail; hut, by the mercy 
of God, we all efcaped un- 
h»rt<, fif othing could be more 
melancholy and affecting than 


a (ight of the wretched people, 
flying in crouds, and leaving 
their all behind, while th.ey 
rent the ikywith theif linicrt-^ 
t&tions. Many wonaen of dif^' 
tindion I faw without flioea 
and itockings, and almofi* 
without cloafthfe, who*had been' 
roufed from their beds, atitf 
riin out naked into the flree^.' 
When my family had redched^ 
the open plain, I eii^eavoured' 
to return, and fkve fbme of 
my«ffefts; but I could not 
force my i5^ay through a mul- 
titude of peoplr, thronging 
out at the gate, Ibrte fick an<f 
bed-ridden perlbn-s beings caf-* 
ried on horiebacle and in car^ 
riages, and- others conveyed 
on the backs of ' their ftiet»ds; 
through a moft dreadful ftfch^ 
of horror and defolation. A 
great nurtiber of families from 
the open country, and de^ 
fencelefs towns in Pr^fita ahd 
Pomerania, had come bithei* 
fbr fhelter with' their moft va^ 
lllable eflfea*; when the ftuP 
fians fiVll cnte^efd the khijf s 
territories. Thefe, as welt as' 
the inhabitants, aVe al^ ruiiv- 
ed; and many who. a ie^ 
days ago pofifeficd confiderabk? 
wealth, are' itow redticed to? 
the utmoft' intiigence. The 
neighbouring towns and vil- 
lages were foon crouded with 
the people of Cuftrin : the 

roads 
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4»- 175^. an'othcf aftion, and even attack the conquerors * 
inftead of advancing, how^ever, they took the route 
of Landiberg ; but afterwards turned off towards 
Vietzel, and pofted them&lves between the river 
Waru and that village. 
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roads were filled with objeds 
of lAifery : nothing was feen 
but nakednefs and defpair; 
nothing heard but the cries 
of hunger, fear» and diftrac- 
tion. For my own part, I 
ftayed one night at Goltz, 
and then proceeded for Berlin* 
Cuftrin is now a heap of ruins. 
The great magazine^ the go- 
vernor's houfe, the churchy' 
the palace, the ftore and ar- 
tillery houfes, in a word, the 
•Id and new towns, the fub- 
Drbs, and all the bridges, were 
reduced to aflies: nay, after 
the arches were deftroyed, the 
piles and fterlings were burn* 
cd to the water's edge. The 
writings of all the colleges, 
together with the archives of 
the country, were totally con- 
fumed, together with a pro- 
digious magazine of corn and 
flour, valued at fome millions 
of crowns. The cannon in 
the adenal were all melted; 
and the loaded bombs and 
cartridges, with a large quan-^ 
tity of gunpowder, went off 
at once with a moft horrible 
exploiion. A great number 
of the inhabitants are mifliag. 


fuppofed to have periihed in 
the flames, or under the ruins 
of the houfes, or to have been 
fufFocated in fubterraneous 
vaults and caverns, to which 
they had fled for fafety.** 

Nothing could be more m* 
human, or contrary to the 
practice of a generous enemy, 
ihan fuch vengeance wreaked 
upon the innocent inhabi- 
tants ; for the Ruflians did 
not begin to batter the forti- 
fications until all the reft of 
the place was deftroyed. In 
the courfe of this campaign, 
the Ruflian coflacks are faid 
to have plundered and burn- 
ed fourteen large towns and 
two hundred villages,and wan^ 
tonly butchered above two 
thoufand defencelefs women 
and children. Such monfteri 
of barbarity ought to be ex- 
cluded from all the privileges 
of human nature, and hunted 
down as wild beafts, without 
pity or ceflation. What in^ 
famy ought thofe powers to 
incur, who employ and en- 
courage filch ruthlefs barba- 
rians! 
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imtxicdiately after the battle, general Fermer*, An. 17^8* 
who had received a flight wound in the aftion, fent Meffages 
a trumpet with a letter- to lieutenant-gene~ral Doh- that paff- 
na, defiring a fufpehfion of arms for two or three ^^ ^^' , 
days, to Bury the dead, and take care of the Ruffian 
wounded; and prefenting to his Pruffian majefty andPruf^ 
the Jiumble requeft of general Browne, who was ^^^1" S^"^" 
much weakened with the lofs of blood, that he ^* ' 
might have a paffport, by virtue of which he could 
be removed to a place where he Ihould find fuch 
accommodation as his fituation required. In an- 
fwcr to this meflage, count Dohna gave the Ruf- 
fian general to underftand, that as his Pruffian ma-, 
jefty remained mafter of the field, he would give 

the neceflary orders for interring the dead, and 
taking care of the wounded on both fides : he re- 
fuftd a fufpenfion of arms, but granted the requeft 
of general Browne ; and concluded his letter, by 
^mplaining of the outrages which the Ruffian 
troops ftill continued to commit in pillaging and 
burning the king's villages. 

. The. king of Pruffia h^d no fooner repulfed the Situation 
. enemy in one quarter than his prefence was re- ^ a^ -^ 
quired in another-- When he quitted Bohemia, inSaxo- 
marechar Daun, at the head of the Auftrian army, ny. 
and the prince de Deux-ponts, who commanded 
the forces of the empire, advanced to the Elbe, in 
order to furround the king's brother prince Henry, 
- who, without immediate fuccour, would not have 
been abletopreferve his footing in Saxony. ThePruf- 
fian monarch therefore determined to^ fuppprt him 
with all poffible expedition. In a few days after the 

• General Fermer is of i Browne is aftually a native of 
Seottiih e;^tra£i, and general North Britain. 
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A9. 1758. battle, he began his nuurh from Cuftrin with a re- 
inforcement of twenty-four battalions imd g^cat 
part of his cavalry ; and purfued his route with 
fuch unwearied diligence, that bjr thfi fifth day oi 
• September he reached Torgau, and pn the ekventh. 
jcMned his brother. Marechal Daun bad pofted 
hinsfelf at Stolpen to the eaftward of th^ £lbe^ in 
order to preierve an eafy communicatioa with the 
army of the empire, encamped in the neighbourhood 
of KonigfteiA} to favour the operations of gieiieral 
Laudohn, who had advanced through the Ijofatr 
Luiatia to the frontiers of Brandenhurgh ; to make 
a diverfioA from the fouther^ parts of Silefia, whece 
a body of Auftrian troops a&ed under the com- 
mand of the generals Harracke and De Vitte ; and 
to interrupt the communication between prince 
Henry and the capital of Saxon]{. Oh the fifth 
day of September, the garrifon in the ftfong for- 
trefs of Konigftein furrendered thenalelves pri# 
foncrs of war, after a very feeble reflftance, to/ the 
prince of Deux- ponts, who forthwith took pofief- 
fion of the ftrong camp at Pirna. When the king 
of Pruflia therefore arrived at Drefdcn, he found 
the army of the empire in this pofition, ahd mare- 
chal Daun in a flill flronger fituation at Stolpen, 
with bridges of communication thrown over the 
Elbe ; fo that he couki not attack them with any 
profpeft of advantage. 
The king He had no other rcfolution to take but that of 
of Pruflia endeavouring to cut them ofFfromfuppHesof pro- 
to Hoch- vifion ; and with this view, he marched to Baut- 
kirchen, zen, which he occupied. This motion obliged 
the Auftrian general to quit his camp at Stolpen ; 
but he chofe another of equal firength at Libau ; 

I yet 
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yet he afterwards advanced to RittKtz, that fae An*i75«.' 
might be at hand to fcize the firft favourable oc- 
cafion of e:tcecuting the refolution he Irad ^:>rmed 
to attack the Pruffi^ns. The king, having de- 
tached general Retzow oh his left to take pofleffi<m 
ofWeiffehberg) marched forwards with the body 
of his armf , and polled himfelf in the neighbour^ 
hood of Hochkirchetr, after having diHodged tbe 
Auftrians from that village. Matters were noiir 
brou^jt: to fuch a delicate crifis, that a battle 
ftenoed inevitable, and equally defired by both 
parties, as an event that wouW determine whethtr 
the Aulftrians fhould be obliged to retreat fbr 
winter-quarters into Bohemia, or b^ enabled to 
fnain tain their ground in Saxony. 

In this fituation marechal Da»n rcfolved to aft ivlierehe 
offcnfivcly, and formed a fclieme fot attacking ".j!"^' , 
the right flank of the Pruffians by fnrprife. This defeated, 
•meafure was fuggefted to him by ftn ofverfight bf 
the Pruffians, who had neglefted to otcupy the 
heights that commanded the village of Hochkiir- , 
chen, which was only guarded by a few free com- 
panies. He determined to take the advantage of a 
very dark night, and to employ the flower of Ms 
whole army on this iniportant fervice, wefl know- 
> ing thaft ftiould they penetrate through the flank 
of the enemy, the whole Pruff an army would be 
difcoftcerted, and in all probability intirely ruined. • 
Havihg taken his mcafurcs with wonderful fccrecy 
and circunifpcftion, the troops began to move in 
the night between the thirteenth and fourteenth of 
Oftober, favoured by a thick fog, which greatly 
increafed the darknefs of the night. . Their firft 
care was to take poflcflion of t^e hiU that com- 
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An. 1758. manded Hochkirchcn, from whence they 'poufcil 
down lipon the village, of which they took poflef- 
£on, after having cut in pieces the free companies 
there pofted. The aftion began in this ^uartier 
about four in the morning, and continued ieveral 
hours with great fury ; fcr notwithilanding the 
. impetuous efforts of the Auftrian troops, and the 
confufion occafioned among the Prufljans by the 
furprize, a vigorous ftand was made by fome gene- 
ral officers, who, with admirable expedition and 
prefence of mind, aflembled and arranged the 
troops as they could take to their arms, and led 
them up to the attack, without diftindion of regi- 
ment, place, or precedence. While the aAibn 
was obftinatcly and defperately maintained in this 
place, amidft all the horrors of darknefs, carnage, 
and confufion, the king being alarmed, exerted 
all hisperfonal aftivity, addrefs, and recolle&ion, in 
^ drawing regularity from diforder, arranging the 
different corps, altering pofition*, reinforcing 
weak polls, encouraging the foldiery, and oppofing 
. the efforts of the enemy ; for although they made 
their chief impreffion upon the right bythe village 
of Hochkirchen, marechal Daun, in order to divide 
the attention of the kjng, made another attack 
upon the left, which was with di^iculty fuftained, 
. and cffcftually prevented him from fending rein- 
forcements to the right, where marechal Keith, un- 
der the greateft difadvantages, bore the brunt of 
the' enemy's chief endeavours. Thus the battle 
raged till nine in the morning, ^when this gallant 
oiEcer was ftiot through the heart. Prince Francis 
of Brunfwic had mef with the fame fate : prince 
. Maurice of Anhalt was wounded and taken pri- 

foner; 
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Toner; and many others were either flain or difk- An, 1 7513, 
. bled. As the right wing had been furprifed, the 
tents continued (landing, and greatly embarraffed 
them in their defence. The foldiers had never 
been properly drawn up in order : the enemy ftill / 

pcrfevered in their attack with fucceffive rein- 
forcements and redoubled refolution ; and a confi- 
derable flaughter was made by their artillery, 
which they had brought up to the heights of 
Hochkirchcn. All thefe circumftances concurring, 
could not fail to increafe the confulion and difaftcr 
of the Pryflians ; fo that about ten the king was 
obliged to retire to Dobrefchutz, with the lofs of < 
feven thoufand men, of all his tents, and part of 
his baggage : nor had the Auftrian general much 
caufe to bbaft of his viftory. His lofs of men 
was pretty near >equal to that of the Pruffian mo- 
narch; and, whatever reputation he might have 
acquired in foiling that enterprifing prince, cer- 
tainly his defign did not take efFeft in its full ex- ^ 
tent, for the Pruffians were next day. in a condition 
to hazard another engagement. The king of 
Pruflia had fuftained no damage which he could 
not eafily repair, except the death of marechal 
Keith, which was doubtlefs an irreparable misfor- 


tune * 


He 


* As very little notice was tent, naked and half aflepp, 
taken, in the detail publiflied wt think it the duty of a can- 
by authority, of any part did hiftorian to vindicate his 
which this great man a6led in memory and reputation from 
the battle of Hochkirchen, the foul afperfion thrown by 
and a report was induilpioufly the perfidious and illiberal 
circulated in this kingdom, hand* of envious malice, or 
that he was furprized in hi§ elfe contrived to fcreen fome 
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An. i79^« He remaned with his army ten dkjs at TkbfPtt- 

He retires chutz, during which he en^avouitd to bring the 

to Dobre- a .^ 

fchutz, ^^* 


other chara&er fnfm the im- 
putation of mifcondu A. This 
taik yfc are enabled to^er* 
fbrixi by a gentleman of can- 
dour and imdoubted credit, 
vho learned the following 
particulars at Berlin from a 
periba that was eye-witnels of 
the whole tranfaftion. Field- 
snarcchal Keith, who arrived 
in the camp the very day that 
preceded the battle* dilap- 
proved of the fituation of the 
Pruflian army, and remon- 
ftrated to the king oa that 
lubjed. In confequence of 
his advLce, a certain general 
was fent with a detachment 
to take poCTelfion of the 
heights that commanded the 
village of Hochkirchen; but 
by fome fatality he mifcar- 
ried. Mareohal Keith was 
not in any tent; but bdged 
with prince Francis of Brunf- 
wic» in a houfe belonging to 
a Saxon major. When the 
firfl alarm was given in the 
night, he inftantly mounted 
bis horie» ailenibled a body 
of the neareft troops, and 
marched direftly to the place 
that was attacked. TheAuf- 
trians had taken poflcflion of 
the hill which the Pruflian 
officer was fcnt to occupy, 
and this they fortified with 
cannon : then ihey made 
thenafelvcs matters of the vil- 


lage in which the fiee com- 
panies of Angeneffi had been 
polled. Marecfaal Keith im- 
mediately conceived the de« 
flgn of the Aafhian general, 
and, knowing the importance 
of this placet thither dtrefted 
all his efforts. He in perlbn 
led on the troops to the at- 
tack of the village, from 
whence he dnMre the enemy; 
but being overpoweiied by 
numbers continually pouring 
down from the hills, he was 
obHged to retire in hb turn. 
He rallied his men, returned 
to the charge, and regained 
pofTeflion of the place : being 
again repulfed by fi'eih rein- 
forcements of the e9emy» he 
made another effort^ entered 
the village a third time, and« 
finding it untenable, ordered 
it to be fet on fire. Thus he 
kept the Aofiria^^ i^ bay, 
and maintained a .de^erate 
conflidl againft the flower of 
the Auflrian army, from four 
in the morning till nine, when 
the Pruffian^ were formed) and 
began to file off in their re- 
treat. During the wholt^l^ 
pute he rallied the trpops in 
perfon, charged at their head,' 
and expofed his life in the 
hotteft of a dreadful fire, like 
a private captain of grena- 
diers. He found it neceffary 
to exert himfelf In tins man-* 
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AnfiriaftS td a fecotid engsrgeftnerit ; but count Aa. 175S. 

Daiirt cfetfinad the invitation, aftd ke^t his forces and from 

advan- thence to 

■r , • •, ■ ,^ •• ■ - . Siiefia. 


n&Ti th<^ h€tM fo r^iii6ve ffie 
bad cffFedls of fhe cotoffifcn 
that prevailed} and m order 
fo infpirit tTie troops to their 
atmdflf ejeertidn ^y Ris voice, 
pYefencej anrf examf»te. Even 
when dangerouidy wouaded, 
at eight .in the morning, he 
refiiftd to quit' the fidd ; bat 
'COfitihuedtd figii^izfi himfelf 
In the iftidft of the carnage 
until nine, when he reqcived 
A fedond fhot' in Jiis breaft, 
'iind ^\i ffkcchkfs into the 
^tmi of Mr. Tibay, an Eng- 
lilh volunteer, who had at- 
tended him during t*he whole 
campaign. This gentleman, 
who was iikewife wounded, 
applied to a Pruflian officer 
for a file of men to remove 
the marecbal, being uncertain 
•whether he Wa» intirely 6^ 
prived of life. His rcqueft 
was granted ; but the foldiers, 
in advancing to tlie fpof , Werd 
^oUnterrftanded by a.n6tti¥r 6f- 
ficei*. * He afterwards fpoke 
on the fame fubjed to one of 
the l^rudian generals, a Ger 
man prince, as he chanced to 
pafs on horfeback : when Mr. 
Tibay told him the field- 
marechal was lying wounded 
on the field, he aiked if his 
wounds were mortal ; atid the 
other anfwering he was afraid 
they Were, the prince (hrugged 
up hk ibouidersy and rode off 


T^itbfl/*l fiiuYitr qoeftldri; Tfi^^ 
bodj^ of tHFs great offectr^ be- 
ing ttms ihamefully abandon- 
ed, wsis foon ftripped by itit 
Auftrian ftrag'feltri, and lay 
e3tpofed! and ondiftinguifhed 
on the field* of battle, in this 
fituation it was perceived by 
count Idfci, A>h' of th6 gene* 
taA 6f that nanUe^ wieh whonOr 
n^arechal K^th had ferved iil 
Ruflia. This young count 
had beeii tli'e matrechars pu- 
f\\, ahd fbv^red hiAi as hii 
military faiSier, thoyjgh! em* 
ployed intheAuflrian fervice. 
rie recognized* the body by 
the hrrge fear of a dangeroiii 
wound, whach general Keith 
had received in his thigh at; 
the fiege of Ockzacow, and 
could not help burfting' intd 
teats ^6 figt^hij honoured ma(i 
ter thus extended at, his feet, 
a naked, lifeleis, and deierted 
coarfcT. He forthwith caufed 
the body to be covered, and 
interred.. It was afterwartls 
taken up, and decently buried 
by the curate of* Hochkir- 
chen ; and, finally, removed 
to Berlin by order of the kin^ 
of PrulTia, who beftowed upon 
it thofe funeral honours that 
were due to- the dignified ranK 
and tranfcendent merit of th^ 
deceafed ; merit fo univerfa!*- 
ly acknowledged, that eyen 
the Saxons lamented him as 
4 tkdir 
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Aa. 1758. advantagepufly potted on eminences planted with 
artillery. His aim having been fruftrated at Hoch- 
kirchen, where he fought with many advantages 
on his fide, he would not hazard another battle upon 
equal terms, with fuch an enterprifing enemy, ren- 
dered more vigilant by the check he had received, 

' already- reinforced from the army of prince Henry, 
and eager for an opportunity to retrieve the laurel' 
which had been fnatched from him by the wiles of 
ftratagem, rather than by the hand of valour. 
Count Daun having nothing more to hope from the 
aiftive operations of his own army, contented him- 
felf with amufing the Pruflian monarch in Lufatia, 
while the Auftrian generals, Harfcheand De Ville, 
fliould profecute the redudbion of Neifs and Cofel 
in Silefia, which they now aftually invefted. 
As the Pruflian monarch could not fpare detach- 
ments to oppofe every different corps of. his ene- 
mies that afted againft him in different parts of his. 
dominions, he rcfolved to make up in aftivity what 
he wanted in number, and if poiSible to raife the 
fiege of Neifs in perfon. With this view he decamp- 
ed from Dobrefchutz, and in fight of the enemy 
marched to Gorlitz, without the lead interruption. 
From thence he proceeded towards Silefia with his 
ufual expedition, notwithftanding all the endea- 
vours and aftivity of general Laudohn, who har- 

l rafl^ed the rear of the Prufllans, and gained over^ 
them fome petty advantages. 


their bcft friend- and patron, he aftcd a principal part in 
who protedled thenn from vio- fubjeding them to the domi- 
lence and outrage, even while nion of his fovereign. 
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Count Daun not only fent this detached corps to An. 175 J. 
retard them ia their march, but at the fame time ,^°"°* 
by another route detached a ftrong reinforcement advances 
to the army of the befiegers. In the mean time, to Dref- 
having received intelligence that the army of ^^^' 
prince Henry in Saxony was confiderably weak- 
ened, he himfelf marched thither in hope of ?x« 
pcUing the prince from that country, and reducing 
the capital in the king's abfence. Indeed, his de- 
lign was flill more extenfive ; for he propofed to 
reduce Drefden, Leipfic, and Torgau at the fame 
time ; the firfl: with the main body under his own 
direftion ; the fecond by the army of the Empire 
under the prince de Deux Fonts ; and the third by 
a corps under general Haddick ; while the forces 
direfted by Laudohn Ihould exclude the king from 
-^ Lufatia. In execution of this plan, he marched 
diredlly to the Elbe, which he paffed at Pirna, and 
advanced to Drefden, which he hoped would fur- 
render without putting him to' the trouble of a 
formal fiege. The aripy of prince Henry had al- 
ready retired to the weftward of this capital, before 
the prince de Deux Fonts, who had found means 
to cut off his communication with Leipfic, and 
even invefted that city. During thefe tranfaftions, 
general Haddick advanced againft Torgau. 

The field-marfhal count Daun appearing on the J^^P^uf- 
fixth day of November within fight of Drefden, at ' yernor^" 
the head of fixty thoufand men, .encamped next of that 
day at Lockowitz, and on the eighth his ad- <^ity> 
vanced troops attacked the Fruflian huffars and in- f^^^^u^ ^ 
cjependent battalions, which werepofted at Strieffen 
and Gruenewiefe. Count Schmettau, who com- 
manded the garrifon, amounting to ten thoufand 

f; men. 
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Aa. 175$, men, apprehenfivfe that, in the courfe of Ikifflrlfc- 
ing, the Auftrian troops tntght enter the fiibufbs 
pellnnell, polled colonel Itwnplitz with feven hint- 
dred men in the redoubts that lurrounded thefub- 
urbs, that in cafe of emergency they fhouid fup- 
port the irregulars : at the fajfie time, as the houfes 
that conftituted the fuburbs were generally fd high 
as to overlook the ramparts and commafnd the 
city, he prepared combuftiibles, and gave notice 
to the magiftrates, that they would be fet on Irre 
as foon as an Auftrian flioutd appear within the 
place. This muft have been a dreadful declaration 
to the inhabitants of thefe fuburbs, which compole 
one of the mod elegant towns in Europe. In thefe 
houfes, which were generally loffy and magnifi- 
cent, the fafhionable and wealthy clafs of people 
refided ^ and here a number of artifts carried on a 
variety of curious manufadtures. In vain the ma- 
giftrates implored the mercy and forbearance of 
the Pruflfian governor, and reprcfented in the 
moft fubmiflivc ftrain, that as they were uncon- 
cerned in the war, they hoped they Ihould be ex- 
empted from the horrors of devaftation. In vain 
the royal family, who remained at Drefden, conjured 
him to fpare that laft refuge of diftreffed royalty, 
lind allow them at leaft a fecure refidence, fince 
^ they were depr'Fved of every other comfort. He 
continued inflexible, or rather determined to exe- 
cute the orders of his mafter, which indeed^ he 
could not difobey with any regard to his own 
fafety. Oh the ninth day of November, about 
noon, the /Auftrian vanguard attacked the ad- 
vanced poft of the garrifon, repelled the JhuflTars, 
drov^ the indtpemient battalions into the fuburbs, 

and 
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tnd forced three of the redoubts, while their can- An. lyjt. 
noil played upon the town. The governor cx- 
peding a vigorous attack next c^ay, recalled hi^ 
troops, within the city, after riiey had /ct fire to 
the fuburbs. At three in the morning the fignal 
was made for this terrible conSagration, which ht 
a little time reduced to afhes the beautiful fuburbs 
of Pirna, which had fo lately flourifhed as the feat 
of gaiety, pleafure, and the ingenious irts. 

Every bofom, warmed with benevolence, muft Reflec- 
be aflPeftcd at the recital of fuch calamities. It ^'^* o" 
excites not only our compaflion for the unhappy fg^"*** 
fufFerers ; but alfo our refentment againft the per- 
petrators of fuch enormity. Next day marechal 
Daun ferit an officer to count Schmettau, with a 
roeffage exprefling his furprize at the deftruftion 
of the fuburbs in a royal refidence, an aft of in- 
htmianity unheard of among Chriftians. He de- 
fired to. know if it was by the governor's order 
this meafure was taken; and affui-ed him, that he 
Ihould be refponfiblc, in his perfon, fot whatever 
outrages had been or might be committed againft 
a place in which a royal family refi4ed. Schmettau 
gave him to underftartd, that he had orders to de- 
fend the town to, the laft extremity, and that the 
prefervation o( what remained depended entirely 
on the conduft of his excellency ; for, fhould he 
think proper to attack the place, he (the gover- 
nor) would defend himfelf from houfe to houfe, 
and from ftreet to ftreet, and even make hfs laft 
effort in the royal palace, rather than abandon the 
city. He excufed the deft'ruftion of ' the fuburbs 
as a neceflary meafure, authorized by the praftiCe • 
of war 5 but he would have found it a difficult 

«alk 
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talk to reconcile this ftep to tjhe laws of eterqal 
juflice, and far lefs to the dictates of common hu* 
manity. Indeed, if the fcene had happened in an 
enemy's country, or if no other ftep could have 
faved the lives and liberties of himfelf and his gar- 
rifop, fuch a defperatc remedy might have ftood 
excufed by the law of nature and of nations : but 
on this occafion he occupied a neutral city, over 
which he could cxercife no other power and au- 
thority but that which he derived from illegal force 
and violence j nor was he at all reduced to the ne- 
celfity of facrifiicing the place to his own fafety, in 
as much as he might have retired unmolefted, by 
virtue of an honourable capitulation, which how- 
. ever he did not demand. Whether the peremptory 
order of a fuperior will, in foro confcientise, juftify 
an officer who hath committed an illegal or inhu- 
man adion, is a queftion that an Englifh reader 
will fcarce leave to the determination of a German 
cafuift with one hundred and fifty thoufand armed 
men rn his retinue. 

- Be this as it will, Mr. Ponickau, the Saxon mi-, 
nifter, immediately after this tragedy was aftcd, 
without waiting fpr his maftei's orders, prefented 
a memorial to the dyet of the Empire, complain- 
ing of it as an aftion referved for the hiftory of 
the war, which the king of Pruffia had kindled in 
Germany, to be tranfmitted to future ages. He 
affirmed, that, in execution of Schmettau's orders, 
the foldiers had difperfed themfelves in the ftreets 
of the Pirna and Witchen fiiburbs, broke open the 
houfes and fhops, fet fire to the combuftibles, 
added frefti fuel, and then (hut the doors ; that the 
violence of the flames was kept up by red-hot balls 

fired 
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fired into the houfcs,' and along the ftrects; that An. 1758. 
the wretched inhabitants, who forfook their burn- 
ing houfes, were flain by the fire of the cannon and 
fmall arms ; that thofe who endeavoured to fave 
their perfons and efFcds, were, pufhed down and 
deftroyed by the bayonets of the Pruffian foldiers, 
pofted in the ftree.ts for that purpofe : he enume- 
rated particular' inftances of inhuman barbarity, 
and declared that a great number of people pe- 
riihed, either amidft the flames, or under the ruins 
of the houfes. The deftruftion of two hundred 
and fifty elegant houfes, and the total ruin of the 
inhabitants, were circumftances in themfelves fo de- 
plorable, as to need no aggravation : but the ac- 
count of the Saxon minifter wai (hamefully exag- 
gerated, apd all the particular inftances of cruelty 
falfc in every circumftance. 

Baron Plotho, the minifter of Brandenburg, did Anfwered 
not fail to anfwer every article of the Saxon me- ^^^^^'"1*" 
morial, and refute the particulars therein alledged, Brandcn- 
in a fair detail, authenticated by certificates under burg* 
the hands of the magiftrates, judges, and princi- 
pal inhabitants of Drefden. The moft extraordi- 
nary part of this defence or vindication was the 
conclufion, in which the baron folemnly affured the 
dyet that the king of Pruffia, from his great love 
to mankind, always felt the greateft emotion of 
Ibul, and the moft exquifite concern, at the efFufion > 
of blood, the devaftatipn of cities and countries, 
and the horrors of war, by which fo many thoufand ^ 
fellow-creatures were overwhelmed ; and that if his 
-fincere and honeft inclination to procure peace to 
Germany, his dear country, had met with the leaft 
regard, tjie prefent war, attended with fuch blood- 
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ihed and defbktioa, would have been prevented 
and avoided. He therefore declared, that thofe 
who excited the prefent troubles, who, tnftead of 
extinguUhing, threw oil upon the flames, muft an- 
fwer to God for the (eas of blood chat had been, and^ 
would be flied, for the devaftation of lb many 
countries, and the entire ruin of fo many hifH>cen€ 
individuals. Such declarations coft nothing to 
thoie hardened politicians, who, feeling iu> in- 
ternal check, are determined to facrifice every coik- 
fideration to the motives of rapacity and ambition. 
It would be happy however for mankind, were 
princes taught to believe that there is really an 
omnipotent and all-judging Power, that will exad 
a fevere account of their condud, and punifli them 
for their guilt, without any refpeift to their perfons ; 
that pillaging a whole people is mort cruel than 
robbing a fingle perfon ; and that the maflacre ol 
thoufands is, at leaft:, as criminal as private murder. 
While count Daun was employed in making a 
fruitlefs attempt upon the capital of Saxony, the 
king of Pruffia proceeded in his march t6 Ncife, 
which was completely invefted on the third day 6f 
Odober. The opci^ations of the fiege were car- 
ried on with great vigour by the Auftrian general 
de Harfche, and the place was as vigoroufly de- 
fended by the Pruffian governour Theflcaw till the 
firfl; day of November, when the Pruffian monarch 
approached and obliged the befiegers to abandon 
their enterprize. Mr. de Harfche having raifed the 
fiege, the king detached general Fouquet with a 
body of troops acrofs the rivi*r Neifs, and imme- 
diately the blockade of Cofel was likewife aban- 
doned. De Harfch retired to feohemia, and De 

Vilk 
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Villc hovered about Jagcrnfdorf, The fortrcfs of A». i^si. 
Neifs wft$ no fooncr relieved fhan the king of Pruflia 
began his march on his return to Saxony, where 
his immediate prefence was required. At the fame 
time the two bodies under the gener;^ls Dchna 
•suid Wedel penetrated by different routes into that 
country. The former had been left at Cuftrin to 
watch the motions of the Ruffians^ who had by 
this time retreated to the Viftula^ and even croffed 
that river at Thorn \ the other had during the 
campaign obferved the Swedes, who had now en^ ^ 

tircly evacuated the Pruffian territories ; fo that 
Wedel was at liberty to co-operate with the king in 
Saxony. He accordingly marched to Torgau, the 
j^ege of which had been undertaken by the Aii* 
^rian general Haddick, who was repuHed by Wo 
de^ and even pur(ued to the neighbourhood of , 
Euknbourg. Wedcl^ being ^terwards- joined by 
Dohna» drove him from thence with confiderable 
)ofs ; and then raifed th^ (ieg^ of X^ipfic. Mean 
while the king prolecuted bis march towards the 
capital of Saxony, driving before him the body of ' 
Auftrian troops under Laudohi:i, who retreated to 
Zittau. On the tenth day of November count 
Daun retired from Drciden, and with the army of 
the empire fell back towards Bohemia \ and on the 
twentieth the king arrived in that city, where he 
approved of the governor's conduft. 

The. Ruffian general, forefeeing that he fhould TheRuP 
not be able to maintain his ground during the ^*^"^f^*^' 
winter in Pomerania, unlefs he could fecure fome their at- 
fta-poft on the Baltick, by which he might be tack upon. 
fupplied with provifions, detached general Palmr ^^iberg. 
bach with fifteen thoufand men to befiege the 

town 
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An. 1758, town of Colberg, an inconfiderable place, vcrjr 
meanly fortified. It was accordingly invefted on 
the third day of 06to1)er •, but the befiegers were 
cither fo ill provided with proper implements, or 
fo little acquainted with operations of this nature, 
that the garrifon, though feeble, maintained the 
place againft all their attacks for fix and twenty 
days J at the expiration of which they abandoned 
their enterprize, and cruelly ravaged the open 
country in their retreat. Thus, by the adivity and 
valour of the Pruffian monarch, his generals and 
officers, fix fieges were raifcd almoft at the fame 
period, namely, thofe of Colberg, Neifs, Cofel, 
• Torgau, Leipfic, and Drefden. 

Recapitu- T^g variety of fortune which the king of Pruflia 

latlOn of '1*1 r r ^ ' 

the events experienced m the courJe of this campaign was 
of this very remarkable 5 but the fpirit of his conduft, 
cam- and the rapidity of his motions, were altogether ' 

F^gn. without example. In the former campaign we 
were dazzled with the luftre of his viftories ; in 
this we admire his fortitude and flcill in ftemmihg 
the different torrents of adverfity, and rifing fu- 
perior to his evil fortune. One can hardly without 
aftoniftiment recoUeft, that in the coyrfe of a few 
months he invaded Moravia, invefted Olmutz, 
was obliged to relinquilh that defign ; marched . 
through an enemy's country, in the face 9f a great 
army, which, though it harraflfed him in his re- 
treaty could not, in'a route of an hundred' miles, 
obtain any advantage over him ; that, in fpite of 
his difafter at Olmutz, and the difficulties of fucha 
march, he penetrated into Bohemia, drove the 
enemy from Koningfgratz, executed another dan- 
gerous and fatiguing march to the Oder, defeated 

a great 
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A great army of Ruffians, returned* by the way ^^*^7S*^ 
of Saxony, from whence he drove the Auftrian 
and Imperial armies ; that after his defeat at 
Hochkirchen, where he loft two of his beft generals, 
and was obliged to leaffc"*his tents ftanding, he 
baffled the vigilance and fuperior number of the 
viftorious army, rufhed like a whirlwind to the 
relief of Silefia, invaded by an Auftriao army, 
which hjB compelled to retire with precipitation 
from that province ; that, with the fame rapidity 
of motion, he wheeled about to Saxony, and once 
more rcfcued it from the hands of his adverfaries ; 
that in one campaign he made twice the circuit of 
his dominions, relieved them all in their turns, 
and kept all his pofTeffions entire againft the united 
efforts of numerous armies, conduced by generals 
of confummate flcill and undaunted refokition. 

His character would have been ftill more com- The Inha* 
plete, if his moderation had been equal to his saxony 
courage ; but ih this particular we cannot applaud , grievoufi/ 
his condudt. Incenfed by the perfecuting fpirit of oppr«^«*-' 
his enemies, he wreaked his verrgeance on thofe 
who had done him no injury ; and the cruelties 
which the Ruffians had committed in his domi- 
nions, were retaliated upon the unfortunate inha- 
bitants of Saxony. In the latter end of September, 
the prefident of the Pruffiati military direftory feat 
a letter to the magiftrates of Leipfic, requiring 
them in the king's name to pay a new contribu- 
tion of fix hundred thoufand crowns, and to begin 
immediately with the payment of one third part, 
on pain of military execution. In anfwer to this 
demand the magiftrates reprefented that the city 
having been exhaufted by the enormous contribu- 

Numb, I &. A a tion3 


J70 HiSTOftY OF ENGLANiJ. 

411.1759. tions already raifed was abfolutely incapable of 
furnilhing further fupplies : that the trade was 
ftagnattd and ruined^ and the inhabitants fi> im- 
poi^rifhed, that they could no longer pay the or- 
, dinary taxes. This reononftrancc made no imprcf- 
£on. At fivt in the morning, the Pruffian fbldiers 
aflembled, and were pofted in aU the ftreets, 
fquares^ maifket-place^^ casmeteries» towers, and 
lleeples : then the gates being (hut, in order to 
exclude the populace of the fuburbs from the city* 
the fenators were brought into the town-hall, and 
accoiled by general Haufs, who told them the 
king his mafter would have money, an^ if they 
rcfufcd to part with it, the city (hould be plun- 
dered. To this peremptory addrefe, they replied 
to thiseffeft: " We have no more money — we 
have nothing left but life ; and we recommend 
ourfelves to the king's mercy.** In confequcncc 
of this declaration, difpofitions were made for giv- 
ing up the city to be plundered Cannon were 
planted in all the ftreets -, the inhabitants were or- 
dered to remain within doors, and every houfe re- 
founded with difmal cries and lamentation. The 
dreaded pillage, however^ was converted into a 
regular exadion. A party of foldiers, commanded 
by a fubaltern, went from houfe to houfe, figiii- 
fying to every burgher that he fliould produce all 
his fpecie on pain of immediate pillage and maf- 
facre ; and every inhabitant delivered up his all 
without further hefitation. About fix in the even- 
ing, the foldiers returned to their quarters ; but the 
magiftrates were detained in confinement, and all 
the citizens were overwhelmed with grief and con- 

ftcrna- 
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fttrnation, Happy Britain, who knoweftfuch gric- ^^-173^* 
ranees onlf by report 1 

" When the kkig of Pniflia firft entered Saxony, Sling of 
at the beginning of the war, he declared he had no ^""T"'^ 
8efign t6 make a conqucft of that eleftorate, but ^i^^ ^-^^^ 
only to keep it as a depofitum for the fecurity of refpeft to 
his own dominions, until he could oblige his ene-^ *^^^ ^^^^^ 
mies to acquiefce in reafonable terms of peace : but 
tipon his laii arrival at Drefden, he adopted a new 
fefolution. In the beginning of December, the 
Pruffian diredory of war iffued a decree to the de- 
puties of the ftates of the eleftorate, demanding sL 
certafn quantity of flour and forage, according to 
the convention formerly fettled j at the fame time 
fighifying that though the king of Pruflia had hi- 
therto treated the eleftorate as a country taken 
under his Ipecial proteiSion, the face of affairs was 
now changed in fuch a manner, that for the fiiturcf 
he would confider it in no other light than that of 
a conquered country. The Ruffians'had feized rrl 
Pruflja all the eftates and effefts belonging to the 
king's^ officers : a retaliation was now made upon 
the cfFedts of the Saxon officers who ferved in thd 
Rufliah arrtiy. Seals were put on all the cabinets ' 
containing' papers belonging to the privy counfel- 
lots of his Polifh majefty, and they themfelves or- 
dered to depart for Warfaw at a very Ihort warn- 
ing. Though the city had been impoverifhed by 
former exaftions, and very lately fubjeAed to mi- 
litary execution, the king of Pruflia dcmandecf 
frelh contributions, and even extorted them by 
dint of fevtrities that (h^ck humanity. He fuN 
founded the exchange with foldiers, and confining 
the merchants to ftraw-beds and naked apartments, 
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An. 1758. obliged them to draw bills for very large fums oa 
their foreign correfpondents : a method of proceed-, 
ing much more fuitable to the defpotifm of a Per- 
fian fophi towards a conquered people who pro* 
fefled a different faith, than reconcilable to the 
charafter of a prpceftant prince towards a peaceable 
nation of brethren, with whom he was connefted 
by the common ties of neighbourhood and religion* 
Even if they had afted as declared enemies, and 
been fubdued with arms in their hands, the ex- 
cefles of war on the fide of the conqueror, ought 
to have ceafed with the hoftilities of the conquered, 
who, by fubmitting to his Iway, would have be- 
come his fubjcfds, and in that capacity had a claim 
to his proteftion. To retaliate upon the Saxons j 
who had efpoufed no quarrel, the barbarities comr- 
mitted by the Ruffians, with whom he was atftually 
at war, and to treat as a conquered province, a 
neutral country which his enemies had entered by 
violence, and been obliged to evacuate by force of 
arms, was a fpecics of condufl: founded on pre- 
tences which overturn all right, and confound 'all 
reafon. 
l^rogrcfs Having recorded all the tranfaftions of the cam* 
©f the ' paign, except thofe in which the Swedes were con- 
Pom ^^ -" cerned, it now remains that we Ihould particularize 
&la. ♦ the progrefs which was made in Pomerania by the 
troops of that nation under the command of count 
Hamilton. We have already obferved that in the be- 
ginning of the year, the Pruffian general Lehwald 
had compelled them , to evacuate the whole pro- 
vince, except Stralfiind, which was likewife in- 
yeftcd. This, in all probability, would have been 
befiegcd in form, ha^ not Lchw^d refigned the 

com- 
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mand of the Pruffians, on account of his great age An. 175! 
and infirmities, and his fucceffor count Dohna 
been obliged to withdraw his troops, in order t(r 
oppofe the Ruffian army on the other fide of Po- 
merania. The blockade of Stralfund being confe- 
quently raifed, and that part of the country entirely 
evacuated by the Pruffians, the Swedifh troops ad- 
vanced again from the ifie of Rugen to which they 
had retired : but the fupplles and reinforcements 
they expefted from Stockholm were delayed in fuch 
a manner, either ffX)m a deficiency in the fubfidies 
promifed byFrance, or from the management of thofe 
that were averfe to the war, that great part of the fea- 
fon was elapfed before they undertook any impor- 
tant enterprize. Indeed, while they lay encamped 
under the cannon of Stralfund waiting for thefe 
fupplies, their operations were retarded by the ex- 
piofion of a whole (hip load of gun powder intended 
for their ufe ; an ^ve.nt imputed to the praftices 
* of th6 Pruffian party in iSweden, which, at this 
period, feemed to gain ground; and even threa- 
tened a change in the miniftry* At length the re- 
inforcement arrived about the latter end of June, 
and their general feemed determined to aft with 
vigour. 

In the beginning of July, his army being put They re- 
in motion, he fcnt a detachment to diflodge the treat to 
few Pruffian troops that were left at Anclam, Stralfuod, 
Demmin, and other places, to guard that frontier ; 
and they retreated accordingly. Count Hamilton 
having nothing further to oppofe him in the field, 
in a very little time recovered all Swedilh Pomera- 
nia, and even made hot incurfions into the Pruf- 
fian territories. Mean while, a combixied fleet of 
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4^* ?7SS* thirtyjthree RulTian and feven Swedilh (hips of war 
appeared in the Baltic, and anchored between the 
iflands of Dragoe and Amagh ; but they neither 
landed troops, nor committed hoftilities. Thc^ 
Swedifh general advanced as far as Fchrbellin, fent 
Cut parties that raifed contributions within five and 
twenty miles of Berlin, and threw the inhabitants 
of that capital into the utmoft confternation. The 
king of Pruflia alarmed at their progrefs, difr atqhed 
general Wedcl from Drefden, with a body of troop* 
that were augmented on the march ; fo that on 
the twentieth of September, he found himfelf at 
Berlin with eleven thoufand effeftive men, at the. 
head of whom he proceeded againft count Ha- ' 
milton, while the prince of Bevern with five thou- 
fand advanced on the other fide from Stetin. At 
their approach, the Swedifji commander retired^ 
after having left ' a garrifon of fourteen hundred 
mea at Fehrbellcn, in order to retard the Pruflians, 
j^nd fecure the retreat of his army. The place was 
imniediately attacked by general Wedel •, and t^io* 
the Swedes difputed the grou,nd from houfc tft 
houfe with uncommon obftinacy, he a,t laft drove 
them out of the town, with the lofs of one h^lf of 
their number either killed or taken prifoners. The 
body of the Swedifli army, without hazarding any 
other aftion, immediately evacuated the Pruffiap 
territories, and returned to the neighbourhood' of 
StraUlind, intending to take winter-quarters in the 
iflc of Rugcn. Count Hamilton, either difguftcd 
at the reftridions he had bpen laid under, or find- 
ing himfelf unable to a6l in fuch a manner ^!^ might 
fedound to the advantage of hi? reputatipp, thr^ \^ 
up his command, retired from the arniy> and f??, 
^gjncd ail his other employments. 
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Yht king of Pruiffia was not only favoured by ^^' ^75^- 
;a confidcrablc party in Sweden, but he had alfo Prowed- 
raifcd a ftrong ihtereft in Poland, among fuch P^- *ngs in • 
latines as had always oppofed the meafures of ^p 7^^ 
the reigning faniily. Thefc were now reinforced 
by many patriots, who dreaded the vicinity, and 
fufpedted the defigns of the Ruffian army. The 
dyet of the republic was opened on the Sscond diy 
of November, and, after warm debates, M. Ma- 
lachowlki was unanimoufly eleAed marcchal : but 
no fboner had the chamber of nuncios begun their 
jdeliberations, fKan a number of voices were raifcd 
^gainft the encroachment of the Ruffian troops, 
who had taken up their refidence in Poland j and 
heavy complaints were made of the damages ,tuf- 
tained from their cruelty and rapine. Great pains 
were taken to appe^fc thefe clamours ; and many 
were prevailed upon to refer thefc grievances to 
the king in fcnate : but when this difficulty leemcd 
almoft furjpiounted, Padhorlki, the nuncio of Vol- 
hinia, ftood up, and declared, that he would not 
permit any other point to be difcufled in the dyet, 
while the Ruffians maintained the lead . footing 
within the territories of the republic. Vain were 
all the attempts of the courtiers to perfuade and 
mollify this inflexible patriot. He folemnly pro- 
teftcd againft their proceedings, and haftily with- 
drew ; fo that the marechal was obliged to diflblve 
the aflembly, and recourfe was had to a fenatu$ 
confilium, to concert proper meafures to be taken 
in the prefent conjunfture. 

The king of Poland was,. on this occafion, likcwlfe 
difappointed in his views of providing for his fon, 
prince Charles, in the dutchy of Cpurland. He had 
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been recomtnended by the court of Ruflia, and even 
approved by the ftates of that country ; but two dif • 
culties occurred. The ftates declared they could 
not proceed to a new eleftbn during the life of 
their forn^cr duke, count Biron, who was ftill alive, 
though a prifoner, in Siberia, unlefs their dutchy 
fliould be declared vacant by the king and republic 
of Poland -, and, according to the laws of that coun- 
try, no prince could be elefbed, until he fliqpld 
have declared himfclf of the Augfburgh confef* 
fion. His Polilh majefty, hpwevcr, being deter- 
mincd^to furmount all obftacles to his fon*s inte- 
reft, ordered count Malachowfki, high-chancellor 
of Poland, to deliver to prince Charles a diploma, 
by which the king granted permiflion to the ftates 
of Courland, to elect that prince for their duke, 
and appointed the day for his eledion and inftal- 
ment, which accordingly took place in the month 
of January, notwithftanding the clamour of many 
Polifli grandees, who perfiiled in affirming, that 
the king had no power to grant fuch permiflion 
without the confent of the dyet. 

The viciffitudes of the campaign had produced 
no revolutions in the feveral fyftems adopted by 
the different powers in Europe. The Czarina, 
who, in the nhonth of June, had fignified her fcn- 
timents and defigns againft the king of Pruflia, in 
a declaration delivered to all the foreign minifters 
at Peterft)ui:g, feemed now, more than ever, deter* 
mined to aft vigoroudy in behalf of the Emprefs* 
queen of Hungary, and the unfortunate king of 
Poland, who ftill refided at Warfaw. The court of 
Vienna, diftributed among the Imperial minifters 
at the fcvcral courts cf the empire, copies of a re- 
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fcript, explaining the conduft of her generals fince An. ijsf. 
the beginning of the cannipaign, and, concluding 
with exprcflions of felf- approbation, to this effc£L 
•' Though the iffiie of the campaign be not as yet 
entirely fatisfaftory, and fuch as might be defired, 
the Imperial court enjoys, at leaft, the fincere fa- 
tisfadion of reflediing, that, according to the change 
of circumftances, it inftaht4y took the moft vigo- 
rous refv:>lutions ; that it was never deficient in any 
thing that might contribute to the good of the 
common caufe, and now employed in making pre- 
parations, from which the moft happy confequences 
may bt^ expcfted/' 

We haYe already hinted at a, decree of the Aulic MiBmorial 
council of the empire, publiflied in thenionthof ^^^^^^Y- 
Auguft, enjoining all diredlors of circles, all Im- empire, 
perial towns, and the nobleffe of the empire, to by the 
tranfmit to Vienna an exafl: lift of all thofe who had nnnift^r 
difobeyed the avocatoria of the empire, and adhered ^. ^ j" 
to ths rebellion raifed by the eleftor of Branden- nenburg* 
burgh ; that their revenues might be fequeftred, 
and themfelves puniflicd in their honours, perfons, 
and efFefts. As the eleftor of Hanover was plain* 
ly pointed out, and, indeed, exprefly mentioned 
in this decree, the king of Great Britain, by the 
hands of baron Gemmegen, his eledoral njinifter, 
prefented a memorial tp the dyet of the empire in 
the month of November, enumerating the in- 
ftances in which he had exerted himfelf, and even 
expofed his life, for the prefervation and aggran- 
dizement of the houfe of Auftria. In return for 
thefe important fervices, he obf<frvcd, that the Em- 
prefs-queen had refufed him the afliftancc ftiput 
lated in treaties, againljt an invafion planned by 

France, 
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Aft^i75t« Fni^ce, whofe hattrd he hid drdiHi upon himfclf 
by his friendlhip td that princefs ; and his !nipes 
rial ms^Ibf even denied him the di6latofial lettefs 
tf hich he fblicited : that the court of Vienna had 
figned a treaty ^th the crown of France, in which 
it was ftipukted, that the French troops ihould 
pafs the Wefer, and invade the elcftorate of Ha- 
nover, where they were joined by the troopi of 
the Emprcfs-queen, who ravaged his Britannic 
majefty's dominions, with greater cruelty than eveii 
the French had praftifed ; and the fame duke of 
Cumberland, v^ho had been wounded at Dettin* 
gen in the defence of her Imperial majefly, wai 
obliged to fight at Haftenbeck againft the troops 
of that very princefs, in defence df his father's do* 
minioiis j that fhe fent commiffaries to Hanover, 
who fharcd with the crown of France the contri- 
butions extorted from that cleftorate ; rcjcfted all 
firopofals of peace, and difmiffed from her court 
the miniftcr of Brunfwic Lunenburg : that his Im- 
perial majefty, who had fworn to pfoteft the em- 
pire, and oppofe the entrance of foreign troops 
deftined to opprefs any of the ftates of • Germany, 
afterwards required the king of England to with- 
draw his troops from the countries which they oc- 
cupied, that a French army might again have fre^ 
jpafTage into his German dominions : that the em^ 
pef or had recalled thefe troops,, relcafcd them from 
their allegiance to their fovereignj enjoined them 
to jdbandon their pofts, their colours, and the fer- 
vice in which they were embarked, on pain of 
being punilhed in body, honour, and eftate ; and 
that the king of England himfelf, was threatened 
with the ban of the empire. He took notice, that, 

in 
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in quality of eleftor, be had been accufed of le- **• »7s'» 
fvifing to concur with the re&lutKH^ of the dyetx 
taken in. the preceding year, of entering into aUi* . 
ance with the king of Pruflia, joining his troops 
to the armies of that prince, employing auxiliaries 
belonging to the dates <^ the empire, fending 
£ngllih forces into Germany, where they h^d taken 
polTeflton of Embden, and exa^ing contributions 
in different parts of Germany. In anfwer to thefe 
imputations, he alledged, that he could not, con- 
fiftent with his own fafety, or f he diftatas of com- 
mon fenfe, concur with a majority, in joining his 
troops, which were irtinftediftcely neceffary .for his 
own defence, to thofe which, from the arbitrary 
views of the court of Vienna, were kd againft 
his friend aud ally the king of Prudia, by a prince 
who d'd not belong to the generality of the em- 
pire, and on whom the command had been confer- 
red, without a previous conclufum of the Gern>«« 
nic body ; that with rcfpeft to his alliafice with 
the king of Pruffia, he had a right, when deferced 
by his former allies, to feek affiftance wherefoever it 
could be procured > and furely no juit grounds of 
complaint could be offered aigainft that which his 
Frufiian majefty lent, to dtliver the ekdoral ftates 
of BrunfwLc, as well as thofe of Brunfwic«W^ 
fembuttle, HeiTe, and Buckebourg, from the Qp« 
preflions of their common enemy. Pofterity, he 
faid, would hardly believe, that at a tCmt when the 
troops of Auftri^ the Palatinate, and Wirtemberg, 
were engaged to invade the countries of the empire,^ 
other members of the Germanic body, who em- 
ployed auxiliaries in their defence,, fliould be 
^reatened with outlawry and fequeitration. 
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As. i75i* He owned, thaf, in quality of king, he had (ent 
over Englifh troops- to Germany, and taken poffcf- 
fion of Embden ; fteps for which he was account- 
able to no power upon earth, although the confti- 
tudons of the Empire permit the co-eftates to 
make ufc of foreign troops, not indeed for the pur- 
pofc of invafion or conqueft in Germany, but for 
their defence and prefervarion. He alfo acknow- 
ledged, that he had refented the conduft and chaf<- 
tifed the injuftice of thofe co-eftates who had aflift- 
ed his enemies, and helped to ravage his domi- 
nions ; inferring, that if the crown of France was 
free to pillage the eftates of the duke of Brunfwic, 
and the landgrave of Heflc CafTel, becaufe they 
had fupplied the king of England with auxiliaries ; 
if the Emprcfs-queen had a right to appropriate to 
hcrfelf half of the contributions raifcd by the 
French king in thefe countries, furely his Britan- 
nic majefty had an equal right to make thofe feel 
the burden of the war, who had favoured the un- 
juft entcrprizes of his enemies. He expreffed his 
hope, that the dyet, after having duly confidered 
thefe circumftances, would, by way of advice, pro-, 
pofe to his Imperial majefty, that he fliould annul 
his moft inconfiftent mandates ; and not only take 
effeftual mcafures to proteft the eleftorate and its 
allies, but alfo give order for commencing againft 
the Emprcfs-queen, as archdutchefs of Auftria, the 
eleftor Palatine, and the duke of Wirtemberg, 
ftich proceedings as Ihe wanted to enforce againft 
his Britannic majefty, eleftor of Brunfwic-Lunen- 
bourg. For this^ purpofe, the miniftei* now re- 
qucftcd their excellencies to aflc immediately the 
neceflary inftrudlions from their principals. 

-a ' The 
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The reft of this long memorial contained a jufti- Aa, 175^ 
fication of his Britannic majefty's condud, in de« 
viating from the capitulation of Cloftcr-fcvcn 5 
with a refutation of the arguments adduced, and a 
retortion of the reproaches levelled againfi: the king 
of England, in the paper or manifefto, compofed 
and publiihed under the direftion of the French 
miniftry, and intituled " A Parallel of the Condudt 
of the king of France, with that of the king of 
England^ relative to the breach of the capitulation 
of Clofter-feven by the Hanoverians/* 

But to this invedtive a more circumftantial an- Partkular 
fwer was publiihed ; in which, among other cu- ""^P^^ ^ 
rious particulars, the letter of expoftulation, faid to iJ p^\^" 
have been written by the Pruffian monarch to the liihcd by 
king of Great Britain after the defeat at Collin, is, ^^^ ^^^ 
treated as an infamous piece of forgery, produced r^J*^* 
by fome venal pen employed to imp'ofe upon the 
public. The author alfo, in his endeavours to de- 
monftrate his Britannic majefty's averfion to a con- 
tinental war, very juftlyobferves, that " none but 
fuch as are unacquainted with the maritinie force 
of England can believe, that, without a diverfion 
on the continent, to employ part of the enemy'a 
force, (he is not in a corudition to hope for fuccefs, 
and maintain her fuperiority at fea. England, there- 
fore, had no intereft to foment quarrels or wars in 
Europe i but, for the fame reafon, there was room to 
fear, that France would embrace a different fyftem : 
accordingly Ihe took no pains to conceal her views^ 
and her envoys declared publicly, that a war upon 
the continent was inevitable,, and that the king's 
dominions in Germany would be its principal ob- 

jeft,'* 
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^^ 'TS* jcft-** He aftcrwtfxls, hi tkc courfe of his ^rgu- 
mentatien, add^, *' that theymuft be ycryigno*- 
ranc, indeed, who imagine that the forces of £ng- 
lUnd are HOC aUe to FcfiO: thofe of France, tmlefi 
the latter be hindered from turning all her cfibrts 
to the fea^ In cafe of a war upon the continent, 
the two powers muft pay fubfidies • only with this 
difference, that France can employ her own land- 
forces, and afpire at conquefts.'* 

Such were the profdSTcd fentimcnts of the B— ' 

m , founded upon eter nd truth and demonftra- 

tion, and openly avowed, when the bufinefs was to 

pfovcj that it was not the intercft of G-^ — B 

to maintain a war upon the continent ; but after- 
wards, when^ this continental war was eagerly 
efpoufed, foftcrcd, and cheriflicd by the blood and 
trcafurc of the E— — nation, then the panifans of 
that very m ■ ■ y, which had thus declared that 
E*— ^d, without any diverfion on the continent of 
Euipope, was- an over-match for France by fca, 
which may be termed the Britilh element; then 
tiicir partiferis, their champions, declaimerSi and 
dependants, were taught to rife in rebellion agatnft 
their fbrmer doftrine, and, in defiance of common 
fenfe and reflexion, affirm, that a diverfion in Ger- 
many was abfolutely neceflkry to the fuccefsful ifluc 
of England's operations in Afia, Africa, and Ame- 
J*ica. 

Notwithftanding all the fafts and argument* 
affembled in this elaborate memorial, to expofe the 
ingratitude of the Emprefs- queen, and demfon- 
ftrate the bppreffive meafurcs adopted by the Im- 
perial power, it remains to . be proved, that the 

mem- 
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m^tnh^t c£ a community iist not obfig^d to yield An.ijst* 
pbf:<}iencc to thp refdtutiQns taken, ud the decree$ 
publi/he4, by tfeip wajgdty pf thefe that compof^ 
thk commwify ; cipecially wjieti rdniforced with 
j^e a^athority of the fiipreHoe magiftraic^ and not 
r<;pv|gnfti>t tQ thc[ fund^ui^Btal CQnftilution or\ which 
that CQffliQVinity^ was cft%bK(bed- 

. If the Empi-^s-qu^fi wa$ npt gratified to the New title 
fcytciJj^t of kcx wfhes w fh^ fprtunc of the cam*- ^^"^^j^^^^ 
P^^&j A% l€*ft her fdf-knpprtanci^ was flattered in Emprcfs. 
anQt|)|$r point, which CQuVd not fail of being into- queen, 
rejfting to a priae^ famed for a glowiijg Mai and 
inviolable attachment to the religion of Rome. In 
thi? mpnth of Ayg^ft tbfi Pope conferred upon her 
tbjl title of Apoi^Qli<;al Quetn of Hungary, con^ 
y^yc-d by tn briefs in. which he octolled her piety, 
^nd launched oiat initg' retcofpeftive relogiums of 
her predeceflbrs the princes of Hungary^ who had 
gloried in the crofs of Chrift, and been always ao 
cuftomed to fi^t and QM^rcoine for the (^tholic 
faith uqder this holy b^Qi^er«.. 

. This compUment,^ howeyqr, fhe.did not derive Death of 
jFromj the regard of Profper La^ifcertini, who pope Be- 
^3^ercifed the papal fwa,y vinijer the afumed name ^^J^ 
of Benedi<5t XIV. That pontiff, uniyerfally efteem)- ekaioa 
^. for his good fenle, moderation, and humanity, ofGi^^ 
jbad Ijreathed hi^ laft in the month of-April, in the ^^J- 
eigl^ty-^fourth year of bis age -, s^nd in July was fuc- 
.ce^eded in the papacy by cardinal Charles Rezzonij- 
.^p, biflipp of Paduai, by birth a Venetian. He 
.w^ formerly auditor of th^Rota; af^etwards pro- 
.twJt^d to the purple by pope Clement XII. at th^ 
iWwunatiQa of thft cepubUc of Veaicci ; was diftinr 
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An. i75«. guiflied by the title of St. Maria d* Ara CaK, the 
principal convent of the Cordeliers, and nominated 
prote&or of the Pandours, or lUyrians. Whea 
he afcended the papal chair, he aflumed the name 
of Clement XIII. in gratitude to the laft of that 
name, who was his benefa6tor. Though of a dif- 
agreeable perfon, and even deformed in his body, 
he enjoys good health and a vigorous confti-. 
cudon. As an ecclefiaftic, his life is exempla- 
ry ; his morals are pure and unimpeached : in his 
charai^er he is faid to be learned, diligent, fteady, 
devout, ajid in every refpeft worthy to fucceed 
fuch a predeceiTor as Benedtd. 

The king of Spain wifely perfifted in reaping 
the advantages of a neutrality, notwithftandihg 
the intrigues of the French partifans at the courc 
of Madrid, who endeavoured to alarm his jealoufy 
by the conqueils which thd Engliih had proje&ed 
in America. 

The king of Sardinia fagacioufly kept aloof, re- 
folving, in imitation of his predecefforsi to main- 
tain his power on a refpeftable footing, and be 
xeady tofeize all opportunities to extend and pro- 
mote the intereft of his crown, and the advantage 
of his country. 
Affafltna- As for the king of Portugal, he had prudently 
tion of embraced the fame fyftem of forbearance : but in 
^f P^*t^- the latter end of the feafon his attention was en- 
gal, groffcd by a domeftic incident of a very extraordi- 
nary nature. Whether he had, by particular in- 
fiances of fpverity, exafperated the minds of cer- 
tain individuals, and. exercifed his dominion in fuch 
afts of arbitrary power as excited a general fpirit of 
difafFeftion among his nobility 5 or, Uftly, by the 
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vigorous mcafurcs purfucd againft the incroaching An. 175^* 
Jefuits in Paraguay, and their correfpondents in 
Portugal, had incurred the refentment of. that fo- 
ciety, we (hall not pretend to determine : perhaps 
aU thcfe motives concurred in giving birth to a 
confpiracy againft his life, which was aftually exe- 
cuted at this jundure with the moft defperate re- 
folution. On the third day of September the 
king, according to cuftom, going out in a carriage 
to take the air, accompanied by one domeftic, was, 
in the nighty at a folitary place near Belem, attacked 
by three men on hbrfeback, armed with blunder- 
builes, one of whom fired his piece at the coach- 
man without clFcftk The man, hoiveyer, terrified 
both on his own account and that of his fove- 
fc!gn*s, drove the mules at full fpeed ; a circum- 
itance ^which in fbme meafure difconcertcd the 
other two confpirators, whopurfued him at full 
gallop, and, having no leifure to take aim, dif-« 
charged their pieces at random through the bact 
of the carriage. The flugs with which they were; 
loaded happened to pafs between the king's right 
arm and his breaft, dilacerating the parts from tha 
ihoulder to the elbow, but without damaging the 
bone, or penetrating into the cavity of the body. 
Finding himfelf grievoufly wounded, and the bloo4 
flowing apace, he, with fuch prefence of mind as 
cannot be fufiiciently ad;nired, inftead of proceed- 
ing to the palace, which was at fome diftance, or- 
dered the coachman to return to Junqmeira, where 
his principal furgcon refided, and there his wound^ 
were immediately dreflfed. By this refolution, he 
not only prevented the irreparable m'lfchief that 
might have arifen from an exceflive cffufion of 
Numb. XIX. Bb blood j 
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Ai. 1758. blood i but, without all doubt, faved his life fronf 

« 

ihe hands of other aflaffins^ poftcd on the road to^ 
accomplilh the regicide, in cafe Ke' fhoirfd efcapc 
alive from the firft attack. This inftance of the 
king's recolleftion was magnified into a mirad^^ 
on the fuppofition that it mull have been the cffeft 
of divine infpiration v and, indeed, aniong a people 
addided to fuperftition, might well pafs for a fa- 
vourable interpofition of Providence. 

The king, being thua difabled in his right arm,^ 
iffued a decree, inverting the queen with the abfo- 
lute power of government. In the mean time, no 
perfbn had accefa to his prc;fence bi^t herfelf, the 
firft minifter, the cardinal dc Sakfanha; the phyfi- 
cians, and furgeons. An embargo was imme- 
diately laid on all the ftiipping in the port of Lil^ 
bon. Rewards were publicly 6ttc^ed, togethrt 
with promife of pardon to the accoriipiiccs^ for de- 
^ftiug any of the affafTms -, and fuch other meai- 
fures ufed, that in a little time the whole confpi^- 
racy was difcovered : a confpiracy !?he iiiore dan- 
gerous, as it appeared to havfe been formed by 
perfbns of the firft quality and influence. The 
^ * duke de Aveiro, of th? family of Mafcarenhas ; Ac 

iwarquis de Tavora, who had beeh viceroy of Goa, 
.«nd now a(aually enjoyed, the CQmmiflion of ge- 
neral of the horfe; .the count de Attpuguia, tKc 
marquis de Atloria, together with their wives, 
children, and whole f^imilres, wefe arrefted imme- 
diately after the affaflination, as principals in the 
defign; and many oihei: accomplices, including . 
fome Jefuits, were apprehended in thefequel. "THe 
further proceedings on this riiyfteripus affair,' with 
the fate of the confpi'rators, will be particularized 
5 'J among 
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ithbng the tranfafUons of the following year. At An. 1758, 
prcfent it will be fufficient tcT obferve, that the 
king^'a wounds were attended with no bad confe- 
qucnccs j nor did the imprifonment of thofe 
noblensien produce any difturbance in the king- 
dom. ..... 

The domeftic occurrences of France were tiflucd Continu- 
with a continuation of the difputes between the ^^}^^ of 
parliaments and clergy, touching the bull Unigc- between 
Ditus; In vain the king had interpofed his autho- the par- 
rity.; fiift propofing an accomnwdatioh -, then com- liameots 
manding the parliament to forbear taking cogni- ^"^ ^^^^' 
2ance\of a religious conteft, which did not fall un- frunce. 
der their jurifdidtion •, and, thirdly, banifhing their 
pcrfons, and abrogating their power. He after* 
wards found it neccflkry to the peace of his domi- 
nions to recall and rcinftate thofe vcsoerabJe pa- 
triots 5 and, being convinced of the intolerable in- 
folence and turbulent fpirit of the . archbifhc^ of ^ 
Paris,, had exiled that prelate in his turn. He was 
»no fooncr re-admitted to his funftion than he rch 
Aimed his former, conduft, touching the denial o£ 
the facramcnts to thofe who refufed to acknoiat- 
ledge the bull Unigenitus : he even afted with re- 
douWed 2cal ;. intrigued with the other prelates ; 
caballeji. among the; inferior clergy; and not only 
revived, but augniented the troubles througboiK 
the whole kingdom. Bifliops, curates^ and monk^, 
prefurticd to withald fpiritual confolation from pec- 
fons in 'extremity, and were punilhed by the civil 
^-powcr. Other parliaments of th&kingdom followed 
•the. example exhibited by that of Paris, in ifierting 
their authority and privileges. Tht king*, com- 
. manded them to defift, on pain of ingurring.his in- 
... B b 2 digna- 
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An. 1758. dtgnation: they rcmonftrated, and pcrfcvcrcdj 
while the archbilhop repeated his injunftions and 
cenfures, and continwcd to inflame the difpute to 
ftich a dangerous degree, that he was given to un* 
derftand he fhould be again obliged to quit the ca- 
pitol, if he did not proceed with more modera- 
tion. 
Mcifercs But the chief care of the French miniftry wa» 
taken by employed in regulating the finances, and eftablifh- 
ff ^ ^f^ s ^^& funds of credit for raifing money to pay fubfi- 
thatkh)g- dics^ and maintain the war in Europe and America*, 
dom to In the courfe of this year they had not only confi- 
^**'"'g . dtrably reinforced their armies in Germany, bu{ 
made furprifing efforts to fupply the colony of Ca- 
nada with troops, artillery, ftoreSy and anununition 
for its defence agaiirft the operations of the Britiih 
forces, which- greatly out numbered the French 
upon the continent. The court of VerfaiUcs prac- 
tffed every ftratagem ta elude the vigilance of the; 
Engli(h cruifers. The fhips deftined for Americsi 
-they detached, both fingle and in convoys, ibme* 
times from the Mediterranean, fometimes fronv 
their harbours in the Channel. They affemWed 
tranfports in one port, in order to withdraw the 
attention of their enemies from another where 
<heir convoys lay ready £ov failing; and in boifter- 
pus weather, when the Engliih could no longer 
block up their harbours, their ftorefliips came forth, 
^nd hazarded the voyage, for the relief of their 
American fettlements. Th<rfe that had the good 
fortune to arrive on the coaft of that continent, 
were obliged to have recourfe to different expcr 
dients for cfcaping the Britifh fqua4rons ftationed 
at Halifax> or cruifuig in the bay of St. Laurence. 

They 


G E O R G E ir. * ^9 

They cither ventwed to navigate the river, before An. 1758; 
it was ck^ar of the ice, fo early in the fpring, that 
tshe -enemy liad not yet quitted the harbour of No- 
va Scotia •, or they waited on the coaft of New- 
foundland for fuch thick fogs as might fcrccn them 
from the notice of the Englifti cruifers, in failing 
wp the gulph ; or, laftly, they penetrated through 
the ftreights of Belleiflej a dangerous paflage, 
which however led them difcftly into the river St. 
Laurence, at a confnierable diftance above the fta- 
tion of the Britifh ftjuadron. 

Though the French navy was by this time fo 
reduced, that it could neither face the Englilh at 
fea, nor furnifh proper convoys for the commerce, 
her miniftry neverthelefs attempted to alarm the 
fobjeds of Great Britain with the projeft of an in- 
vafion. Flat- bottomed boats were built, tranf- 
ports colle&ed, large Ihips of the line equipped, 
and troops ordered to affemble on the coaft for 
embarkation : but this was no more than a feint to 
aroufe the apprehenfion of the Englifh, difc'oncert 
the adminiftration, prejudice the national credit, 
and deter the government fnim fending forces to 
keep alive the war in Germany. A much more 
efFedbual method they took to diftrefs the triade of 
England, by laying up their ufelefs fliips of war, 
and encouraging the equipment of ftout priva- 
tieers, that did confiderable damage to the com- 
merce of Great Britain and Ireland, by cruifing in 
the fcas of Europe* and America. Some of them 
lay elofe in the harbours of the Channel, fronting 
the coaft of England, and darted out occafionally 
on the trading fliips of this nation, as they received 
intelligence from boats employed for that pyrpofc* 
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A«* 175^- Some chofc their ftation in the North Sc4, where 
a great number of captures were made upon the 
coaft of Scotland : others cruifed in the cheaps of 
the Channf 1^ and even f o. the weftward of Ireland ; 
but the far greater number fcoured the Jeas in the 
neighbourhood of the Leeward Iflands in the WeO: 
Indies, where they cook a prodigious number of 
BritiCh ihips, failing to and from the fug^r colonies, 
and conveyed them to their own fectknntents in 
Martinique, Guadalupe, or St, Domingo. 
Condua With rcfpeft to the war that raged in Germany, 
kin f ^^ ^^^^ ^^ Denmark wifely purlued that courfe 
Den- which happily prefervtd him from being involved 
msr]^. in thofe troubles by which great p^rt pf Europe 
was agitated, and terminated in that point of na- 
tional advantage which a king ought ever to have 
in view for the benefit of his people. Ry ob- 
ferving a fcrypulous neutrality, he inhanced his im- 
portance among' his neighbours : he faw himfelf 
courted by all the belligerant powers ;• he faved the 
blood and treafure of his fubjefts : he received 
Jarge fubfidies, in confideration of his forbearance ; 
imd enjoyed, unmokfted, a much more confider- 
able (hare of commerce than he could expedk to 
carry on, even in times of univerfal tranquillity. 
Jle could not perceive that the prote(lant religion 
had any thing to apprehend from the confederacy 
which wias formed againft the Pruflian monarch; 
nor was he mifled into all the expence, the perils^ 
and difquiets of a fanguinary war, by that ignis 
fatuus which hath leduced and impoycrifhed other 
opulent nations, under the fpecious title of the bal- 
lance cf power in Germany. Howfoever he might 
. Jje fwaycd by private inclination, he did not think 

it 
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it was a point of confcquence to his kingdom whe- An. i|r|^ 
ther PooiecaAia i^s poffeffcd by Sweden or Pruf- 
iia ; whether the French army was driven back 
beyond the Rbdne, or penetrat(^d once more ijnto 
che elcdloratiq of limcrfcr ; whether the Emprefs- ^ 
jqueen was ftripped of her remaining pofleiTions in 

Silefia^ or the k*—^ of P a circumfcribed 

within the original boiinds of his donainion. He 
took it for granted^ that France, for her owA fake, 
would j|^re>%nt the ruin of that enterprifing mo- 
narch ; and that the houfe of Auftria would not be 
fo impolitic, and blind to its own intereft, as to 
permit the eniprefs of Ruffia to make and retain 
conqucfts in the Empire : but, even if thcfe powers 
ihould be weak enough to ikcrifice all the maxints 
of found policy to caprice or refentment, he did 
not think himfclf fo deeply concerned in the event, 
as, for the ii^&^nt profpeft of what mlg^t po0ibly 
happen, to plunge headlong into a war that muft ^ 
be attended with certain and immediate difadvan- 
^ages. True it is, he had no hereditary eledorate 
in Germany that was threatened with invafioil i 
iior, if he had, is it to be fuppofed that a prince o£ 
Jiis fagacity and patriotifm would have impove-, 
rifhed his kingdom (rf* Denmark, for the. precarious 
defence of a diftant territory. It was refcrved for ^ 
another nation to adopt the pernicious abfurdity of 
wafting its blood and treafure, exhaufting jts reve- 
nues, loading its own back with the moft grievous 
Impofitidns, incurring an enormous debt big with 
bankruptcy and ruin $ in a word, of expending 
above an hundred and fifty millions fterling in 
fruitlefs efforts to defend a diftant country, the in- 
tire property of which was never valued* at one 
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twentieth part of that fum ; a country with which 
it had no natural conne6):ion, but a common al- 
liance arifing from accident. 

The king of Denmark, though himfclf a prince 
of the Empire, and poffefled of dominions in Ger- 
many, almoft contiguous to the fcencs of the prc- 
fent war, did not yet think himfelf fo nearly con- 
cerned in the iffue, as to declare himfclf either 
.principal or auxiliary in the quarrel. Yet he took 
ca,re to maintain his forces, by fea and land, upon a 
refpcAable footing i and, by this conduft, he not 
only provided for the fecurity of his own country, 
but over- awed the belligerant powers, whoconfi* 
dercd him as a prince capable of making either 
fcale preponderate, juft as he might chufe to trim 
the ballance. Thus he preferved his wealth, com- 
,merce, and confcquencc undimitiilhcd -, and, in- 
Head of being harraflPed as a party, was honoured 
as an umpire. Had Great Britain adhered to thefe 
prudent maxims, with regard to the continent, 
from which (he is, both by nature and intereft, in- 
finitely farther removed, fhe muft have been at 
this day One of the moft powerful, opulent, and 
happy nations that ever flouriflied on the face of 
the earth ; and, as arbitrefs of all Europe, would 
have furely afted a much more important part than 
Ihe now performs on the theatre of Germany. 

The United Provinces, though as averfe as his 
Danifti majefty to any participation in the war, did 
not however fo fcrupuloufly obferve the neutrality 
they profcfled : at leaft, the traders of that repub- 
lic, either from an inordinate thirft of lucre, or 
a fecret byafs in 'favour of the enemies of Great 
Britain:^ affifted the French commerce with all the 
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appearance of the moft flagrant partiality. We An. »75f, 
IwVe, in the beginning of this year's tranfadtions, 
obferved, that a great number of their (hips were 
taken by the Englifli cruifers, and condemned as 
legal prizes, for having French property on board : 
that the Dutch merchants, exalperated by their 
lofTes, exclaimed againfl thje Englifh as pirates and 
robbers, petitioned the States for redrefs in very 
high terms» and even loudly clamoured- for a war 
againfl: Great Britain. The charge of violence and 
injuftice which they brought againfl: theEnglilh, 
for taking and confifcating the fliips that tranf- 
ported to Europe the produce of the French iflanda 
in the Weft Indies, they founded on the tenth ar«p 
tide of a treaty of commerce between Great Bri^ 
taia and the States General of the United Provinces;, 
concluded in the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and fixty- eight, ftipulating, " That whatever (hall 
be found on board the fliips of the fubje'dts of the 
United Provinces, though the lading or part there- 
of may belong to the enemies of Great Britain^ 
(hall be free and unmolefted ; except thefe be pro* 
hibited goods, which are to be ferved in the man- 
ner prefcribed by the foregoing articles/* From 
this article the Dutch merchants argued, that, if 
ther« be no prohibited goods on board, the Englifli 
had no right ro ftop ©r moleft any qf their (hips, oi' 
make the leaft inquiry to whom the merchandize 
belonged, whence . it was brought, or whither 
bound. This plea the Engli(h cafuifts would by 
no means admit, for the following reafons : a ge- 
neral and perpetual licence to carry on t]Ke whole 
trade of their enemy, would be fuch a glaring ah- 
fvif dity as no convention coy W authorise ; CQm- 
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An* i75#. moll fenie h^ didkted, znd Grotius declared, due 
110 maa c;an be fuppofed to ^ave confented to an 
abfurdity: therefore the interpreution given by 
the Dutch to this article, could not be fuppofed to 
ht its true and genuine meaning ; which, indeed, 
relates to nothing more than the common courfe c^ 
trade, as it was ufually carried on in time of peace* 
But, even (bould this interpretation be accepted, 
the article, and the treaty itfelf, would be fuper- 
feded and annulled by a fubfequent treaty, con- 
cluded between the two nations in the year one 
thouiand fix hundred and feventy-five, and often 
confirmed fince that period, ftipulating, in a fecret 
article. That neither of the contra<%tng parties 
ihould give, nor confent that any of their fubjefts 
^nd inhabitants ihould give any aid, favour, or 
counfel, dircdlly or indircdly, by land or fea, or on 
the frelh voters ; nor ftiould fvirnifh, or permit the 
fubjeds or inhabitants of their refpeftivc territories, 
to furniih any (hips, foldiers, feamen, vi<5tuals, mo- 
neys, inftruments of war, gunpowder, or any other 
Dcceffaries for making war, to the enemies of either 
party, of any rank or condition foever. Now the 
Dutch have infringed this article in miny inftances, 
during the prefent war, both in Europe and Ame- 
rica ; and, as they have fo openly contravened one 
treaty, the Englifli are not obliged to obfcrve any 
Dther. They, moreover, forfeited all right to the - 
obfcrvance of the treaty in qjaeftion, by refufing 
the fuccours with .which they were bound, in the 
mofl: folemn manner, to furniih the king of Great 
Britain, in cafe any of his territories in. Europe 
ihoukl be attacked: for nothing could be more 
weak and frivolous than the allegauon upon which 

this 
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this rcfufal was founded ', namely, that the hofti- An. 171?. 
litics in Eu«>pc were comnienceci by the Engliih, 
when they feized and confifcated the vefliels of 
France v and they, hcmg the aggreflbrs, had no 
right to 3i>fift upon the fuccours ftipulated in ^ 
treaty which was purely dcfenfive. If this argu- ^ 
ment has any weight, the treaty itfelf can have no ^ 
fignification. The French, as they did in the 
prefent cafe, will always commence the war in 
America -^ and when their fliips, containing rein* 
forcements and ftores for the maintenance of that 
war, Ihall be taken oh the European fiais, perhaps 
in confequence of their being expofed for that pur- 
-pofe, they will exclaim, that theEnglilh w^re the 
^ggreffors in Europe, confequently deprived of all 
benefit accruing from the defenfivc treaty fubfifting 
between them and the States General of the United 
Provinces. It being impoffible for the Englifti to 
terminate the war, while their enemies derive the 
finews of it from their commerce carried on in neu- 
tral bottoms, they are obliged to fupprefs fuch.col- 
lufion,by that neceffity which Grotius himfelf hath 
jillowed to be a fufficicnt excufe for deviating from 
the letter of any treaty whatfoever. In time of , 

peace no Dutch fhips were permitted to carry the . 
produce of any French fugar ifland, or even to 
trade in any of the French ports in America or 
the Weft-Indies ; confequently the treaty which 
fhey quote can never juftify them in carrying on 
^ commerce, which, as it did not exift, and was 
not forefcen, could not poflibly be guarded againft 
when that convention was ratified. Grotius, whole 
^luthofity is held in fuch veneration among the 
Putch, has determined, that every nation has a 

right 
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As. f75t. right to feize and confiicate the goods of any necr- 
Cral power, which (hall attempt to cany them into 
any place which is blocked up by that nation, ei- 
ther by land or fea. The French iflanda in the 
Weft- Indies were fo blocked up by the Englifh 
cruifers, that they could receive no relief from 
^ their own government, confequently no neutral 
power could attempt to fupply them without fall- 
ing under this^predicament *• 

It 


^IntbettigpiofkingWiL: 
Ham, wh«n tlie Eoglib aod 
Durdi were engaged in a war 
againft France* the northern 
powers of Sweden and Den- 
mark fttempted to carry on 
the French commerce, under 
the (hade of neutrality ; but 
the Dutch and Englilh joined 
in ieizingtheveffeU that were 
thus employed; Complaints 
6{ theie captures were made 
at London and the Hague, 
^nd the complainants were 
ffivcn to underftand at both 
places, that they (hould not 
be allowed to carry on any 
trade with France, but what 
was ufual in time of peace. 
Jn confequencc of this decla- 
ration, Mr. Groning formed 
the defign of writing a trea- 
tife on the freedom of navi- 
U;ation, and commynkated the 
plan of his work to the cele- 
brated Puffendorf, who Agni- 
zed his fentiments in the fol- 
lowing letter^ which is pre- 
ferved by the learned Barbey- 
r^c, in hb not^ upon that 


author's treattfe on die law of 
nature and nations. 

** The work. Sir, which 
you have in view, relaring to 
the liberty of navigation, cx-« 
cites my curiofity. It is a cu- 
rious fubjeft, which no perfbn 
that I know of has yet parti- 
cularly handled. I very much 
fear, however, if J may judge 
from your letter, that you will 
find people who will difpute 
your notions. The queiUon 
is certainly one of thofe which 
have not yet been (ettled on 
any clear or undeniable prin* 
cipics, fo as to afford a gene* 
ral ryle to mankind. In alt 
the exaniples brought on thb 
fubjedt, there is ^ mixture of 
right and fa£l. E^ch nation 
ufually allows, or forbids, the 
maritime commerce of neu- 
tral people with its enemy», 
either according as it happens 
to be its intereft to preferve 
the friendihip of thofe peo- 
ple, or it finds itfelf ftrpng 
enough to obtaiti firom then) 
what it re^uires^ For exam- 


E O R G E It 


997 


It was for thcfc rcafons that the king of England ^- ^7$** 
declared, by the mouth of Mr. Yorke, his mini- r^^^^j^^ 

ft^r on the 


pie, the Engliih and Dutch^ 
may fay, without abfurdity, 
that it is lawful for them to do 
all the mifchief they can to 
the French^ with whom they 


tions, fo, in order to form a o^ |>oth 
folid judgment of tlie point nation|» 
in queftion, we ought previ- 
oufly to examine what treaties 
fubfift between the northern 


are at war» and, confequient- . crowns on one part, andEog- 
ly, to employ the method land and Holland on the 


moft proper to weaken them, 
which is to ttaverfe and ruin 
their trade. They fay it is not 
reafonable that neutral na- 
tions fliould enrich themfelves 
^t their expence, and, by en- 
groffing a commerce which 
the Engliih and Putch are de- 
prived of, furnifh the French 
with money to maintain the 
war. This feems the rather 
jail, becaufe England and 
Holland commonly favour the 
trade of neutral nations, by 
fuffering them to tranfport, 
«nd fell in foreign markets, 
merchandize of their own 
growth and manufadture. In 
ihort, they fay that they are 
trilling to leave them in pof- 
ieifipn of the trade they ufU- 
ally carry on in time of peace ; 
but they cannot fee them take 
advantage of the war, to ex- 
tend their comnierce to the 
prejudice of England and 
Holland : but as this matter 
of trade and navigation does 
jiot fo much depend upon 


other ; and whether thefe laft 
powers have offered the fop- 
tner juft and reaibnable con- 
ditions. On the other hand, 
neverthelefs, if the northern 
princes can maintain their 
trade with France, by fending 
firong convoys with "their 
fleets, I iee nothing to blame 
in this praftiee, provided thfrhr 
velfeU have no contraband 
merchandize on board. The 
laws of humanity and equity 
between nations, do not ex- 
tend ib far as to require, with- 
out any apparent neceflity, 
that one people fhould give 
up their profit in favour of 
another. But as the avuriee 
of merchants ifria gi^at, that, 
for the fmalleft gain, they 
make no fcruple of exceed ing^ 
the juft bounds of commerce; 
fo nations that are at war 
may certainly viftt neutral 
fhips, and if they find prohi- 
bited goods on board, have a 
full right to confifcate them.. 
Befides, I am n6t at all fur- 


rules founded on a general prized, that the northern 
law, as upon conventions crowns have a greater regard 
made between particular na- . to .the general intereil of £|i- 

. rope. 
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An. 175I ftcr plenipotentiary at the Hague, in a c;onfere0ce 
held in the nKMiih of Auguft with the deputies of thei 
States-general, that though he was ready to concur 
in every meafure that fhouid be propoied for giv- 
ing fatisfaftion to their High Mightinefles, with 
whom he had always ftudied to live in the moft 
pcrfeft union, he was ncverthelefs determined, not 
to fuflfer the trade of the French colonies in Ame- 
rica to be carried on by the fubjefts of other pow- 
jers,. under the fpecious pretext of neutrality ; nor 
to permit words to be interpreted as a licence to 
drive a trade with his etiemies, which, though not 
particularly fpecified in the articles of contraband, 
was neverthelefs rendered fuch in aU rei^ds, and 
in every fenfe, by the nature of the circumftances^ 
It is not at all more furprifing, that the Dutch mer- 
chants ihould complain, than that the Engliih go.* 
' vernment fhouid perfift in confifcatingtheihlps that 
* were found to contain the merchandize of their ene- 
mies. The individual traders of every mercantile 
nation will runconiiderablerifques inextending their 
particular commerce, even when they know it muft 
be. detrimental to the general intereft of their 
country. In the war maintained by the confede- 
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rope, than to the complaints ens Europe with Hayery, and 

of fome rapacious merchants, the Proteftant religion with 

who care not how matters ruin. This being the intereft 

go, provided they can fatisfy of the northern crowns, it is 

their thirft of lucre. Thefe neither juft nor neceffary^ 
princes wifely judge, that itis • that, for a prefent advantage, 

not at all convenient for them they (hould interrupt fuch a 

to precipitate meafures, while falutary defign, efpecially as 

other nations unite all their they neither incur the fmalleft 

forces, to reduce within expence, nor run the leaft 

bounds an infolent and ex* hazard, &c.'^ 
tbitant power which threat- 
rates 
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fates agamft Louis XIV. of France, the merchant An. tjst* 
fliips of^ the Dutch carried on an uninterrupted 
trade to the French ports ; and notwithftanding 
the repeated foUicitations of England^ the Stated 
General could never be prevailed upon to prohibit, 
this commerce, which undoubtedly enabled France 
to protraft the war. The truth is, they gave the 
Britifh miniftry to undcrftand, that unlefs they con- 
nived at this traffick, their fabjefts coold notpofli- 
bly defray their proportion of the expencc at whic^h 
the war was mamtained. It is well known thrcf 
all Europe, that the fubjefts of the Unhed Pro- 
vinces reaped confidcrable advantage, not only 
from this branch of illicit trade, but 'alfo by pro- 
viding for both armies in Flanders, and by the 
praftice of ftock-jobbing in England j Cdnfequently 
it was not the intereft, Either of the States Gene- 
ral, or the Englifli general, between whom there 
was a very good underftanding, to bring that war 
to a fpeedy conclufion i nor, indeed^ oiight we to 
'fix the imputation of partiality upon a whole na- 
tion, for the private conduft of individuals, inflii. 
cnced by motives of felf-intereft, which operate 
with the fame energy ifi Holland, and among the 
fubjefit;s of Great Britain. In the' courfe of the 
laft war, fuch. a fcaiidalous appetite for gain pre- 
vailed in different parts of the Britifh dominion;^, 
that the'French iflands were a^Stually fupplied witli 
provifions, flaves, and lumber from Ireland, and - 
the Britilh colonies in North America -, and Marti- 
nique, in particular, tnuft have furrendered to the 
commander of the Englifh fquadron ftationed in 
thofe feas, had it not been thus fupported by Eng- i 
lilh fubjefts. Certain it is, the Dutch had forijc 

- rcafon 
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An. I7S** rcafon to complain that they were decoyed iiuo Mi 
fpecies of traffick by the article of a treaty which, 
in their opinion, admitted of no limitation ; and 
that the government of Great Britain, without any 
previous warning, or explaining its fentiments on 
this fubjeft^ fwept the fea at once.of all their vcffels 
employed in this commerce, and condemned them> 
without mitigation, to the entire ruin of man/ 
thoufand families. Confiidering the intimate con- 
nexion of mutual intereft fubfifting between Grcac 
Britain and the States of the United. Provinces, 
they feem to have had feme right to an intimation 
' of this nature, which, in all probability, would 
have induced them to refign all profpedt of advan* 
tage from the profecution of fuch a traffick. 
Cbnfe^ Befides the univerfal clamour excited in Holland, 
rencesbe- and the famous memorial prefented to the States 
B^'ri^ * General, which we have already mentioned in ano- 
ambafla- .^her place, a deputation of merchants waited four 
dor and times fucccffively on the Princels Regent, to ex- 
tiie States j^^^ ^j^^jj. grievances, and demand her concurrence 
General, f • l r l r - r 

m augmentmg the navy for the prcicrvation of 

^ their commerce. She promifcd to interpofe her 
bell, offices with the court of Great Britain ; and 
thefe co-operating , with reprcfcntations made by 
the States General, the Englifli mrnifterwas em- 
powered to open conferences at the Hague, in or* 
der to bring all matters in difpute to an amicable 
accommodation. Thefe endeavours, however, 
proved ineffeftual. The Britifh cruifers continued 
to take, and the Britifh courts to condemn, ail Dutch 
veflels containing the produce of the French fugar 
iflands. The merchants of Holland and Z ealand 
renewed their complaint^ with redoubled clamour, 

and 
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, and a^lthe trading p^rt of the i^ation, reittforccd by An, i75*» 
ithe whole party that«qppofed the boufe of Orange, 
4:ried alood for an itn^edilite augnaepcation of the 
^annje, and reprifals ))pDn the pirates of England. 
The priiurcis, m ord^r to avoid extren3itie3, wasi 
ohKg^ <npjt <QnIy to ^n^pioy aU her perfonal influ- 
4&rKe with ^ St^afies GeoeTal;^ but alfp to play off 
.on^ fa&ion againft another in the ^ay of.remo^- 
France and exclamation. 

A^ fs^rback as thes^.moi^h of June, fheprefented Manage^ 
a miworial io ibe ^utes General, reminding then), ?»ent of 
that in, die beginplbg pf the ^ar between France ^^t jT"' 
<^ui^. ^1^^, flxe had advif^d an aiigmentatioyn gent. , 
ihovdd |3^e made in their iaad-force^ r^o ftrdtigthen 

' the^g^jrrifpnsxif tbp frontier towas, and cover the ^ 
<terricories of the republic from invafion. She 
^av;e tfcem to uadierilpd, that ^hc provinces of 
Gueldces and Overyflel, intimidated by the proiu- 
^mky pf two ^rmidable armies, had refolved to d^- 
mand^ th^t the aug^ieiitation of their land-forces 
ihoQld .be taiken irno '^nfideration 'by the other 
^roviiaoe^ ; and peqmefted her to reinforce their fo- 
^lic^tjitifHis that thk nijeafure might immediately 
tal^^ ^l^ce. This requeft, ihe faid, flie the moi^ 
ir4^Iy grjafii^, as. ikic could not but be feafible of 
{lie Iqwiittent danger that threatened the republic, 
efpeciaHy fince the Hanoverian army had pa0ed the 
Khtftc; a»d as it behoved the date to put iticlf isk \ 
Z CQtndiltdn to h2n4^r j^her army from retiring intd 
^he tesritories of the republic, if it fhould be de- 
feated i fW9 in that caiV, the conqueror being au- 
.thorb^td to purfue his enemy where/er he can find 
him, would bring the war into the heart of their 
co«itttry. This repre^a4;ation had no orlier effect 
th^ t-ha; of fiMp^pdiog the.meafure which each 
^^iTl^mb. i^. C c party 
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An. 1758. party propofed. The princefs, in her ahfwer to the 
fourth deputation of the merchants, declared that 
flie beheld the prefent ftatc of their trade with the 
•moft anxious concern ; that its want of proteftion 
was not her fault, but that of the towns of Dort, 
Haarlem, Amfterdam, Torgau, Rotterdam^, and 
the Brille, to whofe conduft it was owing, tlialt the 
forces of the ftate, by fea and land, were not no^ 
on a better footing. The deputies were afterwards 
referred to her rninifter Mr. de la Larrcy, to whom 
they reprefented, that the augmentation of the 
land-forces, and the equipment of a fleet, were 
matters as difttnft from each other as light fron* 
darknefs : that there was no prefling motive for an 
augmentation of the army ; whereas, innumera:- 
ble reafons rendered the equipment of a fleet a 
matter of the moft urgent neceflity. I A a few days 
after this reprefentation was made, the princefs, in 
an aflfembly of the States General, requeflred their 
High MightinefTes, that feeing their cameft and 
repeated efforts to induce the provinces of Hol- 
land, Zealand, Frielland, and Weft-Friefland, to 
acquiefce in the propofed augmentation' of forces 
by fea and land, had not hitherto met with fuccefs, 
they would now confider and deliberate upoii 
fome expedient for terminating this afiiir, and the 
fooner the better, in order^ on one hand, to fatisfy 
the ftrong and well-grounded inltances made by 
the provinces of Gueldres, Utrecht, OveryflTel^ 
and Groningen ; and, on the other, to compljr 
w:th the- ardent juft defires expreflTed by the com- 
mercial inhabitants of the country. She tc^d them, 
jhat the disputation which waited on her conlifted 
of forty merchants, a number that merited atten^ 
tion no lefs than the ipeech they pronounced, of 

which 
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ahkh a* great number of printed tbfit^ were dif- An. 175^. 
tributcd through ail pafts of the ctftfnwy.- ' With- 
out making any pafticUlai^^emarks on;' the'ha-'' 
r^ngfue, (he only obfefrved /that the- drift of it did* 
not tend^ fo^icilitate the negcciatiort Begun with- 
Great Britain^ nor to indi^rcei the natidn to prefer a' 
conyentioh . to a rupture with that crowfi. Frohi 
this dif cUmftance ffie inferred, it wfes ttore thart^ 
time to fimftt thfe deUberatibiis on the.propofal for* 
augmemirtg the forces both by lea and' hnd ; a' 
meafufe, without which (he was convinced in her 
conftiefl^e the ftate'was^and would always remain,' 
expofed/Jtb'dl forts <tf 'misfortune and darigcri both 
now.andhifl&aftef, — - 1- 

• In? -torifequence ^of tfeis interpofition, the States' Subftance 
General chat fatpe day fent a letter tothc ffates of of a letter 

Holland '&nd WeftrFrieflahd, commuriicaHng'thc state* 
fciuamerits of' the Prift^efs Regeht,* -ihd -infifting" beneral 
upon the necefflty -of ' coiftplying with her prppo- ^^ ^^^ 
fal of the double augmentation. TKey obferved, HoUand 
that an augmentation of 'fteland^fyrcesV'fw ther' andWeft- 
defenc^ of the frontiers, waS unavdidaMe, as welt' Friefland^ 
as an .equipment by feA for the iectmty of cotii-^ 
mercfe; that the dates of the provinces of Guel- 
drrs, Utrecht, OverylfeH and Gron?ngen, joined* 
with theih in. the fimeopinibnV and accordingly 
had ililiffiedi by divers letters and propofitions, on 
thofe two points fo effential to the public intereft. 
They rejirefented the danger of delay, and the fa- 
tal eflFefts of difcord : they propofed, that by a re- 
ciprocal indulgence one party ftiould comply with 
the fentiments of the other, in order to avoid a 
fchifm and dangerous divifion among the confede- 
rates, the €onfcquence3 of which would be very 
deplorable •, while the republic, in the mean time, . 

- C c 2 would 
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Am. 175&. would remam in z defenceless condition, both bf 
fea and land, and depend upon the arbitrary power^ 
of Its neighbours* They conjured thtm, there*- 
fore, as they valued the fafety of their couatry^ . 
and all that wad dear to thtm $ as they regarded 
the protedion cf the good inhalSitantSt the con- 
eord and harmony, whidi at all ti^iefi^but tfpe- 
cialty at the prefent crkical juA£lure, was tif the 
laft neceffity, that they would ierio^y itAed; 
upon the ej^r^atbns <^ her royal highnefsy as* 
well as €^ th$ repeated inftance^ of ^ o^ajority oi 
the confederates ; and take a wif^ and faJvit^ rc^ 
folution. With regard to^ the propofed aiugnienta- 
tioh of the land-forces ; fo that this addition, tch 
gether with an c;quipment at fea» oiight, theiboner 
. the better, be unaaimopfly brought to a condkifion.^ 
. it was undoubtedly the duty of all, wlN> wiib- 
. ed well to their country, to jnoderate the heal 
and precipitation <if thoie, who, prqvcdsjed bjr 
; their loiCbs^and Simulated by r<(entmtiit» endea- 
voured at this period tp inyblvf their natioain a 
wiar with Great Britain. . Had matters been ptHhed 
to this extrenuty, in a few months tht republic 
would, in all probabiiify, have beeto brQughr tt^ 
the brink of ruin. The Dutch were diftrafted by 
internal divi(iofis; they were altogether unpro* 
vided for hodilities by fea ; the ocean w^ covered 
with their trading yeiiels ; and the naval arma- 
ments of Great Britain were fo numerons and pow- 
erful, as to render all reliitance on that clement 
equally vain and pernicious. The Engtiih could 
not only have fcoured the leas, and made.prize of 
I ^ ihipplng, but were alfo in a condition to re- 
duce or demoliflx all their towns in Zealand, 

where-' 
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^>iert Aey would hardly ba^c met widj any oppo- ■*?• >75*- 

fitiohi ; ^ 

'Whilt the bperatwifts; itf the WM* were profccutcd Domeftic 
through the four quarters 01^ the globe, the iflaad occur- 
of Great Britain, which may be termed the centre J^J^^JJ "* 
that gave motion to thk vaft n^acKine, enjoyed ail Britain* 
the tranquiflity of the tnolt profownrf peace, ahd faw 
nothing of war but the preparations and t^o^^ies, 
which ferred only to animate the nation to a defire 
of further conqueft : for the dejeftion occafioned 
by the ttirislbrtune at St. Cas, foon vanifhed before 
the profpeft of viftory and foccefs. Confidering 
the agitation naturally produced among the com- 
mOn people, by the pratftice of ^'effing men into 
the fcrvice of the navy, which, in the beginning 
of the ' year, had been carried on with unuiua! vio- 
lence ; the levy of ,fo ntany new corps of foldiers, and 
the endeavours ufed in forming the national ihili* 
tia, very few difturbances happened to interrupt 
the internal Tcpofe of the nation. From private 
afts of malice, fraud, violence, ^nd rapine, no 
community whatfoevcr is exempted. In the month , 
<tf April, the temporary wooden- bridge over the 
Thames, built for the tonveniency of carriages 
and pafiengrrs, while the workmen fhould be em-^ 
ployed in widening and rep^ring London -Bridge, 
was maficioufly feton fire in the night, and con-, 
tinued burning till noon next day, when the ruins 
of it fell into the river, Thedeftruftion of this 
convenicnty proved very detrimental to the com- 
merce of the city ; nocwithftanding the vigilancy 
and difcretion of the magiftrates, in applying reme- 
dies for this misfortune. A promife of the king's 
pardon was offered in a public advertifement, by . 

<^c 3 the 
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An. 175*. the fecretary of ftatc,jlncl a rci^rartl of two hpndrcd 

pounds by the city of London, to any perfon whq 

fliould difcover the piejrpetrator of fuch a wicked 

outrage ; but neverthdeis he efcaped deteftionf 

No individual^ nor any ibciety of men, could have 

the lead intereft in the. execution of fuch a fcheme, 

except the bpdy of X/>ndon wat*ern)en : but as no 

difqovery .^as , made to. the prejudice of any per- 

Ibn belonging. to that fociety, the deed was imputed 

to the malice of fopic fccret enemy of the public. 

Even after a new temporary bridge wa^.erpded, 

another ati;empt was made (ii) ^U probs^bility by 

the fame incendiary) to reduce the whole to aflics, 

))ut happily mifcarried \ and a, guard was appointed 

to prevent any fuch atrocious efforts in the iequel. 

Turrmlt Dangerous tumults were r^ifed in and. about 

in Lanca- Manchcfter, by a prodigious number pf manqfa^u- 

Airc* fgj-Sj who had left offworking, ^nd entered into a 

<:ombination to raife, by force, the price of their 

labour. They had formed a regular plan, and col- 

lefted large funis for the maintenance of the p^KJrer 

' fort, white they refufedtQ work for thdr families, 

Tl?ey infulted and ^bufcd. all thofe .who would not 

join in thi* defection ; dlfpS^fd incendiary letters, 

^nd den9ij|n<;e<i tprribl^tlyefita againfl: all; fuch as 

fhould prcfume tq. oppofe their proceedings. But 

. thcfc i^^n^ges had r^ effect .jupon the magiftrates 

and jufl.ic?s, who did their 4^ty^ with fuch difcre* 

lioii and courage, that, ihp ringlea.ders being 

Angled out, , and .pyriiflied by Ifiw, the, reft wer^ 

^n red^c?d. to.ordcr. \ 

Trial of I^ ^hc month of June Florence Henfey, an.ob- 

Dr.Hen- fcure phyfician, ahd native of Ireland, who had 

ftv. \^^^ #pprel)cnde{J for treafonable pradifes, wa^ 

. ^ trie4 
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tried at the court of King's Bench, on an indift-* Ab. 1758. 
ment for high treafon. In the courfe of the- trial 
it app<eared» that he had been en>ployed as a fpy 
for the French miniftcy. ; to which, in confidera* 
tipfi of a paultry penfion, he fent intelligence oi 
every material occurrence in Great Britain. The 
cqrrefpondence was managed by his brother, a Je- 
fuit, who afted as*chaplain and fccretary to the 
Spani0i ambaffador at the Hague. The Britilh re^ 
fident.at that court, having learned from the Spa- 
ai(h miniiler fome iecrets relating to England, 
evea b^fpre they were communicated to him from 
the Englilh piiniftry, was induced to fet on foot an 
inquky touching, the iburce of this, information ; 
and fopn received. an aflurajnce, that the fecretary 
of th^ Sp^nifli amb^^flador had a. brother, a phyfi- 
ciaHft ^t Lp;idQn» Tjie fulpicion, naturally arrfing 
from thi^ circumftance, . being imparted to the mi-^ ^ 
niftry of England, Henfey >yas narrowly watched, 
and twenty-nine of jiis letters were intercepted, 
Fromth? contents of thefe he was convifted of 
having, given the French court the firft notice of 
the expedition to Nprth America, the capture of » 
the twoklhips Alcide and Lys, the failing and drfti- 
pation of every fqgadron aiid armament, and the 
diificultic? that occurred in raifing nv>Qey for the 
fervice of the public. He had even informed thern 
that the fecret eif pedition of the foregoing year 
was intended againd Rochfort^* and advifed ^ 
defcent upon Great Britain, at a certain time and 
place, as the mod efFciftual method of difttefSng 
the government, an.d aiFc<5ting the public credit. 
After along trial he was ft^und guilty of treafon, 
and received the fcntence of dcith ufually pro- 
,^ C c 4 pounced 
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Aa, irs^. nounced on fuch occaHons t but whether he earaed 
forgivenefs by (bme material difcovery, or the JBf- 
nrftef found him to infenfible and irifigmficant that 
he was afhamed to take his life, he efeaped eHecu^ 
tici>, and was pardoned, on condition of going into 
perpetual exile. 
Trial of The feverity of thc-g— — t was much about the 
Dr.Shcb- f^^^ period exercifed on Dr. Shebbearc, a puWic 
writer, who, in a ferics of printed letters lo the 
people of England, had animadverted on the con- 
dud of the m— -y in the moii acrimonious terms, 
ftigmatized fame great names with all the Tiru- 
knee of cinfure, and even affaulted the t- — ne H- 
felf with oblique mfmuition and ironical iatire. 

The m y, ihcenfed at tht boldncfs, tLnd ftrfl 

more enraged at the fuccefs of this author, whofe 
Ipvritings were bought with avidity by the public, 
determined to pumlh him fevercly for bb arro- 
gance and abufe ; and he was apprehended by war- 
rant from the fecretary's office. His fixth letter to 
the people of England lifai pitched upon as the 
foundsrtion of a profecution. After a ftiort trial, in 
the court of King's Bench^ he was found guihy of 
having writ the fixth letter to the people of Eng- 
land, adjudged a Itbellous pamphlet, fentencedtb 
ftand in the pillory, to pay a fmali fine, to be tm- 
prifoned three years, and give fecurity for his" fu- 
ture good behtlvioar :' fo that, in effeft, this mtn 
furfered more for having given rent to the un- 
|;uarded effufiorts of miftaken zeal, couched in the 
btnguige of pafllon and fcurrility, thstn was Jnflifted 
upon Henfey, a convifted trsutor^ who had idled 
as a fpy for France, txnd bet^'ayed his own country 
for hire, 

Amidft 
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* Attlfdft a variety of crifrtes and difordcrs, arifing An. tj^t, 
from ifm^etwofity of teiiipei^, unrtkif d paffion, luxu- Initttui 
ry^ cKtrivagftncc, and an rfmoft total want of police |f" . ?' 
a^ fobordlnsition, the virtues of benevolence are 
always fpfinging up to an extraordinary growth in 
thefJriftifhfoit; and here charities are often efta- 
bliflied by the humanity of individuals, which ia 
any other country would be honouftd as national 
tnftitution$r witnefs the great number of hofpitals 
and infirmaries in London and Weftminfter, ercft- 
ed ind maintained by voluntary contributions, or 
t9i{k& by the princely donations of private foun- 
ders. In the courfe of thrs year the public began 
to enjoy the benefit of feveral admirable inftitu- 
txons. Mr. H^nry Raine, a private gentleman of 
. Middlefex, had in his life-time built and endowed ^ 
an hofpital ftr the maintenance of forty poor 
maidens! . By his will he bequeathed a certain fum 
of money to accuibUlatc at intereft, under the ma* 
nagement of truftees, until the yearly produce 
^ ihould amount to tWo hundred and ten pounds, to 

J5 be given In marriage-portions to two of the 

^ maidens educated in his hofpital, at the' age of 

twcftty-two; who ftiould be the beft recommended 
for piety and induftry by the matters or miftrcfles 
whom they had ferved. In the month of March^ 
the fum . deftined for this laudable purpofe was 
completed ; whett the truttees, by public advertifcr 
ment, lummoned the maidens educated in the hol^ 
'pital to appear on a certain day, with proper "certi- 
ficates of their behaviour tod circumftances, that 
Ax of the moft deferving might be felefted to draw 
lots for the prize of one hundred pounds, to be 
payed as her marriage-portiofi, provided Ihc mar- 
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4ot<7S^« rieda maaof an unblemtlhed character, a'member 
of the church of England, refiding within certain 
' fpeci6ed parifhes, and approved by the truftees* 
Accordingly on the 'firft of May the candidates ap- 
peared ; and the prize being gained by one young 
woman, in prefence of a numerous ailembly of all 
ranks, attraded by curiofity, the other five maidens, 
with a fixth, added in lieu of her who had been 
fuccefsful, were marked for a fecond chance on the 
fame day of the following year, when a fecond. 
prize of the fame value would be prefented : thus 
a new candidate will be added every year, that 
every maiden who has been educated in this hof-; 
pita^ and preferved her charader without reproach* 
may have a chance for the noble donation, which is 
alfo accompanied with the fum of five pounds to 
defray the cxpcnce of the wedding entertainment. 
One fcarce knows whether mod to admire the plan, 
or commend the humanity of this excellent infti- 
tution. 
Msgda- Of equd and perhaps fuperior merit wa$ another 
len-hofpi. charitable eftablifliment, which alfo took efFed 
Af ham ^^^^^ ^^^ period. A fmall number of humane 
individuals, chiefly citizens of London* deeply af? 
feded with the fituation of common prgftitjutes* 
who are^ certainly the moil: forlorn of all hutnan 
ireatures, formed a generous, refolution , in their 
favour, fuch as even the beft men of the kingdom 
had never before the courage to avow. They coQ- 
fidered that many of thofe unhappy creature^, fo 
wretched in themfelves, and fo produdlve of .mi(^ 
chief to fociety, had been feduced to vice in their 
tender years by the perfidious artifice of the other 
fcx, or the violence pf unruly paffion, before they 

ha* 
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had acqutre4 experien« to guard agalnft the one^ An* i;s^ 
or forefight to perceive the fatal confequeoces of 
the oth^r ; that thp jew^l, reputation, being, thus 
irretrievably loft, perhaps in one unguarded mo-. 
nicnt, they were covered with Ihamc . aijd.dilgraceu ^ 
abandoned by their families, excluded froo). all pity^ 
regard, and aififtance ; that, ftung with felf-con^ 
viftion* infulted with reproach, denied the priyi-^ 
)ege of penitence and contrition, cut off from all 
hope, impelled by indigence^ and maddeqed with 
defpair, thpy had plunged into a life of infamy, in 
which they were expofed to deplorable viciflitudes 
of mifery, and the mpft excruciating pangs of rc- 
^eAion that any human beings could fuftain.: thac 
whatever remorf? they might feel, howfoever detcft , 
f heir own vice, or long for an opportunity of 
amendment, they were intirely deftitute of .all 
pieans of reformation : they were, not only deprived 
of all poflSbility of profiting by thofe precious 
moments of repentancp^ and becoming again ufe*» ' 
ful member^ of fociety ; but, in order, to earn a 
miferable fubfiftence, were, obliged to perfcvere in 
fhe paths of proftitu^ion, , and aft as the inftru- 
nients of heaven's vengeance in prop^^gating dif- 
tcmper and profligacy, in ,ryining the bodies and 
debauching the miqds of their, fellow creatures. 
Moved to fympathy and compallion by thefe con- 
iiderations, this virtuous band of aflfociates deter- 
fnined to provide a comfortable afylum for feiflale 
penitents, to which they might fly for Ihelter from 
jhe receptacles of vice, the miferies of life^ and the 
fcorn of mankind ; where they might indulge the 
falutary fentiments of rcmorfe, make their peace 
with heaven, accuftom themselves tpinduftry and 
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^«^^75*- tmfpcTAncty and -be proflta&Iy reunited to focictf, 
from wWdfi they had btcn fb unhappily <fifievered. 
The pkn of tfcfs txceRtnt filffitutton being formed, 
was put in excctitbn bymeansof volurttary fubfcrip- 
tion, and the hou(e opened in GoodmanV fields, 
under the name of the Magdalen- hof^hal, in the 
month of Auguft; when fifty petitions were prc- 
fented by penitent proftitutes, foliciting admittance. 
Another afylum was alfb opened by the hand of 
prrrate charity, on the Surry-fidc of Wcftminfbcr- 
bridge, for the reception and education of -female 
orphans, and children abandoned by their parents: 
and no doubt the managers of both will be enabled, 
by the contributions of the tender-hearted and 
humane, to extend their proteftion over every ob^ 
jeft labouring tinder thofc fpecies of dlftrcls which 
they |*)r6pofe to relieve. 
Society Nor was encouragement refufecf to thofc who 
fcr the diftinguifhed thcmfelves by extraordinary talents 
^l^^lf' ift iny branch of the liberal and ufeftil ans and 
arts. fcicnces, though no Maecenas appeared among the 
minifters, and not thd Icaft ray of patronage glim- 
mered from the throne.'!^ The proteftion, coun- 
tenance, and gratification^ fecured in other coun- 
tries by the inftitution of academics, and the libe- 
rality of princes, the inge^nious in England derived 
from the generofity of a public, endued with tafte 
and fenfibility, eager for improvement, and proud 
' of patronizing extraordinary merit. Several years 
had already elapfcd fince 'a fociety of private per- 
Tons was inftitutcd at London, for the encoiirage- 
ment of arts, manufadlures, and commerce. It 
tronfifted of a prefident, vice-prefident, fecrctary, 
rcgifter, colleAor, and other officers, elcfted from 

a very 
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a very coQ|fi4efable niimber of members, who payed An 
a certain yearly contrihu^ioQ for the purpoies of the. 
uiftitiuipn. In the cgprftc pf every year they Held 
eight gfeneralineettng^ .in a large afietnUy-ropfii^ 
built Md furaiihed at the common txpence ^ be-- 
fides the. ordinary meeci(\gs of the focii^ty^ lieM> 
every j/^ee^ from the fecpnd Wednefday inNovem*. 
bcr to the lali. Wedneid^y ^of May i and, in ithe 'm^ 
termediatc Jtin^ on the firi}: land third Weflncfdiy*. 
of eve^ ;mp^th. At ihck ordinary nteednfgSi pio-- 
vided the nfwbpT ^^ prf^fent excee4ed |Cen» fh^ 
members had .a right to proceed upon b^finef^ and 
power to appoint inch coRHpittees ^, (hf^ Ibould 
think necefiary^ The moi?^ cootrilM^d . bf t}»» 
a0bdatioi), afc^ the neceifary exp^nce of ihe ib- ^ 
ciety bad >eett dcdvi^Ni* . ^»s expim^ m put^ 
miuG[3^f f«dr p)antifl^ ai^ hj^&^ty v fpt! idi&romries 
and improfreaieiiifi ia chemiftry, dyi^ and utioe- 
talogy ; for proino^ng the ii^nioiis ^mst of-fksam 
ing» engravii^ (caStingi |>mnting^ .ik$m^rf^ md 
fCMlpt^re ; f^ th^ inlproyenaent fof :mim;ifife6hui«s 
and ouduii^ ii) the varjio^ artic^ksof h^fis, cnpcs^ 
dniggeti$» Q^iUs^ marbled paper, (h^^idodks, fpin^ . 
niAgwheeb, toys, yarn, knitting, and. weasring^ 
They Ukiewife altotted fum^ for the advantage of 
the Bricifh qolpnies in America ; and beftowed pre«> 
miums on thefe iettlera who fiiould e%eL in. curing 
c^ochinea^ planting logwood- trec$, ci^kiviiting olive- 
uees, producing myrtkrwaac, making pot-afli^ 
preierving r aiiins, <;:uri9g faSower, makiog fiUc and 
wines, importing fturgeon, preparing Huiglaffiv 
planting hemp ^rul cinnacnon, extradting opiufa 
and the gum of the pcrfimon-tree, coUefting 
dones of the m^gq^ ^hii^h ibould be ibund ta 
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A*.i>5»i vegetate in the Wift" Indies; raifmg filk grafif 
and layirlg out pravincial gardens. They more- 
over allowed a gold medal> ift^lonoar of 'him who* 
fliould compofe the beft treatife on the- arts of 
peace, containing an hiftorical account df tfie pro- 
greffivc inrprovemcnts of agriculture, niahufac- 
tures, and commerce in the kingdom of England, 
with the cfFefts of thofe improvements on the mo- 
rals and manners of the people, and pointing out 
the moft propier means for their futtire advance- 
ment. In ^ word, the fodety is fo numerous, the 
<$of)tcibiitioi!S fo conilderable, the plan fo jadiciouf- 
ly laid; and executed with fuch dHcretion and fpi- 
rit^ as ' te ph>mtfe much tnbr^ effedoal and exten- 
ffv* adtaAfCa'ge to (he public, than ever a<?crued 
firon? aO thd boafted academies of Chriflfendonh 
Other en- The arcifts of London hid long maHrramed ^ 
courage- private 'acftdemv for improvement in Ae- art of 

in^nts tor 

learning drawing- ffoUft living figtires; but, in:order to ex* 
and inge- tend chl^ advantage, which was not attained widi* 
^^V* out difficulty and expcnce, the duke of Richmond, 
a young nobleman of the moft amiable character, 
provided a large apartment at Whitehall for the ufc 
of thofe who ftudied the arts of painting, fculp- 
ture, and engraving ; and furnilhed it with a col-* 
leftion of original plailler-cafts from the beft an* 
tique ftatuea and bufts at Rome and Florence. 
Here any learner had liberty to draw, or make mo- 
dels, under the eye and inftrudion of two eminent 
artifts ; and twice a year the munificent founded 
beftowed premiums of filver medals on the four 
pupils who excelled the reft in drawing from a 
certain figure^ and making the beft model of it in 
baffo relievo. Ov^r and above thefe inftitutions, 
r Mr. 
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Mr. Finch andTWr. TownftiCDd, animated with a lau- *«»• '75* 
dable zeal for the improvement of learniiigjljcftow- 
ed confiderablc prize$ oponr the two fenlof batchelors 
of arts, and the two middle batchelors^, in the uni- 
Verfity of Cambridge, Who (hould compofe the bcft 
cxercifes in Latin profe,^to be recited in public. 

Among other tranfe&ions that diftinguifti the Remarka- 
hiftory of Great Britain, fcarce a year glides awa^ blc traa- ^ 
without producing lbm« incident, that flmngly ^^J^JL 
marks the lingular ch^ader of the Englifh fiatioii. to the 
A very extraordinary infltaiioe of this nature, re- <iukc of 
iating to the late duke of Ivlarlborougti, we ftiaH ^^^ 
recced among the events of this year^ although it ^^^'^ 
deriveckits owgin from, the latter end of the laft, 
and cannot be properly enumerated among thoie 
occurrences^ that appertain to general hiftory ; but 
-as it was attended withmany curious circumftancc^ 
<he reader will excufe the digreflion. Towards 
the end of November, in the preceding year, the 
-abovementioned nobleman received, by the poft, a 
letter diredted " To his grace the duke <rf Marl- 
boroughy with care and ipeed," and containing 
this addre& : *<Mylofd, As ceremony is an idle 
thing upon moft occafiom, more efpeciaUy to per- 
fons in my ftate of - mind, I (hall proceed' imme- 
diately to acquaint youmth- the modve and end of 
addrefling this epiftle tayou, which is equally in- 
teiefting to us both. You are to know then; that 
my prefent fituation in life is fuch, that I. fhould 
. prefer annihiiation to a continuance in tt« Deijperate 
difeafes require deiperatc remedies ; and you are - 
the man I have pitched upon, either to make me 
iOr unmake yourfelf As I never had the honour 
to live among the great, the tenour; of my propo- 

; . . fals 


'T 


4|6 HISTORY, or JJ N GLAND. 

Am.i7S9» fals wiH no^bc very courdy ^ bnt tec chat bean ar« 
gumeoc to enforce a belief of what I am now ^« 
ing to write. It has exnjplpyed my inycntkm for 
fome time» to find out a method of deftroying anor 
ther without expoCiag my own life : that I have 
accompliihed) and defy the law. Now^. for tht apr 
plication of it. I am defperate^ and muiit be i^ro- 
vided for. You have it in your ppwer ; it i$ Aty 
buiuteis ta make it y^inr iadiQatioa to it nre mt ^ 
y hich . you muft determine to compile vrith^ by 
pi^ocuring . me a geoted fuppart for mylife, or 
yoor own will be at a period before this fcffion of 
parliament is over. I hare more motives than oae 
fof fi ruling you out upon this occafioo; and 
I give. you this &ir warning, becau£e the oaieans X 
ihall make ufe of are too fatsl to be eluded by tfar^ 
fower of phyfic. If you chink this <£ asy coor 
fequenoe, you will not £iil to meet the au^or on 
Sunday next, at ten in the morning, or on Monday 
(if the woather ihould be rainy on Sunday) sear dm 
firil tnee beyond the ftik in Hyde Park, in the 
/ootwaUc to Keofington, . SeoKcy and cdmplir 
:ance may ptreferve yo^ torn a double danger of 
this fort, as. there is a certain part of the world 
where ytmrdeath has more than been wiihed for upon 
other motives. 1 knoiir the wodd too wcti totmft 
this fecret in any bi%aftbut my own. A few days 
determtneme your friend^r enemy. Felton *.— You 
will apprehend that ImeanyouihouldibeakMie; and 
depend upon it, that a difoovecy of Any amfice in 
this affair will be £ital to you. My £^ety is in- 
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* The name of t%e aHiflin of Buckinghamy In the rei^ 

whopoigaar4ed Villiersditke of Charles X. 
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,f\ircd by my filcnce, for confeffion only can con- An. 175s. 
demn mc." The duke, in compliance with this 
ftrange rcmonftrance, appearied at the time and 
place appointed, on horfeback and alone, . with 
piftols before him, ar^d the ftar of his order dif- 
played, that he might be the more eafily knbwn^ 
He had likewife taken the precaution of engaging 
a friend to attend in the Park at fuch a diftance, 
however, as fcarcfe to be obfcrvable. He continued 
fome time on the fpot without feeing any perfon he 
could fufpeft of having writ the letter, aod then 
rode away ; but chancing to turn his head, when 
he reached Hyde- Park corner, he perceived a man 
{landing at the bridge, and looking at the water; 
within twenty yards of the tree which was de- 
fcribed in the letter. He forthwith rode back at 
a gentle pace, and.pafli^ by the perfon, expeded 
to be addreiTed ; but as no advance of this kind 
was made, he, in repailing, bowed to the ftranger, 
and afked if he had not fomething to conununicate. 
The man replying, **Nq,.I don't know you v* 
the duke told his name, adding, "-Now you 
know me, I imagine you have fomething to fay to 
me." But he ftill anfwered in the negative, and the 
duke rode home. In a day or two after this tran- ^ 
fadion another letter was brought to him, couched 
m the following tetms :', *^' IV^y lord, you receivje 
this as an (acknowledgement of your punftuaUty, as 
to the tinie and place, of meeting on Sunday laft, 
though it was owing to ypu it anfwered no pur^ 
pofe. The pageantry of being armed, and the tn^ 
Ggn of ypur order, were ufelefs and too confpicuous. 
You needed no attendant ; . the place was not cal- 
culated for mifchiefj nor was any intended. If you 
. Numb. 19. D d walk 
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A«-«75«- Walk lit the weft ittc of Weftminfterr Abbey, to- 
wards eleven o'clock on Sanday next, your 'fega- 
city will point out the perfofi, whom you will ad- 
drefs, by aiking his company to take a turn or two 
with you. ^ You will not fail, on enquiry, to be ac- 
quainted with the naime and place o( abode. Ac-^ 
cording to which diredtion, you wilt plrafe (end 
two or three hundred pound bank-notes, the next 
day by the penny poft. Exert not your curiofity 
too early ; it li in your power to make me grateful 
on certain terms. I have friends who are faithful, 
but they do not bark before they bite. I am, &c. F.** 
The duke determined, if pofliWe, to unveil 
this myftery, repaired to the Abbey at the time 
prefcribcd, and after having walked up and down 
for five or fix minutes, fiiw the very fame perfon, 
to whom he had fpoke in Hyde-Park, enter the 
Abbey with another man of a creditable appear- 
ance. This laft, after they had viewed fome of the 
monuments, went into the choir, and the other 
turning back, advanced towards the duke, who ac- 
cofting him, aflced if he had any thing to fay to htm, 
or any commands for him ? He replied, " No, my 
ford, I have not." " Sure, you have," feid the 
iJuke ; but he peffiftcd ih his denial. Then the 
duke leaving him, took leveral turns in the ifie, 
while the ftranger walked on the other fide. Bu)i 
. ^-nothing further paifed between them; and al- 
though the duke had provided ieveral peifons in 
difguife to apprehend the delinquent, he fbrboi^e 
•giving the fignal, that, notwithftanding appearances,. 
he might run no rifque of injuring an innocent 
perfon. Not long after this fecond difappoint- 
ment he received a third letter, tothe foltowing ef- 
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fcft : *' My lord, I am fully convinced ypu had a ***• *7Slf 
companion on Sunday : I interpret it as owing tQ 
the weakneis of human nature ; but fuch proceeds- 
ing is far ftom teing ingenuous, and may produce 
bad cffeds, whiltt it' is impoflible to anrwcr the 
end propofed, You will fee me again fopn, as it 
were, by accident, and may eafily find where I go 
to i in caofcqaertce of which, by being ftnt to, 
I fliall wait on your grace •, but exped to be quite 
alone, and to converfe in whifpers : you will like- 
wife give your honour, upon meeting, that no part 
of the converfation fhall tranfpire. Thcfe, and 
the former terms complied with,^enfure your fafc- 
ty : my revenge, in cafe of non-compliance, (or 
any fchcme to cxpofe me) will be flower, but not 
the lefs fure \ and ftcong fufpicion the utmofl: that 
Cfln poflibly enfue upon it, while the chances woujd 
be tenfold ag^infl: you. You will poflibly be in 
doubt after the meeting, but it is quite neceflary 
the outflde fliould be a maflc to the in. The family 
of the * Bloods is not extip(St, though they are not 
in ray fcheme.'* 

The ^xpreflipn, *' you will fee me again foon, 
^ it were, by accident," plainly pointed at the 
.perfon to whom he had fpoke m the P^^rk, and 
in the Abb^y \ neverthclefs he faw him not again, 
.nor did he hear any thing farther of the affair 
(for two months, at th^ expiration p( which the 
poft brought him the following letter : " May it 
plcafc your grace, I have reafon to believe that the 
Jon of one Barnard, a furveyor in Abingdon. build- 

* Blood was the name of mond, and to ileal the crown 

the ruffian, who, in the reign from the Jewel-office, in the 

of Charles II. endeavoured to Tower, 
affiiflinate the duke of Or- 
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A»« 1758. ings, Weftminfter, is acquainted with fome fecrcts 
that nearly concern your fafety : his father is now 
out of town, which will give you an opportunity of 
queftioning him more privately 5 k would be ufe- 
lefs to your grace, as well as dangerous to me, to 
appear more publicly in this affsur. Your finccre 

friend, Anonymous. He frequently goes to 

Storey's Gate coflfec-houfe." In about a week af- 
ter this intinfiation was- received, the duke fent a 
perfon to that cofFee-houfe to enquire for Mr. Bar- 
'nard, and tell him he would be glad to fpeak to 
him. The meflage was delivered, and Barnard de-* 
clared he would wait on his grace next Thurlday, 
half an hour after ten in the morning. H« was 
. punctual to his appointment, and no fponer ap» 
peared than the duke' recognized him to be the per- 
fon to whom he had fpoke in the Park and the Ab- 
bey. Having conducted him into an apartment^ 
and fhut the door, he alked, as before, if he had 
any thing to communicate ; and was anfwered, as 
formerly, in the negative. Then the duke repeated 
every circumftance of this ftrange tranfaftion ; to 
which Barnard liftened with attention and furprife, 
yet without exhibiting any marks of confcious 
guilt or confufion. The duke oblervinfg, that it was 
matter of aftonifhment to fee letters of fuch im- 
port written with the correftnefs of a fcholar, the 
other replied, that a man might be very poor and 
very learned at the fame time. When he faw the 
fourth letter, in which his name was mentioned, 
with the circumftance of his father's abfence, he 
faid, " It is very odd, my father was then out of 
town.** An expreffion the more remarkable, as 
the.letter was without date, and he could not, as an 

inno- 
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innocent man, be fuppofed to know at what time An, 175 ^ 
it was written. The duke having made him ac- 
quainted with the particulars, told him, that 
if he was innocent he ought to ufe his endeavours 
to detect the writer of the letters, efpecially of 
the laft, in which he was exprefly named To this 
admonition he returned no other anfwer but a fmile, 
and then withdrew. — He was afterwards taken into 
cuilody, and tried at the Old Bailey, for fending a 
threatening letter, contrary to the ftatute : but no 
evidence could be found, to prove the letters were 
of his hand-writing ; nor did any prefumption 
appear againfl him, except his being in Hyde- 
Park, and in Weftminfter-Abbey, at the time 
and place appointed in the two firft letters. 
On the other hand, Mr. Barnard proved, that on 
the Sunday, when he faw the iluke in Hyde-park, 
he was on his way to Kenfington, on particular bu- 
finefs, by his father's order, fignified to him that 
Very morning : that he accordingly went thither, 
and dined with his uncle, in company with fevcral 
other perfons, to whpm he related what had pafled 
between the duke of Marlborough and him in the 
Park -. that his being afterwards in Wcftminfter- 
abbey was the efFeft of mere accident : that Mr- 
James Greenwood, his kinlman, who had lain the 
preceding night at his father's houfe. defired him 
to drefs himfelf, that they might walk together in 
the Park •, and he did not comply with this requeft 
4iU after much folicitation : that he propofed to en* 
ter the Park withouc paffing through the Abbey ^ 
but was prevailed on by Mr. Greenwood, who ex- 
preffed a defire of feeing the newly erefted monu- 
ment of general Hargrave : that as he had former- 
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An, 1758. ly commumcatcd to this friend the ftraxige circum^ 
ftance of the duke*s fpeaking to him in Hyde- 
park, Mr. Greenwood no fooncr faw that noble- 
man in the Abbey than he gave notice to Mr. Bar- 
nard, who was very ftiort-fighted j. and that, froqi 
his paffing them feveral times, concluding he want- 
ed to fpcak with Mr. Barnard alone, he quitted 
hi^i, and retired into the xrhoir, that they might 
commune together without interruption^ It like- 
wife appeared, from undoubted evidence, that 
Barnard had often mentioned openly, to his friends 
^nd acquaintance, the circumftancesof what paOed 
between him and the duke in the Park and in the 
Abbey : .that his father was a man of unblemiflied 
reputation, and in affluent circumftances : that he 
himfelf was never reduced- to any want, or fuch 
exigence as might ipipel him to any defperate rae- 
tTiods of obtaining money : that his fidelity had 
been often tried, and his life always irreproachable. 
For thefe reafons he was acquitted of the crime 
laid to his charge, and the myftcry remains to this» 
day undifcovered. 

. After all, the author of the letters does not feem 
to have had any real defign to extort money, be- 
caufe the fcheme was very ill calculated for that 
purpofe, and, indeed,, could not poffibly take effeft, 
>yithout the mod imminent rifque of deteftion. 
f^erhaps his aim was nothing more than to gratify a 
petulance and peculiarity tf humour, by alarming 
the duke,, ejcciting the curiofity of the public, puz- 
zling the multitude, and giving rife to a thoufand 
ridiculous conjeftures, If any thing mor^ was in- 
tended, and the duke <parneftly defired to know 
th? extent of the fcheme, be might;^ when he clo- 
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fetted the perfon fufpefted, have encouraged him An. 175*' 
to a declaration, Ijy ptomifing inviolable fecrccy 
on his word and honour> ii\ which any man would 
have confided as 4 facred obligation. On the 
whole, it is furprifing that the death of the duke, 
which happened in the courfe of this year, was 
never attributed to the fecret praftices of this in- 
cendiary correfpondent, who' h^ given him to un- 
derftand; that his Yengeance4i though flow, would 
not be the kfs certain. 

On the twenty- third day of November both Meeting 
houfes of p^arliamjent met at Weftminfter, when, of the 
liis majefty being indifpofed, the feflion was opened P^"**" 
by commiffion, and the lord-keeper harangued 
them to this efFedt. He told them, his majefty 
had dire6ted the lofds of the commiffion to affure 
his parliament, that he always received the higheft 
fatisfadion in being able to lay before them any 
levents that might promote the honour and intereft 
of his kingdoms : that, in confequence of their 
advice, and enabled by the affiftance which they 
unanimoufly gave, his majefty had exerted his en- 
deavours to carry on the war in the moft vigorous 
manner, in order to attain tliat defirable end, air . 
ways to be wiftied, a fafe and honourable peace * : 
that it had pleafed the Divine Providence to blefs 
his mcafures and arms with fuccefs in feveral parts ; 
and to make the enemies of the nation feel, that 
the ftrcngth of%Great Britain is not to be provoked 

• In the month of Auguft tion for that Aim was opened 

the king, in quality of eleftor at the Bank, and filled im- 

of Hanover, having occafion mediately by (even or eight 

for two hundred thoufand money-dealers of London. 

pounds, a loan by fubfcrip- 

» 
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Aa:i758. with impunity: that the conqucft of the ftrong 
fortrefs of Loui(bourg, with the iflands of Cape 
.Breton and St. John ; the demolition of Fronte- 
nac, of the higheft importance to his operations in 
America-, and the reduftion of Senegal j could 
not fail to bring great diftrefs on the French com- . 
meroeand colonies, and, in proportion, to procure 
great advantage to thofe of Great Britain. He ob- 
ferved, that France had alfo been made fenfible, 
that whilft her forces are fent forth to invade and 
ravage the ^dominions of her neighbours, her own 
coafts are not inacceflible to his majefty's fleets and 
armies : a truth which (he had experienced in the 
demolition of the works at Cherburg, erefted at a 
great expence, with a particular view to annoy Eng- 
land, as well as in the lofs of a great number of 
ftiips and vcflels : bu.t no treatment, however in- 
jurious to his majefty, could tempt him to make 
retaliation on the innocent fubjcfts of that crown. 
He told them, that in Germany his majefty's good 
brother the king of Pruflia, and prince Ferdinand 
of Brunfwick, had found full employment for the 
armies of France and her confederates, from which 
the Englifli operations, both by fea and in Ame- 
rica, had derived the moft evident advantage; 
their fuccefles owing, under God, to their able con- 
duft, and the bravery of his majefty*s troops, and 
thofe of his allies, having been fignal and glorious. 
The king, moreover, commanded them to declare, 
that the common caufe of liberty and independency 
was ftill making noble" and glorious efforts againft 
the unnatural union formed to opprcfs it : that the 
commerce of his fubjefts, the fource of national 
riches, had, by the vigilant proteftion received 

5 from 
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from his htajcfty's fleet, flouriflied in a manner not An. 1758. 
to be paralleled during fuch troubles. In this ftate 
of things, he faid, the king, in his wifdom, 
thought it unheceffary to ufe many words to per- 
fuade them to bear up againft all difficulties, ef- 
fcftually to ftand by and defend his majefty, vi- 
goroufly to fupport the king of Pruffia, and the 
reft of his majefty's allies, and to exert themfelves 
to reduce theit enemies to equitable terms of ac- 
commodation. He obferved to the houfe of com- 
mons, that the uncommon extent of this war, ia 
different parts, occafioned it to be uncommonly 
cxpenfive : that the king had ordered them to de- 
clare to the commons, that he (incerely lamented, 
and deeply felt for the burdens of his ptople : 
that the fcveral cftimates were ordered to be laid 
beforC' them ; and that he defired only fuch fup- 
plics as fliould be requifite to pufti the war with 
advantage, and be adequate to the necefiary fer- 
vices. In the laft place, he aflured them the king , 

took fo much fatisfaAion in that good harmony 
which fubfifted among his faithful fubjefts, that 
it was more proper for him now to thank them for 
it, than to repeat his exhortations to it : that this 
union, nccelBary at all times, was more efpecially fo 
ta fuch critical conjundtures; and his majefty . 
doubted not but the good effefts the nation had 
found from it, would be the ftrongeft motives to 
them to purfue it. 

The reader will, ho doubt, be furprifed to find Remarks 
this harangue abound with harfhnefs of period, ^" ^^^ 
and inelcgancy of expreffion : he will wonder that, ^ ^ ' 
in particularifing the fuccefles of the year in Ame- 
rica, no mention is made of the reduftion of fort 

Du 
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An. 1758. pu Quefnc on the river Ohio; a place of grcstt 
importance, both from its ftrength and fituatioo^ 
the erei5lion of which had been one great mQtive 
to tlie war between the two nations: but he will be 
ftill more furprifed to hear it declaimed from the 
throne) that the .operations, both by ff a and in 
America, had derived the moft evident advantage 
from the war in Germany. An aflTertion the more 
extraordinary^ as the B-— m* ■ " » in their anfwer 
to the Parallel, which we have already menuoned^ 
had exprefly affirmed, that ^^ none but fuch as are 
unacquainted with the maritime force of England, 
xran believe, that without a diverfion on the conti^ 
nent, to employ part of the enemy's force, fhc is 
not in a condition to hope for fuccefs, and main* 
tain her fupcriority at fea.-^That they muft be very 
ignorant, indeed, who imagine that the forces of 
England are not able to refift thofc of France, un- 
lefs the latter be hindered from turning all her ef* 
forts to the fea." It is very remarkable, that the 
B itt—— fhould declare, that the war in Ger- 
many was favourable to the Engliih operations by 
Tea, and in America; and, almoft in the fame 
breath, accufe the French kiiig of having fomented 
that war. Let us fuppofe that France had no war 
to maintain in Europe ; and a(k in what manner 
(he, in that cafe, would have oppofed the progrefs 
pf the Britiih arms by fea, and in America ? Her 
navy was reduced to fuch a condition, that it^iurfl 
not quit .her harbours : her Qierchant-lhips were all 
taken, her mariners confined in England, and the 
fea was covered with the Britiih cruifers : in thebr 
cirrumjftances, what expedients could (he have con^ 
trived. for fending fupplies and reinforcements to 

Ame- 
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America, or for oppofing the naval armaments of *"*• ■7S^; 
Great Britain in any other part of the world ? None, 
Without fhips and mariners, her troops, ammuni- 
tion, and ftores were, in this refpeft, as ufelcfs as 
money to a man Ihip-wrecked on a defolate ifland. 
But granting that the war in Germany had, in fomc 
meafure, diverted the attention of the French mi- 
niftry from the profecution of their operations in 
America, (and this is granting more than ought 
to be allowed) the queftion is not, whether th^ 
hoftiiities upon the continent of Europe have pre- 
vented France from fending a greater number 
of troops to Canada ; but. whether the war in 
Germany was either neceflary or expedient, for 
diftreffing the French more effcftually in other 
parts of the world ? Surely every intelligent man of 
candour muft anfwer in the negative. The ex- 
pence incurred by England for fubfidies and armies 
in the empire, exceeds three millions fterling annur 
ally ; and this enormous expence, without being 
able to proteft Hanover, has only fcrved to keep 
the war alive in different parts of Gernriany. Had 
one half of this fum been employed in augment- 
ing and extending the naval armaments of Great 
Britain, and in reinforcing her troops in America 
and the Weft-Indies, France would have been, at 
this day, deprived of all her fugar colonies, as well 
las of her fettlements.on the continent of America; 
and being abfolutely cut off from thefe fources of 
wealth, would have found it imprafticable either 
to gratify her fubfidiaries, or to maintain Aich for- 
midable armies to annoy her neighbours. Theft 
are truths, which will appear to the convi&ion of 

the public, when the iUufive Q>cUs of unfubftan- 

tial 
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An. 1758. tial viftory are diflblved, and time fliall have dif- 
pcrfed the thick mifts of prejudice, which now 
feem to darken and perplex the underftanding of 
the people. 

The conduft of the adminiftration was {o agree- 
able to both houfes of parliament, that in their ad- 
drefs to the throne, they expreffed their unfhaken 
zeal and loyalty to his majefty's perfon, congratu- 
lated him on the fuccefs of his arms, and promifed 
to fupport his meafures and allies with fteadinefs 
and alacrity*. It was probably in confequcnce 

of 


New ' 
treaty 
with the 
king of 
Prnflia. 


♦ That the charge of dif- 
affe<^ion to the king's per- 
ibn» which was fo loudly 
trumpeted by former mini- 
fters and their adherents, 
againft all thofe who had ho- 
nefty and courage to oppofe 
the meafures of a weak and 
corrupt adminiftration, was 
intirdy falfe, and without 
foundation* appeared at this 
juncture, when in the midfl 
of a cruel, bpprellive, and 
continental war, maintained 
by the blood and treafure of 
Great Britain, all oppofition 
teafed in both houfes of par- 
Kament. The addreffes of 
thanks to his majefty, which 
are always dictated by the 
immediate fervants of the 
crown, were unanimouily 
adopted in both houfes, and 
pot only couched in terms 
jof applaule, but even inflated 
with expreflions of rapture 
and adiairation. They de* 


claied themfelves fenfible, that 
the operations of Great Bri- 
tain, both by iea and in A- 
merica, had received the moft 
evident and important advan- 
tages from the maintenance 
of the war in Germany, and 
feemed eager to efpoufe any 
meafure that might gratify 
the inclinations of th« fbve- 
reign. As the temper of the 
prefent parliament is a phae- 
nomenon, which has not be- 
fore appeared fince the revo- 
lution, and we know not how 
long it may be vifible in this 
our hemifphere, we fhall, in 
order to mark k the more 
ftrongly, exhibit in this note 
the addreffes of both houfes 
verbatim. That of the peers 
was in the following terms : 
** Moil gracious fovereign, 
" We your majefty*s moft 
dutiful and loyal fubjed$, the 
lords fpiritual and temporal 
in parliament aflembled, beg 

leave 
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of this aflTufMce, that a new treaty between Great ^^* ^7S^* 
Britain and Prufiia was concluded at London on 

the 


leave ta approach youi throne, 
with hearts full of thar duty 
and a£Fe£tion to your facrtd 
ptrfon and gqvsrfimenif which 
become the moft faithful fub- 
jedts to the ^eft of kings. 
That conilant regard and at- 
Untion, tvbitb ywr nuLJtfiy bai 
Jhe^ixm to the honour and interefi 
tfyour kingdoms^ have filled our 
minds with the moil grate- 
ful fentioients; and we fee 
with real fatisfadion) thofe 
adive and vigilant efforts, 
which your majefty, in your 
great njoifdom^ has made to 
carry on the war with vigour, 
in order to the defirable end, 
which we all wiih, a fafe and 
honourable peace. Juflice and 
good policy required, that 
our enemies (hould feel, how 
dangerous it is for them to 
provoke thefpirit and ftrength 
of the Britifii nation. We ac- 
knowledge, with becoming 
thankfulnefs, the goodneis of ^ 
the Divine Providence, in 
having crowned your majer- 
ty's mealures and arms with 
fuccefs in feveral parts ; and 
we joyfully congratulate your 
majeAy on the conqueft of 
the flrong fortrefs of Louis-* 
bourg* with the iflands of 
Cape-Breton and St. John, 
the taking of Frontenac, and 
theredudion of SqAegal. The 
high importance of thcfe fuc* 


ceffes is apparent, in the re- 
putation thereby acquired to 
your majefly's arms,, and in 
the diftrefs th^, cannot fail to 
bring upon the French com* 
merce and colonies, as well 
as in the happy effects pro- 
cured to thofe of Great Bri* 
tain. We have feen, with 
the warmeft emotions of. re- 
fentment, the exorbitant de- 
vaflations committed by the 
armies, of France upon the 
dominions of your majefty, 
and thofe of your allies in 
Germany. They mufl now 
have experienced how mucb^ 
in conquence of their un- 
bounded ambition to invad6 
their neighbours, their own 
coafts are expofed in the de- 
molition of their expenfive 
works at Cherbourg, particu-^ 
larly intended for the annoy- 
ance of this country ; and 
in the lofs of fo many fhips 
and v^elSf as well privateefi; 
as others, in their ports. At 
the fame time, we cannot fuf* 
ficiently admireyourmajefty'f 
magnanimity and moderations in 
not having hitherto retaliated, 
on the innocent fubjeds of 
that crown, the injurious 
trqatment.which you have re- 
ceived. We ha<ve a juft ftnfe 
of the real advantages derived 
to the oper^ions of Great Britain 
in f articular, as well as to the 

common 
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Aa. i7jS. the fcvcnth day of December, importing, thst 
as the burthcnlbme war, in which the king of 

Pruffia 


common caofe ' in general', 
from the wife conduct of the 
king of Pruflia, and prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick. 
Their great abilities, and the 
bravery of your majefty's 
troops, and thofe of your al- 
lies, have been (ignally con« 
(picuous in the fuccefles with 
which they have been attend- 
ed, and muft be acknow- 
ledged by all Europe. No^ 
thing can poflibly be of great* 
er national importance than 
the navigation and commerce 
of your fubjeds ; and we 
return your majefly our duti- 
ful thanks for that protefiion 
and fecurity which they have 
received from your royal care^ 
in the difpofition of your fleets 
to which their prefent flourilh- 
ing condition is fo much ow*' 
ing. The flagnation of our 
enemy's trade, and the taking 
and deftroying Co many of 
their capital ffaips of war, 
ought, in this view, to be 
Tc;ckoned amongit the moil 
happy events. — ^Permit us to 
declare our grateful fenftof 
that paternal tendernefs which 
your majeftyhas expreiTed for 
the burthens of your people : 
we receive from thence the 
ftrongeft encouragement to 
adhere the more firmly to tbi 
xattft «f the proiejiant nligioM^ 
and public liberty, againft any 


onnatitfal unioa formed to 
opprefs it. In this juil caufe 
we will, to our utmoft, effec- 
tually ftand by and defend 
your majefty ; fitfp9rt the king 
of Pruffia^ akd the reft ofyomr ai- 
his ; and vigoroufly exert our- 
felves to reduce our enemies to 
equitable terms of accommo' 
dation. Our duty and fidelity 
to your majef^y, and our zeal 
for theproteftantfuccefiion in 
your royal family, are uniform 
and unalterable: our prayers 
for the prolongation of your 
precious life, and au/piciou$ 
reign over us, are fincere and 
fervent ; am) we beg leave to 
give your majeily the ftrong- 
efi alTurances, that nothing 
ihall be wanting on our pait 
to improve union and good 
harmony amongfl all your 
fubjeds, for promoting and 
fecuring thefe interefting and 
efiential objeds.'' 

The addrefs prefented by 
the commons proceeded in 
the following flrain : 

^ Moft gracious So vereign^ 
•* We your majefty's moft 
dutiful and loyal fubjeds, the 
commons of Great Britain in 
parliament afTembled, return 
your majeAy our mofi fincere 
and hearty thanks for the 
fpeech delivered, by your ma* 
jefly's command, to both 
houfcs of parliament. 

"We 
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Pruffia h engaged, lays him under the neceflity of An. \^^%, 
making frefli efforts to defend himfelf againft the 

multitude 
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*• We beg leave* to con- 
gratulate your majeily, with 
hearts full of the moft un- 
feigned joy, upon the mUny 
fignal fucceffes, with which it 
iias pleafed Divine Providence 
to bkfs your majelly's mea* 
fures and arms in feveral parts 
of the world ; particularly in 
the important conqueft of the 
ilrong fortrefs of Louiibourg, 
nvith the iflands of Cape Bre- 
ton and St. John ; the taking 
of Frontenac, fo effential to 
buf operations in North- Ame- 
rica ; the reduAion of the va- 
luable iettlement of Senegal ; 
the total demolition of the 
harbour and works of Cher- 
bourg» ere£ied at fo great ex>- 
pence by the enemy, with a 
particular view to annoy this 
country 4 and the deftru^on 
of the fhipping and privateers 
in the ports of France. 
*' Your majefty 's &ithfu] com- 
mons ieel» with the higheft 
fatisfadion, how greatly thefe 
events redound to the honour 
and interefts of your majelly's 
kingdoms, to the upholding 
the reputation of the Briti(h 
arms, and to the maintaining 
and extending the glories of 
your n(iajefty's reign, 

" We have the moft lively 
fcnfe of thefe happy confe- 
q^uences (under God) of your 
^ajefty's wifdom in the pow-* 


erful exertion of the naval 
force of thefe kihgdoms, to 
the annoyance and'diftrefs of 
the fleets, trade, and navig:it- 
tion of France, whilft the 
commerce of Great Britain 
flourilhes in full protedion 
and iecurity; and, at th^ 
fame time, of your majefty's 
juftice and magnanimity, in 
fteadily fupporting your al- 
lies, and in carrying on with 
vigour, in all parts, this ar- 
duous and neceffary war. 

** It is with joy and adhii-^ 
ration we fee the glorious ef- 
forts made in Germany, by 
your majefty*s great ally the 
king of Fruflia, and thofe 
made by prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwick, feconded by the 
valour of your majefty'a 
troops, and thole of your al- 
lies; and that full employ- 
ment has thereby been given 
to all 'the armies of France, 
and of her confederates : from 
mibichy our opirationsy bcth ly 
fea and in Atniticay have re- 
cei*ved the moft €*t>ident and lat'' 
fortant ad^antages^ 

" Permit us to affure your 
majefty, that your faithful 
commons, juftly animated in 
defence of the rights of your 
majefty's crown, and of the 
proteftant religion^ and the 
common qaufe of liberty and 
independency, againft the 

dan- 
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multitude of enemies who attack his dominions^ 
he is obliged to take new megfures with the king 
of England, for.thcir reciprocal defence and fafe- 
ty -, and as his Britannic majefty hath, at the fame 
time, fignified his earneft defire to ftrengthen the 
friendfhip fubfifting between the two courts, and, 
in confequence thereof, to conclude a formal con- 
vention, for granting to his Pruflian majcfty fpecdy 
and powerful afliftance, their majefties have no* 
minated and authorifed their minifters, to concert 
and fettle the following articles. All former trea- 
ties between the two crowns, particularly that 
figned at Weftminfter on the fixteenth day of Ja- 
nuary, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
fifty-fix, and the convention of the eleventh of 
April, in the year one thoufand feven hundred and 
fifty-eight, are confirmed by the prefent conven- 


dangerous union which hath 
been formed to opprefs them, 
will bear up agaitift all diffi- 
culties, and exert themfelves 
to the utmoft» by granting to 
your majefty fuch fupplies as 
ihall be necefiary, effedually 
to (land by, and defend your 
majelly, and vigoroufly to 
fupport the king of Pruflia, 
and the reft of your majcfty's 
allies ; firmly relying on the 
wifdom and goodnefs of your 
majefty, that the fame will 
be applied, in the propereft 
manner, to pulh the war with 
advantage, and to reduce the 
enemy to equitable terms of 
a fafe, honourable, and laft- 
iagpeace^ . 


" We beg leave, alfo, to 
exprefs our moft grateful fenle 
of the paternal fatisfa£tioB 
your majefty takes, in that 
good harmony which fubfifts 
amongft your faithful fub- 
je£ls ; and of your majefty'ii 
gracious acceptance of the 
univerfal zeal and afFedion of 
your people; which falutary 
union hath enabled us (b ef- 
fedually to exert our ftrength 
abroad, and hath prelerved at 
home tranquillity, fafety, and 
publick credit ; and we truft, 
that the continuance of the 
fame truly national fpirit wilt 
by the blelling of God, be at- 
tended with the like happy 
cfFefts for the future." 

tion 
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tibn of the eleventh of April, in the year one thou- An. 17581 
fand feven hundred and fifty eight, are confirmed 
by the prefent convention in their whole tenor, as 
if they were herein inferred word for word. The 
king of Great Britain ftiall caufe to be paid at 
liondon, to fuchperlbn or perfons as fliall be au- 
thorized by the king of Pruffia for that end, the 
fiim of four millions of rixdoUars, making fix 
hundred and" feventy thoufand poiinds fterling, at 
one payment, immediately on the exchange of 
the ratifications^ if the king of Pruffia (hall fo re- ^ 
quire. His Pruffian majefty (hall employ the faid 
fum in fupporting and augmenting his forces, 
which fliall aft in fuch manner. ^s Ihall be of the 
greateft fervice to the common caufe, and contri- 
bute moll to the mutual defence and fafety of their 
faid majeflies. The king of Great Britain, both 
as king and eleftor, and the king of Pruffia, 
reciprocally bind themfelves not to conclude, 
with the powers that have taken part in the pre- 
fent war, any treaty of peace, truce, or other 
fuch like convention, but by common advice and 
confent, each exprefly including therein the other. 
The ratification of the prefent convention fhall 
be exchanged within fix weeks, or fooner, if pof- 
fible. ' V 

In effeft, this treaty was no other than a re- 
newal of the fubfidy from year to year, becaufe 
it was not thought proper to ftipulate in the firft 
fubfidiary convention an annual fupply of fuch 
importance until the war (hould be terminated, 
left the people of England Ihould be alarmed at 
the prolpeft of fuch fucceffive burdens, and the 

Numb. XX, E e com- 
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Aa.J7s8. complaifancc of the commons be in fome future 
fefllon exhaufted. On the whole, this is perhaps^ 
the moft extraordinary treaty that ever was con-- 
eluded ; for it contains no fpecification of articles,, 
except the payment of the fubfidyj and every 
other article is left to the interpretation of his 
P— ^ — n m^^ — ^y. 

We fhall conclude this volume with the origioai 
pieces, publifhed by the courts of Berlin ajidVicn- , 
na for their mutual j unification, th^it the readet 
may judge for himfelf, and determine which of 
thefe two powers was, in faft, the aggreflbr in this, 
dreadful war, which hath defolated the faireft pro* 
vinces in Germany, and fhed fuch feas of hun::^n« 
hlood. 


JUSTt 
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Justifying proof^s, 

Publiihed by Authority at B z r l i n. 

Numb, I. 
Treaty of E'tHntual Partition, dated M^Y 1 8, 1 745; 

EXlPERIEN CE having but too well fhewn how far th^ 
king of Pruflia carries his evil intentions, in ord^r to dii^ 
turb the repofe of his neighbours ; and that prince having 
bn the one hand repeatedly invaded and laid wafle ihe do- 
ininiohs of her majefty the queen of Hungary and Bohemia, 
and on the other fide alarmed his majelly the king of Poland, 
cleftor of Saxony, by divers menaces, Wf^rlike preparations, 
and violently paffing through his territories,* for whi*h it has 
not been polTible to Obtain due fatisfaftion for time paft, nor 
fuflicieQt-fecurity for the future; it has been confidered that 
this double end cailnot be obtained till the faid formidable 
neighbour is reduced within narrow bounds. For thefe rea- 
fons, his majefty the king of Poland, eledor of Saxony, as 
an auxiliary ally, and her majefty the queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia, as a party attacked and at war, have agreed, by 
the prefent feparate and fecret a<!>, to employ their joint ef- * 
forts, not only to perform fully the aft paffed between their 
majefties the ^ of May, 1744, and the meafures concerted 
in confequence of the engagements entered into by their 
treaty of alliance the 8th of January, 1745, with the ma- 
ritime powers ; but likewife, that neither the one 'nor the 
other Ihall lay down their arms, tijl, befides the conqueft of 
all Silefia and the county of Glatz, the king of Pruflia be 
farther reduced. 

And that tbey may previoufly underftand one another, with ,' • 
regard to the partition of the conquefts to be made, feeing 
the 8th article of the faid treaty of Warfaw only fettled in ge- 
neral terms, that his majefty the king of Poland j eleftor 0^ 
Saxony, is to partakp of the advantages, "by having fuch ter- 
ritories as lie convenient for him j it has appeared neceffary to 
diftinguilh the cafes that may hereafter happen, and to come 
to a right underftanding about each of them. 
. Suppofe then, that befides the recovery of all Sileda and 
the county of Glatz, theylhould conquer from the faid kirtg 
the dutch y of Magdeburg, including therein the circle ofSaal, 
the principality of Croflen with the circle of Zullichau be- 
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longing thereto, and the fiefs of Bohemia pofiefled by that 
king, and fituated in Lufatia ; namely, Cotbus, Peitz,- Store- 
kaw, Beelkau, Sommeritld, and other places and diftrids be- 
longing thereto : ir this cafe, all Silefia and th^e county of 
Glatz, excepting Swibus, mud return to her majefty the queen 
of Hungary and Bohemia, who, in exchange, cedes all the 
reft juft mentioned, with the diftrift of Swibus, belonging 
otherwise to Sileiia, to his majefty the king of Poland* elector 
of Saxony. 

. Suppofing, on the contrary, that befidesthe recovering of 
all Silefia and the county of Glatz, they could conquer upon 
the aggrcflbr no more than the circle of Saal, the principality 
of Croflen, with the circle of ZuUichau, and the abovemen- 
tioned fiefs ot' Bohemia belonging to him in Lufatia ; then 
his Polifh majefty, elc^^tor of Saxony, ftiall be content with 
this laft partition and the diftrif^ of Swibus» leaving In like 
manner to her majefty the queen of Hungary and Bohemia 
all Silefia and the county of Glatz, Swibus excepted. But 
fuppofe, in fine, that contrary to all expediation, and in fpite 
of the joint efforts abovementioned, they cpald conquer^ be* 
fides the county of Glatz and the whole of Silefia, no more 
than the principality of Croflen, with the circle of Zullichau, 
and the abovefaid fiefs of Bohemia pofiefled by the faid king 
in Lufatia : in this cafe, his Polifli majefty ftiall have, befides 
the principality, the -circle and the fiefs juft mentioned, the 
diftrid of Swibus otherwife belonging to Silefia. 

And to the end that his majefty the king of Poland, eledor 
of Saxony, whatever happens may be fo much the more af- 
fured of thefe laft acquifitions, at the leaft, and in all events ; 
her majefty the queen of Hungary and Bohemia engages in 
the ftrongeft and moft folemn manner, that his majefty the 
king of Poland, eledlor of Saxony, fliall have precifely the 
fame fecurities for thefe new acquifitions, which (he fliall or 
may have for the recovery of her antient patrimonial territo- 
ries, that IS to fay, Silefia and the county of Glatz ; fo that 
every thing is to go on with an equal pace, and that ftie muft 
not fit down with the poflefiion of all Silefia, before his ma- 
jefty the king of Poland be likewife in poflefiion of his fliarc 
of tbe conquefts. 

To this end the Saxon troops of his Polilh majefty ftiall re- 
main in re-conquered Silefia, till his ftipulated fliare be ef- 
feded, at leaft according to the laft of the cafes abovenfien- 
tioned. 

After which the high contrading parties fliall reciprocal 
guaranty, both for themfelves and their heirs and fucceflbrs 
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for ever, whatever has fallen 'to their refpe£tive lot; and ihall 
endeavour to get the fame guarantied by their allies. 

Jn witnefs whereof their majefties have each ilgned, with , 
their own hand^ a copy of the lame tenor of this feparate and 
iccret ad, in order to be exchanged againft one another, and 
have can fed their royal feals to be affixed thereto. Done at 
Leipfick, the i8th of May, 1745. 

(L. S.) Augustus R. 

Numb. II. 

Xtanjlaikn tkf the fict^ feparate Article of the Treaty of Peterf- 
, bourg, 17^56, 

Her majefty the emprefs- queen of Hungary and Bohemia 
defclares that the peace concluded at Drefden, between her 
and his majerty the king of Prufiia, on the 25th of Decem- 
ber 1745, ihall be obferved, on her part, with the flrideft 
♦care and attention, and the moft inviolable fidelity j and that 
ihe wiH not, firft, depart from the renunciation of the right 
ihe formerly had, to that part of the duchy of Silefia, and 
to the county bf Glatz, which had been yielded up. 

But if, contrary to the expedlation and' common wi(h of 
both the Gonfraifting parties, his majefty the king of Prunia 
ihould, firft, depart from the faid peac^, whether by hoftilely 
attacking her majefty the Emprefs-queen of Hungary and 
Bohemia, or her heirs and fuccefTors, or her Imperial majefty 
of all the Rufflas, or even the republic of Poland; and con- 
fequently, an the one or the other' of thefe cafes, the faid Em- 
prefs -qHeen's right to ^he faid part of Silefia, and the county 
of Glatz, yielded up by the aboverhentioned peace, and thus, 
her Imperial majefty 's guaranty thereof, renewed by the fore- 
going firft and fecond articles of this treaty, ihoirtd again take 
place, and re-acquire their full force and vigor: both the 
faid high contrafting parties have from henceforth, for that 
fpace of time, agreed that in fuch an unexpedled cafe, hut not 1 

' fooner, the faid guaranty ftiall b^ performed, and" completely 
fulfilled, with this additional moft binding promife, that in 
order to avert the common danger of fuch an hoftile attac4c, 
they will immediately enter into the moft clofeand confiden- 
tial concert; ftridtly enjoin to their rcfpedlive minifters at fo- 
reign courts the fame mutual confidence and good underftand- 
ing, and faithfully to communicate to each other whatever 
either of them fiiall difcover of the enemy's views, defigns or 
intentions : and laftly, hold in readinefs, in the bordering or 
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geared countries, viz. Her Roman Imperial maj^efly, in Bohe*. 
mia, Moravia, and the adjacent countrks of Hungary : and 
her Ruflian Imperial majelly in Livonia, Eflonia, and other 
neighbouring places, thirty thoufand men at leafl, namely, 
twenty thoufand foot, and ten thoufand horfe, in fuch manr 
ner, that whenever the cafe of an hoftile attack from Pruflia, 
upon cither of the parties fhall exift, the faid thirty thou- 
fand men may, within two months at fartheft, or at the 
utmofl three months, after a previous amicable requifition,^ 
march to the afliftance of the party attacked. 

And whereas it is eafy to forefee, that fixty thoufand men 
Will not be fufHcient, to repel an hoflile attack,, to re-conquer 
the ceflions made by the peace of Drefden, and to fecure the 
public tranquility more effedually for the time to come ; the 
two contrafling parties have therefore farther engaged them- 
felves to each other, that in the cafe aforefaid, not onlji 
thirty thoufand men, but double that number, viz. Sixty 
thoufand men, that is to fay, forty thoufand foot and twenty 
thoufand horfe, (hall be employed for that purpofe by each 
contrading party ; and that, the fooner the better ; 'both their 
faid Imperial majefties obliging themfelves^ to that end, to. 
aflemble refpeftively, the faid number of fixty thoufand men, 
as fpeedily, as the diftance of the leaft remote parts, from^ 
whence the troops can be drawn, will poflibly ad^nit. The 
~ troops to be. appointed for that purpofe, on the part of her 
Ruffian Imperial majefly, (hall be employed, as well by landr 
as by water, ' according as the occafions fhall then be found 
mofl proper ; but on the part of her Roman Imperial ma- 
jefty, ihey fhall be employe^ by lar\d only ; in fuch a man- 
ner, that the faid troops may in the beginning, as mutual 
convcniency fhall allow, and after previous concert, make a 
diverfion, at one and the fame time, in the faid king of Pruf- 
fia's dominions ; and, afterwards, if poflible, unite and carry 
pn the operations with combined force^ But previoufly to. 
fuch jundlion, and at^ the beginning of the diverfion to be 
undertaken, there fhall be prefent at each army, a, genera\ 
officer, exprefly appointed by the two contrading parties, as. 
well for the fake of counfel, and concert about the execution 
pftheoperaticyis, as forgiving the neceffary intelligence, and 
to be an eye-witnefs of the operations fo to be executed. 

And whereas, in contradling this heartily and well meant 
engagement, and by fuch a powerful affiflance to be given, 
and diverfi6n to be made , in favour of the Em prefs -queen, 
^if fh.e fhould bf attack,ed) her Ruflian Imperial majefty has 

not 
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T!(5t the leaft intention to make any new conquefts, upon 
futh an occafion, or to appropriate them to herfelf ; and, as 
Ihe has likewife confented to employ the aforefaid fixty thou- 
fand men, by water as well as by land ; and the equipment 
of a fleet neceflary thereto will require a great extraordinary 
cxpence; which, confidering the advantage, that may be ex- 
pected from it, (as the enemy may be more effeftually a;n- 
noyed, and his forces more divided by water than by land) 
«muil be accounted an army far exceeding the (ixty thoufaod 
men : for thefe reafons,' her majefty the Emprefs-queen of 
* Hungary ^nd Bohemia obliges herfelf, in order the more fully 
to demonftrate her gratitude, to pay, within a year, (to be 
reckoned from t^e time that Sileda and Glatz Ihall be again 
in her poffeffion) to her Imperial majefty of all the Ruflias 
two millions of German florins ; from which fum, (he fhall 
not be entitled to make any dedudion, on account of con- 
tributions, that may have been raifed in the enemy's country* ^ 

This prefent fourth fecret feparate article fhall be of the 

fame force and cffeft as if it was inferted word for word in the 

defenfive treaty itfelf, and had been ratified at the fame time. 

In witnefs whereof the undermentioned minifters have figned 

^nd fealed this at feterfburgh. May 22, 1746. 

(L. S.) J. F. de Pretlack,^^ ' 
(L. S.) Alexy Comte 

BeftuchefF Humin. (L. S,) N. S. de Hohenholtz. 

Numb. III. 

iRefoJutions and InftruSlom for thrCount de Vicedom, and tht 

Sieur de Pezold, at Sts Peterfburgh. 

A circumftantial report h.aving been duly made to the king, ' 
of the contents of the laft difpatches, dated April 18, 19, 
and 23d, from his prity counfellor and minifter plenipoten- 
tiary at the Imperial court of Ruflia, the count de Vicedom, 
and from his refident at the fame court, the privy counfellor 
of the embafly, fieur de Pezold, brought hither from Peterfl 
burgh, by the courier Confoli, the 6th of December, and his , 
majefty having efpecially taken into confideration the affair ' 

♦of acceflfion, inftantly demanded of him by the two Impe- 
* rial courts, to their new defenfive treaty of alliance and its fe- 
parate and fecret articles (Igned at Peterfburgh the 2 2d May 
J 746, and afterwards ratified by both parties, his majefty has 
Xbou^ht fit to provide the abovefaid two minifters in Ruflia, 

E r 4. witk 


440 HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

with the following heads of refolution and inftrutton, wbicli 
are to ferve them as anile to direft their negodation an4 
condud in this equally important and delicate affiair. 

1 . The high chancellor of Ruflia having given them to un« 
^erftandy and alfo intimated the fame here by his brother the 
grand marihai, that the two Imperial courts would be very 
glad to have the affair of the king's acceflioh treated and con- 
cluded* preferably at Peteriburgh, as being the place where 
the defenfive treaty of alliance in quediont renewed between 
them, was negociated, concluded and figned ; his majefty, ip 
order to comply therewith* does for this purpofe provide th^ 
^unt ^e Vicedom and the (ieur de Pezold with the annexed 
full power, together with the claufe,yW/r/^ and fiparatilj^ to 
the end that incafe of abfence, indifpoiition, or other hiur 
di^nce of either of them» the othcfr may continue the nego* 
ciation by conferring neverthel^fs together and afUng inp^^-r 
U€l concert. 

2. They are to make a merit of this the king's fleadinefs, 
by obfprving to the high chancellor and the ambaflador VxtU 
lackt that it is an undoubted proof of his roajefty's fincerc 
inclination and attachment to the tv^o ^mpre(feS| preferably 
to all other cqniiderations that might induce Y^irxk to proceed 
xnore warily ip an affair of this extent and confequence. 

3. As the refident Peeold is bed acquainted with what paf- 
fed near tvvQ ye^irs ago between the two cpnrts, when the king 
found himfelf within the cafe of neceiiity to claim the affiil- 
ance of RufTia, by virtue of their defenfive treaty of alliance 
renewed againil the king of Prulfia ; and the faid refident 
paving been an eye-witnefs of ttie indifferent, flow, and inr 
fufficient manner iq which they anfwered at the court of Pe- 
terfburgh the reiterated requifitions of his majefty^^ to which 
procedure Saxony ought cbiefjy \Q attribute its late difaft^rs 1^ 
he will do well to put the high chancellor count de^effuchef^ 
particularly in mind of it, not fo much by way of reproach-: 
ing him with it, but rather upon the foot of conficlential re- 
fledtions, and to make him acknowledge, that it is indeed ^ 
very generous refolution in the king to yiel^ fo readily to. 
the defires of th^ t\vo Imperial courts ;, and that after what 
lately happened to him from the Ruffian CQurt, nothing but 
his maje%*s great confidence in him., the high chancellor,^ 
and his prefent credit an^ power, co^ld fo foon hj^ve deter- 
mined him far the ^ccefTion, in hope§ that this princ^psd roi- 
^liller wifl think of repairing what is paft, by taking his meat-: 
fef?? (^ y/i)\ ^J^A H ?V^y» ^W, ^he i^ine may hereafter, i^ 
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cafe-of need, be not only fuccoured in time and fufficiently, 
but alfo that his majefly, on the occafioiis of reciprocal af- 
iiilance, may find bis account, indemnification, and real ad- 
vantage, ; 

4. As to. the principal treaty between the two Imperial 
courts, the king is entirely difpofed to accede thereto, with- 
out any other rcftriftion than that of the number of troops, 
which they have reciprocally flipulated therein, for the ordi- ', 

nary cafes of giving fuccours ; and it is neceflary that his 
majefty's plenipotentiaries propofe and infifl, that the aflift- 
ance he is to have, be fetrled, in the aft of accelHon, at 
double the fuccour promifed from the eleftorate of Saxony, 
inafmuch as the court of Vienna fends to the king, and main- 
tains at its own charge, in all the cafes, the reciprocal fucconrs - 
t>f 6 and 12000 men. 

- 5* After the count de'Vicedom and the fieur Pezofd (halt 
have fettled this with the minifters of the two contracting 
courts, they (hall alfo proceed to treat of the king's" acceA 
fion to the fix feparate articles, five of which are fecret, and 
require much more reflection and adjuflment with regard to 
the king's conveniency. 

6« However, as his majefty, through inclination and zeal 
for the common intereft and the public good, is not averfe to 
co-operate therein as far as poflible, and in proportion to hi$ 
forces, his plenipotentiaries muft take particular care to'ex- ^ 
plain themfelves on this head more fpecially, with thofe of the 
two Imperial courts, to the end that their demands, and thie 
king's condefcenfion in each article, may be combined with 
his majefly's interefls. 

7. There being among the articles, fome points of en- 
gagements which properly concern none but the two Impe- 
rial courts principally contracting j they (hall endeavour to 
obtain that the king be not included therein, or that they 
be attempered f9r his majefty, as alfo that every future war in 
Italy be excepted, as it is. already in the treaty with the court 
of Vienna. 

8. Thefirft and fourth of the fecret articles beingthe mofl 
difficult and onerous, if the king accedes to them in their 
fenfe and extent, the two Imperial courts cannot take it amifs 
that his majefty defires, befides more proportion in the en* 
gagements, that t!iey may contain reciprocal conditions and 
advantages. 

9. As to the firfl fecret article, which concerns the gua- 
f^tY of the grand duke of Ruliia's pofFeffions, as duke of 
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Holflein-Slefwick, and of his ducal houfe, the emprefs of 
Rullia will be pleafed to confider how tenderly and cautioufly 
the king mufl behave towards the court of Denmark, on ac^ 
count of his affinity and right of eventual fucceffion ; and 
therefore tke faid fovereign, as well as the Emprefs-qneeny 
and even the Emperor her confort^ will not, in return, refufe 
the king and his poilerity the guaranty of the fucceffion to 
the throne of Denmark, which in time may fall to a (Nrince 
of the eleftoral houfe of Saxony. 

\o. In fine, as to the fourth article, which regards even- 
tual and flronger meafures againft a i)ew, fudden, and unex* 
pedled attack from the king of PrulTia, the king acknow- 
ledges therein the prudent forecait of the two emprelTes, iit 
thinking* beforehand how to concert matters together and 
powerfully aflift one another, if, contrary to better expcc* 
tations, and notwithflanding their fcrupulous attention to ob- 
lerve their treaties with the faid prince, the latter ihould in- 
vade the dominions of either of either of them ; and in this 
cafe the king is ready enough to concur in th^ fame mea- 
fures ; but as he is the moft expofed to the refentment of fo 
Ibrmidable and relllefs a neighbour, witnefs the fad experience 
|)is majelly has lately had of it, their Imperial maje/lies can- 
not think it Arange that the king, before entering into fuch 
a new, eventual, and cxtenfive engagement, Ihould take bet- 
ter precautions, as well for his fecurity and mutual defence, 
as for his being indemnified, and recompenfed in proportion 
to his efforts and the progrefs made againil fuch an aggrelTor. 

1 1 . To this end the count de Vicedom and the iieur Pe- 
loid fhall a(k the Imperial minifters plenipotentiaries, I'i 
What number of troops, in fuch a cafe, their foveretgns de- 
fire of the king ; and, in return, with how many each of 
'them will aflift him ? And 2dly, That this fujccour defired of 
the king be not difproportionate to the ftrength of his army. 
3. That the two Imperial courts muft promife double the 
number to the king. 4. That the two empreffes muft each 
engage to keep at leaft fuch a body of their troops in a 

« moveable condition and ready to march to the afliftance of 

his majefly, one upon the frontiers of Pruflia, and the other 
-in Bohemia. 5. That they likewife oblige themftlves to let 
the king come in for a ihare of the prifoners, fpoils, and con-* 
qucfts they fhall make jointly, or ieparately, on the aggreffor, 
and thereby the common enemy. 

12. With refpedl to this laft point, and the partition of 
the con(][uefis to-be made, the king's rainiiters plenipoten- 

uarle* 
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tiaries are to afk the Ruilian minifler what his fovercign's 
, offers are ; and to dedarcj relatively to the emprefs-qoeen 
pf Hungary and Bohemia/ that fuppoiing this princefs were 
attacked again by the king of Prufliat and ihould recover 
not only Silefia and the county of Glatlz, but Ukewife fuc- 
ceed in reducing that aggreffor within narrower bounds, the 
king oi^ Poland, as eledor of Saxony, would abide by the 
partition ftipulated between her and his majcfty by the con-, 
vention iigned at Leiplic the i8tb of May 1745, a copy of . 
wjiich the refident Pezold received enclofed in a letter ^om 
the miniftry of the 14th of November following; except- 
ing the third degree of partition defined therein, with which 
^his nxajefty cannot be fatisfied ; fmce in cafe the Emprefs- 
queen ihould be able to conquer, befides the county of Glatz 
and all Silefia, no more than the principality of CrofiTea 
lyith the circle of Zullichau, and the fiefs of Bohemia pof- 
fefled by the king of Pruffia in Lufatia,* it would be necef^ 
iary to grant eventually to the king, eledor of Saxony, a 
more confiderable ihare in thofe conquefts than the faid prin- 
cipality, the circle, and the fiefs : his majefty will wait for 
the offers of the court of Vienna on this head, and will 
order the couat de Loofs to negotiate thereupon, wifliing 
only that the Ruflian court would ufe its good offices to ob- 
tain, in this cafe, a better partition for the king from the ^ 
Emprefs-queen, and then fecure and guaranty to his jnajefty 
the acquifition thereof. 

13. The count de Vicedom and the Sieur Pezold are to 
take a^ referendum all that may be faid to them in anfwer ta 
the premifes, and not to conclude any thing, until, in con- 
fcquence of their reports, they ihall be authorifed to do it 
by the king's final orders and refolution^. 

14. The reft is left to their prudence, dexterity, and zed! 
for the fervice, intereft, and glory of his majefty, who a(- 
fures them of his protedion and good graces, whilft they ap- 
ply themfelves to fulfil, with all the exa£^nefs they are ca- 
pable of, the points of this inftruAi^. Written at Drefdeq; 
the 23d of May, 1747, 

(L. S.) AUGUSTUS R. 
C. deBr. 
deWalthen 
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Numb.IV. 

Memorial friftnttd fy tb$ Saxon Minifiers at Peteriburg the |f 

September^ *74?» 

In the conference held with us the underwritten, the Sth 
and 19th inflant, we have indeed already exhibited our full 
powers, as alio the declarations and conditions upon which 
bis majeily the king of Poland, our moft gracious mailer, as 
eledlor of Saxony, is ready to accede to the defenfive treaty 
of alliance concluded between the two Imperial courts at 
Peteriburg the 2 2d of May, 1746^ as alfo to the fecret and 
frparate articles of the fame treaty, according to the orders 
and inflrudibns we have received on this head. 

But as their excellencies the minifiers of the two Imperial 
courts, impowered to confer with us, weredefirous of having 
\ ibmething from us in writing, we would not fail to give the 
following fummary. 

I. His Polifti majeily very readily and gtatefuUy acknow- 
ledges the friendihip which the two Imperial courts have 
been plealed to fhew him, in communicating to him the faid 
treaty, with the Ceparate and fecret articles, and inviting 
him to accede thereto ; but, at the fame . time, he flatters 
himfelf, that having fo many important reafons to abftain 
in the prefent crifis from all new engagements, the two high 
contrading parties will look upon the facility, which his ma- 
jeily expreiTes on this occaiion, as a frelli proof of his iinc^re 
£iend(hip and perfect confidence, and that they will be there- 
by fo much the more inclined to fibttle the faid accefiion on 
fuch a foot,' that his majeily may not only be aifiiled with- 
out lofs of time, and fufficiently, whenever the cafe 
CXiils, but that he m2iy likewife have a fuitable indemni-* 
(cation and real advantages for hi^ reciprocal and real con- 
currence. 

II. In this confidence his majeily is ready to accede purely 
to the body of the treaty, adding thereto this reilrfftion 
only. That in return for the number of auxiliary troops 
«ii)iph ^is nxajefly, as eledtor of Saxony, ihall oblige himfelf 
to furniHi, the two Imperial courts do ilipulate double the 
fiumher for him, according to the example iet in the en- 
gagements already (ubfilling between him and her majeily 
the enaprefs-queen of Hungary and Bohemia. As for the 
jparticylar number of troops to be furniflicd by our court, 

we 
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we have orders to wait on this head the firft overtures from 
the two high contrafting parties. However we think, fee- 
ing that the fuccours which Ihould be mutually^ furnifhed in 
the ordinary cafes, on which the body of the treaty turns, 
is already determined by the treaties which his majefty has 
already^ made with the two courts ; one might alfo abide by 
it in the prefent acceflion, and be content with making this 
fcrve to confirm preceding engagements. 

III. Qrcumftances being very difl'erent with refpeft to 
the leparate and fecret articles, the firft and fourth of which 
efpecially deferve a much more ferious attention ; we are in- 
itrudled, as to the firft article, which regards the guaranty 
of the prefent poiTeflions of his imperial highnefs the grand 
duke of Ruilia, as duke of Holftein-Schlefwick, in Germany, 
to reprefent the great care and caution with which his ma- 
jefty is obliged to manage in regard to the court of Den- 
mark, in confideration of the ties of blood, and of the even- 
tual fucceilion that is due to him ; and to propofe, for this 
reafon, that in return for the faid guaranty which his ma- 
jefty IS to take upon himfelf, he fhould have the guaranty 
of the two high contradling parties, as alfo that of the Em- 
peror, for the abovementioned right of eventual facceflion 
to the throne of Denmark, and that this right be in the 
mean time acknowledged, 

IV. As for the fourth article, his majefty entirely approves 
of the wife and efficacious raeafures which the Imperial cburt$ 
have eventually taken,^ in cafe that his majefty the Jdng of 
Pruffia, notwithftanding the exadl obfervation of the peace 
conclu^ded with him, ftiould again attack in a hoftile man- 
ner the dominions of either party, and he is ready to con- 
cur therein. But as his majefty has many more reafons than 
the two Imperial courts to think maturely of it, and ought 
above all things to confider, that according to the fad expc- 

^ rience he has lately had, the king of Pruffia took a pretext 
from the fuccours he was obliged to furnilh to her majefty 
the emprefs-queen of Hungary and Bohemia, to declare war 
again ft him ; that, moreover, the eleftorate of Saxony is by 
its fituation fo much expofed to his refentment, that, if it 
were not immediately affifted, it could not pofiibly with-' 
ftand, by its own forces, fuch fudden attacks as have been 

.executed by the kingof P^'uflia; and, in fine, if provifion be 
not firft made for the fecurity and prefervation of the faid 
electorate, the two high contrafting parties would them- 
felves be infinitely prejudiced by the ruin of this ftate. In 

conft* 
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confequence of thefe confiderations, his majefly flatters hini- 

felf that the two high contraSing parties them (elves wilt 

acknowledge the neccflity and juftice of the conditions and 

modifications which we charged to propofe, *vix» i. That 

the number of auxiliary troops, which they fhall require of 

his majefly» be not difproportionate to the flrength of hit 

army. 2. That each of the two Imperial courts promife 

\ double that number to his majefty ; and, if this were not 

fufiicient» that the fuccour be yet farther increafed. 3. That 

the two EmprelTes do each of them engage to keep, at leafl, 

fuch a body of their troops in a condition to move, and in 

readinefs to march to his majefty's aflillance, on the one fide 

on the frontiers of Pruflia, and on the other in Bohemia^ 

4. TTjat thefe bodies of troops do make a diverfion in the 

countries neareft at hand, the moment that the territories of 

Saxony fliall be attacked, or war declared againfl the eledo- 

rate ; and this muft be done without requiring the formality 

of a previous concert, notwithftanding what is ftipulated on 

this head in the body of the treaty, as well as in the fecret 

article. 5. That in cafe one of the two Imperial courts 

ihould be attacked, his majefly be not obliged to commence 

the operations before the other Imperial court has effeftively 

t>egun to aft, in order to avert the cfFedt of the enemy's 

fuperiority, or at leafl till the evident danger of being fud- 

dcnly crulhed ceafes. 6. That, in confequence of the 10th 

article of the treaty, they make his majefty partake not only 

of the booty and the prifoners, but al fd of the conquefts 

. that may be made on the enemy. And, in fine, 7. * That 

as her majefty the emprefs of Ruflia has declared, in the 4th 

fecret article, that in the cafe of fending fuccours, or making 

a diverfion, Ihe had no defign to make new coriquefls, and 

confequently it will be indifferept to her how his majefty 

agrees with the court of Vienna about the eventual partition 

and a proper indemnification ; her faid Imperial majefty of 

Ruflia would therefore be pleafed to approve this convention 

beforehand, and take upon her to guaranty it.' 

As to the fifth feparate article, and the fccond, third, and 
fifth feci^et articles, his majefty's acceffion to thefe articles 
muft of coiirfe be out of the queftion ; becaufe, on the one 
handy the faid articles turn upon engagements which con- 
cern none but th(? two Imperial courts ; and on the other 
hand, becaufe, in not communicating to his majefty the 
moft fecret article alledged in the third fecret article, they 
have.^hemfeives thereby given to underftand> that the king'» 
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concurrence in,th<5fe engagements is not required ; and that 
for the reft, they will abide by what has been anteriorly 
ilipulatcd in the treaties fubfif^ing between his majefty and 
each of the Imperial courts. But as in the third and fifth 
fecret articles, they have again repeated the exception to the 
Caftu FcfiUris already laid down in the treaty itfelf, with 
regard to future wars in Italy, aud have added thereto, 
that, on the psirt of the Emprefs -queen, the prefent war 
with the houfe of Bourbon, and on the part of her niajefty 
the emprefs of Ruffia, an hoftile aggreffion on her empire 
from the fide of the North, are not to be deemed as cafes 
that may prevent what has been ftipulatcd in the 4th fecret 
article, with refpedl to a rupture on the part of Pruflia > 
therefore the two high contradling parties will not refufe to 
include his majefty Itkewife in this Oipulation. 

Finally, the king doubts not but the two Imperial courts 
"will take all thefe propofitions as fo n^ny proofs of his- 
equity, his ooniidence, and his fincere friendship; and he 
flatters himfelf fo much the more with the hope of receiving 
^ a favourable anfwer^ as he has deferved, by the calamities 
he has incurred for the common caufe, that for the future 
his fafety and indemnification ihould be proportionably bet- 
ter provided for* We the under-written wait for the faid 
declaration and anfwer, in order to proceed further in the 
ai&ir of the acceilion. 

^U Peterihurgh, the 44 Sept. 1747* 

Lewis Sigefroy, Count Vitzhum tfEckftadt^^ 

John Sigifmund de Pezold« 

Numb* V. 

t 

Difpeicb frm» thi King of Poland to the Coufit <^ Loofs at Vi- 
enna, JatedDeczi, 1747.- 

You will no doubt remember, that^ as feon as the two Im- 
perial courts of Vienna and Peteriburgh gave me as invita- 
tion, by the counts of Efterhafy and BeRucheff, to accede t^ 
the treaty of defenfive alliance renewed between the two Ens- 
preiTes, the zzd of May, 1746, I had caufed full information 
to be given you of the inftrudion on that head lent to my 
miniilers plenipotentiaries at the RUffian court, where it was 
agreed that the affair of my accelHon ihould be treated of. 
It was on the 23d of May iail that I ordered this to be im- 
parted to you ; and finding that the court where you refufe 

delayed 
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ddsycd cdipmunii'UBig to joo tbe treaty ia 4|f flion ; Ifi ilRf 
iDontli of Jolj IbUowiog I o idene d a copy of it to be leot to 
you, together with all the fe p ar ate and icatt articles^ which 
had been oomoMincated to me by the Imperial miniilers 
here, io cooieqiiciiccof their joint iimtaiioo. My minifters 
at Peteribargh, after having declared, in general tcnns, my 
fiiTonnible difpofitkm towards the aooeffion, and produced 
dieir ibU powcn, always kept tfaemlclvcs in Icndinefi to en^ 
ter opon bafine(s widi the minjfters authoriied for that pnr» 
poie by the two Emprefics, hot had no opportunity to do it 
Ibooer than the i'^ of September laft at a con&ieace ; and 
banog then been defiicd to give their o re i lut e s in writings 
they did ib by a /r» fwwwi figned the l^ of Septemberj a 
copy of which (marked A b beiennto annexed. 

** Whereas, undl the two Imperial courts make an anfwer 
thereto by thdr minifters at Peteriburgh, and before 1 do, in 
confequence of it, come to a final determination in regard to 
my^Si of acceflion, it behoves me to cdme to a right unden- 
ftanding with the Emprefs-queen about the eventual partition 
which is to fall to my (hare, in cafe that princefi, attacked 
again, contrary to better expedations« by the king of Pniffia> 
fhould, by the concurrence of my afiiilance» make fpoils and 
conquefts on him, as it is more at large expl^ned in the 1 2th 
article of the inftru^on abovementiooed, which my minifters 
atPeterfburgh were provided with the ajd of May, of the 
prelent year ; I charge you with thb negotiation* and audio- 
rife you by the prefent order, and my intention is, that as 
ftiy convention, (igned at Leipfick, the i8th of May, 1745^ 
with the queen of Hungary, a copy of which (marked B) you 
will find hereunto annexed, may ferve as an eventual partition 
hereafter, excepting the third degree, or in cafe the court of 
Vienna fbould be able to recover, befides the county of Glat^ 
only all Silefia, with the principality of Crofien, the circle 
of Zullichau, and the fiefs of Bohemia, which the king of 
Pruflia holds in Lufatia, you muft demand for me, of the 
Empreis-queen, a more confiderable fliare in thofe conqueib 
than the faid principality, circle, and fiefs, and infift upon 
that princefs's making me an offer of it, that I may then 
lee whether it would fuit my conveniency to acquiefce in it.** 
In making the overture of this my demand to the Emprefsi* 
queen and to her minifters of confidence, you will (hew them 
how juft and equitable it is, that a more advantageous . lot 
ftiould be granted me, in order to indemnify me for the ub* 
happy fate and the Ipfles I have met with, for having for- 
merly 
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iherly affiflied her Imperial majefty with all my forces. On 
your fucceffive reports of the progrefs of your negotia- 
tion, I iball, fend you further orders, praying in the meaa 
time God, ice. t)'one ait Drefden, the 21ft Dec. 1^47, - 

Augustus R. 
C. deBruhl. 
To the miniAer of conference and of ftate; 
€ount de.Lbofs, at Vienna. 

. 'Nun\b. VI. 

Sxir/U} of the Advict ofhis VoVUhM^j^fs PHvyCouncil, aiput 
theAcaffi&nto the Treaty £)^ Pfetcrfbufgh j given the i^tbof - 
Auguft, 1747. ', 

We are likewife of opinion, that the fourth fecret artfck 
^xceed^ the iifual rules ; becaufe it is therein ded^dd, thalt 
tiot dnly the cafe of an hoftile ag^eflion on the part of his 
Ptmfliaa majefty ^gainfl her majefty the Emprefs-qiieen, but 
idfo the ckfe of the like aggreffion againft the Ruffian ertiplre, 
or againft the republic of Poland, is to be confidered as a vio- 
lation of the peace of Drefden,~and muft give her majefty 
the Emprefs- queen a right to refcoi^er thediitchy of Silefia and 
the <;oanty of Qlatz. If your majefty ftioi^ld approve of that 
ftipulation by your acceilion, odr apprehenfions from his 
P/rofikQ niajeily would greatly increafe^ and we ftioold thereby 
lU^knowledge the, principle., which on other. occaftons we have' 
always oppQfed, viz. *^ That an auxiliary potentate is to be 
eonfidered on the fame foot as the belltgerant power, &c<" ' 

Numb* VIL 

txtraa of the Adwe of his Polifti Majeftfs Pri'vyCouncil: • 

Sept. ijt 1748. 

it has been flipulated In the fecret a^ticli^, that not only 
the cafe of the king of Pruffia's attacking her majefty the 
Emprefs-queen, but alfo every aggreffion againft the Ruffiar^ ' 
empire, or againft the republic of Poland, is to be looked 
bpon as a vidlationof the peace of Drefden. 

If then ybur majefty fhould approve by your accefCon, a 
principle fo rifugndnt to the ordinary rules^ the king of PruIIia 
ihould he come to hear of it, might charge yQu with a vio- 
lation of the treaty of Drefden, &c.^ 
• Numb, ao, F f Numb. 
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Numb. VIII. 

MMr§lt •/ d foftfc^ript frm Count dt Bruht f Comit dt Loofs ai 
Paris, 4^^^ Drefden, June 12, 1747I 

At to the two points mentioned in your excellency's letter 
of the 8th />. in concerning which, you defire the V^g^s or- 
ders ; I am to tell yon in his majefty*s name, that thT>ugh the 
pretending to require fuch a declaration be a Ikfle extraordi- 
Buy, the king neverthelel^ permits your excelkncy to give 
» dtfelafBtion, in order to sflTufe, that the treaty in queiUos 
ci^nlaiiii notliijag naore (l^an what is inferted in ^e Gernaan 
copyr which has been communicated, and thaf we know 
nothing of anyfeparate or fecret article; but fuppofing like- 
wife that any fuch articles exifted, that they were eomna\i|ii* 
eiited to 11S9 ai^ that we. were invited to accede to them in 
Ittiie manner, France might be fure that we would not enter 
Into any engagement tho^t might lend to give ^er offence, of 
t^t might be any Wi^ contrary to our eif agements whb 
that crown* 

Numb. IX- 
TkcUttatm of Count dt Loots to tht frtnch Miniftr^ 1747« 

The underwritten ambaffiKlOr extraordinary from bis ma« 
jefty die king of Poland, ek^r of Saxony, iirauch<mled t» 
declare in the name of the Ring his mafter, rhat tst tftiiif 
between the tour t of Vienna and thftt of Pefersburgh, ta 
which his majefty has been invited to accede, contains no* 
thing moit than what is. fbundl in. the German copy, which 
the ambaflkdor abovementioned has. bad the honour to deli- 
ver to the noarqiiis de PuyyieuU ; nor has any feparate or fe- 
cret article been communicated to the kfiig of Poland by the 
abovefaid courts. To which, he is ordered to add, that in 
cafe fuch feparate or fecret article exifted, and his PolMh ma- 
Jefty (hould be invited to accede tbereto ; ia fuch cafe his faid 
majefty would do nothing that might have a tendency to of- 
fend the moft Chriftian king, or be any way inconfiftent with 
the engagements that fubfift between the king of Poland ^ild 
. his moft Chriftian majefty by the treaty conchided betweeo 
them the 2 ift April 1749. In witnefs whereof 1 have figned 
this declaration, and put the feal of my arms thereto. Done 
at the camp of the grand commandefy, &'c. ' 

Numb* 


GEORGE U, 45i 


tixutA. X. 
'£xir^ tf tie It^firuSitms p^n toG^ntral Arnim fir ifis Hij^in 

Afttr thk gje^Qinl Arnim (nay i^Qfin^ate, that 4ic;y mufl 
remosfberih what manner M^ majefly 'had ton|;(ince~i^e- 
dar^ hy his mtniftfrs at Petersburgh> the count d^Vicedooi 
txki the>(teur de Perold, his inclination to accede to the treaty 
of Petersborgti of the sad of May 1746 ; and:, that it had 
bees found that the queftion An was fo clofely .Hnked with 
the queftiol) ^gfim^Oy that the pne could not be decided with- 
out the oAer. . 

That in the negotiatioa about the queftion ^u$mojo^ all 
ferts of difficulties had o^c^rred^ as appears morp at large 
by the memorial of the Ruflian'miniftry dated the 3(1 of Janu- 
ary I74B, in anfwer to the tn^roorial of the king's mihifters 
of the \^ September 1747 • But that his majefty flattered 
himfelf, from the friendlhip of her majefty the emprefs of 
Ruflia, and the good intentions of the Ruffian mini^lry, that 
iflothing beyond his faculties would be required of him> and 
that his acce&n would b^ no otherwise demanded thaa 
upon condition, that he ihould not be charged with any thing 
that he was not capable of performing ; that on the other 
hahd> the two Imperial courts fhbtild promife^him, in cafe of 
an hoftile invalion of his patrimonial dominions in Germa- 
ny, a fpeedy, fure, and fulficient alliilance, by meatus of 
two armies to be always' kept ready on the refpedlive fron- 
tiers, which might be able to fticcour him inimediately, <ir 
to make a dif erfion accorcfing to the exigency of the cafe ; 
and in fau, that the /hare he is to ha^ve in the advantages 
that may he gained fy good fuccefs tn 'woTj k pofitimely de» 
itrmned* 

XL 

M/morial dtb^ered to^ounf de Keyferling, //Jf Ruffian Mimfttr 

11/ Drefden, 7^^ 26/^-June, 1756. _ 

". The king has hot hefitated to declare already verbally to 
his excellency the count de Keyferling, the good difpofitions 
his majefty is in, relatively to the definitive treaty of allianec 
aqd guaranty concluded at Petersbtorgh the :22d May 1746, 

F f 2 betwe«A 


45* H I S T O R y Of E N G L A N D. 

between their Imperial majeities the emprefs of RuflHaiif 
the emprefs-queen of Hungary and Bohemia, to which treaty 
the king has been invited to accede. 

This declaration, together with all that has been intimated 
at the iame time to the SUA Rnffian minifter, moll flill be 
frefh in hb memory. 

As we expreffy refteinte here the fame friendly declara- 
tion, which, among other falutary views, tends chiefly to 
prove his majefty^s high cohfideration f<^r their Imperial roo^ 
jefiies and the other allies, and the value he fets o/i their 
friendihip ; fo his majefty doubts not in the leaft, confider- 
ing the fe frequently reiterated afTurances of the precious 
friendihip of her majefty the empre^ of RniHa, but that ihe 
will, in return, on occafion of the acceilion in queftion, pre- 
viouily and fufficiently pro^de for the fafety of his majefty 's 
hereditary dominions, and get the other allies to do the 
fame. 

In expedation of this, Ws ms^efty will fpeedify fend the ne- 
cefTary inftrudiions to* his miniOer at the Ruffian court, for 
proceeding further in the matter, and bringing the negotici' 
tion in queflion to a happy iflbc. 

And of this we would not fail to apprize his excellency 
count de Keyferling, that he may impact the kme to hia 
court, &c. 

Drefden, June a6, 175 1. 

C. deBruhl. 


, ' 


Numb. XII. 

Extras of a tttttv from Count de Flemming, to Count ^4?Bruhl, 
dated from WQCitiZf Vth.2,%9 1753. 

1 

^ Purfuant to the diipatch which your excellency honoured 
me with the 19th D.c. I have expreffed to count d'Uhle- 
feld, the king our mafler's fatisfadion at the clear and precile 
detlaration of her majefty the. Emprefs-queen on the agni- 
tion of the treaty which fubiifts between the two. courts, and 
on the application to the cafe in queftion relating to the 
king of Pruffia. 

I added 4rt the fame time, that it would be proper, and, the 
king my mafter expefted it, that in imitation of Ruflra, they 
would likewifc eventually authorife the refpeftive njihifters, 
who refide at the f:ourts principally interefted in mainraining 
peace, to declare in due time, and fuppofrng there ihouid 

^ fccm 
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I 

4eem to be a neceflity for it (before which w^e our(elvos 
would not demand it) with what eye the Im()enal court$ 
would look upon any infult or wrong that aiight be done us 
i>y the king pf PruflGa. 

Count d^Uhlefeld made anfwer, that there would be ^no 
.difficulty about the orders to. be fent on this head to their 
niinifters, if we required it ; but that he deftred me again to 
•confider, of what ufe fuch a declaration could be to us, and 
what impreflioB at nught make on the king of Pruflla, when 
given in the fenfe of the treaty of 17439 confidering the in- 
^ttificiency of the fuccour therein ftipulated : That he charged 
me to reprefent again, on this occafion, to my court, that 
they could not take meafutes enough againft the ambitious 
views of the king of PrufHa ; and that Saxony efpecialiy, as 
'being the moft expofed, could not u(e too many precautions 
to guard againft iiiili : ^* That it was therefore highly necef- 
iary to f^rengthen our old engagements, on the foot propofcd 
l>y the late count de Harrach in 1745. That this might 
be done on occafion of our acceflTion to the treaty of Peterf- 
burgh, or in any other manner which to us fhould appear 
piofl convenient for our fafety, and the ihteft for keeping it 
fecret :" That he thought there was no time to be loft, for 
putting themfelves 'in <a good pofture of defence, as it ap- 
peared to him that the prefent fituation of affairs abfolutely 
required the allied courts to unite clofer than ever, and that ^ 
each of them ihould loofk.upon •the Interefts of his ally as 
his own, and, to ufe his own expreflions. That all should 

ANSWER FOR EACH ONE, AND £AC^ ONE ' FOR ALL. 



Numb. XIII. 

£xtraff of a Litter from Count Bruhl to Count Flcmming at Vi- 
• .xnna, date^ at DreCAtn, March 8, I753. 

i make ufe at the fame time of the excuriion of Sir Charles 
Hanbur^ Williams, and this fafe opportunity, to communi- 
cate to you a report of the privy-council of the 3d D. c. con- 
taining the fentiments of that council concerning more ex- 
tenfive engagements, to which the court of Vienna invites us, 
on occafion of our approaching accefllon to the Ruffian 
treaty. This communication is to be of no other ufe to you, 
than to inform you, in what light the thing is viewed, and . 

what difficulties are found in it. But, befides, the king do»s 
not like the expedient propofed, to infert at fivik, in our a^ 
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of aeeeflioh, the reciprdcal engagement of affifting'oiie no^ 
ther with ttl our forces. Neverthelefs Ins aiajeftj is not 
averfe to come to an underftandhig hereafter, under flie nb- 
moft fecrecy, with the court of Vienna* about fuch a focoour, 
by private and confid^tial declarations, relative to the fourth 

> fecret article of the treaty of Peterfl>orgh, by means of jyft 
conditions and advantages, wbkh, in Ms cafe, muftalfobe 
granted to us, and in regard to which you may take adr^ 
tndum whatever they may pkafe to propofe to )^. I am pre- 
vioufly of opinion, that what was promifed by the Emprefs- 
queen's declaration of the 3d May 17451 may ftrve for the 

' bafis. 

Numb. XIV. 

Emra3 •/ a Difpmtch from Cmnt de Vicedom to Cotmt it Bruhl, 
i/4/<// St. Petersburgh, April iS, 1747* 

. I have the honour to acquaint yopr excellency, that f ret-^ 
Jach has told me in confidence, that, at a fecret interview 
which he has had with the cmprefs and the high-chancellor, 
lie bad found means, by confidential commiinications from bis 
court, relative to divers fecret pradices of that prince, diiad* 
«¥antageous to her Imperial maje%, to.infpire her with 
lentiments that have carried her enmity to the lugheft degree, 
infomuch that this ambai&dor imagines, there wants but a 
very fmall matter more to make her anger break out into 
fome hoilile adt, &c. 

I have therefore begun to a^dref^ inyfelf to the ambafla* 
dor Pretlach, after having given him a detail of all the ad- 
vantages that may refult from our friendly proceedings for his 
court, and even for that of Ruflia, by procuring an accom* 
modation with Prance, by which the Emprefs^'queen may be 
more able to knake head againft the king of Pruffia, &:c. 

Numb. XV. 

ttanfiaj^^urf ^ Letifr from the Sicretaty rfthi Emba^^ Weinr 
garten, <9 C«iw/ d'Uhlefeld. Berlin, Auguft 24, 1748, 

The day before yefterday a courier from the eari of Hynd- 
ford pafled through here, and brought me a di(patch.from 
/ count de Bernes, which gives me and count de Keyferling 
great light into the military preparations in this country, 
iince C. Bernes writes that the French and Pruflian party in 
Sweden are ftrenuoufly labo^riag to procure abfolute power 

for 




. 


GEO ROE H. 

toe the piJiice-fucceffor : That» on account of thele drcuQi- 
ftances» it was wi/hed 4iiat the Empi^els's journey to Moicow 
•could be preventj^d; and as nobody could more contribute 
tbwards it than the count de Keyferlfhg, confideriiig theprt^ 
parations and dangerous defigns of the court of Berlin, he 
was to ipirit up this minifter for that purpofa. , The lat- 
ter being already fufiiciently prejudiced agaihA this court, I 
found no difficulty in carrying my point; for yefletd'ay lie 
^ve me a reading of Jiis relatioii, drawn up according to tBe 
count de Bemes*s wiihes, and proimfed me to jcontinue in'th^ 
ftraio every week. 

Numb. XVI. 

ZifUr /rcmCounf Jk Bemes to Gmnt dt la PueUa* Tttext- 

buigh, Dec^^ia, 1749. 

I venture, under tbe feal of the greateft fecrecy, 4o make 
you the foBowlng requeft. It is defired that you would get 
it whiQ>ered to M. de Grois, the Ruffian minifter, but with 
fo much precaution that it may never be fu^peded it cornea 
irpm you, that £>me «adiinatieiis are carrying on in Swc- 
iden againft the Etnprefi's perfon, in .whidi die Pruffian court 
has a good (hare ; and as the faid minifter, probaUy, will 
not fail to make you a conlident In this <ti(covery, you art 
.defired to anfwer him. That a^ you jbnow nothing of if« 
you will fearch into it; and afterwards you are to con^ 
jfirm it to him as a jthing that you have found out upoa 
4»iquii7« 

Nun^b. XVII. 

VrtmjUuttd ExtraB of iU Infiruahn givim U Gmmtl Atxdm. 

j>re0en« Feb. 19, 1750. 

Generd Amim muft alio take care to keep up in the Em* 
preis, and in her well-intentioned minifters, a jealoufy of tbe 
fmffiaa power^ its aggrandizement, and the abufe that is 
made of it ; and in confequeuce he muft not fail to com- 
jnend and applaud the attention, and all the meaiiires, with 
m)adk th^ E^iprefs may oppofe it, l^c. 
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Numb. XVIir. 

« 

Tranjlated Extras of a Letter from the Sieur ie Funck /j 
O^ff/ ^^ BruhL St. Peterfburgh, Dec. 6, 1753. 

• * 

In relating the motives which he (Funck) and baron Pret- 
Itch, minifter from Vienna, had alledged to the Ruffian rai- 
nifters, for keeping always a powerful ^rmy on the fron- 
tiers of Pruflia, he fays he rcprefented to them, among other 
things: 

" That this precaution was fo much th'e more neceffary, 
•* confidering the notorious views of the courts of France, 
«* Pruflia, and Sweden, in cafe of a vacancy in the throne 
'' of Poland, as' the king of PrulTia would not then ^t\^ 
<< executing his deGgns upon PQliib Pruflia, and on the 
« itlouth of the Vifl:ula 

«* Tiiat they ihould follow the example of the king of 
** Pruflia, who does not regret any expences that may ren- 
«* der him more formidable, and has lately formed three 
** new regiments more : That the court of Ruflia need not 
** fear being abandoned by her allies, whenever (he comes 
«* to blows ; that they know too well their own intereft. 

Numb. XIX, 

Tranflated ExtraH of a Difpntcb from Count de Bruhl to the 
Sieur Funck at Petersburgh, Feb. 6, 1754. 

I doubt not but the court of Ruflia is already informed of 
the different movements and arrangements which the king 
bf Pruflia is making in the kingdom 9f that narpe, with the 
greatelt celerity ajid the ut/noi^ fep recy, with reipedt to trade, 
the coin, and efpecially mjlitary preparations: I likewife 
hope, that court will be the more attentive thereto, a$ thofe 
preparations have been fpecially obferved after the great 
augmentation of troops which the emprefs of RuflUa lately 
ordered to be made in her adjacent provinces, and that thejr 
feefn to. be in confequence thereof. I have, however, 
thought fit to communicate to you the adviceis on this head, 
which we have^fucceflively received, to the end that you may 
make ufe of them in your conferences with the miniftry of 
the court where you refide. We are very attentive thereto, 
as we are no ftrangers to; the king of Pruflia*s great defire 
to intermeddle in the domeftic affairs of Poknd i that bis 

pro* 
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jprojedls to rum the commerce of Poland, and particularly 

that of Dantzick, become every day more and more ma- 

- nifeft ; and that hb views to aggrandize hit^felf on that 

" fide, are certainly one of the moft plea&ig. objefts of his 

ichemes. * 

Count BruhPs difpatch of the 13th of February, 175:4, 
contains nothing but a detail of the military preparatioii's 
which the king was making in Prullik. . '^ 

HxtraSi of a Letter from the Sleur de Funck to Count, de Bruhl, 

June 30//&, 1754. * 

According to th^ rjeport of the envoy, M. de Gro6, your 
excellency himfelf has informed him that feven new Pruf- 
/fiah regiments arp , foon to be railed. Your excellency is 
thanked for this, advice, and at the fame tinrbe affured, that 
a good ufe will certainly lie made of it, as alfo of all other 
intelligence of this nature. 

, Numb. iCX. 

frunfUaed ExtraS of a Difpatch frian Ctuia de Brohl to thi 
BUur Funck. Wariaw, July 28, i754. 

: • . . . » , 

TbQ deiigns which fome ill-intentioned powers are hatch- 
ing in regard to Courland, difclof^ themfelves; befides 
Other tqkens and preparations, by tfie public Gazettes of 
Berlin, which fometimes announce the de^ath of the un- 
happy duke, and fometimes his defperate ftate of health, in 
prder thus to prepare the public for future events, fcfr. 

Numb.'XXI, 

franfiated ExtraH tf a Difpiftch from Count de Bruhl to the 
^/>tfr Funck. Warfaw, Auguft 2, 1754, 

Speaking of the umbrage taken by the Porte at the for- 
trefs which the Ruffian court was building on the frontiers of 
Turky, he adds : 

*• As the courts of France and Prulfia have hitherto 
confiantly laboured to draw the Ottoman Porte into a 
war againfi Rufiia, this affair would throw a fine game 
'' into their hands; the king of Prufiia would then no 
<' longer delay pulling off the mafk, and manifefiing the 
** defign of his continual armaments ; in which cafe Cour- 
** land might poffibly become the firft facrince to his am- 
ff bitipn.". 

Numb. 
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Njimb. XXU. 

Ttm^td Exirma V« Aj^«fei& fnm Cmm de Bnria /« dv 

fitmrFupcky Jafitdlhc^l, 1754. 

I jcannot ooacetl ffom yot) a picf^e of iotelligeace I have 
jftodvedf o^acerniog a new projedl of the king of Prulfia. 
to facilitate his views of aggraodizement. It is known that 
that prince has long been endeavouring to bring the courts 
^ Sweden and Denmark into ^is intereft. Having billed 
in the overture he ms^de in Denmark, on occ/ifioj] of prd* 
longing the fubfidiary treaty between that court and France^ 
lie is now thinking of other methods to fix the laid court ia 
las iiitereft. 

The birth of the yotmg grand duke of Ritffia muft have 
iqipeared to him a'&vourable opportunity to gain ^at end: 
Ibr as he imagines that after this event, which fiMroresthe 
fiicceOion in the dutchy of Holfletny the negodadon for ex- 
^ changing that dutchy againft the county of Oldenburgh will 
sie«t with more difficulties, and that the king of Denmark . 
ilroiiki ilot. Without great rciu£)KanGe«, drop a proje^l which 
would give fait doottnioas the .compa^oeXs he ib ^uch de/ires ; 
*lis pseteodcd that he has propofed another plan .to. the Da- 
niQi cCmrt» in ordet tofucceed in his views, ^e have uqx 
yet been able to find out the nature of this plan, nor in 
what manner he has promifed to back it, whether it tends to 
make ufe even of violent means, and what he would flipu- 
late for himfelf in return. However, my advices make mc 
conje6ture, that he has not forgot in this project the pre- 
text of the Greek religion, which the Grand Duke has em* 
braced, and which is not one of the religions tolerated in 
the Bmpire ; and that he flatters himfeli^ by this means, to 
engage therein the Empire^ and the guarantees of the peace 
efWeftphglia. ' 

Though I pnttend not to be any way pofitive tn regard 
to this projed, which, after all, agrees fo well with the ge- 
ttius of the king of PruflTi^; and thopgh I ^m likewife of 
epinion^ that the court of Denmark will not be the djupe 
of it; the b«re idea of fach a.proj^^. does neverjli^leis 
fecm important cmough for you to .impart it in. confi- 
dence to the Rui&Ui miniftry, but fiiU with the necefiary 
caution, isfc. 

' '-Jfamb. 


'G E.O R<jf: ML 459 

TrOnJlalii Extras of a Letter frM^tbe ^ieur deTxmck fsCeimt 
^4fBruhl. Perersburgh, Jtme 9, 1755, 

It would be doing good fervice to the common caufe, if 
a friendly hint were gw^n to M. 4r Grofs, that he fhould 
mention in general terms* in one of his reports, merely to 
afford occafion fof infinuatiog it dexteroudy to the Em* 
prefsy that the king of Pruflia muft have found out a chan- 
tid io Cdurland to gdt ezaft infornation «f the fecrvts of 
liiis court, £sfr. 

Numb. xxnr. 

Tranflated ExtraS ef a Difpifttb from Count 4e Bruhl U M. 

Funck, Vitff^ July 23, 1755. 

In acknowledging the tdceipt of your dilpatch of the jotli 
j>aft,-i ihall -tell you I have not £iiled to diicharge» in re- 
gard to M. de Grois, the commiflion contained in your let- 
ter of the 9th paft. He received with thankfulnels the ad- 
vice that was given him, that nothing could, reader him 
more acceptable to his court, than naaking in his reports fre- 
quent and artful mention of the pernicious views and arti- 
£ces of the PruAians, which are but too true i and he wiQ 
not £ul to profit of this counfel, £sr<>. 

Namb. XXV- 

Extras of a Letter from the Sieur Funck to Count Je'Bf^A&m 

Petersburgh, 061.20, 1755. 

What 1 can poiitively fay, coticerniog tlie objeft of the 
"deliberations of the laft gr^d coundl, confifts in fhis; 
That in taking for their bafis the known refalt of the gwrnd, 
"council atMofcow, they have agairf Ijiid it'down as "A funda- 
mental maxim for time to come, to oppcJfe with all' their 
forces the farther aggrandiietoent of the houfe x)f Branden- 
burgh, and for this purpolb to put themftlves in fo good a 
pofture, that they may take advantage of the firft' opportu- 
nity that (hall offer; ** ahd they are refolved to i^ttack' the 
kitig of Prufda without any ulterior dUcufTion, not only in 
the cafe of this prince's attacking any of the allies of this 
court ; but this is likewife to take place, if the king of Pruf- 
1^ f)iould be attacked by one of the faid allies of this court/* 

To 
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To this endy they will efeft magazines for an hundred thou* 
fand men at Riga, Mittau, Liebau, ^nd Windau ; and they 
hj^ve found for this fervice % fund of two millions and a half 
of roubles, and another annual fiind of a oiilUoi} and a half 
to iBaintain thefe arrangements. 

Numb. XXVI. 

£xira& of aDiffatch from Cwnt de Bruhl m Stcretary Prafie at 

Pctersburgh, June 2, 1756. 

As to the fecret commiflion for tranfmitting to Peterfl 
burgh, by concealed means, advice of^the P.ru0i^n machi- 
nations in the Ukraine, we are yet in fearch of a good and 
fafe channel; and>they.ihalt veiy foon perceive, in fomelhape 
or other, the .effe^ of my pcrfonal inclination to fecond fp 
good, though fomewhat artful, an intention. 

Numb, xxyir. 

Exira^ of a tetter from Count de Flemming to Count de Pruhl, 

Vienna, June — ^T^^^ 

I am further to add, rhat count Key(erling has been en- 
joined, by the laft refcript, to fpare neither pains nor money 
to come to an exa£^ knowledge of the ftate of the revenues of 
this court. It is likely that they want to be informed of it, in 
order to kn6vv exadly, whether this court can eaiily fupport, 
by its own fiinds, and without the afliftance of England, the 
charges of a war ; and whether it can, befides, furniih fubr 
fidies, Uq* 

From. the fatne^ dated ]vLn^^. 

There is reafon to prefume, that it has been concerted be- 
tween the two Imperial courts of Vienna and RuiTia, that the 
latter, the better to mafk the true reafons of her armament, 
fhould do it under the apparent pretext of thereby keeping 

.herfelf in a condition to fulfil her engagements contracted in 
the laft fubfidbry convention with England, in cafe of need ; 

.and when all the preparations are finiihed, then to fell fud- 

jdenly upon the kmg of Pruffia, &c. 


Froifi 
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From thi fiam^ dated ^MSXt 9. 

By the general and bbfcure overtures which a certain mini- 
fler has made to the fieur PralFe, touching the armamcat of 
Ruflia, and which your excellency has been pleafed to com- 
municate to me by the fdid difpatch ; I have remarked that 
that minifler begins to grow more referved and myfterious 
about the intentions of his court. This referve feem? to me 
^conformable to that which is praAifed here, where they alfo 
only give one to under,ftand, that they have no other defign 
than to remain quiet, and prepare in the mean time againfH 

any event that may happen in the prefent junctures, &c. 

♦ 

Numb. XXVm. 

Vienna, July 28, 175^* 
Letter from Count Flemming to Count de BmhL 

Monfieur, . ' ' 

* • • . 

Monfieur KlingraefF received lad Saturday an exprefs fronr 
' his court, in coofequence of which he fent a note the next 
morning to count de Kaunitz, earnefUy entreating him to ap- 
point an hour for a conference with him. This note was de- 
livered to the chancellor of flate, juft while he was in confe- 
rence witii the marlhals Neuperg and Brown> and general 
prince Piccolomini. And ^s he intended to wait upon t,he 
£mprefs-queen immediately after the conference, in order to 
make her a report thereof, he fent word to M. KlingraefF,. that 
he was indeed obliged to go to Schoenbrunn, but neverthele(s 
he would be obliged to him if he would hallen to him that 
very inftant ; which the Pruflian minifter did not fail to do. 
.Count de Kaunitz told me in confidence, at a converfation I 
had with him yellerday morning, that M. KlingrasfF, on his ac- 
coiling him, gave him to underftand, with a certain emb^rrafT- 
ment mixed with uneafiiiefs, that he had juft received an exprefs 
from his court, who brought him fome orders, the contents of 
which he was to lay before the Emprefs-queen in perfon, and 
for this'purpofe he was enjoined to demand a private audience 
of her Imperial roajefty, which he defired he would be pleaf- 
ed to procure for him. That he, count Kaunitz, made an< 
fwer> that being juft ready to fet out for Schoenbrunn, he 
willingly took upon him to demand the audience be defired; 
'but could not avoid letting him underftand, that u was pro- 
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per he flioold he enabled at. kaft, is general termf» to girt 
theEmprefs previous notice of the nature of the infimiatiens 
he had orders to make, to her najefty. Whereupon M, dc 
Klingratff told bim» that he was c\m^ to demand amicablyv 
and by way of ed^fcilfement^ in the name of the king Ids 
mafter, what was the tendency of the armaments and miHtaiy 
preparations making here, and whether they might not, per-* 
haps, concern him ; whirh^ however, he could not imagine^ 
as he did not know that he had given the lead occafion for 
tfaenu That he* Kaunitz, replied, that he Could not juft 
then make any anfwer to that overture ) that he would not 
fidl to make a report thereof immediately to the Emprefs, and 
procure him the audience he requefted : That, neverthelels, 
he could hot forbear telling him^ that he was furprifed at the 
explanation which the king his mafter required concerning 
the dieafures taken in thb country, feeing this court had ex* 
prcfied no uneafinefs or umbrage at the great movements and 
preparations which had been previoufly obfenred in his army. 
This minifter farther told me, *^ That having fet out imme- 
diately after for Schoenbrunn, he had refleded by the way 
on the anfwer he fliould advife his^fbvercign to give M. Klin- 
graeff; and having thought he perceived that the king of 
foMa, had two objects in view, irhicfa this cburt was defiroiis 
ctjually to avoid, vit. to come to conferences and eclair- 
dfTements, that might at firilcanfe a fdpicionof the meafures 
which they judged neoeflary to be continued vigoronfly ; and ' 
iecondly, to lead matters Anther on, to other propofitions 
and more eflential engagements 5 he had therefore judged 
Aat the anfwer ought to be of fixth a nature as might en- 
tirely elude the king of Pnifiia's'queftion ; and that, in leav- 
ing no more room ibr further etpiaaations, it fhould at the 
iatne time be refoluteand polite, wi^out beirrz fulc«>t^le of 
iwy -xnterpretadon either finiftef or fevourab^. ThatpW-r' 
fixant to this notion, it appeared to him fufficient, that the Em- 
prefs fhould content herfcif with fimply anfWerini:, Thati<i 
\ the violeht general crifis Europe was now in, her duty and 
the dignity of her crown required her to take foffident ameas 
fures for her own fecuriry as well as for the faftty of her friends 
and allies.'' Thar the Emprefs-queen had approved rf this 
anfwer ; and to ihew that the king of PnrfRaV fbp and de- 
mand did not occafion the leaft embarraflfnent here, her ma- 
jefty immediately ordered the hour of M. KltngnefPs audience 
to be fixed for the next day, which was the day before yefVer- . 
day : atid -after hearing- that mmiftcr's propofition,\nift as ite 

had 
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htiitnpttttt&iithtprtteiitigdtiyto coufit deJSMntitt, tMi 
had anfw^red him precilbly in the terms abovementionedFt ' 
lUid fhdn faddenij broke <^ the audience with a i^cxf, wkhoHlf 
Entering into any fttrther detldi. It is certaiti that all Vieima^ 
being then alTembied in the Emprefs-queen's drawing-rooih^ 
as it was a day of galia, faw M. Klingrxff enter, and de^t 
in a very few minutes, with an embarrafied cbnntenaxice. I 
have all thefe particulars fhim the motitli of cotmt de Kdx^ 
tiitZy wh6 on this occafton has talked to me with more optn^ 
liefs and confidence^ than he had hitherto done, and e?efi 
charged me to. make nfe of them in ntf difpatelu^ to yoiii^ 
*)cce!lency, but ftill with the greateft ftcrtey. 

It is ib much ' the lefs doubted that this anfWer, tqvoLXtf 
ftrong and bblcure, will gfeatlf puzzle the Idng df Prnffift i 
and^ pretended here, that thatprinee muil be under a 
|;reBt deal of uneallneiSi^ and th^t he has aleeady lirstvrn thre^ 
millions of crotirns otrt of his tredfury, for the diarges of Kte 
preparations and augmeiitatic^iis. 

It isprefumed; and nbt without probability, fliat«hi$ ^ 
fign bi the demand abovemeiitioned was, that if he had beell 
anfwer^d, that he hhniUf had befen the* caufe of the arm*- 
tnents made here, he^wbuld h^c endeavomed to ckar httS^ 
felf of the charge, by aitedghig, in prdof of his intioe^tinde; 
that for this Very reafon he did not eVen forth the cMips 
Whidh he hfts afrtftdy rraead H 'cScekKt hif fe9dieir», bt* hai 
Wdered the regin^titt^ to ibp^te; perhipt imagining he 
ikduld hiy^^ this court urVd\er a neceffity to follovir hi^ drMpte 
by dilfcorttSmiinfe BkeWife its preparationsw Hbwevef, I thinlt, 
be win ^nd it no eafy matter to divert it fix>m its dei%n bjr 
fech illufions as thtrfe. 

We have learned by an exprefs who aiWviid laR Suh^ 
from the connt de Puebfa, that notwitfifbndiifgthe feigned 
tffporitions of the kmg of Prtrffia, his troops ffiU continued 
filing (Jff towards Silefta. Befides, itis very eafily ttitderftudd 
that that prince, by the local pofition of hfe army, which he 
can aiKmble in as many weeks as it would require iiiontlis 
to do the fame here, dn account of the diftance of the places 
where the troops are quartered, has too vifible an advanta^ 
over this court, which he can put to (uch great expences by 
long and continual marches, that they would .at laft become 
hftoterable: I iky, It is very readily underftood, that.it l» 
necelT^ry to piirfue, Without interruption, themeifures alrea- 
dy begun, in order to put themfeives, in the prdcnt cireufflf- 

iVances, upon ^qtial terms, and tna good' condition ; that the 
- ' 5 king 
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king ofPruffia may be thereby obliged^ to keep up his ar> 
maments and the augmentations inade« and to be made, which 
exceed his faculties, or wafte himlelf gradually ; or el(e, ia 
' order tp prevent this inconvenience, to take a precipitate re- 
folution; which, I think, is the very thing expe^ed froin^ 
him. 

The return of M. KlingrasfPs courier, which the faid prince^ 
no doubt» waits for with the utmoft impatience, will give U6 
more light into his difpofitions. There is rea^n to believe, 
that if he thinks himfelf menaced, he will no longer delay 
coming to a6lion, and preventing thofe whom he dreads, in 
order to take a'dyantage -of the iituation in wluch this court 
, will be till the end of the month of Augul^, which is the term 
when all the troops are to be aflembled. But on the other 
hand, if he remains quiet, he may be perfuaded that he will 
not bq molefted or attacked,, at haft. not ibis yuar. However, 
from all the ohfervations I make, I cannot but imagine, that 
this court muft be very fure of the friendihip and attach- 
jnenr of Ruflia^ .And this feems to me to be fis^rther con- 
firmed t>y a letter of the 6D. c. from M. Swart, the X>utch 
miniilcr at Petersbyrgh, to M. de Burmannia, wherein he 
writes among «ot^er . things, that the French emKlary, the 
ci)^valier Douglas, gained ground every. day^ 

As this cannot fail of producing an alteration in the old 
iyilem of Ruffia, it does not appe^ furpriiing that the high- 
chancellor count Beilucheff, agreeably to what your excellency 
did me the honour to write to me in your lad difpatch, has 
refplved to retire into the country, under the pretext of reco- 
vering his health, and to withdraw a-while from public bufi- 
hefs ; as he may be willing to wait what turn affairs may 
take, and perhaps forefees that the hour is at hand, iince the 
whole feems- to depend on the king of PruiTm's refolution ; it 
being certain, that if he remains quiet, the court of Vienna 
will not begin to adl neither, at leaft this year : biit ihe 
will endeavour, during that interval, to finilh her preparar' 
tions, that (he may the next. year be in a (ituation to take a 
courfe fuitable.to tjie circumllances and events which time 
may produce. 

. .This confirms me more and more in the opinion which I 
.ventured to take the liberty to communicate to your exceU 
.lency in my former letters, that our court has noTurermeans^ 
to profit by the prefent conjun^ures, which, perhaps, never 
.were fo favourable during the reign of our auguft mailer, than 
by putting itfelf in a good pofture, to the end. that its con- 
currence 
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«entrcnce may be courted. A fpiend of mine, who pretends to 
have his information from one of the clerks of the t'reafury, 
affures me, thatthis court has remitted a million of florins to 
:Ruflia." , 

Count delCaunitz kas told me, that the advice? which your 
•excellency had conveyed to him of reports fpread by the king 
of Pruffia, concerning alliance^ to be made between him and 
us, as aifo with Ruffia ; and, moreover, that this court was 
•taking upon, her to mediate between France and England,; 
-has already been fent to him by other hands, and confeqiicnt- 
ly deferved the more attention, as well as to be poutradided ; 
-which th^ Emprefs-queen's minifters at the courts of Europe 
would accordipgly be ordered to do. This chancellor of ft ate 
fi^rther told me, tiere was advice, that the kirtg of Pruflia had 
had an intention to furprize the city of Stralfund in S^q- 
^iih PomeraAia; and that, if this proved true, it was likely 
to be in confequence of the plot lately djfcovered at Stock- 
liolm. , * , s 

If your excellency ha? an opportunity to ^make iniinuatioas 
with fafety at the court of London, you might perhaps do it 
fome fervice by apprizing it of the danger into which it^ 
Jhas been led bythofe/who now have the greateft influence 
there. . ' 

It will be a hard talk for that court to get out of the dif- 
trefs, which ihe has plunge<? heifelf into ; and if iheKloes not 
•detach herfelf from the king of Pruffia, by making her peace 
with France on the beft conditions that can be had, the latter 
will go on from fuccefs tofuccefs, and from one projedl to 
another, which in the ion^ run may prove fatal to the houie 
of Hanover, - , 

I beg it as a favour of your excellency, that you would not 
^efcend to particulars with M. -de Broglie abput any thing 1 
have the honour to write to your excellency ; becaufe that 
ambafi*ador holds acorrefpondence with M. d'Aubeterre, who 
has tdld me with fome furprize, that the count de BrogUe 
was fully perfuaded, that miichief was intended againfl 
the king of Pruffia, and .even accufed him of diftruft and 
too much feferve concerning the defigns of the court of 
Vienna. 

The marquis d'Aubeterre having long folicited permiflion 
±0 abient him^lf from his poft for a few months, in order to • 
attend his family alFairs, which require his prefence at Paris, 
)ias at laft obtained jiis requeil* 

JJumb. 2p, Cg Cener^ 
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General Karoli, and not general Nadafti, as was thought, 
has juft been declared bann of Croatia. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

C. Flemming. 

Numb. XXrX. 

Drefdeoy July$, 17 ^i* 

7o Count de Flemiping «/ Vienna, 

T take the opportunity of the departure of a courier, (tat 
by count de Sternberg to his court, with the advices which 
the count de Puebla has lattly communicated to him, con- 
cerning the mighty warlike preparations of the king of 
PruiTia, which fcem to threaten more and more a rupture on 
his part. 

Your excellency cannot fail of being more particularly andt 
fpecially informed of thefe advices and dangerous appearances^ 
by the miniflry of their Imperial majefHes, and I content my- 
felf with tranfmitting to you the annexed extradt of the laft 
letter from M. de Bulow, who mendons the fame apprehen- 
(ions. Having jufl been difcourfing in confidence on this fub- 
je£l with count de Sternberg, I am to authoriie yon^ to con- 
fer on an objed fo interefting to both courts j with the mini- 
ftry of that court where you refide; to make them fenfible 
of the difficulties and dangers to which we fhould be expofed, 
by the pafTage of a Pruflian army through Saxony, which our 
fituation would no way permit us to oppofe, or perhaps by 
fome ulterior and mo/e fignificative propofition and demand* 
which his Prullian majefly might make on that occafion ; and 
to engage them to open their mind to us with the utmofl 
confidence, in regard to the meafures they intend to purfue, 
in order to preferve themfelves from an unjufl attack, atid at 
the fame time to cover and proteft the dominions of the king 
our mailer, whiph are again menaced through our faithful 
attachment to our allies. 

iTo anfwer the laft intent, it would no doubt be neccflkty 
to affemble forthwith a fufHcient army in the circles of fiohe- 
fhia that are neareft to our frontiers; and it would be equally 
ufcful to the two courts, if her majefty the Emprefs-queeq 
would be pleafed to order field-marfhal Brown to communi- 
cate and concert matters, at all events, and with the proper 
caution and fecrecy, with our field-marflial count Rutowfki, 
Whpin the king ha§ already authorifed for this purpof^. 

Beip§ 
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Being perfuaded that the court of Vienna finds her own ac- 
count in our fafety and prefer vation, I hare explained myfelf 
on aill this more at large with the count de Sternberg, who will 
not fail to give an exad account thereof by the fame courier ; 
and for the refl, I can depend on your penetration, zeal and 
addrefs, which difpenfe with my adding here all the reile£lions 
and eiTential motives, fuitable to this critical iituation, and 
agreeable to the connedlions fubfifling between the two 
courts. 

I only entreat your excellency to haften, as ipwch as pof- 
fiblej the eclairciffements you may have to fend me. 

I am^ &c. 
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ANSWERS of the Court of Vienna, 

TO THE 

Prussian DeclarationSy circular Re- 
fcripts, and Memorials. 

One thing remains to be cleared up ; this is the 

great myftery which the king of Pruffia thought proper tq 
reveal to the public, with a vjew of juftifying his precipi- 
tant meafures in infradlng the peace. 

The fpoils of the fee ret cabinet of Drefden are to aiForct 
him the materials, and to fupply the want of true moti<ves 
for his antecedent invafion. 

In civil and private affairs it is, indeed,, true, that no judge 
would admit of things, violently taken from the party ac- 
cufed, as a legal and good evidence. In political affairs, we 
have not yet had any fuch infiance which might be imitated 
without prejudice to the law of nations. 

But whatever thefe proceedings fo violent, and never 
heard of, may come to, the intentions of Prufda cannot ob- 
tain their end by them. There is firll the chief and moft 
material queftion ; " Do thefe pieces of correfpondence, fa 
taken and then publiihcd in the Pruflian ttumorialy adually 
and reajly exift ? And if they do, are their contents truly 
^he fame as related ? And, fuppofe them to be originals, are 
they not falfe and fu^pofititious ?" 

Thefe pretended originals are communicated only by way 
of extracts not duly conneded ; hence there remains a fuf- 
picion, that fuch paflages as did not fuit the publifheraf 
them,* were purpofely left out, or at leaft dilguifed by fome 
able hand. 

Such, and many other re^fonahle doubts could be made^ 
and this alone is enough to prevent an eafy belief. It is a 
inatter of furprize to fee thefe pieces obtruded upoit the pub- 
lic, from which it was expeded that every body would blindly 
truft the Pruffian compiler to believe them, without exami- 
'-^g the allegations. 
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'The contents of the memorialy when duly examined, mani- 
ftftly tend to n^ifleadan inadvertent reader by the mifinterpre- 
tations of thofe. pieces, called Juftifying Proofs, which (hew the 
very contrary of what the Pruflian court afFeds to have found 
therein. It is, indeed, hard to find out a reafon, why they 
were publiflied ; there being many things, which the rules of 
policy Ought to have induced the court of Berlin to conceal, 

Direftly in the preamble'of the faid metAorial its author hat 
Cong^mitted a manifeft blunder by annexing the a6ij or as he 
iWes it, The Treaty of Partition^ which, indeed, was entered 
into by his Polifli majefly, as eledor of Saxony, the i8th of 
May, 1745* during the late war ; and forgetting at the fame 
time, or wilfully omitting, the «K/tf»-/r£;>^, delivered to his 
Polilh majefty by count Harrach, after the conclufioti of the 
peace of Drefden t though he is endeavouring to found his 
whole reafoning upon the renewal of the faid aS of the year* 
1745, which is contained therein. 

However, the reafon of this artful concealment is not diffi- 
cdlt to be guefled^ at. He T^w that, by the fketch thereof, 
there wouW appear the moft fincere refolutions, faithfully and 
rcligioufly to obferve the reiterated conclufion of the treaty of 
peace, ratified by both parties, which was made the prelimi- 
nary article to this unionproje^. The reft contained two pro- 
Vifions, one for time of peace, and the other for a future 
time of war. Concernmg the firft, it was ftiptilated that 
, every thing (hould go on according to that ^quite innocent 
treaty of the 20th of December, 17^3, arid the 'aS: of the 
13th of May, 1744 ; fo that it was impoffible to make any 
objedlions againft it. In the article concerning a future time of 
Ivar, proper care was taken, for fear of any mifiiitcrpretation, 
imd therefore the folfowing words were madeufe of; *« But 
jf, notwithftanding the management to be obfcrved' by the 
two contrafting parties towards Pruffia, and the finceriry and 
faith in fujfilling the treaties concluded, a new interruption of 
the peace eftabliflied the 25 th of December of laft year, fliould 
on the other hand be undertaken, and confequently, the fame 
circumjlancesy as they ivere hffofe the conclufion of this double peace y 
lay the parthes^ according to all the Itrivs Beth divine arid human^ 
under the fame obligation towards each other ; in fuch a cofe^ hut 
tieither befcrey or othemvife, all fhall he ejlcemfd, renev:edy and 
tompromifed, ivhat the fecret connjention, figned Dypfdaiy April 2gth, 
watd Vienna^ May ^d, \J\^y is cnpahle ofj^ 
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Who but the author of the above memorial, could look upon 
fuch propofals as of an extraordinary nature ? According to 
the difference of times, different former conventions are pro- 
' pofed to be renewed ; and the meafures to betaken in a future 
time of war, are not to bind, nor take effed, until, according 
to all the la-jujy hptbdMne and human, the parties were no more 
bound to peace ; and the full right •f fuch treaties (houid not 
before be entered upon, or avail. 

This was the proje^l, and fo it remained, as appears, among 
otli,er things, from the anfwerpf count Bruhl to count Flem- 
roing's letter, containing the intimation of count Uhlefeld, 
dated March 8th, 1753. and inferted among the Pruffian Juf- 
tifying Proofs, Numb. XIII. where fome other conventional 
propofitions are mentioned, to which count Bruhl made this 
anlwer ; 'M am previoufly of opinion, that what wa§^ pro- 
mifed us in the declaration of May 3d, 17459 might ferve for 
the bafis." 

The abufe made of this firft allegation by the Pruflian 
court, will be a pattern to judge of the reft. 

Two manifeft falfities betray themfelves in a particular 
manner in the allegation of two letters. Numb. XV. and 
XVI ; one was written by Mr. Weingarten, the ambaffador's 
fecretary, and direfted to count Uhlefeld at Vienna : the 
other is a letter of count Bernes to the Emprefs queen's mi- 
niver at Berlin. It is neither probable or comprehenfible, 
that fuch originals could ever have happened to be put up in 
the fecret cabinet of Drefden. However, fuppofe them to 
be originals, the firft of thefe letters does not contain any 
thing prejudicial, but only the truth, concerning the conti- 
nual military preparations of Pruflia. The fecond letter are 
private thoughts of a rainifter, which his court, on recogni- 
zance, never would have approved of, but rather cenfured 
them with indignation. 

The cafe of her majefty the Emprefs-queen was very diffe- 
rent from that of the king of Pruffia : the continual danger, 
of an attack fhe was in, fince the peace of Drefden, was a 
real concern. The experience of repeated infradlions of the 
peace, committed by Pruffia, and followed within a few years 
one by another, left no room to the court of Vienna to expefik 
another fate : for the king of Pruffia was continually arming 
himfelf, and augmenting his forces ; though the peace was 
but lately concluded, and no*probability of any clanger; the 
houfe of Auftria being engaged in another war, Ruflla at a 
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gteftt diftance, ami Saxony too weak for any enterprise : but 
PruOia was fo ferlpus in its preparations, as made it hard to 
diftinguiih a time of peace and a time of adlual war from 
each other* 

Adding the notorious turbulent temper of the prefent king, 
his continual intrigues with foreign courts, his contraven- 
tions, his raifing difputes among his neighbours ; nothing 
could be expedled but that he would' play his game again the 
iirft opportunity, and unexpeiEtecily interrupt the moil folemn 
treaties x)f peace: by which it would appear, that he only 
had made peace in order to prepare for another war with re- 
newed llrength. 

The Imperial court of Ruffia has no lefs intereft in the 
fupport of the houfe of Auftria, thdi) this hou»'e in the un- 
difturbed tranquillity" of the RulTian monarchy, and both 
courts in the defence of the republic of Poland againft the 
aggrandizingViews of Pruffia, and its intermeddling with the 
domeilic affairs of this kingdom. Therefore no better method 
could.be taken to provide for the conlmon welfare and future 
fafety, than the union' of the two courts, which was effeded 
by the treaty of 1746, obliging each other to unite their 
ftrength for fetting proper bounds to the overgrown power of 
Pruffia, if this king, notfatisfied with. the confiderable acqui- 
fitions he had made, (hould again proceed to fome hoftilities 
againft either of the contracting parties,, or the republic of 
Poland, their ally. 

' Thefe are the contents, and the view of the fourth fecret 
artitU of this defettfrve treaty of friendlhip, concluded at Pe- 
terfburgh, 1746, to which the Pruffian memorial v/?ls endea- 
vouring to give a falfe colour, by pretending it to be offen- 
fi^ve. 

How was it poflible, in any convention, to ufe plainer 
terms, or more binding expreliions, than were made ufe of 
in this very article ? The parties obliging each other to ob- 
ferve religioufly the peace concluded at Drefden with th? king 
of Pruffia in every particulai^ and irrevocably to continue x 
the renunciation and ceffion of Silefia and Glatz, without 
having any regrefs to the rights fo renounced, until it Jbould 
happen that the king of Pruffid himfelf by attacking frft Auftria^ 
Ruffia^ or the republic ofFolandy Jhould make fuch a cafe to exijl. 

The king of Pruflia therefore had no reafon to take um- 
brage at this article ; the regrefs to fhe rights upon Silefia 
and Glatz being only cafual ; for it was in his power, by 
only omitting hoftiiities, to make it void and ineffedual. — 
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The fourth fecret article of this convention between the Iwo- 
Imperial coi^rts, is a convincing proof that their motives aod^ 
views, from the beginning, and ten yi?ars after, were no 
more than to procure a fufficient fecurity againft the dange- 
rous neiglTbourbood of Pruffia, and to agree before-hand 
upon proper meafures to be taken &>r maintaining the gene- 
ral repofe, including the republic of Poland, as an ally to^ 
both parties by com pads. The far-fetched Pruffiati induc- 
tions and idle infinuations of an oiFenfive defign, are there- 
fore to be looked upon as entirely- defeated by the nature of" 
the abovcmentioned fecfet article, and its literal feule. 

But fuppofe the engagements of the two courts by the 
treaty of Peteriburgh, for obtaining this falutary end, had: 
beeft to fend fome fuccours, without entering previoufly inta 
a clofe union to Aand with their united force againft the ori- 
ginal difturber of the peace, would not fuch meafwres have . 
proved infi.fficient, and the execution thereof very dange^ 
rous, or even impoffible I For the ftipukted fuccoyrs of 
^ 60,000 men could not have been fent to fuch diftant pro*^ 
vinces without >\cakcning the fequrity of frootiera. • 

The peaceable intentions of the two courts required no* 
more thau mutual cngapcjuents conditionally entered upon^. 
in cafe Pniffia fiu)uld mrike the firft attack, and agafci difturb 
thcicommoii peace ; which, cloubtlefs,is a real and true mark 
to d i rt ingu i n I Jq'i nf:i ^ f'cm ojj'cnft'^je alliances. 

But the Piu.'ian wu'rcrb go a great deal farther, an.d- en- 
deavour to perri:acie the public, that a» prince 5s authorized*- 
tb invacie his neighbour, only upon a probability and fufpi- 
" cion of being in danger to be attacked. If 'it b^ fo, how 
can tlKv maintain, tliat the Emprcls-queen could, or ought 
not to have taken nieafurcs by a treaty with Ruflia, againrt a 
turbulent nt-ionl.fiir^ v^ho broke the peace thice or four 
times unprovoked by ibe b-oufe of Aulh'ia, and its allies? 
Self prcfcrv^tion, which is founded on the. principles of the 
law of natnj-c, prefciibcs this rule,.'* That Oiie ought to be- 
«^ the more circuitifpefi: and careful in ]>rovtding VwfficicBt^ 
"means,, the greater tP.e power is of a difturber, in ordes. 
•* to opt)ore cf.ectuiiliv his defiirns." ' ' 

Any ^nvver is ai^rhonzed, beyond controverfv, to convene. - 
with othtr powers for prelervlng the general trai:iqu2J]i-ty ; 
and no one cin juftly take ofrence at, or look upon it as. a 
derogati.n from his rights, Thi-»re may be ftveral ciicum^ 
fiances which require, according to the Jaws of fodctv, that 
fome nuir.ber of them iLould join hands iox this purpofe. JF 
^^- ^ . • this- 
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this fliould be neg\eSted, Vad a 4ifturb6r be fure of nl^er 
lofing, but keeping what he hi^s, <>r what was ceded to hion 
for the fake of peace, or of increaiing his pofieiBpns. to ag^ 
grandize himfelf at the expence of his neighbours, tWe 
would be no living in this world in peace and fkf^yior any 
'ftate. . • • ' , 

We may remeniber the famous quadruple alliance conclud- 
ed, with general apprqjationp in the year 171 8, which per^ 
fe^lly agrees with our principles abovemen^ioned. The fe- 
yenth article, and the third fecret article* as alfo the fecp^id 
article of the acceffion-a£l of theStates-Genpral^.Fqbru2|ry 20^. 
1732, are particularly to be taken notice of. This plji?|ncir 
being made folely for the maintenance of public t^flRqu^Htyy 
will be a fujOScient and convincing prp9f that the two.ipsuitime 
powers, in cafe of an attack, have, engaged tbenar4veg to s| 
great deal Inore towards Auflria, than RuiHa h^ do/ie in th9 
fourth fecret article of the treaty of Peterft>urg. i^llhe afticlj^ 
Uft mentioned of this quadruple alUance, is cojppriie^.in tho 
following formal expreffions ; *f. But in cafe the ^ji^ij^^rie^ 
abovemeutioned (hould be found ipJki&iQ}eT\\, in regard ti; thi^ 
impendent neceffity, ^hen the contracting parties iliall, witb^ 
out delay, agree to a more ample fupply, 'and b? bpupdi in 
order to repel the force of (he enemy, an<it ^ procure &tiA 
fadUon, reparation, and full iecurity to the party- o^nded, ta 
afiift, if neceOity ihould require it,' their aJly ^ith all their, 
forces, and declare war a^airift, the aggre^or." Tbefe bfl* 
words» undoubtedly, imply alHhe ^ffc&s^ af a declared w^ Q9 
the part of the aiding powers, x 

The king of Pruffia therefore ought not to baye tak^H 0^ 
fence at the fecret article of the treaty of Peter$bi|rg j for the 
two contrafling parties would never have had \t in t^eir powf?r 
to make uie of it for the recovery of SileHa, as loag: %$ the 
king of Pruffia had had fo much power over hin^fclf as tq^njpy 
the advantages fecured to him by. the treaty of J&re/H^^ in 
p^eacc and quiet; efpecially as in ;he fanr^e, plac^vi^fyTfl.ithiis, 
article makes mention of the Pruffian hpllUitiesi; ^(^ re- 
maikable Vvord^* are added ; << In c^fe )\^ aqajei^y ^hf Mpg of 
Pr^rria (houki> contrary to expe^ation^ and againfl; 9U^ COOOr 
roonwifiies, firft recede from that peaces" ' : ^ 

And again the ^jilowing.conditioj;i,^xpreired irn tihkiliror\g« 
eft terms poffible, *' That the two con trafting^ parties Should ^ 
" do their utmoft to prevent it." And again jtbefe words, 
" That fuch aieafures Ihonld only then, but not before, take 
*^ place,, when their peaceable endeavours were fruftra^ed." 
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Was there ever taken more care to avoid even a mere fha- 
dow of offence ? And yet the Pruflian Memorial in vindication 
of the conduct of the King, makes bold to interpret that, 
which was intended to prevent any fufpicion of an offenfive 
alliance, as a formal plan of an offenfive convention tending 
to dirpoffefs the king of Pruflia of Silefia. 

The eledorate of Saxony has hitherto had the fame reafons 
as the houfe of Auftria, and more too, to be on its guard 
with the utmoft caution, on account of the dangerous PruA 
iian neighbourhood; and, in confequence thereof, to long 
for aid and deliverance. It was however obliged, on account 
of its fituation and inferior ffrength, to keep fcrupuloufly 
and with the utmoft care, within the bounds of refped. 

The Pruflian court, at prefent, accufes the court of Saxo- 
ny, from its own fecret papers, of no more than an inclina- 
tion and defign to accede to the meafures of Auftria and Ruf- 
lia, and this only in cafe of a Pruflian rupture. But it ap- 
pears very' plainly that the faft, /. e. the a£lual acceflion, did 
not follow. Witnefs all the pretended Juftifying Prooft, and 
the Memorial itfelf, which does not deny the truth in this re- 

It is granted, that the court of Berlin could not poflibly 
expe^ any other refolutions from the court of Saxony, con- 
lidering the unneighbourly manner and oppreflions, both in 
regard to commerce and other provincial affairs, Saxony fuf- 
fere'd from Pruflia fince' the late peace. It is no wopder, 
when fuch a condu6l has grieved the Saxon miniflers to their 
heart, and made them (peak more freely to others about it ; 
yet the court ought not to be made refponfible for it, nor the 
whole country treated cruelly, the effeft of which may be felt 
for a whole century. 

The king of Pruflia, who makes this his motive for his 
prefent unwarrantable procedures againfl Saxony, betrays 
thereby his cxceffive pride; for he feems to imagine himfelf 
jthe monarch againfl whom all the powers make themfelves 
guilty oif treafon, and the mofl abominable confpiracies, as 
foon as they entertain but a thought of refufing the yoke of 
Pruflian fuperiority, or prefuming to withdraw themfelves 
" jfrom his punifhing rod. 

- If a mere intention to oppofe unnatural violences is a fuf- 
ficient charge againfl the electoral houfe of Saxony, what 
can the world judge of fuch defigns as never, to this time, 
tended to prevent violences, but to adl arbitrarily againfl 
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other powers, and to opprefs all the neighbours ? Such are' ' 
the fa£ls too of^tcn committed byPruflia. 

The eleftoral court of Saxony would not find it a difficult 
matter to expofe to the whole world the falfity of the accu- 
fations^ which Pruffia fo much endeavours to demonflrate 
from its pretended Juftifying Proofs, and to confront the idle 
interpreter of them: for, indeed, the pretences io much 
boafled of, cannot, upon a clofer comparifon of the circum- 
fiances, have any great weight with the unprejudiced reader* 

For inftance, what hoftile deligns can be gathered from 
the two fentiments of the privy council to his majefty the ' 
king of Poland and eleftor of Saxony, annexed, by way of ex- 
tract, to the Pruflian Memorial, Numb. VI. and VII. The 
firft of thefe fentiments contains not a /word of their looking 
upon the fourth fecret article of the treaty of Petersburg, as ' 

an ofFenfive convention : they only fay, that upon a future 
exiftence of the caie of covenant, all the contrafting and ao- 
ceding parties were to be regarded as belligerant parties^ 
which, according to the above true principles, and frequent 
examples, is not againfl the nature of a defenlive alliance. . 
The fecond fentiment takes only notice of what the king of ' 
Pruflla, according to his own way of thinking, might fey, and 
how he would take and mifapply the matter. 

Moft of the other . allegations are to this purport: That 
the eledloral court of Saxony would diredl its meafures ac- 
cording to future events, waiting lirft a Pruflian attack and 
fubfequent diverfion to be made by its allies. There is not 
found any trace, to difcover by, feme real concert refembling 
ofFenfive meafures, that were taken in conjundion with the 
courts of Vienna and Petersburg, previous to the Prufiian in- 
vafion of Saxony ; though this court is accufed of fuch by 
Pruflia. ' The hopes of the Saxon court were fixed only on 
future events, which appears by the letter of count BruhU 
inferted in the Pruffian Memorial, dated but a fliort time be- 
fore hoililities were commenced, ^i%. the i8th of July. His 
words are thefe ; " Neither do I defpair, but we may be able 
to avail ourfelves of fuch favourable events, as will, per- . 
haps, occur hereafter.'' 
Allegations of this kind are quite oppofite to the pretexts ^ 

of Pruffia, and clearly prove that nodefenfive, much lefs of- 
fenfiye meafures were then concerted wiith the court of Dref^ 
den, though it was then time to ehter upon them againft the ' 

approaching enemy. 
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It likewiTe apfyears^ hy NumV- XIX. that the artnamen^f < 
©f Prudfia have begun to be extraordinary as early as in the 
year 1754; which is confirmed by Numb. XX. giving 
an account of the raifing of fcvca new PrufBan regi- 
ments. 

The letters of count Flemming to count Bruhl, Numb* 
XXVIL and XXVI IT. contain fo many fenfible confidera-i 
. tlons on the nature of affairs, as they flood then, bujt a fhort 
time before the Pruflian invafion^ that it is hard to compre-j 
heiid the rea/bns that could induce the courfpf Berlin to 
make them public. The anfwers given by the court of Vi- 
enna to the demands of Pruilia, make part of thefe letters, 
which are in fubftance, *• That the court of Vienna liad no 
** other view than to keep peace, but was obliged to prepare 
•• againft all events." And again, " That this court had 
•* rio deflgn for war, but would not be wanting to prepare 
*• for its own defence; and that it could not enter upon any 
*• farther declarations to its own prejudice." Again," That 
•* the king of Pruffia fhould not be attacked at leaft this ycar# 
•* provided he remained quiet,'' i^c, 

Thfe refl of all thefe letters, and the conjedures concern- 
ing future events, are minifterial fentiments, which do not 
determine any thing, much lefs advance any convincing proof 
of a refolution being taken, previous to the Pruflian invafiony 
fo change the defenfive treaty with Ruflla into ai> offenfive 
alliance, which, according to the above principles, the par- 
ties would have been fully authorized to do. 

It is but the fancy of Pruffia, that bare letters "and the fen- 
timents^of a foreign minifter can be taken for proofs, in op- 
poiition to the plaineft declarations given by the court itfelf^ 
where fuch a mrnifler refides. 

But the court of Vienna did not find proper to make a new 
declaration in compliance with the Pruffian didates, after « 
fufficient anfwer was given already to the firft demand. The 
' rcafon was this : the truce propofed for two years fuppofed 
an atSlual war and real ofFenfive circumftances, or oifenfive 
meafures agreed upon by the two EmprefTes, which this court 
could not, againfl truth, and the affurances already given, al- 
low to be the cafe ; and becaufe the obligations by the peace 
of Drefden would, in confequence of fuch a declaration, have 
been void. 

As for the court of Vienna in particular, the Prufflans 
might have fpared themfelves the trouble of ftretching forth 
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fivAf bands to unlawful means, and the violent breaking 
open of the royal cabinet in a neutral country and co-eftate. 
of the Empire. This court never had a mind to deny its 
diftruft in regard to the king of Pruffia, or to difguife its de- 
igns by giving a clofe attention to the continual armament? 
and unwarrantable violences committed on all fides : nor 
could this court be frightened by a Prudian aggreffion, or d^- , 
terred from its defenfive meafures by any threats and arti- ■ 
ficcs. There have been taken, fiiice the late breach, the 
moft efFedual meafures, in order to make the author of the 
prefent troubles repent cf hisx)pen injuftice, violences, and 
rafli perfidy. 

Thefe general anfwers to thePruflian pieces are thought 
fufficient*, there being nothing found therein but a heap of 
ufelcfs and odious repetitions of the fame figment. The far* 
fetched accufations about things not belonging to the fubjeft, 
cannot be called real charges, but Pruflian calumnies. The 
fubtleties of arguing, and other fcholaftic fluff about the dif- 
ference between ofFenfive and defenfive wars, are not worth a 
reply, as long as the aggreffor cannot make good by convinc- 
ing proofs, but only by idle afl'erlions and tales fo often con- 
tradidled, his falfe fuppofition, " That Auflria made the firft 
preparations for war, and agi'eed with Ruf&a and Saxony up* 
on offenfive meafures." 

But fince a proof, fo contrary to manifefl truth, cannot pof- 
fibly be expedted, it alfo mufl not be exp^^led on our part, 
that we (hould enter upon the particulars of the late Prufljan 
imprcffioiis intended to confute the reply of the court of 
Vienna to the Prudian declaration, and to claim the guarantee 
of the Empire for its diflurber. The public cannot have been 
much edified by the regard due to crowned heads which they 
boafl of, nor difcovered any thing very material that could be 
deemed a pattern, (except for affronting) : her roajefty the 
Emprefs-queen can be very eafy in regard to her co-eflate^ 
there being no Veafon of their odium towards her for any vio- 
lences, or dangerous defigns againll their liberties and ancient 
pghts. 

As for Mr. Weingarten the younger, it is enough to ac- 
quaiiit here the public with one particular circumflance, 
which, as for truth, may be depended upon. He has, for 
near two years, had a Pruffian penfion, which was paid to 
him by the fieur EicheJ-, privy counfcllor to the king ; and 
th? king himfelf has twice entered upon fome difcomfe witfi 
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him. From this the impartial public will judge what ought 
to be thought of the Pruffian Excufe and Cabinet-order con- 
ceived in uncommonly polite terms ; and whether it is not 
probable that this gentlepian is Aill fecreted fomewhere by the 
king of Pruflia. His perfon and family have often been de- 
manded, but without efFed. 

Finally, it appears very plain, that no tranquillity for Eu- 
rope, nor any fecurity for the Empire, or its dates, of what re- 
ligion (bever, is to be hoped for, as long as the king of PruP- 
fia can, with fuccefs, commit violences after violences, deftroy 
whole provinces, and break through the moft (blenin treaties 
ofpeace» at his pleafure. 


END of the SscoNb Volume. 
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